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Moſt Incomparable Lady, —— 


MA DAM, 


x) E DICATIONS of Books to Perſons 

of great Merit are now-a-days deem'd 
as neceſſary, as thoſe of Temples 
in old Time were thought proper to the 
Deities, for Protection. The Ancients indeed 
us'd to deifie their tutelar Heroines, or wor- 
ſhip their noble Heroes with the moſt pom- 
pous Solemnities of Superſtition and Idolatry; 
but our Moderns ha ve humbler Views of Mo- 
deſty and good Faith in dedicating their 
Works, only to ſhew the extraordinary Re- 
gard, Eſteem and Veneration, which inferior 
Mriters ought to entertain for their generous 
Patrons. Beauty celebrated, Wiſdom mag- 
nified, or Empire idoliz'd, as it was among 
the Heathen Gods and Goddeſſes, would not 
only diſcover the Fulſomeneſs of the Flattery, 
but at the ſame Time alfo both confute the 
Fiction, and nullifie the glozing Character 
or Canonization. But You, Madam, are none 
of thoſe faſhionable Ladies of modern Am- 


bition, who deſire to be vainly flattered into 
A 3 the: 
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the Number of the feign*d Juno's, Venuss, and 
Minerva's of Antiquity, or falſly harangu'd 
into the Pantheon. ; 

HOW EVER, Perſons of the higheſt Rank, 
or greateit Worth, have always been reckon'd 
the belt Protectors of Innocence, the readieſt 
Promoters of Induſtry, the heartieſt Eacouragers 
of Learning, the friendlieſt Vindicators of Vir- 
tue, and the faithfulleſt Propagators of Reli- 
gion; without any Imputation of Hypocriſie, 
or diſſembling Gloſs in their admiring De— 
dicators. In this degenerate Age of Cenſo- 
riouſneſs and Innovation, as well as Pro— 
phaneneſs, Immorality, and Libertiniſm, an 
obſcure Author had need ſecure to himſelf 
the ſafeſt Sanctuary of Refuge in Diſtreſs, 
before ever he ventures upon publiſhing 
any Old-ftaſhion'd Book in Praiſe of Virtue, 
or unfaſhionable Treatiſe in Diſpraiſe of Vice, 
for fear of offending thoſe ſuperior Criticks 
in Novelty, the Free-Thinkers in Vogue, the 
Free- Agents in Diabolical Clubs, the friend- 
ly Abettors of Licentiouſneſs in Practice, or 
the falſeſt Fautars of all Irreligion in Faſhion; | 
as well as for fear alſo of being forc'd to 
fly at laſt, even to the very Altar, for better 
Security, Abſolution or Indemnity, againſt 
their furious Inſults, and infernal Encroach- 
ments upon divine Revelation. 

Give me leave then, Madam, with great 
Submiſſion, to lay this ioral, Religious and 
Royal Leſſon at your Honour's Peet, for ſome 

- kinder Patronaze at your gracious Hands; 
| Or 
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or to court the ſureſt Alam of Relief upon 
ſo preſſing an Occaſion, as it were in Rigg 
Solomon's Temple, for ſome Redreſs of ſuch © 
ſpiritual Grievances, Your moſt excellent 
Virtues demand the ſole Dedication of it, as 
a Debt highly due to your Lachſbip's own 
great Merit and magnificent Character. For 
as Jo have the greateſt Share in the. virtu- 
cus Accompliſhments of this ſacred Paxeg - 
rick, ſo you have the beſt Title to the great- 
eſt Bleſſings and Glories it can beſtow. I 
need not tell the World, they very well 
know this for a certain Truth already, with- 
out any farther Deſcant or fawning: Diſſi- 
mulation; that your Qzalifica:ions, both of 
Mind and Body, are incomparably Good, 
exceedingly Great, inſuperably Graceful, and 
inexpreſſibly Agrecable. They aſtoniſh all 
your charm'd Beholders at firit Sight into 
univerſal Love and Admiration. Your ſingu- 
lar Endowments, both natural and acquired, 
excellently deſerve more florid Encomiums 
than the moſt eloquent Orator can deſign in 
a full Idea of Fancy, or pretend to form 
exactly in Imagination. Your Chaſtity, Cha- 
rity, and other celeſtial Graces, are ſo far 
ſublim'd by the moſt pious Practices of Ex- 
perience, above the very Art of Sublimity 
it ſelf; that it muſt willingly ſubmit its 
lofty Head, and acknowledge its own, Tnfir- 
mity, as well as Inferiority, even to your” 


| Meekneſs, Humility, or Lowlineſs of Mind. 


Your Piety, Devout cſs, and Religion, both 
E 14 
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in Publick and Private, render You of an 
earthly Creature only not Divine, but ſpi- 
ritualiz'd, as it were, far above the groſs 
Complements of Humanity. Your exem- 
© plary Prudence, Conduct and Diſcretion in al! 
Points of good Education, Breeding, or e- 
haviour, as well as Beauty, Wiſdom, and Ho- 
lineſs, in all Reſpects, either of a ſingle or a 
conjugal State of Life, will eaſily ſurprize 
Thoſe, who ſhall ever have the Honour of 
your happy Acquaintance, into the profound- 
eſt Silence of Veneration, and a tacit Inſuffi. 
ciency of Thought, They mult all readily 
own the Imperfection of humane Rhetorick 
it ſelf in commending your ſuperior Per- 
fections. To ſay more of them, would only 
be ſaying Jeſs ſtill than your Virtue, almoſt 
Divine, merits; and it would ſeem little elſe 
than magnifying your ſuperlative Character 
(humanely ſpeaking) into a Diminution of it 
by the unequal Attempt : Inſomuch that it 
would be difficult for me to determine here, 
whether You do not better entirely deſerve 
che Recommendation of this Mirrour of good 
Manners, Modeſty, and all other Vertues, 
both moral and religious, contain'd in King 
Lemuel's Leſſon; rather than the Honour only 
of recommending it to the fair Sex, as well as 
the reſt of Mankind, by your own illuſtrious, 
tho? never fo inimitable Example. But, in a 
Word, your Ladyſhip's ſurpaſſing Excellencies 
(not to ſay Royal Majefty's in Emulation) have 
ſufficiently furniſh'd me at laſt with a full 
| Anſwer 


The Dedication. vii 
Anſwer to that puzzling Queſtion of the 
reat Prophetick QUEEN 1n the tenth Verſe 
of this delightful Chapter of Delicacy as well 
as Devotion: Who can find a virtwous Woman ? 
for her Price is far above Rubies. And ſhe is 
now eminently found in your own glorious 
Perſon. | 
ArTER all, when I conſider the memo- 
rable Glories of your Anceſtors, the Renown 
of your Family, and the Nobleneſs of your 
Extraction, as well as the remarkable Bleſſings 
of your Birth, and the Felicities of your well- 
ſpent Life: I can only imperfectly wiſh ] were 
able to praiſe them worthily, while Tow may 
illuſtriouſly intail them upon the lateſt Poſte- 
rity; or, impatiently wiſhing, pray for ſo de- 
ſerving a Patronneſs of diſtreſſed Virtue, that your 
celebrated Nuptials may be as happy (com- 
paratively ſpeaking) as Ki Solomon's Royal 
Marriage with Kjng Pharaoh's Daughter was, 
in all Reſpects of heav'nly Benediction; and, 
for a Concluſion at laſt, immutably ſubſcribe 
my ſelf, with the humbleſt Submiſſion, higheſt 


Honour, and proſoundeſt Congratulations of 


Joy upon Earth; 


Tour Ladzſhip”s 
Moſt obedient, faithful, 


humble Servant, 


Oſwald Dyke's. 


S E ADE RS will always judge for themſelves, 
let the Pre facer ſay what he can to court their 
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4 Faveur. This Trifie of a Book however is of- 
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SN fer'd with the ut mot: good Will, Modeſty and 


Submiſſion to better Judgments, An Author muſt ſtand 


or fall in the Event h his own Veracity and the Integrity 


of his Performances. Prefacing is become an abſolute 
Cuſtom; and Writers, as well as other Folks of greater 
Figure in this Ager had almost as good be out of the World, 
as out of the Faſhion, Moſt People now a- Days are beſt 

leaſed with Novelties. | 
Well then, without any farther Ceremony, theſe pious 
Allegorics, Parables, or Proverbs, call *em which you 
pleaſe, are ſolemn Alluſuons of an extraordinary Nature, 
and recommend to us the Viſdom of our moſt famous Pre- 
eceſſours for our Imitation and Improvement. They 
inſtrutt our Lives in a great deal of Divine, as well as 
humane Learning. They ſet forth the beft Diſcipline, both 
of Hum n ty and Divipity.They expel Vice. and introduce 
Virtue. T ey bridle the Tongue from all evil ſpeaking, or 
opprovriou: Language; keep the Eye from all Wantonneſs, 
or lajcivio:ss Looks , and tie up the Hands from all Injury, 
or 
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The PREFACE: ix 
or Injuſtice. They correct Sloth, chaſtiſe Luſt, teach 


Prudence, encourage Diligence, and gloriouſly repreſent 
all other moral Virtues with an Air of the moſt lively 
Veneration and laſting Felicity. here's no Room left 
here for obliging ſome Humouriſts, by gleſſing over their 
vicious Actions, or flattering their Offences. 

Indeed the late laborious Dr. Patrick raiſes a mighty 
Diſpute upen the inſuing Royal Leſſon; and ftrenu- 
ouſly contends, that this Chapter ought not to be aſcrib'd 
to Bathſheba and Solomon, as if it was all meerly Con- 
jecture, without the leaſt Ground, or any good Reaſon to 
be aſſign d for it: But that this King Lemuel was ſome 
other Prince, in a foreign Country, whoſe Mother's 
Name was unknown, though believ'd to be of a prophetick 
Spirit; that ſhe was rather a Jewiſh Lady, not Bathſhe- 
ba, marry'd to ſome Prince of another diſtant Kingdom; 
and that Lemuel, her ſuppoſed Son, was not Solomon, 
but ſome great Perſon, or a different Prince in Chaldæa. 
But the learned Grotius fancies Hezekiah to be the 
King bere mention'd or meant, under the Name of Le- 
muel, upon 4 very ſlender Reaſon; only becauſe this 
Chapter follows the Collection of Solomon's Proverbs, 
Chap. 25. made by his Servants: And how judiciouſly 
ſeever, or otherwiſe, I leave to the Determination of wi- 
ſer Diſputants. After All, the DoQtor himſelf grants, 
which is ſufficient for the Fuſtification of the Method 
of my Proceeding; that, It is generally taken for 
granted, both by Hebrew and Chriſtian Writers, 
that King Lemuel, whoſe Mother gave him the Pre- 
cepts contained in this Chapter, was Solomon: 
Whom Barhſheva took Care early to inſtruct in his 
Duty; being, as ſome of no ſmall Name fancy, di- 
vinely infpir'd with the Gift of Prophecy. So much 


for the Matter in Debate; with as much Brevity as poſ- 


ſible, and without woolly amitting this Variety of Opini- 
ons: | which, at full Length, would be highly imperti- 
nent to my preſent Unaertating. 


Hows 
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How ſoever that be in the Controverſy among the 
Learned, my ſole Buſineſs in this Book will be only 
Practical. I ſhall do like the Whetſtone in Horace; 
fangar vice eotis— to ſharper-upReligion and Morali- 
ty à little, or to give a keener Edge to the Practice of 
both in this dull lron-Age. I ſhall endeavonr to whet 
People to all Virtues, by gently corretting or curing their 
contrary Vices. Good wholſome Counſel, moral Advice, 
and a little ſmart Satyr, will not burt their Perſons, and 
do them no great Harm as to their Manners. I have 
not ſtudy'd the Art of Rhetorick or ſoothing Language, 
ſo much as a good Life and ſome inſtructive Lampoon in 
the Performance. A Moral Writer ſhould rather chuſe 
to act the Part of a prudent Phyſician, than to play the 
Flatterer or fine Orator. And if his Phyſick be proper 
for the Patient, it is no Matter for the Plainneſs of the 
Pill without gilding, or the Bitterneſs of the Potion 
without obliging the Palate. However, I have been as 
Tender as poſſible in the following Touches; without 
cither thoſe extreme Severities of probing the Wound 
too deep on the one Hand, or thoſe defect ive Indulgences 
of Palliating the Cure on the other : at leaſt without any 
Favour, Flattery or Affection on either Side, according 
to the Nature of their Diſtempers and Indiſpoſitions. 

Panegyrick and Satyr are fo carefully mingled in this 
Compoſition, that we hope it will prove a tolerable, honeſt, 
inoſfenſive Family-Book; a Leſſon of moſt Duties both 
Civil and Domeſtick, or a kind of Looking-laſs, at leaſt 
for Ladies, and other young People, to ſee their Virtues and 
Vices in at full View: fairly repreſenting both Wiſdom 
end Folly in their proper Colours az well as real Complex ions. 

1. As to the Panegyrick; It commends only the Good, 
and rewards Virtue with the mo5t deſerved Honours of 
Applauſe. Who would ever have blam'dPliny Junior, 
for ſo magnificently praiſing the Civil Virtues of the Em- 
perour Trajan; if he had not defac'd all bsEycellencies, 
and ſully'd his Glories by the extreme Cruelty which he 
exerciſed againſt the Profeſſours of Chriſtianity, *Tis im- 

; poſſible 
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poſſible to extol a wiſe, juſt and righteous Prince or Prin- 


ceſs with too much Magniſicence; ſo long as the Panegy- 
riſt keeps within the Rules of good Faith and Bounds of 


good Manners. They juſtly deſerve the bigheſt Eacomi- 


ums of Rhetorick; require the loude5F Harangues of 
Eloquence, and demand the loftieſt Flights both of Art 
and Nature, by their ſingular Merits, upon the Pinnacle 
of Honour and Virtue. Virtuous People are the mot 
valuable, praiſe-worthy and ineſtimable. They ſhould 
wear Crowns of Laurel, for their better Diſtinfion. 
They cannot be too well recommended, in the brighteſt 
Characters and fineſt Eulog ies of Glory, to the Eſteem, 
Reverence and Admiration of the World. But whoſoever 
was the Author of the Satyr againſt Virtue, Poet or Pe- 
dant, he only acted the Part of the Antipodes to common 
Reaſon. *Twas no more than a vain Piece of Blaſphemy 
againſt her unblemiſh'd Beauty without burting her eſt a- 
bl:iſh'd Character. 

II. As to the Satyr; It condemns only the Bad, and 
puniſhes Vice with the moſt deſerved Laſhes of Diſgrace. 
Who could ever yet find Fault with Juvenal, the Prince 
of Satyriſts, for diſpraiſing the Vices, Follies and Vani- 
ties of degenerate Rulers or Regents, Noblemen or 


Magiſtrates, &c. with ſo much Severity; when they ſtill 


peremptorily perſiſted in their corrupt Practices, and pro- 
ceeded in their licentiousCourſes of living with the utmoſt 
Irreligion as well as Immorality ? It is impoſſible to de- 


grade ſuch lewd Debauchees ſufficiently with the greateſt 


Invectives againſt their Vicicuſneſs. Who can ſpare 
their ſoaring aloft in the Height of Pride and Ambition, 
Cruelty and Oppreſſion, Treachery and Faiſhood. They 
cannot be debaſed too low, or diſoraced by the ſmarteſt 
Strokes of the Pen, with too much Abhorrence and Deteſt- 
ation, for their unpardonable Liberties. Hut what little 
lewd, vile Wretches ſoever, ſhall become Encomiaſts of 
Vice after all; Such Libertines will certainly merit the 
moſt exquiſite Puniſhments, or Reproaches of Life, that 
Satyr can invent; not to purſue the Metapnar of the 


Laſh 
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Laſh any farther, among common Offenders, either to the 
Cart, or the Whinping- Poſt, for Cyrreftion. Greater Per- 
Jons may perhaps proſper in their Iniquities for a while, 
and flouriſh by ſuch diſſulute Practices. But lo then the 
Chaff they are like, according to the Royal Pſalmiſt, 
fudaenly ſcatter'd in the Whirl-Wind! All their Bleſ- 


ſings are driven away at a Blaſt of the divine Diſplea- 


ſure. Their falſe Glory goes off in a Breath of Air. 
The Levity flies apace, and nothing of Value remains un- 
waniſhd. Who therefore can forbear checking Vice, 
either walking in the Connſel of the ungodly, ſtand- 
ing in the Way of Sinners, ſitting in the Seat of the 
Scornful, riding trinmphant in the Chariot of Vani- 
ty, or unlawfully Domineering in the full Career of 
a proſperous Iniquity, Wickedneſs and Injultice ? 

This impartial Compoſition then, or exact Mixture of 
the Moralities and Immoralities of People; as well in 
Praiſe of the Good and Virtuous, according to their Me- 
rits, as in Diſpraiſe of the Bad and Vicious, according 
to their Demerits, among both Sexes, yourg or old : 
peradventure may have its deſired Effect, either of ovlig- 
ing the One, or reforming the Other, upon a ſtrict Pe- 
ruſal of the Book to the cloſer Practice of their Duties. 
However, in fine, tis hop'd the candid Reader will eaſily 
perceive, that I have ſaid nothing of Party-Malice, Im- 
modeſty or Immoderation in this Work, or at leaſt J 
think ſo, according to the beſt of my Knowledge : and have 
advanc'd no new Doctrines to offend any Kingdom ; 
where either the ſacred Scripture is not reckoned diſ- 
affected to the Government of it, or the Government 
of it is not really diſſatisfied with the ſacred Scripture. 
But without any farther Prefacing, this Royal Leſſon 
contains the Character of a virtuous King and Queen; 
and they who heſt deſerve it, are moſt truly intitl'd ta 
the greateſt Glories of its Coronation. Adieu. 
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NUPTIA REGALES: 
O R, 
King LEM U ELs Leſſon 
Paraphrasd, &c. 


PrxoveRBs, Chap. xxxi. Verſe 1. 


The Words of King Lemuel; the Prophecy 
that his Mother taught Him. 


PARAPH RAS E. 


HES E are the weighty Words 
= and wiſe Sentences of King Le- 
muel; which his careful Mother 
Bathſheba taught him in his Youth, 
as the beſt Rules to walk by, and 
to lay the ſolideſt Foundations of 


future Glory, Royalty, or Renown: Well un- 


derſtanding, that the Fear of the Lord is not 
only the Beginning, but alſo the End of all Wiſ- 
dom; and that to train up a Child from his 
Infancy in the Ways of Virtue, which he ſhould 
purſue in his riper Years, is = only Method can 
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2 Lemuel's Leſſon 
be taken to prevent his departing from Good- 
neſs in his old Age, and wandering into the Wil- 
derneſs of all Evil and Folly. It was the ſole 
Deſire of her Soul, it feems, to ſee her Son do 
well in the World ; and therefore ſhe gives him 
theſe ſalutary Inſtructions following, that are fit 
for the greateſt Monarch and the wiſeſt Prince, 
to the meaneſt Perfon or pooreſt Peaſant upon 
Earth; either for reQifying his own Manners, 
ruling his Family, or governing his Kingdoms. 
Theſe Sacred Sayings carry along with them the 
Voice of divine Inſpiration and Prophecy. They 
are of ſo great moment, that they plainly appear 
to proceed from a prophetick Spirit of Hea- 
venly Intelligence and Wiſdom. And ſhe after- 
wards inculcates them with ſo much Authority, 
as well as pathetical Affection, as if ſhe was a 
Propheteſs indeed, with no leſs Character than 
that of having God Almighty's Commiſſion and 
Credentials. For ſhe teaches him in this Chapter, 
all Manner of deſirable Graces and good Things, 
that Heart can wiſh for in this tranſitory Life, 
and foretels him of his future Happineſs by fol- 
lowing her virtuous Advice, and adhering to her 
inſtructive Council, againſt raſh Judgment, or 
taking ill Courſes. In ſhort, her Majeſty's pru- 
dent Admonitions intitle him to a Crown at pre- 
ſent upon Earth, as well as in Heaven hereafter ; 
and give him a plentiful Foretaſte of the Joys to 
come, both in this and the next World. 


R E M AR K s. 


e ROVERSY is none of my Buſineſs 
in this Place. But whoſoever this Mother 
was, whether Queen Bat hſbeba, or ſome other 
Jewiſh Princeſs ; and whoever King Lemuel was, 
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Parapbras'd. 3 
whether Solomon, or ſome other Prince in Chaldea; 
it cannot be very material or proper to my pre- 
ſeat Purpoſe. For what would that Diſpute 
ſignifie to this practical Paraphraſe, or theſe 
Moral Remarks? However, without all doubt, 
ſhe inſtructed her Child as became a Queen, and 
a Parent of Piety as well as Love; by taking 
Care of his early Inſtitution in the learned Coun- 
ſels of the Ancients, and teaching him his exact 
Duty as a King : So that I ſhall, with Submiſſion, 
purſue the Parable here as it lies in Holy Scri- 

ture, for our good Example, without any 
Scryple concerning the Tradition, or Variation 
from the Sacred Text, or as little Deviation as 
poſſible from the Scope of this remarkable Leſſon. 

PROVERBS then, in this Senſe, are not to 
be taken here for the Old Sayings or Saws of Man- 
kind in common Converſation ; but for the ſo- 
lid Sentences of Sacred Truth, and brief Oracles 
of Divine Wiſdom, for the better Regulation 
of humane Life, according to the bleſſed Word 
of God. They are the wiſeſt Obſervations upon 
Men's Manners, couch'd in the feweſt Words. 
They ought to be in every Body's Mouth, as 
the moſt eloquent Speeches and the beſt Inſtructi- 
ons of the Mind. They are undeniable Maxim: 
of eternal Verity, Veracity, and Prudence. They 
are the moſt ſpecial and principal Rzles, either 
of Thiaking, Speaking, or Acting. In fine, they 
are indeed the moſt pithy and profitable Alluſrons 
to the Nature of Things, under the madeſteſt 
Concealment of the Senſe, or the Satyr of them 
in Expreſſion. 

WHAT the Great St. Baſil, and the late 
learned Dr. Patrick, have ſaid of the whole Bool 
of Proverbs in general, I may be allow'd here to 
affirm in a great Meaſure of this ſingle Chapter 
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in particular; by Way of Compendium to this 
Effet: © It is an Inſtruttion of Manners, a Corre- 
&« tion of the Paſſions, and an entire Direction of 
ce the whole Life, containing Abundance of Precepts 
& about Well- Doing. It contains alſo the © Beſt 
&« Advices that can be given, either to Princes, 
« Counſellors, Judges, Miniſters, and other Publick 
« Magiſtrates; or to all Sorts of Inferior Subjects, 
«© in their ſeveral Relations and Conditions of 
« Life: te make them both Pious and Politick; 
& to help them in judging of Peoples Characters, 
ce and the Event of their Deſigns; to direct them 
& in the Choice of their Conſorts; to admoniſh them 
c in the Education of their Children, and to 
& aſſiſt them in the Management of their dome- 
ce ſtick Affairs, as well as in their worldly Tranſ- 
& actions with other Men. | ſhall only beg leave 
to add, after this, according to the Deſign of 
my Undertaking, that it likewiſe eminently ſets 
forth the great Duties of Continency and Sc- 
briety, of Love and Charity, of Compaſſion and 
Relief, of Juſtice and Impartiality, of Virtue and 
Induſtry : All faithfully diſplayed in this Work, 
upon the Foyl of their oppoſite Vices, for the 
Benefit of both Sexes, in their Choice of a Hus- 
band or Wife, as well as for the better Encomi- 
um of Wiſdom, and Encouragement of Wedlock. 

I. SUCH wiſe Sayings then as theſe en- 
ſuing Parables, or Proverbs; the excellent Pre- 
cepts of a Moral and a good Life given to Solo- 
mon. deſcended from King David, a Man after 
GOD's own Heart, and ordained of GOD to 
be King over Iſrael after his Father's Death 
and Demiſe; with the divine Doctrines, which 
his Mother Bathſheba prophetically taught him, 
of a prudent Deportment and virtuous Con- 
duct in humane Affairs; Should in all Reaſon 
EXCILE 
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excite us, moving in an inferiour Capacity, to a 
noble Emulation of ſo great an Original, and 
to copy after ſo glorious an Example of Wiſ⸗ 
dom; in Order to be like him in a lower Sphere 
of Life and Happineſs, by our good Behavjour. 
Such a laudable Imitation of his Virtues, it is 
to be hop'd, will prove the current Felicity of 
our Lives ever after, without any Danger of a 
Fall, or relapſing into the contrary Vices ; e- 
ſpecially upon conſidering the Caution given us 
of Solomon's Vaaities, Frailties, and © Sins he had 
& been drawn into by the Snares of ſtrange Women, 
© in his Juvenile Tears: Who had m ide this 
© admirable Perſon as great an Example of Foll 
«K afterwards, as he had been before of Wiſdom: 
But his hearty Repentance falv'd all ; heal'd his 
Sores, cur'd the Evil, and render'd him the 
great Eccleſiaſtes of the World. 
Il, HO W well does her Royal Majeſty, as 
a moſt exemplary loving Mother, here diſcover 
her good Nature and Tenderneſs, by diſcharg- 
ing her bounden Duty and Conſcience to her 
dear Son in this Leſſon of Virtue! How is ſhe 
wrapt up in his Welfare and Wiſdom! The 
Inſtruction of her beloved Darling Prince, the 
growing Hopes of her noble Family, is the 
great Concern of her Life. Nothing comes in 
Competition with ir, bat God and her Spouſe; 
by the ſtricteſt Obligation of ſacred , Worſhip, 
divine Reverence, and humane Honour, in the 
firſt Place. But when they are both duly ſer- 
ved, her next Care is to cultivate the natural 
Endowments of his Mind, with the utmoſt Sa- 
tisfaction and Pleaſure of her own Soul. And, 
Thanks be to God! we have many good indul- 
gent Mothers at this Time of Day; who, out of 
natural Affection as well as Duty, follow her 
B 3 glorious 
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lorious Example in the early Tuition of their 

hildren; who take the greateſt Care of their 
Well-doing, and are generally ſolicitous for the 
Improvement of their Underſtandings, by in- 
ſtructing them in the Principles both of Mor- 
rality and Religion, as well as cultivating both 
their Bodies and their Minds with good Edu- 
cation in their tender Years. Careful Mothers! 
who never leave their Children wholly to their 
own Evil Geniuſes, wild Inclinations, or the 
Liberties of the wide World. Who never a- 
bandon them to ſhifr for themſelves, and to 
chooſe what Perſwaſion, or what Way of Li- 
ving they pleaſe, that moſt ſtrikes their fond 
Fancies, or gratifies their giddy Brains ; un- 
taught, unadvisd, and perhaps undone at laſt 
for Want of ſuch wholeſome Counſels and Qua- 
lifications of Virtue, as their negligent Parents 
ought to have given them in their Infancy, and 
Rs when they came to Maturity of Rea- 
on. 

TO keep good Company ought to be the 
firſt eſtabliſh'd Principle and ſtanding Precept 
of all youthful Inſtruction. Civil Converſation 
is certainly the juſt Delight of the wiſer Part 
of the World. But then our common Chat in 
Private requires, either the ſtricteſt Regulation 
of Thought, and exacteſt Government of the 


Tongue, or the earlieſt Reformation of Man- 
ners, and Averſion of Libertiniſm ; for fear f 


publick Cenſure, Reflection or Scandal. Giving 
Offence by looſe Table-Talk will always be 
accounted a Breach of humane Society and fa- 
miliar Friendſhip ; as well as the Diſſolution 
of Virtue and Honour, off the Lip of an im- 
modeſt Mouth. Wo be to the Gffender! For 
hat can be the End of his ludicrous Fooleries, 
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luſcious Diſcourſes, or vain Babblings in Com- 
pany? Let himſelf judge, if any Good can come 
on't; if any Applauſe; if any Approbation; if 
any Intereſt, either Temporal or Spiritual, can 
accrue from ſuch vile Talking, of immoral Smut, 
Bawdry and Prophaneneſs, by whole-ſale, among 
virtuous Hearers. Tis nothing but vending of 
bad Air; ſpreading an infectious Breath, or at 
leaſt retailing of Smoak and Aſhes, Froth and 
Vapours. Let his own Conſcience be the Court, 
and his laſt Appeal made to common Modeſty 
tor Conviction. However ſurely no young Strip- 
ling, how guilty or gallant ſoever, can pretend, 
that either his Mother or his Maſter ever taught 
him ſuch licentious Leſſons. But the Degeneracy 
muſt proceed rather from evil Communication, 
or the Corruption of a deprav'd Nature. And 
yet nothing exceeds, or comes up to Burleſquing 
of Scripture, ſporting with Blaſphemy, and ri- 
diculing Religion, for Wickedneſs among ſome 
modiſh Gentlemen. When. Myſteries of Faith 
are made a Banter; and Miracles, a Meockery : 
Woe betide the merry Feſter, the miſerable 
Blaſphemer, the diſſolute Tranſpreſſor of common 
Senſe, Law and Reaſon! Byt a Perſon that is 
foul at Heart, will ever be as foul in the 
Mouth; and deſerves the ſevereſt Sarcaſm of the 
Pſalmiſt for his Pains: For who but a Fool 
would have ſaid in his Heart, There is no God ? 
Let the moſt harden'd Atheiſt make the Refle- 
ction, and ſeriouſly conſider, that if there be 
none, we are all in as good a Condition as 
himſelf; but and if there be one, (as undoubr- 
edly there is, and he muſt believe it, if he 
will fairly give himſelf leave to look out of 
his Eye-Lids) What 4 dangerous Condition is he 
in? Natural Reaſon ſhould induce him to chew 
B 4 the 
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the Cud npon this Argument for his Conver- 
on. However, my Buſineſs is with Believers, 
not Infidels. Give me Leave then to recommend 
the whole Book of Proverbs, as the beſt Sum- 
mary of Inſtruction, that Parents can give their 
Children from their Cradles; either for the 
Study of Wiſdom, the Prolongation of their 
Lives in Peace and Proſperity, or the Keeping 
of better Company and Converſation, than that 
of profligate Atheiſts, fooliſh Deiſts, or lewd 
Libertines. Nothing ought to be more abhorr'd, 
than irreligious Buffoonry; or more deſpis'd, 
than ſpiritual Merry- Andrews. Let their dutiful 
Children rather learn thoſe incomparable Leſſons 
of Virtue; often read and revolve them, till 
they have made the deepeſt Impreſſion in their 
tender Hearts, Minds and Memories. They will 
accompliſh them, by the Grace of God, in their 
Manhood with inexpreſlible Glories, of Under- 
ſtanding, Knowledge and Diſcretion ; of Juſtice, 
Judgment and Equity; of Chaſtity, Charity 
and Temperance; of Protection, Safety and 
Succeſs; of Piety, Patience and Preſerverance 
to Eternity, in Purſuit ſtill of a more bleſſed 
State of Life towards the Conſummation of all 
Happineſs. 

ON the contrary, alas! there are ſome Mo- 
thers now-a-days, that would fain be thought 
careful and indulgent Parents; and yet rarely 
ſend their Children abroad to any School, (ex- 
cept that of Dancing) either for Writing, Read- 
ing, or Accounts; for good Breeding, or more 
neceſſary Needle-Work; to learn the Rudiments 
of Religion, or to be inſtructed in the Funda- 
mentals of Chriſtianity, by praQiſing upon the 
Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Com- 
mandments, rather than the Amici — 
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of the Body: Which ſhews, that they have a 
greater Value for the Education of their Heels, 


7 than the Inſtruction of their Heads. I am not 


2? ſpeaking againſt the Genteelneſs of that Pro- 
* feſſion, or the Lawfulneſs of that Practice; but 


tit would move any good Man's Indignation to 


© conſider, that the bleſſed St. John Baptiſt loſt 
| his Head by a Dancing-Bout. However, ſuch 
careleſs Mothers as theſe, often teach both their 
Sons and Daughters a viler Leſſon of Life at 
Home; a falſe Leſſon of Folly and Vanity ; of 
Pride, Luxury and Liberty; of dreſſing fine 2 
lamode, to the Prejudice of their nobler Parts, 
or the Diſad vantage of their Devotion; and of 
miſpending their Time in going too much to 
Balls, Plays and Maſquerades; or of frequenting 
the Theatre of Sin, and the Anti- Chamber of Ini- 
quity, oftener than piouſly reſorting to the 
Houſe of God, to deprecate all Temptations 
of Levity, Incontinency and Debauchery : Which 
> portends nothing but a total Diſſolution of 
good Manners, and propheſies little elle, 
than an impending Ruin, or Danger both of 
Body and Soul, by the licentious Practice. The 
= moſt Angelick Fopperies ought to be ſhunn'd, 
and alluring Appearances abridg'd; which only 
J on forward People a Satanizing in their juvenile 
Tears. 
= BUT what ſhall we ſay of another ſort of 
indolent, idle Mothers, if there can be any ſuch, 
as It is commonly reported, with as much Cre- 
dit as Reproach: Thoſe that actually infuſe 
i] Principles into their Children, inſtead of 
Virtues; and bring them up to nothing but 
ſome jejune, barren, or baſe Obſervations of the 
Tea-Table, by their bad Examples? There they 
are oftentimes goſſiping, back-biring and di- 

ſturbing 
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ſturbing the very Peace of a good Neighbour- 
hood, over that unhealthful Liquor, how faſhi- 
onable ſoever ; where all the falſe Stories about 
the Town come to be ſcandalouſly recounted 
with Ridicule, Banter and Barbarity; while 
they are immoderately drinking either their 
hot or cold Tea, to the great Detriment and 
Defamation of abſent Perſons, as well as to the 
Prejudice both of the publick and their own 
private Welfare. For all ſuch Goſsps are e- 
ſteem'd either the greateſt Inventors of Slander, 
or the verieſt Rehearſers of Lies in the World. 
Whereas Calumny ought to be check'd ; not 
encourag'd, countenanc'd, or propagated. And, 
In the mean Time, their Children perhaps have 

no better Leſſon ſet them all this while at their 
Books, but only to take Care of the Silver- 
Kettle, the Gold-Pot and the China-Diſnes, as 
they would of their Lives; for fear of break- 
ing them, and ſouring their immoral Conver- 
ſation upon the next merry Meeting at Bre- 
faſt. But we hope better Things; and that 
common Fame may only prove to be a com- 

mon Lyar. However, if there is no Need of 1 
Correction in this Point; it may yet be neceſ- 
ſary, by Way of Prevention. 4 

B E that as it will! I cannot forbear men- 
tioning another Sect again of modern and new- 
faſnion'd Mothers; who teach their Children, 
and eſpecially their too much indulg'd Daugh-- 
ters, an other-wiſe Leſſon, far different from 
Bathſheba's;, of reading Romances, Stage-Playes, © 
Love Songs, ſmutty Ballads, and the moſt per- 
nicious Books of Buffoonry, Prophaneneſs and Im- 
morality : Inſtead of curious Needle-Works and 
other ingenious Exerciſes or induſtrious Arts; 
in Lieu of revolving the Holy Scriptures, or * 
more 
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more particularly in Contempt of Peroſing the 


waſte· paper; quite our of Faſhion ; deſpis'd, as 
inſipid to their luſhious Guſts, or below their 


- finer Taſte of Things; rejected, as equally un- 


' worthy either of their corrupt Reading, preju- 


dic'd Peruſal, or vicious Practices; and only 


reckon'd now-a-days, as unfit to qualifie our 


young Gentry for the more agreeable Liberties 
and Vagaries of this looſe Age of Diverſion 
and Spectacle. But her Majeſty here had more 
glorious Things in View; of teaching 


\ Youth Virtue, and better Breeding than thoſe 


faſhionable Vices moſt in vogue among unreform- 
ed Courtiers and genteel Sinners. 


VERSE II. 


HAI, my Son? And what, the Son of 
my Womb And mhat, the Son of my 


Lows ? 


PARAPHRASE., 


BRE the great Oueen ſpeaks 
JI] the natural Sentiments of her 
0 Uh Soul, with no leſs Eagerneſs of 
8. WIN Paſſion and Vehemency of Af- 
= | fecton for her young Son Solo- 
mon, than a preſſing Earneſtneſs 
of Concern for his proſpering and flouriſhing 
hereafter in the World. Hear your Mother, 
my Love and Delight, with the moſt diligent 
Attention ! What, my dear Child; my only Son, 
EF. and 
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and the ſole Heir to your Father's Glories as 
well as Eſtate? What, the Child that I care- 
fully bare of my own Body? And what, O the 
Child of my Vows, Prayers and Deſires; whom 
I begged of God to give me, as the greateſt Bleſ- 
fing from Heaven? How can I expreſs the Care 
and Tenderneſs I have both for your ſacred 
Perſon and good Education, according to your 
Royal Extract; or how can I find Words ſuf- 
ficient to inſtru& your tender Mind in all man- 
ner of Kingly Virtues to make you happy, ac- 
cording to the full Extent of my Wiſhes for 
your Well doing, before you have the Honour 
of Sitting upon the Throne of your Father 
David! What ſhall I beg of you, my Life, and 
the Joy of my Heart, to do for my Satisfa- 
Aion; who have endur'd ſo much Difficulty, 
Shame and Diſgrace, as well as Pangs of 
Labour, Sorrow and Travail, for the Happineſs 
of your Birth? What greater Comfort ſhall ! 
ask of you, than to imitate the Virtues of your 
noble Father, as you grow up; and to learn 
true Wiſdom and Religion by his glorious Ex- 
ample? I was confin'd ſome Months by carry- 
ing you in my Womb, and bringing you forth 
into this wonderful World. I have ſuffered both 
Natural Hardſhips of Body, and Political Pains 
of Mind, for your ſafe Delivery, What Requeſt 
then can you deny me, Great Sir! born to Em- 
pire and Dominion! for whom I ſent ſo many 
Prayers. to Heaven, before you ever ſaw the 
Light; and for whom J will continue my ſincere 
Devotion, that you may live to be a Man; a 
wiſe King, full of Grace and Goodneſs ; accom- 
pliſh'd with all Princely Endowments as well 
as Divine Excellencies; and crown'd at laſt 
with univerſal Renown, Applauſe or Acclama- 

| r10ns 


> . 4 — 4 
* 8 1 6 — 5 oF wh, 
4 OT” . e 


Parapbras d. 13 


tions of Joy, when you come to take Poſſeſſi- 
on of the Regal Sceptre and your Paternal 
= Kingdoms ! Hearken to my Advice then; which 
will the better qualify you to aſcend the Throne { 
of your Anceſtors, without any popular Oppo- 
* ſition or Reluctancy. This is all I paſſionately 
= deſire of you, my Son, in your growing Years ! 
' 


REMARKS. 


| 10 Us Fondneſs, and Zeal in Perfection 
P indeed! Theſe paſſionate Expreſſions of 
Love are ſuppoſed by ſome Writers, to flow 
from the Mouth of Queen Bathſheba, with a hearty 
* Deſire for reclaiming her Son Solomon, when ſhe 
; perceiv'd in him ſome vicious Inclinations, or 
= ſaw him begin to ſtagger in his Manhood; to 
take ill Courſes, and to delight in the Con- 
verſation of diſſolute Women: Expoſtulating 
the Matter with him ſedately, and checking the 
= Career of his keeping light Company in the 
Flower of his Youth. As if ſhe had ſaid, What 
do you mean, my Son, by following ſuch looſe Pra- 
3 tices, and expoſing your noble Perſon to ſuch vile 
3 Temptations, or evil Communication, which always 
corrupts good Manners ? But it is a great deal 
more probable, that ſhe began this affectionate 
Lecture with his Infancy ; and that it was gi- 
ven him as ſoon as ever he grew up, during 
his innocent and untainted Years, before his 
Childhood could poſſibly be corrupted by filthy 
Thovghts, wicked Words, or worſe Actions: 
In the moſt pathetick Terms of Tenderneſs 
and greateſt Concern of her Spirir for his doing 
well, and living virtuouſly in the World. In- 
ſomuch that ſhe lays before him, in his Mino- 
J rity, Three or Four of the moſt momentous 
Precepts 
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Precepts of humane Life, as well as the pro- 
pereſt for a Prince of his Royal Blood; ho- 
ping that he might continue to pract iſe them 
ſo faithfully in his Majority, as never to for- 
et his Duty either to God or Man afterwards, 
in the whole Courſe of his future Grandeur 
and growing Glory. 

HOW excellent then and wiſe was this 
Expoſtulation! The Paſſion of the loving Mo- 
ther is very remarkable here; wrought up to 
the utmoſt Pitch of Pathology, and feeling Elo- 
quence, It is a moſt tender and preſling Repe- 
tition of a natural Duty incumbent upon all 
Mothers, of what Denomination or Diſtinction 
ſoever, from the higheſt to the loweſt Rank; 
and very plauſibly inculcated in Behalf of their 
Children, to give them good Education in their 
Infancy, and to ſeaſon their younger Years with 
everlaſting Principles of moral Honeſty and 


Virtue, as well as Religion. A pious and inſtry- 


tive Mother is a compleat Volume of Virtue 7 
and Goodneſs to her obſervant Children; where- 
by they may perfectly learn their own Leſſons, ? 
to the utmoſt Degree of Duty, Devoutneſs, and 
Obedience. 

I. FROM hence we may underſtand the 
Neceſſity of preparing for the early Education 
of our Children. Tis never too ſoon for them 
to begin to learn good Things, even by the 
Eye, before they can ſpeak. Inſtruction is as 
neceſſary as Nutrition, or their daily Food: 
The One, to ſupport Life; the other, to adorn | 
it, or make it eaſy and happy. They ought to 
be as carefully brought up, as they are natural- } 
ly brought forth; and bred up to Letters in due 
Time, with as moch Diligence, as they were 


born into the World. Nature of it ſelf is ei-“ 


ther 
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ther blind, dull, or very dim-ſighted; and re- 
„ * quires to be poliſh'd or enlighten'd by Art. 
3 2 Mis like a barren Field, that wants cultivating. 
It will never grow better without proper Til- 
„lage. But till, or plough and ſow the Ground 
T > well, and it will let no Tares grow up there; 
. it will ſuffer no Briars, nor Thorns, nor Thi- 
5 ſtles, nor Weeds, nor any noxious Plants, to take 
4 Root : Nothing to flouriſh in it without Eradica- 


tion, but only excellent Grain or Bread-Corn. 
he beſt natural Parts are but imperfect, with- 
out Learning. *Tis good Diſcipline and acqui- 
red Knowledge, that muſt bring them to their 
70 great Perfection. The ſureſt Foundations of Vir- 
tue, Honour, and future Happineſs, may be ſaid 
to be laid in our Cradles, and rais'd up in the 
Arms of our very Nurſes. Plutarch ſays, The 
h Beginning, Middle and End of a happy Life 
conſiſteth in good Education. It keeps Vouth 
from Diſobedience, preſerves them from Cor- 
= ruptions, and prevents their contracting ill Ha- 
dits. Nothing was more eſteem'd or eſtabliſh'd 


among the Ancients, than the virtuous Inſtitu- 
d tion of Youth. Plato inſiſts upon it as the greateſt 

Duty of Parents, next to the Preſervation of their 
1 L.ives. By the Falcidian Law, if the Son was 
N bang'd for any Offence, the Father was puniſh'd 


with Baniſhment for not inſtructing him better; 
= as an egregious Criminal, and highly acceſſory 
as do his Child's DeſtruQion. The famous Emperors, 
Trajan, and Adrian after him, brought up ſome 
Thouſands of Noblemen's Children to Leara- 
I. ing, Viftue and Arms, at their own proper 
Coſt and Charge. For this * and good End 
did our munificent Kings, of latter Days, with 


other bountiful Benefactors, Found ſo many 
ſtately Colleges and celebrated Univerſities all 
over 


16 TLemuel's Leſſon 
over Chriſtendom. They were appointed to cul- 
tivate and improve the liberal Arts and Sciences, 
for the better Advantage of our youthful Edu- 
cation. Indeed every good Beginning of this Kind 
ariſes from Nature; the great Progreſs of it, 
rom the Precepts of Reaſon; and the final Ac- 
compliſhment of it, from a right Uſe, Exerciſe 
and Application of Knowledge. Nature with- 
out the Improvement of Learning is little worth; 
and Learning again, without the Helps of Na- 
ture, proves as difficult and dull of Apprehen- 
ſion. But both together, equally good, concur- 
ring in the ſame Perſon, render him the moſt 
perfect Maſter of Reaſon, or at leaſt the moſt 

capable of Virtue, Wiſdom and Religion. Ly- 
curgw's familiar Example of the Two Dogs let 
looſe ; the one taking after the Hare, and the 
other to the Porridge-Pot, plainly ſhews, that 
the Power of Education far excels the Force 
of Nature, and alters the ordinary Bent of it 
for better things. Nothing avails more than 
Learning and Inſtitution to turn our Hearts, 
excite our Wills, and conform our paſſions to 
Virtue. They correct all evil Inclinations and 
Preturbations of the Mind, and diſpoſe it to 
habitual Goodneſs, as well as invincible Tran- 
quillity. Philoſophy made the great Socrates, and 
the brave Themiſtocles, both naturally inclin'd 
to Vices at firſt, the moſt famous Examples 
afterwards of Wiſdom and Courage, of good 
Conduct, Honour and Fortitude, School-Diſci- 
pline, like the Steel, fetches Fire out of the Flint 
of Nature; it gives Light, Life and Activity to 
all the hidden Powers of the Soul; it comforts the 
very Vitals of a virtuous Breaſt, warms his 
Heart with noble Deſires, and inflames the dark 
Faculties of his Mind into the brighteſt Perform- 
ances. 
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ances. But, above all other Perſons, the Sons 
of Princes, and Noblemen, & c. have the greateſt 
Occaſion for good Literature, to diſtinguiſh them 
from the meaner ſort of ignorant Mankind, or 
even to make ſome more eſſential Difference be- 
tween the King and the Cobler, a Peer and a 
Peaſant, beſides Crowns and Scepters, or Stars 

and Garters. | 
Il. FROM hence again we may likewiſe 
diſcover the great Advantages, as well as the 
Conveniency and Reaſonableneſs, of providing 
proper Maſters or Miſtreſſes to inſtru& our 
Children betimes, Male or Female, and to fur- 
niſh their growing Judgments with the moſt 
ſubſtantial Principles of future Felicity, as well 
as Knowledge. Tis certain, that as Seals and 
Signets can eaſily make any Impreſſion upon 
ſoft Wax, ſo wiſe Inſtructors may ſoon caſt up- 
on the pliant Minds of Youth, as in a Mould, 
the faireſt Images and Ideas of Virtue, Piety, 
and Prudence. They are naturally as ſuſceptible 
of Good or Evil, as capable of diſtinguiſhing 
between Light and Darkneſs. But then the Choice 
of a prudent Tutor, is the chief Buſineſs of a 
Father or Mother of a Family, who deſire their 
Sons and Daughters ſhould be made good Scho- 
lars, or happy Proficients in Underſtanding. 
Learning is but a Labyrinth, without ſuch a 
Guide. And what young Gentleman would ven- 
ture to wander into an unknown Maze, and 
have no careful Conductor? A proſperous Voy- 
age depends very much upon the Skilfulneſs of 
the Pilot. In ſhort, a diſcreet Preceptor may 
reaſonably be deem'd as neceſſary for his Pro- 
greſs in the Studies of Happineſs, as an indul- 
gent Parent for his Birth, or a kind Patron for 
his Preſervation and Preferment. Alexander the 
7 C Great 
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Great thought he ow'd as much at leaſt, if not 


more to his Maſter Ariſtotle, than to his Father 


Philip; and he made little Difference between 
the Natural, and Political Obligation of his Con- 
ſcience; or no Diſtinction at all berween his 
noble Extraction, and his glorious Inſtruction 
in Philoſophy. How happy muſt that Parent be, 
who finds out ſuch a valuable Treaſure as a learn- 
ed and judicious Tutor ; who is able to breed 
vp his Pupil, (whether Royal. Princely, or 
of meaner Pedigree) to Honour by Knowledge, 
to Nobility by Merit, to Conqueſt by Valour, to 
Dominion by Wiſdom, and to the Felicity both 
of Earth and Heaven at laſt, by downright 
Virtue and univerſal Veneration! As to the 
main Buſineſs of Inſtitution, either in Matter, 
Form, or Method of Teaching, few good Pa- 
rents can be thought ſo illiterate, as not to know 
wherein and how they would have their Chil- 
dren well inſtructed ; whether to ſecular Inte- 
reſt and Profit, to good Manners and genteel 
Profeſſions, - or to profound Underſtanding' and 
contemplative Learning. But however, it is to 
be remember'd always, that the great End of all 
their Studies muſt be ſtrictly refer'd, by their 


ſuperiour Directors, to the ſolemn Glory of God, 


and the ſerious Service of their Neighbours, by 
living up exactly to their ſeveral Charges and 
Vocations, without any Seſfiſpneſe, ſiniſter Views, 
or indirect Practices. Ariſtotle does not only 
recommend in general Terms, bur particularly 
preſcribes alſo, that al! Children of the moſt 
ordinary Capacities ſhould diligently learn Gram- 
mar, bodily Exerciſe, Mu lick, and Painting. For 
without grammatical Knowledge, he affirms no 
Buſineſs can be weil done; which depends upon 
Speaking, Reading and Writing exactly, fit ror 
3 i couu- 
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common Dealing and modern Commerce. The 
Gymnaſtical Part will mightily contribute to their 
Health, Strength and Vigour; through honeſt 
Labours, moderate Exerciſes, and manly Diver- 
fions. Muſick will highly conduce to their 
Satisfaction, and ſerve to ſolace or recreate. their 
Minds after the Fatigue of their Bodies, with its 
innocent Mirth and reviving Harmony. And 
then for Painting, it will agreeably put them 
upon conſidering the wonderful Beauty, wiſe” 
Symmetry, and exact Compoſition of all Things, 
by repreſenting them to the Life, and bringing 
their own Perſons, as well as their Pieces or 
pictures, into Admiration. I might reaſonably add 
to theſe Four Qualifications, One more, of Draw- 
ing; to be as brief as I can, abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for moſt Trades, as well as Mechanicks or 
Mathematicks. And indeed, according to 
report, there are ſcarce any curious Workmen 
in all France, that do not underſtand this uſe- 
ful and ingenious Art, ſo much neglected in 
England; wherein they find a very good Ac- 
count, and a conſiderable Advantage, by their 
niceſt Performances. But I cannot torbear men- 
tioning alio this Author's own Rhetorick; which 
can never be too often read and revolv'd by the 
brighteſt Genius's Or neſt Orators, who delight 
in the charming Art of Elocution and Perſuaſion ; 
Witneſs Mr. Kapin's excellent Reflections. To 
ſay nothing of Coſmography, Hiſtory, and Chrono- 
logy, fit for Stateſmen; proper for Princes, Poets, 
or Politicians : Beſides Law and Divinity, the 
Two nobleſt Profeſſions in the Univerſe, and 
the moſt requiſite Qualifications tor the Service 
both of Heaven and Earth. To paſs by the 
Knowledge of the Claſſicks, as the ſole Buſinefs of 
the Learned, judicious and inquiſitive TRE 
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of the Age. And do not all theſe Studies now 
require the beſt Inſtruction, Direction and Go- 
vernment of the wiſeſt School-Maſters, faithful 
to their Truſt, and careful in their Tuition ; 
who were formerly honour'd as the worthieſt 
Companions, Conſidents or Privy Councellors 
of Kings themſelves in their Glory? Indeed 
ſome manly Studies are only fit for Males ; but 
why ingenious Females ſhould be abridg'd of any 
ſort of Learning, Languages or Philoſophy, there 


appears no great Reaſon to be alledg'd for it, ſave 


only an ill Cuſtom, or a worſe Perverſion of 
Manners. For why? Becauſe they have the 
ſame rational Souls, -as good natural Parts, and 
as quick Underſtandings as moſt Men can boaſt 
of: And peradventure they might make better 
Women, more agrecable Companions,or diſcreeter 
Wives, by a more liberal Education. However, 
no unprejudic'd Perſon can ever be of that Em- 
peror's Opinion, who would not allow a Woman 
to have any more Wit or Inſtruction, than was 
neceſſary for diſcerning her Husband's Shirt 


from his Doublet. O ridiculous Banter! An 


unkingly, unmanly, and malicious Invective, if 
we rightly conſider : Witneſs the learned Are- 
tia, who taught Ariſtippus his Philoſophy; the 
famons Zenobia, who taught her Sons the Latin, 
Greek and Egyptian Tongues ; and the celebra- 
ted Cornelia, who taught the Gracchi's their ex- 
traordinary Eloquence. | 

BEHOLD what faithful School-Miſtreſſes 
theſe Ladies of Old were to their beloved Off- 
ſpring ! How curious and careful then ought e- 
very one of our modern Mothers to be of their 
Childrens good Education, according to thoſe 
laudable Examples; with ſuch a paſſionate and 
pious Soliloquy or Dialogue with her Son, as 
. | Queen 
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Queen Bat hſhe bas above-mention'd, often in their 
Mouths! Shall not I give my dear Child good Ad- 
vice, and the beſt Inſtruction in my Power, tawards 
planting and promoting the diſcreet Condutt of his 
future Life? How can I pretend to have any 
motberly Affection or Concern for his Well-fare, 
if I ſhould neglect to diſcharge ſo great a Duty of 
Love, and natural Inclination towards my own 
Fleſh and Blood? How ſhould I think my ſelf 
advanced above the Rank and Irrationality of Brutes, 
f I ſhould let him wander into Dangers, Misfor- 
tunes and Miſchiefs, for want of good Looking- 
after; and live no better than they do upon the 
wild Common, for want of inſtilling nobler Notions 
into his Head, and cultivating his Mind with 
loftier Ideas of humane Prudence and refin d Rea- 
on? 

, THIS is the good and gracious Mother, 
that deſerves to be had in the higheſt Eſteem 
and Veneration. This is ſhe that powerfully 
diffuſes her excellent Virtues through the whole 
Family, and influences the Hearts of her dutiful 
Children with Gladneſs and Reverence, as well as 
Health, Honour and Happineſs. *Tis ſhe that 
captivates her admiriag Husband with her 
Charms of Love and indearing Actions, by bring- 
ing up both her Sons and her Daughters to ex- 
emplary Virtue, as well as gocd Breeding. Who 
would not wiſh himſelf bleſt with ſucha Wife; 
whoſe Goodneſs, Integrity and Affection, inliven 
the Spirits of her inamour'd Spouſe, like the 
cheriſhing Beams of the Sun, and felicitate his 
Life like a Heaven upon Earth? From hence 
he rejoices in his greater Bliſs to come, by 
Way of Anticipation. His Marriage proves all 
Mirth and inceſſant Dy, without any Mixture 
of Melancholy or Atter-Sorrow. She fills-rhe 
C 3 Place 
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Place, where ſhe lives, whether Court or Coun- 
try, full of good Humour, Grace and Gaie- 
ty; full of Pleaſantry, Affability and Courteſy. 
Inſomuch that, pardon the Digreſſion! ſuch a 
Matrimony as this bappy One, is either worthy 
of a crown'd Head, or the Honour of a Kingdom. 
BUT then, on the other Hand, how miſe- 
rably muſt all theſe Joys be pall'd in a Fami- 
ly, after the greateſt Tranſports of Marriage; 
when a Mother begins to flight her Children, 
and proves to have no more Regard for her 
poor Babies, than if they were ſo many baſe 
Brats, ſome ſpurious Iſſue or other, or as if 
they were not born of ker own Body: Having 
no Leſſon of a good Lite, Manners or Example 
ſer before them, for their conſtant Practice and 
Imitation; and being lett at laſt to live at Sixes 
and Sevens, or at Hap-hazzard, as their careleſs 
Mamma perhaps ſhakes her Elbow at Dice, or 
games away her Time at Cards! Such a pre- 
poſterous Parent, I mean, as is too much di- 
verted with thoſe delighttul Amuſements, to 
ſpare any Time, or to take any Pains in Teach- 
ing them to ſay their Prayers, their Belief, or 
their Catechiſm, either for the Church or the 
Aſſembly; and who never thinks of giving them 
any Inſtruction of Reading or Writing ; of Book, 
Pen or Needle; thoſe neceſſary Qualifications 
and commendable Endowments of Mind, for get- 
ting an honeſt Livelihood, or making their For- 
tunes in the World. This notorious Careleſneſs 
muſt inevitably draw upon her the Imputation 
and Odium of that black Character among the 
Vulgar ; like Parents, like Children; like Mother, 
like Daughter; tor they will always learn by 
Example, be it good or bad in the Practice. 
They'll plead Authority and Privilege for't. Inſo- 
| much 
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much that the grand Negligence in Courſe will 
inevitably be attended with this execrable Epa- 


nados and Inquiſition, according to the Latin Poet, 
in plain Engliſh thus: 


& Whether the worſt, the Child accurſt, 
& Or elſe the cruel Mother ? 
&« The Mother worſt, the Child accurſt, 


« 4; bad the one as t'other | 
| Smith*s Rhet. 


HERE Nature it ſelf muſt needs ſtand 
agaſt to ſee the very Propagation of Sin, Igno- 
rance and Folly, through the reciprocal Cor- 
roptions of a whole Family, and the Curſe of 
a long Train of contagious Vices or Puniſh- 
ments rather, intaild upon their Poſterity ; a 
Tail, not to be cut off in any lower Court 
than that of Heaven! And all this Mistortune 
often happens merely for want of a more virtuous 
Inſtroction among their unregarded Children, 
and a timely Prevention of the Growth of their 
Ill- manners, or unreſtrain'd Liberties to pro- 
feſs'd Wickedneſs and downright Irreligion. 
In ſhort, thoſe barbarous Parents, be who they 
will, whether Men or Women, however dig- 
nify*d among the Great, or diſtinguiſh'd among 
the Vulear, who take no Care of their little 
Childrens due Education, are the greateſt He- 
teroclites of Nature, and the moſt detective or 
Irregular Crcatures in the Chriſtian World. 
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VERSE III. 


GIVE not thy Strength unto Women, nor 
thy Ways to that which deftroyeth Kings. 


PARAPHRASE. 


(> ELI. then, Dear Sir, the Son 


of my Love! As you are born 
to good Fortune, Honour and 
Glory, to be a King and a Go- 
vernour of great Nations; give 
me Leave to engage you to have a ſtrict Guard 
over all your Luſts and Paſſions, to ennoble your 

Humanity. And if you have any Regard for 
my Perſon, my Advice, or your own Proſperi- 
ty, act the chaſteſt Part of Life, in modera- 
ting the Deſires of your Mind, and the Plea- 
ſures of your Body, with an abſolute Sway. 
Suppreſs all the Riſings and Rebellions of hu- 
mane Nature. Conquer your own Heart, and 
bring down the obſtinate Conſpiracies, proud 
Contentions, or the tempting Frailties of the 
Fleſh, into a due Subjection, Obedience and Con- 
formity with the Spirit. Turn the Weakneſs 


of the Former into the Willingneſs, abſolute Do- 


minton, and entire Victory of the Latter. Ba- 
niſh every luſtful Inclination after looſe Women, 
nor debaſe your excellent Self ſo low, by the 
Efforts of Lewdneſs, as to become familiar with 
alluring Harlots by any effeminate Conde- 
ſcentions. *Tis below your Dignity and Noble- 
neſs of Birth, to give your ſelf up to ſuch vile 
Purſuits, or diſhonourably ſubmit to the cor- 
rupt Embraces, and unlawful Dalliances of any 

unequal 
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nequal Subject. Carnal Luſt or Laſciviouſneſs 
ill ſoon impair the Strength, and deſtroy the 
FVigour of your natural Conſtitution, be it ne- 
Meer ſo robuſt. It will ſtrangely weaken all your 
noble Faculties, infeeble your ſprightly Parts, 
and exhauſt your manly Spirits, as well as 
rein your fulleſt Coffers, and confound your 
immenſeſt Treaſure. It will bring you to the 
following of ſuch fatal Courſes, and taking ſuch 
pernicious Meaſures, as have infatuated the great- 
eſt Monarchs; and not only fooPd, but alſo 
| poiſon'd ſome Princes, and murder'd =_—_ 
Kings in Chronicle. In fine, it will at lea 
indanger your dear Perſon, or leſſen your Pre- 
rogative, by the Neglect of your Government 
and involve either your Royal Self, or your 
43 proſtituted Kingdoms, in utter Ruin, Deſtru- 
ction and Deſolation, But Chaſtity, on the 
contrary, will ſtrengthen your Body, invigorate 
our Mind, preſerve your Health, and enhance 
your Treaſary with accumulated Riches. It. 
will make you as Proſperous, Praiſe-worthy, 
Sound, Safe and Secure upon the Throne, by 
Fits ſupporting Power and Applauſe, as you ap- 
pear now admirably glorious in the Eyes of all 
ſrael. In a Word, it will more and more il- 
Huſtrate your ſacred Perſon, and extend your 
Fame to the fartheſt Regions. 


* 
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REMARKS 


H ERE begins the glorious Leſſon; ſo in- 
comparably fine, inſtructive, and fit for 
222 Prince, that nothing leſs than Heaven could 
direct her Majeſty in this particular precept of 
living with the utmoſt Satisfaction of Life, 
Liberty 
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Liberty and Honour ; entirely undebauch'd and 
untainted, either in Morals or Intellectuals. 
COULD any Thing but God Almighty 
himſelf, or good Divinity, have induc'd, infpir'd or 
authoriz'd a pious Mother to give better Advice, 
and wholeſomer Counſel, to her Off-ſpring of either 
Sex, than this is, in all Points of Safety, Benefit 
and Bleffing to the lateſt Poſterity? As if ſhe 
had faid in a more familiar Manner: My dati- 
ful Child, do not follow Whores. They will quick- 
ly bring thee to a Morſel of Bread, and the extreme 
Want of all Neceſſaries and Supports of thy Being. 
The flattering Lips of a deluding Stranger, may be 
as fweer as Honey to thy Taſte. Her Courteſies 
may be fire, and her Kiſſes drop as mellifluouſly as 
the laſhious Comb it ſelf : but they will prove as 
bitter as Gall in thy Stomach. They will riſe and 
zeproach thee in their Digeſtion. The Brutes them- 
ſelves do not chew the Cud in vain. They will emaci- 
ate thy Youth. deform by Beauty, enervate thy Vi- 
gar, emaſculate thy Virtue, and deſtroy the Health 
and Valour of thy whole Body. Such forward, fond, 
fooliſh” Efferinacies, will depreciate thy Manhood, 
and humble thee to be a Slave to any termagant 
Slut mercenary Strumpet, or laſcivious Wanton : So 
thar thy Life and Soul mill be in Danger as well 
a thy Purſe, or the Treaſure of thy Pocket at State; 
not to ſay worſe. To ſay nothing of innumerable 
Difafters, Diſeaſes, and the Bill of Mortality in 
the End; which will make thee preſently fall an unla- 
mented Sacrifice to Whoredom. In this good Ad- 
monition are contain'd the very Iſſues of a hap- 
py Life. | . 
KINGS are no ſafer than the meaneſt Cul- 
lies, under the curſed Allurements and fatal Frui- 
tions of a lend Woman; for the pernicious ſilt 
equally rejoices at the Deſtruction and Doug 
| all, 
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fall, either of the great or the little Sinner. 
*Tis far below the Dignity of humane Nature 
and right Reaſon, in either the one or the other, 
to be ſo guilty of the Brute; begging Pardon 
for the odious and diſproportionable Compa- 
riſon : But the Sin is the ſame in both, to 
purſue the Ways of that wicked Wretch, 
that ſtrange Monſter, which leads and hurries 
on an ungovernable Letcher, young or old, to 
nothing but downright Deſtruction, or the 
imminent Danger of Miſery, Diſgrace, and Diſ- 
appointment of greater Happineſs, with a long 
Train of & cæteras, and a large Catalogue of 
Evils, not fit to be mention'd in the Preſence or 
Hearing of chaſt Ears. 

CHASTITY, that charming Virtue, if not 
altogether Celeſtial, produces the moſt amiable 
Effects of Prudence, Piety and Devotion; which, 
at firſt View, checks, ſubdues, and entirel 
baniſhes every luſhious Thought, laſcivious Word, 
or luſtful Action. It curbs all filthy Paſſions, 
and corrects ail unlawtul Appetites, which are 
moſt violent and head-ſtrong in young People; but 
more eſpecially in youthful Kings and Princes of 
arbitrary Inclination ; who are liable ta greater 
Temptations, and apt to take greater Liberties 
in their Luſts, than other Men of interiour 
Rank, Power, and Authority. They are more 
expos'd to Provocations than their Subjects, 
without Controul or Reſtraint, by their pub- 
lick Character, Privilege or Prerogative. But 
this Violence againſt Virtue has often prov'd 
the Bane of crownd Heads and Kingdoms, as 
well as private Patriots or poorer Perſops; 
irreparably loſt in the Sink of Debauchery, and 
irrecoverably ſunk into the Dregs of Deſtru- 
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HOW ungovernable is this brutal Paſſion! 
Offering Violence to Virgins, forcing the Fair, 
and taking other People's Wives from them, 
either by Compulſion, Conſent or Deluſion, are 
all of a Piece, equally deſtructive as well as 
diſhonourable. I need only mention, for Satis- 
faction in this Point, the fatal Tragedies of 
Old, which have inſued from violent Rapes, 
notorious Debaucheries, or inceſtuous Marria- 
ges. As for Inſtance. Tis remarkable, how 

the barbarons Raviſhment of chaſt Lucretia by 
Sextus Tarquinius, quickly chang'd the Roman 
Government ; deſtroy'd Monarchy it ſelf for a 
long Time; and made a tragical Revolution of 
national Affairs for a worſe Form, either Ari- 
focratical or Republican; till the great Ceſar 
turn'd the Tables, overthrew their ufurp'd Com- 
mon-wealth, and wrought the Imperial Reſtau- 
ration. After many publick Lapſes and Re- 
lapſes of this unchaſt libidinous Nature, let us 
only conſider the melancholy Story of Mark 
Anthony's falling in Love with the beautiful 
Cleopatra; leaving his lawful Wife, and defiling 
her Marriage-Bed : Upon which, the gallant 
Auguſtus defeated him in a Sea-Fight, and drove 
bim to Deſpair - ſo that it coſt him his Life, 
by laying violent Hands on himſelf, and ſhe 
loſt hers, by clapping poiſonous Aſps to her 
Breaſts, in the Extremity of that unfortunate 
Amour. We need caſt but half-an Eye upon 
the ſad Hiſtory of Oedipus and Focaſta,to find out 
the miſerable Fatality, or ſorrowful Cataſtrophe 
of committing Inceſt : which, how fabulous ſo- 
ever, will afford us an excellent Moral. He marri- 
ed his own Mother, it ſeems; neither of them 
knowiag any Thing of the Matter, as to their 
Kindred or Conſanguinity : And yet upon a full 
Diſcovery of their unlucky Miſtake and — 
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he pull'd out his own Eyes for Grief and Mad- 
neſs; ſhe kill'd her ſelf for Vexation; and their 
Sons ſlew one another for very Trouble, almoſt 
to the utter Extinction of their Iſſue in the 
forlorn Family. But then how much more 
abominable would this Crime be, if it ſhould 
at any Time be wittingly done, with the great- 
eſt Boldneſs, Liberty or Preſumption ! How- 
ever, to be brief on that Head, all left-handed 
Wives and looſe Concubines alſo, in private or 
publick, as well as Bigamy, Polygamy, and Mock- 
Marriages, fall under this ſevere Reflection; or 
deſerve ſome {ſmarter Remark. But let us re- 
turn again to our glorious Virtue. 

I. AS to the Body, Chaſtity gives Beauty 
to the Countenance, brightens the Eyes like 
ſparkling Diamonds, and illuſt rates both the faireſt 
Complection and exacteſt Symmetry of the whole 
Microcoſm. It renders all the Compoſition live- 
ly, gay and brisk; beautified with a pleaſant 
Aſpect, ſmiling Chearfulneſs, and fluttering In- 
nocence, to the Admiration of the inamour'd 
Beholder, It makes the Features look fine, 
plump, and ſerene in the Face of Converſation. 
It ſets off the natural Colour of the Cheeks 
to the Life, with greater Luſtre. It invigo- 
rates the lovely Compoſitum, every Limb of it; 
and there is not a Joint, but it ſtrengthens as 
well as beautifies, and corrobrates as well as 
refines the Part. It does not only preſerve, 
prolong and inſure the Duration of Healthful- 
neſs ; but alſo embelliſhes the whole Form, and 
eſtabliſhes the very Frame of the Body in its 
Well-being. In fine, the ineſtimable Gift of 
Continency wants nothing but a fortunate Mar- 
riage to reward its Merit, and to compleat the 


Felicity of a deſerving Husband. Chaſtity in 
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a King is the chiefeſt Jewel of his Crown ; 
and in both Sexes, it highly deſerves a Royal 
Robe, and a Diadem. Happy Pair, when they 
meet together, indu'd with the ſame Virtue ! 
In ſhort, ſuch a bleſſed Marriage, ſuch a bliſs- 
ful Wedlock as this, may be truly ſaid to be 
made in Heaven; without either alluding, or 
being beholden to the jocular Proverb This 1 
be: This is God Almighty's choſen King; 
who will always live chaſt, very chaſt, to an- 
ſwer his ſupreme Commiſſion ; aſſert his Ho- 
nour ; and deſerve his Character by divine 
Right, which he holds unaccountably from 
Above. 

8600 gives this ſingular Grace; but it is 
difficult to practiſe it among the many flagrant 
Incentives to Luſt in this lewd World. We 
muſt carefully keep our ſelves out of the Way 
of all Temptations, ſet a watchful Guard over 
our wandring Senſes, and have a profound Re- 
verence for our ſelves, in Purity of Thought, 
Word and Deed ; which will preſerve a due 
Reſpect towards others, without offering the 
leaſt Violence, Indignity or Affront to the Vir- 
tue of their Perſons, by Impurity and immodeſt 
Behaviour. We had need look about us, and 
have a ſtri& Care of our Eyes, the very Windows 
of our Hearts, and the Doors by which Love 
and Luſt promiſcuouſly make their firſt Entrance 
for Conqueſt and Uſurpation. There's no 
winking at the Attempt. The Connivance is 
as bad as the Sin, or the Aſſent in ſecret. We 
muſt ſhun ill Company too, like Wolves and 
Bears, that delight in nothing but Fleſh and 
Blood, Carnage or Carnality among Lambs, and 
the moſt chaſt, innocent, harmleſs Creatures. 


We. muſt alſo fly from Idleneſs, as the Plague 
| | or 
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or Infection of Lewdneſs; which often carries 
the Body to the Grave before its Time, or bn- 
ries its nobleſt Parts and Faculties in Laſcivi- 
ouſneſs alive, for want of previguſly mortify- 
ing it by Faſting, good Diſcipline and Abſti- 
nence: either from carnal Luſts, luſtful Appe- 
tites, or the luſcious Fleſh Pots of Egypt. In 
ſhort, the Soul of that ungovernable, beaſtly 
Perſon, muſt needs be in adeſperate Condition, who 
takes too much Care of pampering his Carcaſe 
to the Prejudice of his Continency. 

II. AS to the Soul, This noble Virtue of 
Chaſtity raiſes all the Powers and Faculties of 
it, to actuate the Body for its Self. Preſervation, 
Purity and Welfare. It ſets the Soul a ſpi- 
ritualizing the Materiality of the more earthly 
Part. Ir rectifies all erroneous Luſts and Paſ. 
ſions of the Mind. It guards all the Avennes 
of the fair Cittadel ; defies the longeſt Siege, or 
the moſt vigorous Attacks; lavghs at the mot 
reſolute, furious or terrible Aſſaults; never will 
capitulate or ſurrender upon any ſuch diſho- 
nourable Ferms as Debanchery, and is ſure ro 
vanquiih the Aſſailant at laſt, as well as conquer 
in the Storm. I cannot have the Aſſurance ro 
treat the immortal Soul ſo lightly, deſpicably, 
or mechanically, as to ſay, That it may be 
wound up like Clock-Work; or he rais'd by 
drinking good Wine to a merry Pin, as ſome 
Poets have prophanely ſaid, to heighten its O- 
perations: But Continency always elevates it 
to the ſublimeſt Pitch of Innocence, Faithtul- 
neſs and Devotion; ſtill ſoaring and ſinging up, 
like the chaſt early Lark in Summer, towards 
Heaven, as it were chanting her Maker's Praiſes: 
from whence this great Grace came to felicij- 
tue the Earth with good Health as wel! as 

Har- 
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Harmony. It carries the Aſcendant over all 
terreſtrial Pleaſures. It purifies the Mind from 
all Senſualities, by the conſtant Practice of fer- 
vent Prayer, Uprightneſs and Fidelity ; as fine 
Gold is purg'd from Droſs and Allay by Fire, 
That ſtands the Teſt of all Temptations by 
its Integrity; and this, of al] Trials in the 
Furnace, by its Truth, Goodneſs and intrinſick 
Worth. It defecates the groſſeſt Impurities of 
Nature; refines upon the carnal Body ; and 
makes even Angels, as it were, of Fleſh and 
Blood. ä 
BUT then Incontinency, on the other Hand, 
transforms Men into ſavage Beaſts; unmanly, 
unmannerly and ungovernable, as they are, in 
their rude Paſſions and unruly Luſts. Such an 
unbridled Concupiſcence reigning in a Perſon, 
oftentimes proves the very Bane both of Body 
and Soul. It throws down the very Bulwarks of 
their Preſervation, and demoliſhes all Virtne. It 
muſt needs be attended with quite contrary Conſe- 
quences from Chaſtity ; either by the Promiſes of a 
flattering Miſery, or the Menaces of a real Miſchief. 
A Man of a luſtfal Inclination is quickly cajol'd 
by it out of his Senſe and Reaſon, in View of 
ſome falſe glaring Allurements and rueful Satis- 
factions; which for the moſt Part captivate, 
delude or deſtroy the unwary Youngſter, 
under the Maſque of a pretended Sanity and 
Innocence. For a tempting lewd Woman eaſi- 
ly decoys him out of his Security; to wade 
out of his Depth, to act upon a Precipice, or 
to go headlong to a Pit-Fall: and often leaves 
him at laſt in the Lurch, to repent at leiſure 
for his Pains; repining, dwindling and languiſh- 
ing upon the inevitable Brink of another World, 
d SEE 
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SEE how the unchaſt Perſon fools away 
his Health, forfeits his former Jollity of Hu- 
mour, and quite loſes his old Complacency 
of Mind: When his whole bloated, ſicken'd 
or ſurfeited Conſtitution of Body flags and 
ſtaggers into Shame, Effeminacy and Impotence ! 
How ſtrangely does he look, who is lately come 
out of the Powdering-Tub, as ſome are pleas'd 
to call it, of a bleaching Diſtemper; and has 
undergone a Courſe of Salivation for his Wan- 
tonneſs: Peradventure with his flat Noſe ; 
ſeam'd Face; blear Eyes ; rotten Teeth, if any 
left in his Head, or worſe Deformities; the 
only diſmal Remains of Mercury and the Spit- 
ting Pot! What a ſordid Figure muſt he make, 
in fine, when he is capable of nothing bur the 
Commiſeration of others, and Remorſe or Re- 
pentance for himſelf; the verieſt Abject of Na- 
ture, as well as Obje& of Scorn and Contempr, 
waſting to Death in a deep Conſumption ! How 
careful then ought that deceitful Siren to be 
avoided, who deſtroys with her charming Voice, 
betrays with her Kiſſes, and kills in the In- 
joyment? Ah! poor incontinent Creature! 
when the Female Deſtroyer purſues thee cloſe 
at Heels, parly not with her; flee for thy Life, 
or thou art a dead Man: if Darts, Daggers and 
Poyſon can do thy Buſineſs, or diſpatch thee. 
Happy is that harmleſs Bird, which eſcapes 
ſuch a fatal Lure! Happy is the wildeſt Beaſt, 
which breaks through ſuch inſnaring Toils ! 
But what will be the ſad End of ſuch a frolickſome 
Debauchee, as impenitently hugs this Serpent in 
his Boſom ? Why, he is ſure to be hiſs'd ar, 
and ſtung at laſt to the Heart for his loving 
Kindneſs or mad Affection. She will forſake 
him upon the leaſt Diſguſt, by her jilting 
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Actions, to entertain ſome new Gallant or richer 
Rival: and then conſequently ſhe breeds a Quar- 
rel between the two raſh Competitors ; by which 
Means the one perhaps is preſently kill'd in a 
Duel, and the other ſuffers for it at the infa- 
mous Tree. This is Deſt ruction with a Witneſs, 
as it has often happen'd, in our blackeſt Annals. 
And a whoriſh Woman is the moſt common 
Executioner at the Gallows. 

ADULTERY and Fornication are now 
become the crying Sins of City, Town and 
Country ; and it is well when they have not 
a National Example ſet them from above, or 
cannot plead any Authority for either Crime 
from the Court. For interiour People live moſt 
by the Influence and Faſhion of their Superi- 
ours; and will be ſtill catching at the Shadows 
of their Vices, as well as Virtnes, till the Royal 
Diſtemper becomes Epidemical, under the Um- 
brage of their Encouragement and Practice. 
But it is below the Dignity of a Prince, below 
the Honour of Mankind, to countenance ſuch 
groſs Corrupt ions, and indulge ſuch luſtful De- 
ſires, either in Private op in Publick. What a 
ſtrange Spectacle would it be, to ſee an infatu- 
ated King ſitting upon the Throne of his wiſer 
Anceſtors, better ſtock'd with charming Mi- 
ſtreſſes, than furniſh'd with chaſt Miniſters of 
State, continent Councellors, and virtuous Ge- 
nerals! Away then with all Seraglio's in a Chri- 
ſtian Country; fit only for the Turkiſh Territories, 
or Mahomet's Paradiſe. A virtuous Reign will 
ever avoid Luxury, Lechery, and Voluptuouſ- 
neſs. Pleaſure is a deadly Hook, baited with 
Vanity, and catches all rhe Fiſh that come to it ; 
but then it only tickles their Senſes into an 
After-Vexation of Spirit; only raviſhes to De- 

ſtruction, 
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ſtruction, and deſtroys by Delight. Tis like the 
Bee, that carries a Sting in its Tail, after all 
the Honey it affords. Plato and Socrates, Ari- 
ſtotle and Hippocrates, all upbraid carnal Conca- 
piſcence for being the Mother of Madneſs, Fury 
and Fire of the Body; the Inflammation of 
the Blood ; the Cauſe of diverſe dangerous Diſ- 
eaſes; the Calenture of the Brain; and the 
tormenting Curſe of the reaſonable Soul, as 
well as the Plague of hnmane Society. 

I T is not poſlible to tell what infinite Miſe- 
ries, Murders, and notorious Wickedneſſes, it 
produces and propagates in the World. And 
although Acts of complicated Adultery, or ſimple 
Fornication, be no capital Crimes among Engliſh 

Men ; yet it is either a Mercy or a Pity, that 
they are not brought to ſuffer greater Puniſh- 
ments, than only thoſe of a conditional Divorce 
from Bed and Board ; barely ſtanding in a white 
Sheet, or doing Penance in the Church. Get- 
ting of ſpurious Children now-a-days, is vul- 
garly reckon'd, by the vileſt Injuſtice, among 
the common Peccadillo's of Mankind, as a 
cheap Sin; and Adultery is not yet made Death 
by the Law, for good Reaſons of State without 
doubt. But we ought not to believe raſhly, that 
our virtuous Legiſlators, or any Perſons in Au- 
thority, ever were afraid of themſelves by any 
Remiſneſs or Moderation in this critical Affair. 
That would be an incredible Reflexion; a Cen- 
ſure, a Slander, a Detraction, or the groſſeſt 
Scandalum magnatum, as unpardonable, as ground- 
leſs. For the Secular Power, as well as Spiri- 
tual Authority here, can make a Bill of abſo- 
lute Divorcement; diſſolve the very Bond of 
Matrimony, and intitle the Parties injur'd to a 


ſecond Marriage by Act of P—l—m—t. 
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But 1 forbear dwelling any longer upon this 
tickliſh Topick, for Fear of offending. Let ſuch 
nullifying Separations, or political Diſſolutions, 
be as they will for me, by the Wiſdom of a 
Nation. ä 
HOWEVER, thoſe libidinous Actions, or 
Liberties of Whoring, were reckon'd among 
the moſt flagrant Wrongs and Offences in former 
Days. Inſomuch, that Julius Ceſar order'd one 
of his Captains to be beheaded immediately, 
for deflow'ring his Landlady; without any Com- 
plaint of her injur'd Husband. Zaleucus, à- 
mong the Locrians, puniſh'd Adulterers upon 
Conviction, by having their Eyes pull'd out of 
their Head: Neither would he ſpare his dear 
guilty Son once, though at the Expence of one 
of his own Eyes, to atone for the young Man's 
Crime in the Violation of his Virtue. Azgu- 
ſtus himſelf made a Law to puniſh Adultery 
with Death; and thoſe wrong'd Perſons, who 
took Advantage of it, were always abſolv'd by 
the Senate for making Repriſals, or revenging 
the Injury by Way of Satisfaction. The Egyp- 
tians alſo were very ſevere in their Puniſhment 
of Adulterers, by cutting off the Woman's Noſe, 
and the Man's nobler Parts. Alexander the 
Great was a profeſs'd Enemy againſt defiling 
of Women, or raviſhing of Virgins; even to 
the Diſcountenancing of it in his Confidents, 
and diſcarding ſuch Offenders out of his Favour 
for ever, as unpardonable MalefaQors. But all 
Hiſtory abounds with ſuch a Variety of Inſtan- 
ces, not only of Man's Severity, but alſo of 
God's Wrath, Indignation and Judgments, Na- 
tional as well as Perſonal, never to be bury'd 
in Silence or Oblivion, againſt Whoredom; 
that a due Conſideration of them, would _ 
ec 
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the greateſt Prince in Europe look about him, 
tremble and believe that there can be no true Li- 
berty in Laſciviouſneſs, no true Virtue in Venery, 
no true Satis faction in Unchaſtneſs, no true 
Happineſs in Debauchery, and no Self Intereſt, 
Security or Salvation, for lewd, incontinent and 
impenitent Whoremongers, either in this or 
the next Life. But to ſay no more upon this 
Head: How gloriouſly was Joſeph rewarded for 
aſſerting his Chaſtity, on the other Side, and 
preſerving his Virtue upon the greateſt Temp- 
tation in Egypt! 


VERSE IV. 


IT à not for Rings, O Lemuel, it 1 not 
for Kings to drink Mine; nor for Princes, 
ſtrong Drink ! 
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E T me adviſe you, in the next 
| Place, my dear Lemuel, to avoid 
8 Wl immoderate Drinking, as well as 
the common Sin of Whoring, and 

=» the general Frailty of keeping 
. Company with lewd, ignoble, or 
ignominious Women ! It is not proper for the 
meaneſt Perſons to addict themſelves too much 
to guzling of ſtrong Liquors ; for fear of get- 
ting ill Habits of Body, and worſe Diſpoſitions 
of Mind. Tis not fit for young Princes to in- 
dulge themſelves in carowzing of racy Wine 
exceſſively; for fear of debauching their Morals, 
and diſparaging their noble Character. *Tis not 
D 3 con- 
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convenient for older Kings to give themfelves 
to the intemperate Queffing of any rich 
Cordials, potent Mixtures, poaching Drams, 
or intoxicating Draughts of the ſtrongeſt Drink; 
for fear of diſordering their Heads, ſhaking their 
Crowns, and overthrowing their Governments, 
by contracting the popular Odium, or univerſal 
Contempt of their Kingdoms, through Drunken- 
neſs and a beſotred Indolence. Kings, above all 
other People, ought to be exemplarily, - ſober, 
cool, active, grave and ſedate in their Behaviour, 
either in publick, or private at Home. Their 
Deportment ought to be all made up of Cha- 
ſtity, Temperance and Sobriety, in their Royal 
Palaces, for a good Example to their admiring 
Subjects; who are always fondly big with the 
Imitation of their ſupreme Head and Gover- 
nour, being naturally ambitious. In fine, they 
ought to be extremely careful and cautious in 
making a right Uſe of drinking good Wine 
and other comfortable qo pa by keeping ſtill 
within the due Bounds of a moderate Refreſh- 
ment, and the neceſſary Support of craving 
Nature. In all humane Probability, this Diſcre- 
tionary Conduct in Drinking, with good Con- 
ſideration, won!d have an extraordinary 
Effect, as well as powerful Influence, upon their 
ſubordinate Covncellors, Commanders, Judges, 
Miniſters, and other Civil Officers of State; to 
make them regular in their Inclinations, mo- 
derate in their Deſires, abſtemious in their En- 
joy ments, ſparing in their Cups, and very ſpa- 
ring too in their Indulgences or Delights of 
this inebriating Kind: In order to have the 
Honour of being like their prudent Prince, in 
the Virtues of Moderation and Temperance, or 
ot be. ping as perfectly ſober, as their King 
himſcit, over a refreſhing Bottle, after the * 
: | 2 
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of Buſineſs at Court, and the Fatigues of Admi- 
niſtration at the Helm of Government. Thus 
will your Kingdom flouriſh at length, O Solomon, 
when you come to that Glory; and your Peo- 
ple will have the greateſt Reaſon to rejoice in 
the Proſperity, Preſervation and Preferment of 
their lawful Prince! But otherwiſe, if you dege- 
nerate; if you give your ſelf over, either to 
Wine, Women, or Whoredom; you may expect 
to be in Danger of loſing Ten Parts of your 
Dominions, and forfeiting your future Felicity, 
as well as popular Applauſe, Veneration and 
Obedience. ä 


RE M AA K S. 


ER E, this Holy Leſſon preſſes on to a 
farther Degree of Perfection, and a great- 
er Progreſs in Virtue. But it ſeems to take 
a different Turn, in a fort of Triumph over 
the wicked Ways of the ſtrange Woman; which 
deſtroyeth Kings, as well as other libidinous 
Perſons of inferiour Quality, or puts them upon 
a Level with the ignobleſt vitious Poltrons in a 
Kingdom. However, ſuch a wiſe Lecture it is, 
if well learn'd, and practis'd accordingly, as will 
make the moſt polite Proficient in the Schools 
of Humanity and Temperance : That is to ſay, 
the compleateſt Gentleman in the whole Uni- 
verſe. Upon this, the Queen-Mother argues 
the Caſe ſo lovingly with her Son Lemuel, 
given her of God, for his greater Encourage- 
ment in learning the Virtues of Sobriety, It is 
highly improper for a King or a Prince of 
Wiſdom, ever to be in Drink, or intoxicated 
with Wine. It is unpardonable for a Perſon 
of your auguſt Deſcent, Character and Eminence 
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in the State, to drink either potent Wine, or 
any other ſtrong Liquor, to exceſs; to diſguiſe 
your felf, to uncrown your Head, or unking 
your Perſon, by Ebriety : Which infatuates the 
Underſtanding, lets looſe all the Paſſions like 
Furies, and makes the whole Body faulter, either 
into the moſt unaccountable Omiſſions of Duty, 
or umanly Commiſſions of Folly and Offence. 
And, in ſhort, nothing can give a greater Scan- 
dal, Deteſtation or Diſtaſte to the World, than 
the ſordid Sin of Drunkenneſs. 

HOWEVER, by the By, ſome Hyper-Cri- 
ticks extend this -Admonition to the Drinking 
of no Wine, or any other reviving Liquids at all; 
which is a ridiculous Notion at beſt, and ma- 
nifeſtly inconſiſtent with common Reaſon: As 
if Princes, and other great Men, were oblig'd to 
drink nothing but Water or Small-Beer, by a 
melancholy Argument, wire-drawn from their 
own over ſcrupulous Spleen. But it is certain, 
that all Exceſs is ſtriQly forbidden by it; as 
dangerovs, furious, and outragious in its Con- 
ſequences: Eſpecially among Kings, Councel- 
lors and Nobles; for if they cannot govern 
themſelves in this Reſpect, how ſhould they 
govern others in Matters of greater Moment, 
with common Diſcretion? And ſo there muſt 
be an End of this Hypocondriack Controverlſy ; 
let the Liquor be what it will they drink to 
Extrayagance, or to any Degree of confounding 
good Counſel, Government and Wiſdom. 

I. TEMPERACE ſeems to be ſuch a Sovereign 
Virtue, that nothing can more become a crown'd 
Head, with Submiſſion. I do not ſay, that this 
ſerious Leſſon was calculated for the Inſtitution of 
Kings alone, or reſtrained to the ſole Qualifica- 
tion of Noblemen: As if they were under 
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greater Obligations to be ſoberer than other 
Folks, or ſeverer in their Mortifications. But 
can there be a more precious or valuable Jew- 
el in a Diadem, than this ſhining Virtue is in 
the Heart of a Prince? It dignifies the very 
Regalia, he wears at his Coronation, without a 
ſhaking Hand. It recommends his Perſon, con- 
firms his Parts, and extends his Power. It does 
not only rectify, but refine all his corporeal Plea- 
ſures, and ſenſual Delights, that ariſe either 
from the Taſte or the Touch, by the juſteſt 
Reſtrictions of right Reaſon, Honour and Ne- 
ceſſity. It regulates both his Drink and his 
Diet, by an abſolute Averſion againſt all Artifici- 
al Dainties, or ſuperfluous Varieties. It gives him 
Health and Long-Life, by abſtaining from ſur- 
feiting Delicacies. It makes him ſtand in Defi- 
ance of any Diſtempers or Indiſpoſitions. By 
moderate Eating, he ſupports the Strength of 
his Body, invigorates the Spirits, attenvates 
the Humours, prevents Obſtructions, diſperſes 
Crudities, ſubdues Infirmities, and preſerves the 
Senſes in their Integrity, the Affections in their 
Purity, as well as the Stomach in its due Tone 
of Appetite and Digeſtion, for the requiſite 
Offices and Buſineſs of the Day. By moderate 
Drinking, he reſtores decay'd Nature, enlivens 
the dull Mind, revives the drooping Faculties, 
fortifies the weak Stomach, ſtrengrhens the vi- 
tal Heat, helps the heavy Concoction, diffuſes 
the neceſſary Food, chears up the fainting Heart, 
and wonderfully refreſhes the animal Spirits ; 
for their proper Operations of Vigour and Acti- 
vity. Inſomuch that his rare Abſtemiouſneſs 
fets forth a glorious Examples both of Inſtructi- 
on and Imitation, from the ſupreme Head to 
the very Foot of the People: Even to all the 

little 
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little Tiplers, famous Topers, and infamous 
Drunkards about the Kingdom ; which ought 
to have a better Effect upon their neglected 
Reformation of Manners. And, in my humble 
Opinion, it is alone ſufficient to crown a Nati- 
on with Proſperity and Plenty, Peace and Qui- 
etneſs, Obedience and good Neighbourhood, in 
a great Meaſure. For what was it made the 
old Thratians, Caridians, cAigyptians, Chineſes, 
Japaneſes, with many other Countries, ſo long- 
liv'd, healthful and famous in Hiſtory, but their 
ſingular Temperance and Sobriety ? Before the 
Flood, our Fore Fathers did not wallow in 
flowing Bowls, or Inundations of Wine ; nor 
ſi|ly-out into ſuperfluities of unneceſſary Food, 
either of Fleſh, Fowl, or Fiſh. The Antedilu- 
vians liv'd moſt upon Lentils or Leguminous 
Fare. The noted Pultifagi, among the Romans, 
fed more upon Palſe and Herbs, than we do 
upon groſs Beef and heavy Pudding. The Turks 
now chiefly feed upon Roots, Rice and Fruits, 
rather than unhealthful Rag and ſawcy Vi- 
ctuals. Simple Meats and ſmall Drinks, are to 
the Hungry moſt pleaſant; and to the Thirſty, 
moſt agreeable in Nature. How ſweet was a 
Cop of cold Water once to Darius in Extremi- 
ty; and how luſcious was a Bit of Barley- Bread 
to Artaxerxes, in a difficult Streight of real 
Want? Plato thought it a monſtrous Thing in 
Dionyſius, to ſee him eat Twice in a Day; to dine 
once at Noon, and ſup afterwards at Night. 
But we daily multiply our ſet Entertainments 
into cloying Surfeits, ſqueamiſh Atrophies, and 
the ſoureſt Sorrows. I wiſh I could not ſay it 
with fome Reaſon; we Engliſh are the greateſt. 
Fleſh-Pots of Europe, Aſia, Africa and America; 
next to the Anthropophagers or Canibals. "oY ſi⸗ 
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der Tiberius excellent Aphoriſm; and a Man 
ought to take his Meat and Drink, as he does 
Phyſick, meerly for Health's Sake: To the 
Goodneſs of which Preſcription, Length of Days 
ſets an undeniable Probatum, as well as it gives 
2 general Approbation by Experience. Obſerve 
Cato's wiſe Precept; and we muſt not live to 
eat, but eat only to live according to the beſt 
Rules of Moderation. Let the Ancients be our 
Judges, and we Moderns ought to live tempe- 
rately in all Reſpects, either as to Solid or Liquid 
Nouriſhment. 

IN ſhort, Temperance, either in Diet or 
Drinking, muſt needs be allow'd to be one of 
the nobleſt Qualifications of any Perſons educated 
for the Pulpit, or brought up to the Bar; being 
neceſſary both for their preaching devoutly, 
and pleading elegantly, upon Occaſion: In or- 
der to diſcharge thoſe -great Duties, as well as 
good Offices, either in Church or State effectu- 
ally, with the publick Applauſe, Eſteem, and 
Veneration of their reſpective Auditors, The 
young Divine who is endu'd with it, ſeldom or 
never fails of ſtudying hard, reading much, and ac- 
compiſſing himſelf with the beſt Ornaments of 
incomparable Wit, fine Language, and admirable 
Learning. His Head is always cool; his Heart, 
warm; his Mind, ſerene; his Judgment, ſedate; 
his Faculties, unclouded ; and all his Thoughts, 
flowing into the moſt exquiſite Performances of 
the Pen and the Tongue. This healthfvl Virtue 
does not only furniſh him out with the bright- 
eſt He's of Things, an the ſoundeſt Notions 
of Divinity; but it alſo highly conduces to 
his good Character in the World, gains him an 
univerſal Reputation, as well as an abſolute Cre- 
dit to his pious Harangues, and induces the 
Hearers to put an entire Confidence in his Ve- 
| racity. 
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racity. It makes them believe, that he is ſeri- 
ouſly{ in earneſt with the ſacred Duties of his 
Function, when they ſee his Practice as good 
as his Precept; and wonderfully perſwades them 
at laſt, not only to approve of his Sincerity, 
but alſo of the ſober Doctrines he advances a- 
gainſt any popular Vices, favourite Sins, or fa- 
ſhionable Intemperances of humane Life, in his 
Diſcourſe, Henceforwards his Preaching, of Ab- 
ſtinence to his People, will very much redound, 
both to their great Edification, and his own 
Praiſe, It will advance the Honour, and Re- 
commendation of him to their moſt ſolemn Re- 
gard for his Reverend Behaviour among his 
well-pleas'd and much oblig'd Audience. Up- 
on this, every Soul in his Congregation will 
riſe up, and really revere him as a faithful 
Paſtor of his indeared Flock, In fine, it is 
likewiſe the readieſt Way to Preferment; ei- 
ther to make him a Biſhop in a little Time, 
or a Dignitary in the Church, for his inſtru- 
ctive Excellencies and edifying Example. The 
young Lawyer alſo, either Civil or Common, 
is as much oblig'd to this golden Virtue of 
_ Temperance, as the Divine; and may as ſoon 
make his Fortune by it. Well may he indulge 
it, and make much of it in his Chamber, when 
he finds ſo good an Account of it among his 
numerous Clients, and it brings him infinite 
Buſineſs, either for his learned Counſel at Home, 
or his judicious pleading at the Bar: Upon 
being ſo remarkably well known for his excellent 
Endowments of good Temper, a great Preſence 
of Mind, and the moſt diſtinguiſhing Faculty 
of reaſoning upon any difficult Point, or intri- 
cate Affair of the Law: Temperance keeps his 
Judgment ſteady, and free from all Foreign 
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Amuſements. It prevents any ſick Qualms in 
Court, or fainting Inabilities. It preſerves his 
Genius undiſturb'd; fortifies his Reaſon 
ſtrengthens his Memory; inlarges his Under- 
ſtanding; and does not only help his Invention 
at that JunQure, with the beſt Arguments drawn 
from the voluminous Law- Books, Statutes, Reports 
and Precedents, or from Inſtitutes, Pandects, Codes 
and Digeſts; but alſo furniſhes him with the 
fineſt Elocution, and moſt perſwaſive Elegancy, 
to carry his Cauſe with Applauſe, and become 
famous in the Eſteem of the World. In a 
Word, it is ſufficient to qualifie, either the vir- 
tuous Advocate, or the celebrated Lawyer, for 
the higheſt Poſts of Honour, or the nobleſt Of- 
fices of Government. It has made more Lord- 
High-Chancellors than One, now living; whoſe 
illuſtrious Character needs no brightning in our 
Kingdom. It renders him a deliberate Stateſ- 
man, a cloſe Politician, and a cool-headed Peace- 
Maker; it often dignifies him, either as a Mi- 
niſter of State at Home, or an Ambaſlador and 
Plenipotentiary Abroad; and it never fails, at 
laſt, of recommending him as a proper Perſon for 
publick Employments, or to be a Privy Coun- 
cellor to any King, let him be never ſo great, 
let him be as wiſe as Solomon. In ſhort, it has 
the Gift of ſo many valuable Benefits and Bleſ- 
ſings in its Power, either as to Health, Wealth 
or Intereſt ; either as to Credit, Reputation or 
Eſteem; that one would readily think, it 
ſhould be a ſufficient Invitation of it ſelf, to 
affect the Clergy, and charm the Laity to a 
regular diſcreet Way of living, within the 
Bounds of common Sobriety. 


BUT, 
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BUT, in a ſovereign Prince, above all others, 
a cool Temper and ſober Conduct of Life 
makes him affable, courteous and humble, as 
well as vacant to the Addreſſes of his Petiti- 
oners in any Diſtreſs. It hinders his bouzing 
immoderately with ſome peculiar Miniſters, 
and careſſing ſome favourite-Minions, as his 
ſole Familiars; which often may prevent a more 
eaſy and common Acceſs of the Subject to his 
Majeſty : And yet, it is that muſt chiefly ſup- 
port his Crown upon his Head, fix the Sceptre 
in his Hand, and eſtabliſh his ſacred Perſon 
above the Throne. For who is it, what Bar- 
barian, what unciviliz'd Subject would not hear- 
tily admire, and be well-affefted to a King of 
univerſal Learning; whoſe Knowledge hath ne- 
ver been perverted by evil Counſel, or his 
Judgment infatuated by keeping intemperate 
Company, with Flatterers, Paraſites, and Tray- 
tors: Of abſolute Chaſtity ; whoſe Heart never 
ſtray'd from his own virtuous Wife, towards 
maintaining any mercenary Concubines: Of en- 
tire Temperance; whoſe Head was never in- 
toxicated with Wine, Women, or falſe Politicks 
of Inclemency, Perſecution and Oppreſſion? His 
Learning illuſtrates all his natural Gifts, with 
the nobleſt Acquirements of Virtue, as the La- 
pidary does rough Gemms, or unpoliſn'd Dia- 
monds. His Continency governs his Appetites, 
tunes his Affections, and keeps them all in 
Harmony with a good Underſtanding. His So- 
briety makes his Perfon perfe&ly upright, and 
his Conſtitution, as ſound as an Acorn off the 
Royal Oak, by a true Traduction from his 
prudent Parents, as well as a right Concoction 
of his natural Food : Inſomuch, that it gives 


to his ſeveral Members the greateſt Agility, as 
well 
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well as the beſt Habit of Body; to his 
Maſs of noble Blood, the pureſt Tincture; and 
to his Lymphat ick Veſlels, the fineſt beautifying 
Properties, ſuitable to their original latention. 
This is a Prince of the greateſt humane Glo- 
ry in the World, according to the moſt live- 
ly Oracles of Wiſdom. 

II. INTEMPERANCE, on the other 
Side of the Reflection, quickly turns any Man's 
Noddle, confounds his Judgment, and perverts 
his Reaſon. It preſently makes him think the 
whole Earth runs round apace, either accord- 
ing to the Copernican Syſtem, or the whimſical 
Fancy of his own heavy Head; when he lies 
upon the Ground grovelling in his Vomit, or 
cannot hold by the Graſs, as the Vulgar ſay: 
Depriv'd of the Knowledge of any natural 
Philoſophy, as well as Aſtronomy, to help the 
Vertigo of his weak Underſtanding. By in- 
temperate Drinking, many a Man has made his 
own Bedlam, by rendring himſelf not Compos 
mentis, and diſtracting his Brain; or becoming 
his own Atropos, by lending a willing Hand to 
cut off the Thread of his Life. Diſtraction has 
always been the Drunkard's Follower. Behold 
thoſe daily Guzlers, and nocturnal Ranters, who 
delight in the Extravagancies of the Bottle; or 
thoſe exceſſive Gormandizers, the conſtant Api- 
cixs's of the Age, who take Pleaſure in no- 
thing but Luxury and Delicacies: How they 
have often either drank their own Deaths in 
greedy Draughts, or digg'd their own Graves 
with their ungovernable Teeth! In the mean 
Time, ſee their living Bodies ſtaggering with 
Loads of ſtrong Liquors; their Hands and 
Heads ſhaking with Palſies; and their Brains 
ſo beſotted with Gluttony, that they ſcarce 

ever 
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ever after are able to recover their loſt Senſes 
again, to a better review of their paſt ſoaking 
Lives, and bloated Intellects; in Order either to 
prevent the farther Growing, or to break off 
the overgrown ill Habit. However it be, the 7 
habitual Drunkard, and gluttonous Eater, will 
never be deem'd, either fit for the Pulpit or 
the Barr, nor indeed qualified for common Bu- 
ſineſs; whoſe Life is conſtantly attatch'd to 
his iatemperate Companionry. For he generally ? 
drowns his Senſes and Faculties, by whetting 
with large Morning-Draughts; or confounds 
his Parts with the Luxuriouſneſs of luſcious 
Dainties, and greedily eating his own De- 
ſtruction, to indulge his Carnality. The Ap- 
petite - is no ſooner cloy'd, and the Belly load- 
ed with the groſſeſt Ballaſt ; but he either drams 
it all the Day afterwards, to digeſt the Cram- 
ming, or Carowzes in huge Bumpers at Night, 
to raiſe his pall'd Spirits: and then drinks a- 
way his own, to oblige other People's Healths. 
THE Ancients knew nothing of thoſe per- 
nicious Liquors, which our Moderns ſwill in 
with Delight; as Brandy, Punch, Uſquebagh, 
Aqua-vitz, Holland's Geneva, Aqua Epidemica, 
&c. or any other Engliſh Malt-Drinks and heady 
Spirits; which deſerve worſe Names than Cor» 
dials, upon the Exceſs, let them be never ſo 
comfortable, or reviving in their moderate Uſe, 
upon a craving Occaſion of Nature; for the 
Corruption of the beſt Things, always proves 
to be the worſt in its Effects. They never con- 
ſider, that ſuch Exceſſes deſtroy the innate 
| Heat, prey upon the roſcid Juices, ſpoil the 
| natural Tone of the Stomach, change the Tex- 
ture of the Body, and confound all the Craſes 
[ of the Parts; by leaving behind them, and in- 
tailing 
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tailing on us, a laſting imbecillity of out 
Nerves, or a final Trepidation of our Mem- 
bers, with Regret. They do not give them- 
ſelves Time. to weigh the frugal and abſtemi- 
ous Admonition of Claudian, Vivitur exiguo me- 
liu—— : That Men may live better of a lit- 
tle; or that Contentment, with a Modicum, 
muſt be the beſt Fare; and Temperance, the 
trueſt Feaſt of the Mind; as well as whole- 
ſomeſt Banquet for the Body. They forget the 
prudent and moral Advice of Heſiod, Jiur' Iv 
Sid, to ſet their Houſes in good Order, and 
rovide well for their Families firſt at Home; or 
elſe they would keep better Hours Abroad, 
by the Poet's faithful Memorandum, ever After- 
wards. 

THUS the profuſe, idle, imprudent Drinker, 
miſerably ſpends his precious Time, ſquanders 
away his ready Money, ruins his robuſt Body, 
intoxicates his very rational Soul, and at laſt 
reduces himſelf to Beggary, Poverty, or Want, 
through a lazy, habitual, extravagant Ebriety ; 
ſcarce to be pitied above-Ground. Inſomuch, 
that he is not thought qualify'd for any ſettled 
Employment; neither capable of the ordinary 
Operations of the Day, nor fit for the neceſſa- 
ry Occupations of the Night; not able to exe- 
cute the meaneſt Offices of Life; nor ſo much 
as to go an Errand, or carry a Meſſage to his 
Betters. But at laſt, he dwindles immediarely 
into an arrant dropſical Sot; and either dies 
over the beloved Pot, or at à worſe Place; 
either goes off ſuddenly in a Calenture, tumbles 
headlong at the Snap of an Apoplexy, or lingers 
Away by Piece-Meal, in a long Conſumption of 
his Lungs, to a meer Skeleton: As a monu- 
mental Toper, not worthy of any better Epi- 
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taph, than a Felo de ſe, or a Self-Murderer. His 
Memorial periſhes with him, like the [leſs- 
Drunken] Beaſts of the Field; or at leaſt is 
ſoon forgotten, notwithſtanding all the bright 
Wit of his Bon-Companions. In ſhort, an habitu- 
ated Drunkenneſs always proves the very Bane 
both of the Soul and the Body, in the Upſhot, 
without a fingular Mercy, or a faving Provi- 
dence. | 


VERSE V. 


LEST they drink, and forget the Law; and 
pervert the Judgment of any of the Af 
flicted. 
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NJ nan JA V E a Care, King Lemuel, ſent 
ALE; | from God, leſt you offend in 
gz JE RS this Point of Divine, as well 
1H RE | as political Obligation. Can'ſt 
2 TT WY thou, or any other Prince, Po- 


A World, drink to that immode- 
rate Pitch of Stupefaction or Confuſion, as to 
forget the Laws of God and Man, or to per- 
vert the Fundamentals of Heaven and Earth ; 
in. doing palpable Injuſtice to any poor inno- 
cent Creature in Affliction, or labouring under 
Misfortunes, who manifeſtly ſuffers Wrong ? 
Would'ſt thou, in a hot-headed Reſolution of 
Things, and an intemperate Revolution of publick 
Affairs, play faſt and looſe with the Word of 
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God; cancel the Bible, or ſuperſede the ſu- 
riour Laws of Nature, and Nations, by an 
inferiour Law of thy own making in the Se- 
nate? Wouldſt thou abandon the Cauſe of 
the Widow and Fatherleſs; reject it, or re- 
fuſe to hear the Merits of it, only for the 
Sake of indulging thy own Grandeur, thy 
ſenſual Delights, or thy forgetful Temper, . in 
not performing that greater Duty of juſtify- 
ing thy Neighbour ? Wouldſt thou ſee a Per- 
ſon in Diſtreſs, and under Oppreſſion, kept 
out of the Poſſeſſion of an Eſtate, when he 
has the ſole Right of Inheritance to it, with- 
out any Diſpute ; and not relieve him with 
thy Wiſdom and Counſel; not endeavour to 
re-inſtate him with thy utmoſt Power, or at 
leaſt, not remember the Hardſhip of his Caſe, 
with the tendereſt Compaſſion for his Suf- 
ferings ? Why, then have a Care, I ſay, of 
drinking too much; fly all Exceſs; ſhun all 
fuddling Bouts ; leſt Drunkenneſs lead thee into 
worſe Things; unſeaſonable Frolicks, licenti- 
ous Vagaries, and the moſt abominable Enor- 
mities of forgetting the Law, fooling thy ſelf, 
and denying thy God; to the utter Perverſion 
of Juſtice, Judgment and Equity, towards the 
diſtreſſed Children of Affliction. Take heed 
of Intemperance, for fear of injuring other 
Perſons, as well as your ſelf; when you are 
in Drink, or overtaken with Wine. For when 
the cleareſt Cauſe, for Example, happens to 
be brought before an intoxicated Prince, or a 
drunken Judge, then his Thoughts will be 
apt to be in Confuſion, his Sentiments ſub- 
ject to Perplexity, or his Judgment liable to 
Perverſion, by the ſtrong Fumes of immode- 
rate Liquors. In this Condition, he may eaſi- 
E 2 ly 
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ly forget the fundamental Laws of the Land; 
whereby he is oblig'd to decide the Point 
in Queſtion, and determine according to Truth, 
Joſtice and Righteouſneſs. Things may appear 
to his Eyes, under falſe Colours in his Cups; 
and be ſo miſrepreſented to his diſorder'd 
Underſtanding, that he may not only judge 
amiſs, but alſo, perad venture, paſs an unjuſt 
Sentence in Court; and condemn, inſtead of 
acquitting, the Guiltleſs; undo, inſtead of re- 
| lieving the Afflicted; or wrong, inſtead of 
righting the Oppreſſed; by throwing away, 
either their Lives, or their Livelihoods, thro” 
raſh Judgment, perverted Counſel, or for- 
gotten Law. 


REMARKS. 


Els divine Caveat, or Prohibition ra- 
1 ther, carries along with it the greateſt 
Majeſty, as well as Force of Reaſon and Pru- 
dence. The Advice 1s very cogent to a Con- 
viction, by the diſmal Conſequences of exceſ- 
ſive hard Drinking. It is abſolutely incon- 
ſiſtent with good Counſel, or prudential Con- 
duct. Indeed no Intemperances in Drink, Diet, 
or our daily Food, will ever govern well, 
either in a Family, or a Kingdom. They will 
be continually flying out of the Way towards 
Heaven, honeſt Peace at Home, or common 
Juſtice in the Land; into the vileſt Inſults, 
moſt unreaſonable Bravado's, and intolerable 
Oppreſſions, by their arbitrary Doings, Inſo- 
much, that I ſhall introduce theſe Remarks 
4 propos; with the Three following black Cha- 
raters of the moſt rampant, reigning, and 
predominant Vices in the Univerſe. 


I. 
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I. DRUNKENNESS is well known, by 

woful Experience, to be the Mother of Obli- 
vion, as well as the Parent of rueful Folly. 
The River Lethe, or the Stygian Lake, 
without a Fable, would be only proper Pu- 
niſhments for ſuch a Debauch, as drinking 
away a Man's Senſes, Memory, Intellect, Judg- 
ment and Reaſon. Not to be too ludicrous 
in ſerious, or light in divine Affairs! But what 
melancholy Stories have we often heard of 
old Chiron's pernicious Advice, and the ſottiſh 
Song to his Pupil Achilles; tranſacted in Re- 
ality, to a fatal Degree, even above Romance 
it ſelf, among ſome of our modern Ebrioſo's 
A ſovereign Prince addicted to Intemperance, 
let him be never ſo potent, high or mighty, 
weakens his Intereſt and Power by it Abroad. 
It expoſes his Perſon to a baſe Familiarity 
with his Inferiours at Home ; and never fails 
of rendring him contemptible in the Eyes of 
the ſoberer Part of Mankind, as well as be— 
traying his moſt ſecret Cabinet · Counſels to 
treacherous Courts, Foreign Miniſters, or 
watchful Spies of State and Stratagem in the 
World. Let a warlike General, or Soldier, 
be never ſo valiant in his Liquor and Ex- 
loits of the Bottle; yet old Charon, the fa- 

ulous' Ferry-Man of Hell, will be ſure al- 

ways to come off Conqueror, in the End of 
all Bacchuss Battles, as well as mock skir- 
miſhes with Venus's Beauties. In ſuch an im- 
moderate Mood, he will quite forget the 
Law of Arms, and quickly pervert the Rules 
of Juſtice and Honour, in a drunken Frolick, 
againſt the unfortunate Fair, or oppreed 
Captive. Thus alſo, when a miniſterial Of, 
ficer, or Commiſſioner of the Peace, happens 
| | E 3 to 


Lemuel's Leſſon 


to get fuddled, or to be over loaded with Wine, 
after a liberal Pariſh-Treat, a plentiful Seſſions- 
Dinner, or a luxurious City-Banquet; which 
are too frequent now a-Days: Why then he 
is apt to &e Things with half an Eye, or 
double; and has got a large Drop in the o- 
ther, as ſome People wantonly term it; which 
commonly caſts a falſe Blemiſh, or a Blind 
upon the faireſt Reaſons, Merits, and Vindi- 
cations of the Perſon deſpitefully afflicted, un- 

juſtly. gecuſed, or inhumanely perſecuted. 
UPON this, I might indeed run the Poe- 
tical Fi&iens of Banqueting, with Revels and 
Riots among the Heathen Gods, into real 
Truths among the greateſt Drinkers in After- 
Ages; for they ſeem all to be abundantly veri- 
fy'd, either by our own modern Morals, or Bac- 
chanalian Corruptions,and Javial Extravagancies. 
But to be more ſerious and ſober in ſacred 
Things. What cauſed Lot to commit Inceſt with 
his own Daughters? Drunkenneſs. What made 
Alexander ſo little, as to kill his beſt Friend 
Clitus, to whom he ow'd his very Life ?. 
Drunkenneſs. What mov'd the profligate Son 
of Cyrillus to ſlay his Holy Father, and his 
Mother big with Child, beſides deflow'ring 
his Siſter ? The ſame Drunkenneſg. To reckon 
up all the direful Effects, or diſmal Conſe- 
quences of it, would only ſurprize the Reader 
with Amazement, Horrour and Deteſtation. 
In a Word, it uſhers in all the unpardonable 
Sins of a Nation, and ſets open the Flood- 
Gates of Prophaneneſs, and Immorality. But 
Drunkenneſs in Authority is the worſt Miſ- 
chief-Maker of all. When it has ſeiz'd the 
Head, what ſhall the afflicted Members do ? 
They muſt truckle to the Violences of _ 
| ICE 
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ſtice and falſe judgment; ſubmit to Pillage, 
Plunder and Rapine; or paſſively tremble un- 
der Oppreſſion, Beggary, and arbitrary Power; 
to eſtabliſh their giddy Dominions. But ſure 
no Nation was ever yet ſo drunk, ſo infatua- 
ted, ſo forgetful, ſo perverted, ſo diſſolute, 
as to ſuffer a ſober People to be harraſs'd, 
aggriev'd, or puniſh'd in this exorbitant Man- 
ner ! 
II. GLUT TONY, in the next Place, is 
a moſt unmanly Vice, and worſe than Brutal ; 
a deadly, ſhort livd Sin; a Suicide, a Self- 
Poiſoner ; and commonly either eats its own 
Corruption, or drinks its own Confuſion, by 
the Indigeſtion. It ſurfeits Nature, and feeds 
all Diſeaſes that defie the Diſpenſatory, It 
makes a Man good for nothing but Worms- 
Meat, without a Cure. The Pharmacopœia it 
ſelf fails in this Point. It produces Dulneſs 
of Spirit, Sloth of Soul, and Wearineſs of 
Body, aslong as it ſurvives. Heavineſs of Mind, 
Lewdneſs of Will, and Depravation of Judg- 
ment, are its direful Concomitants, or curſed 
Hangers-on. Lechery, Lazineſs and Debauch- 
ery, are its dreadful Effects; till at laſt it 
ſinks into the Diſſolution of all Virtues, Mo- 
ral or Divine ; and preſently drops into Pro- 
digality, Beggary, and the Bill of Mortality; 
for nothing elſe can ſtop the Glutton's Mouth, 
or fill his Belly. He never has any Reaſon to 
complain of being ſick of the Regiſter; for 
he very rarely lives ſo long as to do that, 
or long enough to think Old Age a Burden. 
He is a meer Belly-God, a Slave to his own 
Carcaſe, inſatiable in his Luſt, unſatisfy'd in 
his Appetite, and unſanctify'd in his Deſires. 
The whole World is hardly big enough to 
E 4 pleale 
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pleaſe his Palate, or ſufficient to ſtuff his un- 
godly Guts. It can ſcarce afford, upon ran- 
ſacking a Country, Wines rich enough; Ra- 
gou's ſavoury enough; or Sawces provoking 
enough for his vitiated Guſto ; till he is ſud- 
denly lopt off the Ground, like a Muſhroom, 
to be laid up in his own delicate Pickle in the 
Grave. This generally proves the ſad Cata- 
ftrophe of the gluttonous Gormondizer! To 
ſay nothing of the ſeveral great Eaters, or 
Epicures of this Age in reality; The comical 
Story of Cambles, the famous Gormandizer, 
is worth the Reading, for the Ridicule of it; 
but ſcarce worthy of Credit, for eating 'ap his 
own Wife one Night by miſtake, in the fabulous 
Romance. Bur, and if ſuch voracious Stomachs 
in Deed, happen to be occaſion'd by any Di- 
ſtemper of the Wolf, Worms, or worſe 
Things (by Report) bred in the Body ; they do 
not fall under our Reflection, but require our 
greateſt Compaſſion for their unfortunate In- 
firmities. Natural Corruptions may be to 
blame only, for ſuch monſtrous Productions: But 
theſe are very rare, or uncommon Accidents, 
againſt the Will, as well as Preternatural. 
Nature her ſelf is ſometimes faulty in ſuch 
crude Indigeſtions, and Indiſpoſitions. How- 
ever, in ſhort, the Drunkard and the Glutton 
may both ſhake Hands together for ruining 
themſelves, as ſworn Brothers of Iniquity. 
III. LUXURY, in fine, is the fouleſt of 
Vices, and ſinks a Perſon dowaright into the 
very Dregs of Filth and Dirt, or Jakes of 
Unclecanneſs. He that falls into this deep 
Ditch of Impurity, will hardly ever after be 
got out again with Honour; and either recg- 
ver his former Healthfulneſs, regain his 0 
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ſtine Beauty, or waſh off the indelible Stains 
of that Pollution. It defiles beyond the Pow- 
er of Art, Counſel or Purgation. No Cathar- 
ticks will ever be able to carry off the ſick 
Plethory, but what are divine and religious to 
the laſt Degree, by very mortifying Medicines. 
'Tis certain, nothing would ſooner purge off 
this ſordid Sin, than Faſting and Prayer. I- 
dleneſs, High- feeding, and ill Company, have 
often expos d People to irrecoverable Pit-falls, 
or puſh'd them headlong into fatal Abyſles. 
The intimate Familiarity of a ſtrange Woman, 
eaſily worſts the ſtrongeſt Samſon, and pre- 
ſently puts out his Eyes in the Struggle. Her 
Charms are as deſtructive as the fabulous 
Hyena's Looks, or the Voice of the Sirens. 
They betray with Beauty, kill with Kindneſs, 
and poiſon with Pleaſure. If a Man does not 
either ſtop his Ears, ſhut his Eyes, or tie 
himſelf up to the Main-Maſt, as Ulyſſes wiſely 
did, by report, from following their Inchant- 
ments, he is ſure to be drawn into the Dan- 
ger, or loſt in the Deſtruction of unlawful 
Love; either Ship-wreck'd, or drown'd for 
ever in the Gulph of Lewdneſs. Carnal Plea- 
ſures, in common, among luſtful, licentious, 
or luxurious Admirers, are only the Perver- 
ters of humane Reaſon, as well as the Be- 
trayers of all Men's Frailties, Follies, and In- 
firmities, with Shame of Countenance, and Con- 
fuſion of Face. The laſcivious Delights of 
the Fleſh, are the falſeſt Joys; the Afrer-Sor- 
rows of Life, the bitter-Sweets of Liberty, 
the greateſt Bubbles of future Happineſs, the 
very Blinds of a rational Judgment, the fatal 
Deſtroyers of good Health, and fitter for the 
Fabitual Practice of Man- Tygers, wild Ara- 
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bians, or bloody Cannibals, than civiliz'd Chri- 
ians. But however, all theſe Diſgraces ariſe 
from Intemperance, as their Fountain, and the 
overflowing Source of Infelicity, among incor- 
rigible Wine-Bibbers, or unreformed Gluttons. 

WHEREPORE the great Buſineſs of 
Kings and Princes, without doubt, and I 
ſpeak it with the profoundeſt Submiſſion ima- 
ginable, is, neither to follow ſtrange Women, 
nor exceſſive Drinking; neither to addict them- 
felves intemperately to Wine nor Wanton- 
neſs; for fear of forgetting their Royal Dig- 
nity, or neglecting their regal Office, which 
conſiſts in a due Execution of judgment 
and Mercy; in an equal, impartial, and dili- 
gent Diſtribution of gracious Rewards, to be 
conferr'd upon the Good, and grievous Puniſh- 
ments to be inflicted upon the Bad; in pre- 
ferring the loyal, faithful, and obedient Sub- 
xt, to Honour and Glory in the Govern- 
mem; and diſcarding the diſſoyal Traytor or 
Rebel, with the greateſt Contempt, Ignomi- 
ny and Diſgrace, for his Anarchical Principles, 
and Practices, tending to the utter Diſſolu- 
tion of humane Society it ſelf, as well as the 
Abolition of a lawful and a right eſtabliſh'd 
Monarchy. However, this wiſe King, hinted 
at in the Proverbs, does always behave ſo 
lingularly well and virtuouſly in the Govern- 
ment of his Luſts, and the Conduct of his 
Paſſions; that he will never forget himſelf fo 
far, as at any Time to eat the Bread of Wick- 
edneſs, and drink the Wine of Violence, Prov. 
Chap. IV. Ver. 17; having no Delight in 
Cruelty, no Injoyment in Oppreſlion, and no 
Satisfaction in Revenge. 


BUT 
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BUT my Deſign here, is not to dictate to 
the higher Powers, with ſo vain and unpar- 
donable a Preſumption; nor ſo much to tell 
them their Duty, as what is abſolutely incum- 
bent upon their Inferiours; and highly con- 
venient, as well as adviſeable, for the ordina- 
ry Welfare of the lower Part of Mankind, in 
this Point of common Prudence and Sobriety ; 
according to that ſevere Satyr and Reprimand 
in Proverbs, Chap. XXIII. Ver. 20, 21. Be 
not amongſt Mine- Bibbers; amongſt riotous Eaters 
of Fleſh: For the Drunkard and the Glutton 
ſhall come to Poverty; and Dromſineſs (hall cloath 
a Man with Rags. Inſomuch, that if it was 
no Sin to be guilty of either ill Habit; yer 
it would always prove the greateſt Puniſhment 
upon it ſelf, by a moſt terrible and rueful 
After-Reckoning, | 

HOW often do we find the Peace of a 
Nation broke-in upon by Drunkenneſs, to the 
great Diſturbance of City, Town and Coun- 
try, ſometimes in their ungovernable Revel- 
lings, and unruly Riots? It proceeds alſo now 
and then farther to worſe Miſchiefs, of Mur- 
der, Sedition or Rebellion. An Inſurrection 
. occaſion'd by the Madneſs and Fury of it, 
has more than once diſcompos'd the Quiet of 
a whole Kingdom, from a very ſmall Begin- 
ning, or a trifling Provocation. An immode- 
rate Drinking-Bout may inflame the Mind, 
breed ill Blood in a Neighbourhood, and per- 
ad venture ſet a whole Pariſh together by the 
Ears, It creates moſt of the private Quar- 
rels, and ſudden Tragedies. that happen in 
Publick Houſes; which often coſt them their 
Credit, Cuſtom and Trade. But a drunken 
Conſtable in his Office, after all, is the verieſt 


Jeſt 
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Jeſt of Mankind, and the meereſt Jack-Pud- 
ding. He thinks himſelf a petty King, when 


he js only Pot-valiant; and talks of nothing 


leſs than the mighty Power, and perver- 
ted Authority he has of committing, or ſend- 
ing ſoberer People than himſelf to Priſons 
and Counters. However, there is one ridi- 
culous Effect more of this faſhionable Vice, 
which I cannot well omit; that it makes the 
arranteſt Goſſips of Men: when they diſco- 


ver all the Secrets they know, both at Bed 


and Board ; which, either common Modeſty, 
or the leaſt Grain of Fidelity, ought to con- 
ceal behind the Curtain. They readily fetch 
and carry Stories into all Companies they fre- 
quent, as Spaniels do Gloves; and they do leſs 
Service with their idle Tatling. They uſual- 
ly degenerate into the vileſt Tale-Bearers, and 
moſt treacherous Blab-Tongues, both in Pri- 
vate and Publick, with their defamatory Slan- 
ders, and falſe Invectives againſt unſpotted In- 
nocence. Their Hearts are preſently in their 
Mouths, at a Word ſpeaking; they can con- 
tain nothing that was ſaid under the Roſe z 
ont it all comes, like a rapid Flood; and then 
the raſh Fools have ſoon ſhot their Bolts: 


So that ſuch leaky Blabbs as theſe, ought to 


be exploded out of humane Society and Con- 
verſation, with the keeneſt Satyr of a pos Tov 
Myñ u Svurolnv, I hate a goſſipping Tell-Tale 3 
as all odious Tatlers in their Cups ought 
to be ſpurn'd with the ſmarteſt Deriſion, ac- 
cording to Horace's ingenious Lampoon 

ne fidos inter amicos. 
Sit qui difta foras eliminet ,— | 


There ought to be no Remembrance over 


Night, no telling of Tales out of Doors the 
next 
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next Day among ſober, faithful, prudent Pot- 
Companions. Let all Goſſips, drunk or ſober, 
of both Sexes, remember the Fate of Aſcala- 

us; Who was turn'd into an Owl for his 

ale-Telling, upon another Occaſion. But of 
all other Creatures living, the Female Drun- 
kard is the moſt odious and abominable Mon- 
ſter. To ſay nothing of invidious Compari- 
ſons; nothing of the Sow wallowing in the 
Mire, nor the Dog returning to his Vomir. 
But behold the ſad diſagreeable Spectacle! 
Lo the loathſome Beaſtlineſs of the Action! 
Filthy, deteſtable and execrable in a Maid or 
Widow, in a Wife or Mother, to the laſt 
Degree of Rebuke and Condemnation, as well 
as Brutality ! In ſhort, ſhe makes her ſelf you 
than a Beaſt of a Woman by Drunkenneſs, 
and ſo unnatural a Metamorphoſe, when in 
ſuch a deplorable Condition! When by often 
repeating the habitual Sins of falſe Cordials, 
ſtrong Waters, or the Brandy Bottle, &c; She 
either ſinks at once into an Antidote, an A- 
verſion, and the Abhorrence of all Mankind ; 
or drops into the Grave, unpitied, unregard- 
ed, and perhaps unmarried alſo, to aggravate 
her Guilt, or fiaiſh her wretched State: Un- 
der this ſatyrical Reproach, Prov. Chap. XX. 
Ver. 1. That Wine is a Moc ker; ſtrong Drink 
is raging ,, and whoſoever is deceived thereby, is 
not wiſe. 

B E that as it will: A wiſe, diſcreet, ſo- 
ber Miniſtry and Magiſtracy, muſt be highly 
neceſſary in any State, to bring thoſe to con- 
dign Puniſhment, that forget the Law by their 
intemperate Tranſgreſſions, among ungovern- 
able Malt-Drinkers, as well as Bacchuss pro- 
digal Sons, or profligate Diſciples, For Mi- 
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niſters of Church or State, either Eccleſiaſti- 
cal or Civil, will thereby ſet a rare Exam- 
ple of Sobriety to inferiour People ; as they 
are ſtill moving in a higher Sphere, like 
bright Stars in their Orbs, and ſending forth 
their excellent Influences upon ſublunary Bo- 
dies. They will take Care from Above, by a 
due and induſtrious Execution of their reſpe- 
ctive well-diſcharg'd Offices, that the Laws of 
the Land ſhall neither be forgotten, nor perverted 
Below ; either for Want of good Admonition, 
Encouragement and Rewards on the one Hand ; 
or a ſtrict Enquiry, ſevere Diſcouragement, 
and the Inflict ion of deſerved Penalties on the 
other, after a fair Hearing on both Sides of 
the Queſtion in Diſpute. They will imparti- 
ally protect the Afflicted, relieve the Oppreſſed, 


and diſcharge the Innocent from any perverſe 


Proſecution of malicious Informers. Litigious 
Barreters, vexatious Pettifoggers, and perjur'd 
Knights of the Poſt, will all be made ſenſible 
of their juſt Reſentments ; and forc'd, either 
to fly the Court, or to go to Church for For- 
giveneſs, if they have any Grace left to re- 

nt of their Rogueries. In fine, they will 
never ſuffer Might to oppreſs, or overcome 
Right, in any diſtreſſed Condition. Magiſtrates, 
of a meaner Station, will likewiſe, in all humane 


Probability, by the Help of this diffuſive Vir- 


tue, keep the common People in a due Deco- 
rum of their Duty, within their ſeveral Di- 
ſtrits; and go nearer to reform the flagrant 
Sin of intemperate Tipling, Funketing, Sporting 
or Sotting, &c. by their own devouter Practices 
upon Sundays, and ſacred Times: Or at leaſt 
endeavour, by their good Examples, to ftem 


the Tide, ſtop the Breach, and prevent its 
| over- 
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over- flowing Half a Kingdom, as well as a 
Pariſh, with Prophaneneſs and Immorality. 
There's no conniving at ſuch growing Inun- 
dations; and Rigour would do better than 
Remiſneſs in this Caſe. But then they will on- 
ly bring the Guilty and the groſs Offender 
to Judgment, by a juſt Diſt inction; and not 
harraſs the Poor, or hinder afflicted People 
from getting an honeſt Livelihood, by the Ac- 
commodation of moderate Refreſhmeats, and 
neceſſary Supports of Life, without . breaking 
the Sabbath. The Times are hard; and they 
hope to ſee better Days, than either the greateſt 
Rigour of the Law, or the largeſt Liberty of 
Conſcience will ever produce, towards the 
Reformation of their Manners. 

ANTIENT Hiſtory, in fine, ſaper-a- 
bounds with ſuch ſtrange Inſtances, diſmal 
Effects, and dreadful Puniſhments of this im- 
moral Vice, as well as irreligious Practice; 
either by brewing of Miſchief, or by Acts of 
Oblivion, not only ſubverting the fundamental 
Laws, but alſo perverting the Judgment of the 
Afflicted: that the wholetome Doctrines I would 
advance from theſe Reflections, but for the 
Sake of Brevity, are ſelf-evident to any Rea- 
der, or Obſervator of the meaneſt Capacity; 
taking it for granted, that Temperance muſt 
be wonderfully conducive to the publick Wel- 
fare, Juſtice and Felicity of a Nation. Not 
to preſs this Topick too far; but conclude 
without any more Enquiring, whether Oliver 
Cromwell himſelf was not a Brewer's Son, a ver 
hard Drinker, or a worſe Wench in his Life- 
Time, as a certain Hiſtorian vouches it for a 
Truth,  Heath's Fagellum; p. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 
in the Biography of this outragious young Tar- 
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quin and licentious Debauchee, as well as re- 


gal Raviſher. However, he quite forgot his 
Maker, in wronging his Maſter, and murdering 


his Monarch ! In a word, he perverted the 
whole Kingdom 
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VERS E VI. 


GIVE ſtrong Drink unto 1 that is rea- 
dy to periſh ; and Wine to thoſe that be 


of heavy Hearts. 
PARAPHRASE. 


s it the good and gracious Queen 

=, had ſaid in other preſſing Words: 
A Hearken to my Advice, Son So- 
Oper lomon! Better is a poor and wiſe 
— Child, than an old 1 fooliſh King, 
who will no more be ad moniſhed. For out of 22 
he cometh to reign whereas alſo he that is horn 
in his Kingdom becometh poor : as the Preacher, 
Eccl. Chap. IV. Ver. 13, 14. has it expreſly : 
But, and if thou either ſeeſt or heareſt of a- 
ny Perſon ready to famiſh with Hunger, and 
periſh with Thirſt ; under the pinching Di- 
ſtreſſes of Poverty, Need, Sorrow, Sickneſs, 
or any other Adverſity : Give him freely of 
thy bounteous Liberality ſomething that is 
comfortable, either to eat or to drink, or to 
reſtore him to his former Proſperity and good 
State of Health; well-knowing, that the libe- 
ral Soul ſhall be made fat, and flouriſh by the 
meritorious Action. You may take it for 
granted, upon my Veracity, or the Word of 


God, that if the liberal Uſe of good Wine, 
or 


— 


— 
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or ſtrong Drink may be allow'd, or indulg'd 
to any Kings, Princes or Nobles, in a modes 
rate Way; it ought much leſs to be deny'd, 
or more plentifully afforded to thoſe miſerable 
Wretches, and the meaner ſort of Mankind 


who are at the Point of periſhing, or being loſt 


for Want of ſuch reviving Allowances and 

reſerving Refreſhments. Tis the moſt gene- 
rous Act of Charity, to comfort and relieve 
ſuch neceſſitous Starv'lings; who are in immi- 
nent Danger of Death, and whoſe Lives are 
almoſt overwhelm'd with Grief of Heart, and 
Trouble of Mind. A King, of ordinary Com- 
paſſion or Clemency, will never refuſe, out of 
his Royal Bounty, to ſuccour the Needy, and 
ſupport the Comfortleſs in any deplorable Cir- 
cumſtances ; either of Want, Perſecution or Im- 
priſonment, Strong Drinks and healing Cor- 
dials are more requiſite Helps, or properer 


Remedies for him that labours under theſe mi- 


ſerable Conditions, Misfortunes, Reſtraints, Op- 
preſſions, or Indiſpoſitions of Life; than for Peers, 
Princes, or crown'd Heads, that fit at the Helm 
basking themſelves in the Sun both of Honour 
and Pleaſure ; ſolacing with the richeſt Juices 
of the Grape ; indulging themſelves heyond Ne- 
ceſſity ; enjoying the perfecteſt Health of hap- 
Conſtitutions; and wanting no ſuch extra- 
ordinary Reliefs, either to ſupport or ſtrengthen 
Nature. Give theſe ſuperfluous Conſolations 
and Reſtoratives to the poor Inſirmaries of 
languiſhing Invalids, or diſabled Soldiers. Send 
them away to the Hoſpitals of the Sick and 
wounded in Spirit. Let the Man a-periſhing 
drink the beſt, the ſtrongeſt and the moſt ge- 
nerous Wines moderately; to take away the 
Heavineſs of his Heart, and to curc the Ma- 
F ladies 
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ladies of his diſpirited Body, as well as the 
Grief of his impoveriſh'd, dejected or deſpair- 
ing Soul. Healthful Perſons, that roll in 
Wealth and revel in Welfare, have not Half 
ſo great an Occaſion for ſuch unneceſſary In- 
dulgences. 


REMARKS 


O ME Interpreters have taken upon them 
to reſtrain this Expreſſion of Men ready to 
periſh, to ſome particular Malefactors; as it it 
ſignify'd only ſuch as were under Sentence of 
Death, condemn'd for ſome heinous Crin:es, 
or actually a-carrying to the Place of Execution: 
ſuppoſing it a Cuſtom to give thoſe poor Crea- 
tures a comforting Draught of Wine, or a 
Glaſs of ſome other ſtrong Liquor, to ſupport 
their Spirits from ſinking by the Way, and 
fainting under the Proſpe& of a diſmal Ap- 
proach ; or elſe alluding to the mor. fegene- 
rate Practice, in the Fewiſh Common-\\/calth, 
of granting thoſe dying Offenders ſome intox- 
icating Potion, to make them inſenſibl of 
the Pain of their Puniſhments. But 1 hai] ra- 
ther chuſe to believe, according to the moſt 
learned Expoſitors; that it imports all Ferſons, 
in general, without any Limitation, reduc'd 
to extreme Poverty, and the miſerable Want 
of common Neceſlaries for their Well-Being. 
The Hebrews, Syrians and Grecians have all 
underſtood it in this Senſe, And the latter 
Part of this Verſe, as well as the next, fully 
explains it ſo, beyond Exception and Cavil. 
Now, according to Dr. Patrick's Commentary, 
this Precept gives us an exact Account of 
de their Condition, to whom a larger Quantity than 
ord- 


? 
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& ordinary, of Wine or ſtrong Drink, is fit to be 
© allow d. Not to Kings; who have innumerable 
% Ways to relieve their Cares, and to divert their 
Minds, when any Thing troubles their Heads, 
4e or affutts their Bodies: But to poor miſerable 
& People, that are ready to faint under their 
&© heavy Burthens and Oppreſſions. For whom this 
& is 4 preſent Relief, and the only Succour ſome- 
© times they are capable of receiving; when they 
* are in a very melancholy Mood, or deſponding 
* Circumſtances of Diſtreſs. And they that are 
© of ſuch a ſorrowful Temper, or otherwiſe made 
© exceeding ſad, can better bear a great Deal of 
* Wine, without any Diſorder, than the Sanguine, 
© and they who are gay and merry in the full In- 
© joyment of all earthly Satisfattions to their 
* Hearts-Content. To be brief! In this unli- 
mited Accepration, it couches the moſt divine, 
commendable, and beneficial Doctrines in the 
_ Syſteme, either of Religion or Mora- 
Icy. 
. CHARITY is the Queen of all Chriſtian 
Virtues; the Miſtreſs of Salvation with a good 
Faith, and the greateſt Grace of the Univerſe, 
in doing Good to Mankind; conſider'd either 
in our Love towards God, or in our Regard 
towards our Neighbour. He is amiable above 
all Things for his own Sake; for his infinite 
Goodneſs, Omniſcience and Power. We are in- 
debted to him for our Life, Motion and Being, 
either Temporal or Eternal; and are only 
poor, inſolvent, unprofitable Creatures: when 
we have done all we can here to ſerve him, 
and to diſcharge our Duty. We can pay him 
nothing but what is his own, what is his 
Due, and what falls infinitely ſhort of the 
Obligation. Heaven and Earth; Fire, Air 
| F 2 and 
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and Water, all demand our good Will and 
Gratitude; the whole Worſhip, Devotion and 
Adoration both of our Souls and Bodies, for 
the omnipotent ſovereign Creator of them all 
out of nothing. To Be; Ay, that alone requires 
all the Glory, as well as Affection we are Ma- 
ſters of, and more Amazement. The Myſtery 
ſhews the Diſability of our Performance. We 
cannot acquit our ſelves in any Kind or Pro- 
portion for his manifold Bleſſings; but only by 
an abſolure Love, entire Reſignation, - and per- 
fect Obedience to his divine Pleaſure, or in- 
diſpenſable Commands. 

I N the next Place, it is a principal InjunRi- 
on upon all Chriſtians, to love their Fellow- 
Creatures as their Brethren, or their Neigh- 
bours as themſelves, next after God; by con- 
ferring of Benefits upon the Neceſſitous; by 
doing all manner of good Offices to the Com- 
fortleſs; and by redreſſing with Acts of Kind- 
neſs, or Gifts of Charity, the Grievances of the 
Diſtreſſed, We are highly oblig'd to ſuccour 
all afflicted and unfortunate Sufferers for Con- 
ſcience-Sake, according to our utmoſt Ability. 
Charity commands us to exhilarate the Hearts 
of the Poor, to revive their Spirits, aud to 
preſerve their Bodies from ſtarving. *Tis our 
Duty to prevent their Deſpairing of Relief, 
as well as periſhing for want of it in the Ex- 

cation. Delay and Suſpence are the moſt 


profeſsd Enemies of this prevalent, pious Vir- 


tue. And if a Glaſs of Wine, Ale or Braady, 
can eaſily contribute any Thing towards their 


Preſervation ; who would grudge ſuch a ſmall 


Matter out of Hand, but the moſt unchatita- 
ble Churl, or hardeſt-hearted Miſer in the 
World? Giving of Alms, without doubt, is 
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not only a divine Obligation, a ſacred Relief, 
or a kind Preſent to the Poor upon Earth; 
but muſt alſo juſtly be eſteem'd a moſt acceptable 
Oblation to God himſelf, laid up in Heaven. 
There is the great Treaſury of all good Things, 
true Riches and everlaſting Happineſs. Tis 
only giving away a Trifle at preſent, to re- 
ceive an immenſe Sum of Wealth hereafter; 
a more exceeding Weight of Glory in a future 
State. By this Means we may turn our Money, 
which is the common Inſtrument of Avarice 
Below, into an Occaſion of Mercy Above, and 
vaſter Advantages of Felicity than this Life 
can afford. Let the Rich therefore treat the 
Poor with Compaſſion and Relief, not with 
Contempt and cloſe fiſted Repulſes. What ſig- 
nifics a Morſe] of Bread ont of their Abun- 
dance, or a Draught of ſtrong - Drink our of 
the Afﬀuence of their plentiful Fortunes? What 
Harm would a round Sum do out of ſuch 
People's Pockets? It would be no more miſs'd 
than 2 Drop of Water out of the Ocean, or 
the South Sea; if thoſe that deal in it, had 
any Charity left in Company with their Riches. 
And peradventure it may happen to be ſome 
of their cw Caſes another Time, to ſtand in 
Need of an Alms; for Fortune is fickle, and 
they are accountable to higher Powers. 

II. LIBERALITY, in the next Place, is 
one o the moſt generous ſpirited Virtues in 
Morality, that moves a Man's Heart to diſpoſe 
freely of his Goods of Fortune or the Body; 
according to the beſt Rules of Diſcretion and 
Reaſon, It makes him proportion and adjuſt 
his Bounties to his Ability, without any Mi- 
ſtake, Profuſeneſs or Vain-Glory, Upon this 
Conſideration, he beſtows his Money upon thoſe 
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that really want it, as fit Objects; at proper 
Times and Seaſons alſo for their Relief, with- 
out expoſing the Neceſſities of the Receivers. 
He confers his Benefits upon thoſe that either 
highly deſerve them at his Hands, or ſtand 
in great Need of them through Poverty, Af- 
fliction, or Unrighteouſieſs; for the remarkable 
Merits of their Iategrity, Learning, or ſome 
other excellent Qualifications of Mind. He di- 
ſtrihutes his Favours a'd Courteſies among 
thoſe that he thinks worthy of his Obliging, 
or honouring with his benign Converſation and 
Correſpondence ; for their farther Benefit, Re- 
commendation, or Advancement to better For- 
tune in the World. He takes it for granted, 
that there is more Honour in Giving, than in 
Receiving z and yet, without ſtinting this exten- 
five Virtue only to the former Act, till al- 
lowing, that a thauktul Perſon ohlig*d, may 
be juſtly deem'd liberal too in many Keſpects, 
as well as his kind Oblizer or bountiful: Bene- 
factor. But where his Power fails; his good 
Will always makes amends for the Want of 
it, according to his beſt Wiſhes. His generous |. 
Incention is a ſufficient Obligation for the 
Deed : fo ſufficient of it ſelf without Action, 
that it requires no leſs Gratitude by the Diſ- 


appointment or Inability. However yet, what- 


ſoever he can do, is always heartily well done, 


with the quickeſt Diſpatch, gaieſt Grace, and 


moſt 2grceable good Humour of Generoſity. 
There are no To morrows, no Put-offs in his 
expecitious Eindneſſes. His Courteſy is as 
ſpecity as his Welcome, his Favour granted 
upor dicht, and his Friendſhip often given 
with 9 asking. The Donor meets the Recei- 
ver heit Way lo that a Man might reatonably 
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queſtion, Whether of the Two were more in 
Haſte, the one to give, or the other to re- 
ceive. This liberal Hero looks upon it as a 
ſelfiſh Life, not to ſtudy the Benefit and Ad- 
vantage of his Neighbour, as well as his own 
Grandeur. He believes Gentlemen of the great- 
eſt Eſtates, either real or perſonal, to be no 
more by right Reaſon, than God Almighty's 
Truſtees; for the Relief of needy People with 
their ſuperfluous Subſtance. He knows, that 
all the old, muſty, mouldy, or ruſty Bags in 
a Miſer's Coffers, are not comparable to the 
ſplendid Shilling, for Want of Uſe and Cir- 
culation. W hat ſignify uſeleſs and unprofitable 
Riches, which are changing Maſters every 
Day? And indeed they commonly fall at laſt 
into the Hands of Prodigals, as well as new 
Poſſeſſors. Giving of Money to the Poor, is 
only lending to the Lord, as the Scripture 
ſays; and honeſtly refunding it to the Firſt 
Giver : Or perhaps to the right Owner again, 
that was formerly cheated on't by ſome Injuſtice. 
Bur, in ſhort, the Rich may well ſpare ſome- 
thing out of their wealthy Hoards to comfort 
the Indigent, upon this ſole Account and En- 
couragement; that the Remainder will, in all 
Likelihood. thrive the better for it. 
KINGS and Govergours ought to be both 
charitable and liberal above all other Perſons, 
being bleſt with the greateſt Abilities; where- 
by they may not only procure to themſelves, 
the univerſal Love and good Will of their 
People; but alſo inrich their Subjects, and glo- 
rity their Dominions. Such a noble minded 
gencrous Prince as this, will become the Dar- 
ling of their Hearts and Affections; the great 
Comforter of his native Country, and the chief 
Eſtabliſher of it in Peace, Plenty and Proſpe- 
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rity. But, He that wit holdeth Good from them, 
to whom it is due; when it is in the Power of his 
Hand to do it, effeQually without Procraſtina- 
tion: And, He, that being often reprov'd, hard- 
neth his Neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroy d; and 
that without Remedy. For, when the Righteous 
are in Authority, the People rejoyce but when 
the Wicked beareth Rule, the People mourn, Prov. 
Chap. III. Ver. 27. Chap. XXIX. Ver, 1, 2. 
And well may they mourn e'er long, bath in 
Sackcloth and Aſhes through that Land; where 
publick Spirit, Faith, Credit, Intereſt and 
Trade, are all a-periſhing; when common Ho- 
ſpitality ſeems to be declining apace, or caſt 
quite out of Doors; good Houſe-keeping diſ- 
us'd, retrench'd or thrown almoſt out of Fa- 
ſhion ; and either their Money remov'd, as it 
were, to another Market at a Diſtance, or their 
| Riches tranſplanted to a different Quarter of 
the World. When a Nation happens to fall 
into ſuch a ſad, deplorable, or miſerable Con- 
dition of State; then it will be high Time for 
the Inhabitants to go to Prayers immediately 
with good Reaſon, and beg that God would 
avert their impendins Poverty, as well as o- 

ther threatning Plagues. 

BUI then it highly behoves a wiſe Prince, 
after all, to make a right Uſe of his Liberali- 
ties; not to be too tenacious and covetous, 
nor prodigal in giving his Bounties; not to 
abuſe *em in unlawtul Delights, nor laviſh them 
in Favour of the Wicked and Unworthy ; 
not to beſtow them upon Vanities or Unneceſ- 
ſaries, nor to deny them niggardly to the neceſ- 
ſitous, indigent Objects of Charity in a County, 
Corporation or Kinzdom. The Poor are prin- 
cipally intitled to his noble Liberality 3 * 
| loes 
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does not conſiſt in waſting of his Wealth; 
but in ſuccouring the Afflicted, Diſeas'd, Di- 
ſtreſſed, Perſecuted and Priſoners, with a graci- 
ous Willingneſs of Mind, for the general Good of 
the Common-Wealth. Not but that a poor Man 
himſelf may alſo be as liberal, or bountiful as a 
Prince, in ſome Caſes, according to his whole 
Power and Capacity. For the Widow's Mite 
was the greateſt Gift in the World, all Cir- 
cumſtances conſider'd, in the Judgment of God. 
The vaſteſt Preſents of the Rich did not come 
up to her little All. Her Penury made it more 
acceptable than their Abundance. However, 
the Romans, by an inviolable Law, wo id not 
ſuffer the Preſumption in any Man, tao make a 
publick Feaſt; unleſs he had firſt provided 
plentifully for all the Poor of his Pariſh. They 
accounted it the moſt ſhameful Scandal of their 
Common- Wealth, to ſee any Perſon a-begging 
in their Streets. Divine Plato charges that 
Town with having Thieves and Church-Rob- 
bers in it, where there were any Beggars. 
And can we wealthy Chriſtians feaſt or ban- 
quet with any Satisfaction, upon hearing the 
pitiful Cries or Complaints of poor, mendi- 
cant, helpleſs, ſick, ſtarving Creatures at our 
Gates; at our very Doors ? 

LET us rather imitate the great Epaminon- 
dass Generoſity; who finding out a Man that 
inrich'd himſelf by robbing the Government, 
and ſhew*d no Regard for the Poor; compel- 
led him immediately to pay an honeſt needy 
Fellow Six Hundred Crowns down upon the 
Nail. Cimon's famous Liberality will never be 
forgotten ; who 'made his Houſe a Hoſpital 
to his poor Country- men, for their reſpective 
Nouriſhment, and the Relief of their ſeveral 
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Neceſſities ; in Regard of their paſt, excellent 
military Services. Alexander made himſelf 
almoſt an univerſal Monarch, or at leaſt Ma- 
ſter of Three Parts of the World, by the 
Nobleneſs of his Diſtribution of all his De- 
mains among his beloved Macedonians ; beſides 
his other memorable Bounties. Lo the great 
Regard he had for Learning! Behold his Gra- 
titude of preſenting Four Hundred and Eighty 
Thouſand Crowns to his Tutor Ariſtotle; as a 
ſmall} Reward for his incomparable Inſtructi- 
on, Knowledge and Virtue! Such a Pupil z ſuch 
a Preceptor ! To ſay no more. Inſtances would 
be innumerable and endleſs; among ſeveral of 
the Ct, and Grecian as well as Roman Em- 
perors: I had like to have ſaid, our own too 
liberal STUARTS alſo; but Affliction ſtops my 
Month. However, I muſt not omit mention- 
ing, as briefly as I can; for fear of injuring 
both Aatiquity and Hiſtory : The remarkable 
Memory of Archelaus, King of Macedonia; who 
gave a Gold-Cup that a Minion at Court beg- 
ged of him, to Euripides; with this ſevere Re- 
primand, that He was worthy to ast and be de- 
ny'd, but the other deſerving Perſon wa; worthy 
of the Gift without acting: Of Antigonus rhe 
older; who was importunately delir'd by a 
good for nothing-Fellow, to give him a Drachm; 
why, ſays he judiciouſly enough, That is roo [mall 
a Gift for a King; and then the other asking 
him again for a Talent, he told the Simpleton, 
That was too great a One for a Counterfeit, who 
only ſet up for a pretended Cynzck: Of li- 
beral Titus, in fine; who never ſlept at Night, 
without practiſing this noble Virtue of giving 
and doing Good every Day, according to the 
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moral Precept of Phocy lides; Mi FI M. —— 
Spurn not at Poverty, nor reje& the Poor: 
But, nloys & ils SSIs — give him preſent 
Subſiſtence and Relief. This kind- hearted Titus 
was ever lov'd, while he livd; and lamented 
after his Death, with that notable Inſcription 
upon his Tomb: The Delight of Mankind is 
one 

1 HOWEVER yet a King, through many 
Temptations, may eaſily exceed the juſt Bounds 
of Liberality ; either by beſtowing Eſtates, Of- 
fices or Money upon worthleſs Perſons; as 
Paraſites, Sycophants, Courtezans, Catamites or 
Courtiers, unworthy of his Royal Favour : Or 
by giving Encouragement. Countenance and 
Preferment to Flatterers, Players, Masks, Moſ- 
ques or Miniſters of ſenſnal Delights; amidſt 
the Calamitics of an expenſive War, and the 
heavy Burdens, grie vous Exactioans, or exttaor- 
dinary Neceflities of a languiſhing people. 
This would be only glorving in their own 
\ Miſery among ungenerous Princes; fquinfring 
away their ill-gotren Goods for paltry Plea» 
ſures, and griping the Poor at Home, . ag- 
grandize their fond Extravagancies, t falſe 
Divertiſements Abroad. Rich were never 
given to encreaſe Luſt, ro miniſter ta 5<nſg- 
ality, or to maintain Voluptuouſneſs; ut to 
emprove Vr, and ſupport an cx2& er- 
lity. Inſomuch, that ſovereign Princes have the 
greateſt Occaſion for Prudence +24 *Jnitice, in 
diſtributing their Gifts, Graces aw! Go d- 
Turns; whether of Places or Privileges, - 
ncurs or Dignities: acco:ding to the ot hare 
monious Proportion, beiwcen the of 
their faſt Favourites, aud the Rewards ir 
faithful Confidents. But Recompence 047: 1 
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take Place of Gift ſtill; by rewarding thoſe 
Firſt that have deſerv'd well, before any 
Thing be given to thoſe that deſerve Nothing 
of the Country or Government. For when 
murmuriag Subjects find Royal Bounties, or 


National Benefits, conferr'd upon Strangers, Fo- 
reigners, and undeſerving Perſons, there will 


be little Patience or Peace left in the Land; ſtill 
repining at their Unhappineſs. Such in bred 
Heart-Burnings, and ſecret Fires, have often 
broke out on a ſudden into Flames, among the 
moſt flouriſhing Eſtates. Away then with 
thoſe impudent Cajolers, or covetous Cravers 
about Kings; whoſe whole Bulineſs, as 4 
certain Author ſays, is to ſup-uy the Blood, 
gnaw. the Bones, and fuck the Marrow both of 
Prince and People, to pratify their Pride, or ſa- 
tisfy heir Ambition: under a Pretence ſtill of be- 
ing either needy Money-leſs Travellers, poor 
diſcourag'd Generals, unfortunate Admirals, 
impovcriſh'd Ambaſſadors, or indigent Miniſter; 
of State, abſolutely unrequited yer for their 
good Services. In fine, theſe are they the 
would not allow any Perſons to have Acc 
to his Majeſty but themſelves; or want to 
ingroſs and monopolize all his Favours. | hus 
have. the beſt Friends of Royalty often been 


remov'd fartheſt from his Preſence and honou- 


rable Employments! The moſt worthy ought 


always to enjoy the nobleſt Places of Truſt, 


or higheſt Poſts of Honour. Taxes indeed may 
run high, and be abſolutely neceſſary for the 
publick Gocd; as they happen to be wiſely 
appropriated or well apply'd. But why ſhould 
the People pay for the Pleaſures of their Prin- 
ces, and the Wealthineſs of their Minions ? 


A..] beſides, there is a common Failing as to 


this 
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this Virtue in the World. A Man may give 


what is none of his own. He muſt come 
fairly by his Riches, and honeſtly by his E- 
ſtate, to qualify him to be either liberal or 
charitable. For otherwiſe, it is only robbing 
Peter to pay Paul, by the Proverb; in which there 
can be neither Religion nor Morality. Riches, 
generally ſpeaking, prove the moſt prolifick 
Parents of Roguery, Vanity and Oſtentation. 
A Starvling is of all Mankind the greateſt 
Object of Chriſtian Charity, as well as humane 
Compaſſion. How ungenerous then ; how un- 
charitable and barbarous would it be, to let 
ſuch a miſerable Wretch die in the very Streets 
a- begging at our Feet; for Want of ſome cor- 
dial Aſſiſtance, either a refreſhing Dram, or a 
healing Potion, to revive his fainting Spirits, 
in a ſudden Fit or a ſick Qualm! He that 
is ready to periſh ought to be liberally ſup- 
ply'd with good Liquor, as well as Food and 
Rayment, to keep Body and Soul together, with- 
out parting unwillingly through Neceſſity. Not 
excepting a Cup of cold Water, or a Glaſs 
of ſmall Beer; which may ſometimes relieve 
the poor languiſhing Creature in a droughty 
Ague, a heQick Fever, or a weak Conſump- 
tion; by quenching his Thirſt, qualifying his 
Pain, and comforting his Vitals upon Occaſion 
of Sickneſs. Sickneſs requires ſuch neceſſary 
Reliefs, and generous Conſolations, for the Pre- 
ſer vation of Life. But then Sorrow, above all 
other Things, is the moſt dry; upon which 
this Text chiefly turns in the moral Senſe of 
it: and it often ſtands in Need of the nobleſt 
Wine to chear up the dejected Heart, to ba- 
niſh all the diſpiriting Thoughts of the Spleen, 
and to prevent the diimal Effects of the _— 
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eſt Melancholy almoſt to Death or Diſtracti- 
on. The Holy Pſalmiſt himſelf ſeems in ſome 
Meaſure to preſcribe Wine, drank with Mo- 
deration, to ſuch a grieving Patient under any 
Calamity ; to make his Heart glad, by refreſh- 
ing his drooping Spirits, and exhilarating his 
Mind above all the violent Incroachments, ei- 
ther of Sickneſs or Sorrow. 

IT is remarkable in this. great City, how 
cold Charity is grown of late; how often La- 
zarw is fed with an empty Prayer; and that 
not a true One neither, nor with unfeign'd 
Lips: When he lies even at the Church-Gates 
ready to periſh with his Sores and his Sorrows, . 
and receives no other Relief perhaps than a re- 
gardleſs Sigh, or a helpleſs Wiſh en paſſant, and 
Jo Farewel. In the mean Time, the poor Ab- 
je is left to himſelf and to divine Providence, 
to ſtruggle with his tormenting Diſtempers : 
Being more oblig'd to the Dogs perhaps fot 
their kinder Commiſeration of l:cking his Ul- 
cers, than inhumane Dives, the illiberal Churl 
of the World, the Man of Affluence and 
Wealth; who is ſo far from affording him 
any Comfort out of his ſuperabundant Trea- 
ſures, that he cannot find in his Heart to al- 
low him ſo much as the Crumbs of his Ta- 
ble. Where is the good Samaritan among ſuch 
unconcern'd Lookers-on, as know nothing of 
Sympathy or Compaſſion out of their Pockets 
who will take no Care of the Wounded, ei- 
ther in Mind or in Body, nor ſupply them 
with Neceſſaries of Life in their Afflict ion and 
Miſery? There let them die of their Diſ- 
eaſes; they only cumber the Ground, where 
they lie unpitied in a deplorable Condition, 
and are labouring for the Grave-Digger. 8 la- 
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humanity! 'Tis wonderful alſo to ſee, with 
our own Eyes, ſo many People ſtarving about 
the Streets; hungry, naked, and thirſty ; pe- 
* riſhing ſometimes for Want of Drink, as well 
as other Suſtenance, or dropping down dead 
before our Faces for Want of Bread: as if 
there was a Famine in fo rich a Land, fo 
plentiful a Country as England. This is ſome- 
what aſtoniſhing, eſpecially conſider'd, when 
the Collections for the Poor of our Pariſhes 
run ſo high, by multiplying Rates upon Rates, 
and making Six or Seven Quarters ina Year, 
by a new ſort of charitable Arithmetick. 
Where the Fault lies, I leave the Overſeers to 
look to it. But, and when thoſe miſerable 
Wretches are dead and gone, peradventure 
they ſhall either be deny'd, or grudg'd Chriſtian 
Burial, by a covetous Purſe-proud Clerk, for 
Want of his Dues; who muſt one Day pay 
the ſame Debt of Nature himſelf, and have 
his own Mouth full of Mould, notwithſtand- 
ing all his loud bawling Bravado's againſt the 
poor Deceas'd, or Uncharitableneſs towards the 
Diſtreſſed living. How unchriſtian a Practice 
is this about a Church! which at leaſt deſer- 
ves the Rod of Reproof, or ſome moral Refle- 
tion. 


VERSE 
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Vers: VII. 


LET him drink, and forget his Poverty; and 
remember his Miſery no more. 


PARAPHRASE, 


IHEREF O RE, Son Lemuel, as 
l hope you will be a liberal and 
Wt generous Prince in your Manhood; 
when you meet with ſuch a diſ- 
conſolate Creature upon the Brink 
of periſhing through Poverty, or 
of breaking his Heart almoſt with Heavineſs 
and Sorrow, I beſeech you to have ſome ten- 
der Compaſſion of his Circumſtances. Accom- 
modate him with Neceſſaries out of your gra- 
cious Goodneſs, Bounty and Abundance, Let 
your Wine be brought forth in Plenty to re- 
lieve his Languiſnment. Let it be ſet before 
him in an ample Manner of Hoſpitality, Let 
him drink freely of it, to make his Heart 
chearful, and to raiſe his Faculties above any 
melancholy Reſentments of his poor Conditi- 
on. It will, in all Likelihood, put new Life 
Into him ; rowze up his drooping Spirits, and 
_ recreate his Mind with Alacrity. It will pre- 
ſently change his Sadneſs and his Sorrow into 
Joy and good Humour. It will quickly divert 
his Thoughts from repining at his Poverty, 
Adverſity or Miſery. It will immediately make 
him ſo merry and pleaſant, with Moderation, 
as to bury his Anxieties in Oblivion for the Time 
Being. And why may not he be allow'd to 
dripk 
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drink heartily, to ſuch a virtuous Pitch as to 
alleviate the heavy Troubles of his Mind, the 
weariſome Labours of his Body, or the fret- 


ting Cares of his Fortune, by the Benefit of 


good Converſation and ſober Company ? Drink- 
ing ſtrong Liquors with Diſcretion 1s an ac- 
knowledg'd Relief for ſuch Maladies, and re- 
puted a ſovereiga Remedy for ſuch Melancho- 
lies. If it cannot cure, it may correct the 
aggravating Thoughts of a Diſeaſe, or eaſe the 
preſent Pain and Anguiſh of a miſerable Af- 
fliction. And therefore let him plentifully make 
Uſe of ſuch refreſhing Auxiliaries and Rein- 
forcements of Nature, as are molt agreeable 
to his weak Conſtitution, or convenient for 
helpiag his lingring Indiſpoſition, according 
to the comfortable Direction of this kind in- 
ſtructive Leſſon. Let him take the moſt re- 
viving Cordials, which his own Pocket or his 
Friends can afford him out of their wonted 
Liberality. Let him drink the moſt generous 
Wines, without ſtinting him to the Juice 
of the Grape only; anſwerable to the Nature 
of his Diſtemper or Neceſſity : but never to 
Exceſs, never to Inflammation, never to Madneſs 
or Forgetfulneſs of his Duty. Moderation can 
only make them exactly wholeſome and good for 
procuring Patience under all his Sufferings, Diſa- 
ſters or Sorrows. They muſt be drank to no high- 
er than an exhilarating Degree of Satisfaction: 
ſo as to drive away the Cares and Anxieties 
of the World; to baniſh the Troubles and 
Vexations of Spirit; to diſcard the thoughtful 
Reflections of the Mind upon a declining For- 
tune; to cancel the Memorial of our moſt di- 
ſturbing Misfortunes ; or to bring all aur de- 
ſpiriting Loſſes, ä Diſtreſſes, 

Ad- 
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Adverſities and ill. Treatments into Oblivion, 
A moderate Glaſs will be ſufficient to make 
ſuch heavy-hearted People foget their Poverty, 
think no more of their Hardſhips, and grieve 
no longer at the Remembrance of their Miſe- 
ries; if they can be merry and wiſe in their 
Deſires. 


REMARK s. 


* HIS is a divine Precept which her Ma- 
jeſty preſſes; an excellent Recipe for a 
poor Man languiſhing under Misfortunes, Im- 
poveriſhments, or Sorrows of Heart. He ought 
to make as much of himſelf as he can conve- 
niently afford, in ſuch diſcouraging Circumſtan- 
ces of Life. He may very well be allow'd a 
chearful Bottle in Tribulation, to take away 
his tormenting Heart-Akes, and to aſſwage the 
Anguiſh of his Mind by the Powers of good 
Wine. Quacks may boaſt of their grand El:xirs, 
appealing Anodynes, or noble Febrifuges for the 
Body: But this has the Character, even in Holy 
Scripture, of a more wonderful Virtue or com 
ſing Efficacy; being well prepar'd, and duly dire- 
Red for the Health of the Patient : which is able 
.to allay the greateſt Grief, lighten the heavieſt 
Burden, and caſt off the moſt virulent Bitter- 
neſs of his Soul, by its powerful Alleviation of 
Miſery. 

POVERTY, however, in common Opinion, 
ſeems to be the moſt _— Story in the 
World. Some erroneons halt-witted People 


may perhaps falſely think it a Curſe next to 
Reprobation, or a final falling from Grace; as if 
Riches were the ſole Bleſſing. But indeed it 
is very often no Sin to be poor; and requires 
no 
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no ſorrowful Repentance, no tormenting Af- 
ter-Thought, nor to drink of ſo bitter a Cup 
as 4 Remorſe of Conſcience, notwithſtanding 
all its Oppreſſions. For it may befal a Man 
withont any of his *own Fault; out of meer 
Neceſſity, by manifeſt Compulſion, or notorious 
Injuſtice. However, if we heartily conſider it, 
either abſtractedly in it ſelf, or in its unfor- 
tunate Circumſtances, and in the miſerable Con- 
ſequences that it carries along with it; we 
ſhall find ic to be more than a meer Name 
and a very great Affliction, far more grievous 
than the bare Word imports at the firſt Hear- 
ing of Want and Neceſſity. 

I. IN it felf, I do not take Poverty indeed 
to be either ſo terrible a Scare-Crow on the 
one Side, or ſo idle a Whimſy of a Chimera 
on the other, as ſome Perſons vulgarly conje- 
ure. Contentment is an immediate Cure for 
that growing Evil, and Patience a perfe& Re- 
medy againſt the ſwelling Humours of ſuch a 
repining Malady. Who can look upon it to 
be any more than a fanciful Bug-Bear to wiſer 
Heads; that are not to be frighten'd with 
vain Shadows, or imaginary Phantoms? They 
cannot terrify a generous Soul; well fortify'd 
with Courage, and arm'd with a full Relig- 
nation to God Almighty's good Providence, 
in all his infinitely wiſe Diſpenſations : being 
ſupported alſo over and above with an abſo- 
late Reſolution, rather to ſuffer than ſin ; rather 
to die than diſtruſt his Protection, or diſobey 
his Authority. But, after all, how like a Thiet 
and a Robber does it often ſteal in upon the 
nobler Faculties of the Mind ! It generally 
ſurprizes ſome unthinking, ccwardly People 


unawares, with the moſt frightfu! Conſterna- 
G 2 tions. 
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tions. It frequently deters them from Virtue; 
either diſorders their Memory; perverts their 
Reaſon; diſturbs their Will; confounds their 
Judgment; ruffles their Paſſions; rifles the Ca- 
binet of their Underſtanding; carries, off their 
brighteſt Thoughts of Value, the Jewels of 
Wir; or deprives ſuch diſcontented Sufferers 
of their Freedom, Satisfaction and Security all 
at once by the Stealth. Poverty and Riches 
are both a- like in this Reſpect; they both 
cheat their Maſters and their Slaves of Hap- 
pineſs, through their Deceitfulneſs, Impoſiti- 
on, and Infatuation. Nothing cows or diſcou- 
rages ſome Men, even among the biggeſt Bray - 
adocio's, more than the Apprehenſion of 
the Approaches of Poverty; at what a vaſt 
Diſtance ſoever it threatens an Attack. But 
when it marches-up at the Head of a formi- 
dable Army of Miſeries, and offers preſent 
Battle ; then it will be found difficult for the 
boldeſt Bravo to conquer it in the Encoun- 
ter; to cope or to capitulate; to make Peace 
with it; or to reconcile the Fiend to become 
a familiar Friend, or a faithful Ally of a mor- 
ta! Enemy: without the moſt couragious Con- 
ſtancy, impregnable Patience, and undaunted 
Valour. Tis the Nature of Poverty to inſult 
and triumph over puſillanimous Daſtards. It 
ſhews no Favour to the ſneaking Coward, and 
gives no Quarter to the ſubmitting Deſpon- 
der. But the good Chriſtian Hero may foon 
defeat, vanquiſh, and put to flight all its 
dreadful Forces in Array, by Virtue of his E- 
quanimity and Long-Suffering. A Perſon truly 
magnanimous will never yield the Conqueſt to 
croſs Fortune, nor tamely give- up the Victory 


to ſach a piritul Uſurper; but ſtand his 
Ground 
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Ground ſtill, in Hopes of better Times, and hap- 
py Olims, for what is to come as well as paſt : 
Or elſe the witty Poets and wiſe Philoſophers 
Sa nothing of the Viciſſitude of humane At- 
airs. 

II. IN its direful Circumſtances, lies the 
greateſt Hardſhip of Poverty. It ſometimes 
afflicts like a judicial Fatality, a Famine or a 
Plague; having no Corn in Egypt perhaps; 
no Money in the Land of the Living ; no 
Suſtenance in a poor Family; nothing to pro- 
vide for an ordinary Livelihood, nor to pro- 
cure a common Maintenance of a Meal's Meat 
or the meaneſt Neceſſaries of Life, it may be, 
to ſtop the Mouths of a Wife and Children 
a-ſtarving at Home, for Want of due Succour 
and their daily Bread. Theſe are very 
hard Lines in Truth! And would it not make 
a Man look about him for better Fortune, or 
fly ro divine Providence for its never- failing 
Relief? Would it not move him to be indu— 
ſtrious, and take Pains to the laſt Degree. of 
his Power or his Prayers? Would it not al- 
moſt quite diſcomſit him from his Labour, and 
render him uneaſy, diſſatisfy'd, or diſcourag'd 
even to Death, in his greateſt Efforts and En- 
deavours of getting his Living honeſtly ? 
Would it not cauſe his Tongue to cleave to the 
Roof of his Mouth, to be confin'd from the Li- 
berty of Drinking what is neceſſary tor the 
Conſolation of his Mind, the Comfort of his 
Heart, and the Suſtentation of his Body? What 
can be a more diſtracting Affliction to an in- 
digent Perſon, a Gentleman or a Scholar, than 
not to be able to purchaſe thoſe ſatisfactory 
Emoluments ; which are requiſite as much for 
the very Being, as Well-Being, both of himſelf 
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and his comfortleſs Family in Want? How 
muſt he be diſturb'd in his Thoughts, as well 
as cramp'd in his Deſires; who has not Money 
to go to Market for Proviſion, nor ſo much 
as to command a Draught of Small- Beer, ex- 
cept he can have Credit given for it? Can 
any Thing more perplex or torment a generous 
Mind, than to be incapacitated to buy his 
daily Food, or Bread it ſelf; and to be depri- 
ved of procuring an honeſt Livelthood, with- 
out making a Trade of hegging it in Pub- 
lick? Such a Man, ſo miſerably deſtitute, may 
ſtay at Home, and be ſtarv'd with Hunger, 
or die of unquenchable Thirſt; unleſs he 
will make his Caſe known diſgracefully, ex- 
poſe himſelf as a forlorn Object of humane 
Compaſſion, and undergo the vileſt Contempt 
or Scorn of the World. Tis impoſſible to 
expreſs, to what ſad Shifts and ſordid Ex- 
tremities Poverty reduces ſome unrelicv'd Peo- 
ple: And they only can tell them, who are 
forc'd to live upon the Alms- Basket. Nothing 
but the Conſolation of Philoſophy, or the Com- 
forts of Divinity, can help them to retrieve their 
great Indigencies; ſo much unregarded by o- 
thers, and unlamented in the Pride of their 
Barbarity. But then they muſt make it their 
chief Buſineſs to cling the cloſer to God, for 
Redreſs of ſuch Grievances ; who can command 
more Charity from the Brutes, from the Ra- 
vent, upon a true Faith and Truſt, like Elijah's, 
in his infinite Goodneſs, than to let them pe- 
riſh for Want of ſome miraculous Suſtenance 
and ſufhcient Support. — 

III. IN the regretting Conſequences of it, 
Poverty is very irkſome, grievous, and diſa- 
greeable to moſt People. it is almoſt aun 
5 ra die 
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rable to ſome ſort of murmuring, melancho- 
ly or diſcontented Tempers. They think it 
deprives them of all the Benefits of good Com- 
pany, and diſcards them, in a Manner, out of 
humane Society. They are apt to grieve too 
immoderately at their Misfortunes, and ſeclude 
themſelves from better Injoyments by a diſho- 
nourable Deſpair. Deſpair, upon Poverty, has 
been the ſad Occaſion of doing worſe Things 
too; and made ſome Men ſcandalJouſly deſtroy 
themſelves by their own unnatural Hands: as 
if Sword or Piſtol; Hanging, Drowning, or 
cutting of Throats, could free them from Mis- 
fortunes by the Perdition of their Bodies, and 
ſecure the Salvation of their Souls, by an un- 
repented Crime of Cowardice, Diſhonour and 
Damnation: not to call Self-Murder, in parti- 
cular, the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, with- 
out any Forgiveneſs. *Tis next Door to it, 
not to ſtint the divine Mercy. I acknowledge 
an honeſt money-leſs Traveller may well ſing upon 
the Road before a Rovber, as FJuvenal wittily 
expreſſes it; becauſe he has nothing to loſe : 
But how many wicked Deſperado's are driven, 
thro' Grief of Heart upon their Neceſſities, to the 
Temptation of going upon the High-Way 
themſelves, and violently riſquing their own 
dear Lives, as well as taking of other Peo- 
ple's Purſes for their diſhoneſt Support? *Tis 
only acting their own Tragedies in Reality, 
upon a fatal Exit! However, ſuch an idle, 
indolent, mean-ſpirited Fellow, as falls into 
Poverty through his own Inaction, Negligence 
or Prodigality; that lyes in the Aire, and 
will not ſo much as call upon God Almighty 
to help him, nor exerciſe the Faculties given 
him of Underſtanding and Iuduſtry, nor —_ 
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his own Power and Strength, like Hercules's 
fooliſh Carter in Diſtreſs: ſuch an unactive 
Perſon, I ſay, may well he unpity'd ; if not die 
alſo unregarded. At leaſt he can be reckon'd fit 
for no better Converſation, than that of Beg- 
gars, or to liſt himſelf at worſe Places than 
Mumper's Hall ; among Rake-Shams, Sharpers, 
Pick-Pockets, Spend-Thrifts and Profligates. 
And if Neceſſity does not at laſt force bim 
to ty-up a Leg, or counterfeit the Cripple, 
and play the Cheat for Relief; yet he will 
always have this ſevere Reflection in his Mind, 
that he has unqualify'd himſelf for any nobler 
Entertainment among Gentlemen, Scholars, or 
other worthy Perſons of good Repute, Cha- 
racer and Credit, through the oppreſſive In- 
digencies of his own creating, and the miſerable 
Exigences of his mis-ſpear Fortune. But what 
diſmal and deplorable Effects does Poverty 
fomerimes produce, even in more induſtrious 
Breaſts? What Regrets, what Reſentments, 
what afflicting After- Thoughts does it often 
raiſe in a generous Soul; ro find himlel. the 
Object of Scorn, and the Subject of Deriſion, 
for Want of Money or better Cloaths perhaps, 
to make a finer Figvre, and a more ſplendid 
Appearance in the World! And beſides, what 
aggravates the Misfortune to the higheſt De- 
gree of Miſery and Dejection, is this; that 
"Vulgar People will always be falſely judging of 
their Berters, of their very Perſons, both in 
Polar of Underſtanding and Merit, by their 
Outſide, their Apparel or their Pockets: as 
if the Brain did not lie ſome Stories higher 
in the Head; and Learning, much deeper than 
the Skin. But then again, if he happens alſo 
to be invely'd in Debt, and inſolvent i 
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this is the utmoſt Addition of Sorrow, over 
and above all his other Diſtreſſes of Want, 
and Extremities of Affliction. It magnifies his 
Tribulation, and multiplies his Woes. With 
what Heavineſs of Heart will he be oppreſs'd, 
if not quite overwhelm'd by that relenting 
Conſideration, and deſpond almoſt to Deſpair 
for fear of a Jay! or dying in Priſon upon 
a Diſability of ſatisfying his cruel Creditors 
a Priſon, which rarely ever yet paid off any 
Debts, as the old Proverb has it, with Honour 
and Juſtice, ſave only by Mortality: And then 
there's an End of his Poverty, Misfortunes 
and Miſeries all at once! Death ſoon diſcharges 
the Obligation due to Nature, *Tis in full of 
all Demands here below. The Buſineſs is quick=- 
ly done, without any other Acquittanc:, Re- 
leaſe, or Act of Parliament, to help his In- 
ſolvency. 

HUNGER and Thirſt, it is true, are 
Two preſſing Calamities of Life in Extremi- 
ty. But they cannot be fo terrifying to right 
Reaſon; when there is not an abſolute Im- 
poſſibility of having Neceſſaries, or procuring 
Relief. The one is ſoon ſatisfy'd; aad the 
other quickly quench'd with Moderation: ſo 
that Poverty or Want, in theſe Two ReſpeRs, 
may be juſtly deſpis'd for Virtue's Sake, and 
diſdain'd with Honour. True Hunger is the 
beſt Seaſoning it ſelf, and may be well enough 
gratify'd without any ſavoury Sauces or luſhi- 
ous Dainties. It ſweetens the moit ordinary 
Entertainment, and gives a good Reliſn to the 
meaneſt Fare. True Thirſt bkewiſe makes the 
ſmalleſt Liquor as agreeable to the Guſt, as 
the ſtrongeſt or moſt potent Mixtures. It 
renders it the moſt pleaſing to ſober Gueſts, 

next 
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next to a Miracle. Nature contents it ſelf 
with a little Food, and leſs moiſtening the 
Clay. She takes more Pleaſure in that which 
is plain, ſimple or wholeſome for the Body, 
than in all the full-flowing Bowls, magnificent 
Varieties, and nice Delicacies at voluptuous 
Feaſts or vicious Banquets. Neceſſity can be 
no juſt Plea for any Exceſs, either in Eating 
or Drinking againſt the Rules of Moderation, 
or good Health. Tis true, the Body requires 
Nouriſnment, but no Superfluities. What ſa- 
tishes Nature, upon the Craving, is ſufficient. 
Neceſſaries of Life, thank God! are very com- 
mon. They grow almoſt under every Hedge 
in the Country, or Garden in the Town, a- 
bounding with Plenty. Corn is cheap ; Herbs 
of the Field are cheaper, and Water is the 
cheapeſt of all, in the Compariſon. A good 
Stomach, by Virtue of Contentment, can make 
a Feaſt of Bread and Water; with Fruits, 
Roots, or other natural Productions, upon an 
urgent Neceſſity. Some Princes have been 
driven to greater Wants, Streights or Extre- 
mities, both of Thirſt and Hunger; and yet 
have regal'd themſelves with worſe Things a 
great deal than coſtly Diſhes, ſumptuous No- 
velties, delicious Rarities, racy Wines, or even 
fair Water : without doing the leaſt Prejudice 
to their Honour, and Damage to their Health, 
either by the Courſeneſs of their Diet, or the 
Cheapneſs of their Drink. However, when 
there happens to be Plenty enough, in a Fa- 
mily, without Profuſion; not to pinch the 
Body on the one Hand, nor to pamper it on 
the other, muſt needs be the healthfulleſt Way 
of Living, like rational Creatures, as well as 
hoſpitable and liberal Entertainers of the 
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Needy. Such as theſe wiſe, frugal, generous 
Houſe-Keepers, will always be the greateſt Re- 
lievers of the poor Lazarus's of the World! 
But pleaſing of Palates with Niceties and 
Kickſhaws, either of a Foreign or Domeſtick 
Mode, is only poyſoning of Conſtitutions, or 
ſurfeiting Nature ! 

LET us therefore not repine; but make a 
right Uſe, Application and Advantage of our 
Poverty in all Caſes, according to the beſt In- 
ſtruction of the Antient Sages or Moral Philoſo- 
phers : and then we ſhall go near to remember our 
Miſery no more; or think it no great Un- 
happineſs, in the Main, to be poor. Poverty 
well apply'd, carries along with it abundance 
of Benefits and Bleſſings. It contains a World 
of Learning and Felicity. It is, as Diogenes 
ſaid, a great Help to Philoſopby. It teaches us 
Frugality, Sobriety, and ſeveral other Virtues, 
both religious and moral. Inſomuch that the 
Fear of falling into Poverty, or Want, is rec- 
kon'd by the Wiſe, a moſt ridiculous and 
groundleſs Error in judgment. *Tis like Chil- 
dren's crying-out before the Evil comes; be- 
fore ever they are hurt. It commonly anti- 
cipates the Puniſhment, or helps-on the Rod of 
Correction apace. How highly abſurd and un- 
reaſonable is it for the Poor to think them- 
ſelves leſs happy than the Rich; either leſs 
fortunate in Life, or leſs legitimate by Birth ! 
Much more injurious is it to divine Providence, 
to believe themſelves to be only the Baſtards 
of ill Luck, or the By-Blows of blind Chance. 
They have the ſame Title equal with the 
richeſt Wordlings, or wealthieſt Money-Chan- 
gers, to all the glorious Felicities of the King- 
dom of Heaven, They often meet with fewer 
| Hin- 
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Hindrances, Avocations or Interruptions, as 
well as leſs Difficulty and Diſturbance upon 
Earth, in attaining to thoſe bliſsful Manſions 
Above. They are bleſt with the ſame ſpecial 
Grace, if not often greater, by the Gift of 
Contentment; to advance their Contemplation 
of Celeſtial Things, and exalt their Meditation 
of Immortality (ſooner or latter) into full Fru- 
ition. The Poor frequently have a better 
Portion of good Things than the Rich, in this 
ſpiritualiz'd Senſe and unmercenary Accepta- 
tion. For theſe Tranſitory cannot be compa- 


Table to thoſe permanent Treaſures. Riches 


are only. the Chains and Racks and Torments 
of ſome People's Sonls. They are Selt-Tor- 
menters in Deed ; who make Money their God, 
and are always puniſh'd by their own Idolatry ! 
What Happineſs can uſeleſs Wealth afford the 
covetous Miſer above the meaner fort of poor 
People; but Pride, Inſolence and Oſtentation, 
as Lactantius wiſely obſerves? Poverty will 
ever have the Preference of Covetoufneſs, 
and the Preheminence of Riches, among the 

virtuous Deſpiſers of this World. | 
BUT nothing can be more charmingly in- 
ſtructive than the Deſcriptions, which the wiſe 
Moraliſts give us of the inexpreſſible Advantages 
of Poverty. She is the Miſtreſs of Manners, ſays 
Ariſtophanes. She is the Nurſe of Abſtinence, 
ſays Archeſilaus. She is the Companion of 
Wiſdom and Contentation, ſays Euripides. Me- 
nander ſays, the Poor are under the Protection 
of God. Better is a little with Joy, than a 
great deal of Pelf with Sorrow in the Poſſeſſi- 
on. Tis but making a Virtue of Neceſſity ; 
and any healthful induſtrious Man may live well 
enough, to his Heart's Content. Poverty - 
| " + 80G 
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the School of Virtue, Knowledge and Diligence, 
in a Word. It deſires no great Wealth, and 
therefore does not want it in Abundance. It 
gives to the Spirit, Alacrity; to the Wit, A- 
cuteneſs; and to the Underſtanding, Vigour. 
It adds an uncommon Livelineſs even to Life 
it ſelf; when it is rightly us'd in- the Study 
of Philoſophy, Temperance and Fuſtice. In ſhort, 
it inriches a Man with the Treaſures of Reli- 
gion, Wiſdom and Tranquillity in the Injoy- 
ment of a good Conſcience. It renders him 
ſafe and ſecure in all Dangers, Difficulties or 
Diſaſters ; while the Rich, on the other Hand, 
are not in their own Power, but in Fortune's 
Clutches, or at the Diſpoſal of Chance: ex- 
pos'd to all the ſudden Accidents of Loſs and 
Labour-in-Vain. Bio» the Wiſe formerly in- 
troduc'd Poverty, diſputing the Caſe, and argu- 
ing the Difference ingeniouſly with a Diſciple 
of Philoſophy, to this Purport. “ Have I rob- 
bed thee of any Thing? Have I done thee any 
Injury or Injuſtice? Have I depriv'd thee of 
Prudence, Juſtice or Fortitude ? Have I taten 
* from thee any Neceſſaries of Life? Are not 
* the Ways full of Herbs, Fruits, and Fountains 
ce of Water? Haſt thou not as many Beds as 
*© the Earth can contain, and as many Coverlets 
* or Mattreſſes as there are Leaves; beſides Hay 
* and Straw? Have not I provided the beſt 
** Cook for thee ;, that is, Hunger? Have not I 
given thee 4 greater Pleaſure in Drinking, 
© when thou art a-thirſtly? Fear not any Want, 


© my Philoſopher! Daſt think a Man ſball die 


„fer Hunger, becauſe he has no Tarts at his Ta- 


* ble ; or of Thirſt, becauſe he has no delicate 
* Wine cool d with Snow in his Power? Such 
* Things are only unneceſſary Niceties. In fine, 
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« how canſt thou want a Houſe or a Lodging; 
« mhen there are ſo many goodly Churches and 
« ſtately Fabricks in our Cities and Suburbs? This 
ingenuous Moral Expoſtulation ſeems to deſerve 
our moſt ſerious Reflexion, and to be very 
worthy of an Anſwer in Favour of a well- 
ſtudy'd and cultivated Poverty. As for the glo- 
rious Examples of this Virtue, it wonld be 


tedious to recount them from ry. It will 
che 


be ſufficient then here to mention famous 


Teſtimonies of Ariſtides, the Juſt; who left 


not Money enough behind him for his Burial, 
by his upright Dealing: of Zeno, the Patient; 
who after all his great Loſſes became the greater 


Phsloſopher, by his Long-ſuffering : of Lycurgus 
the Leere 5 fone his All for the Good 
of his Country, by his Generoſity: of Diogenes, 
the Contented; who thought himſelf happier 
in his Tub, than Alexander on the Throne, by 
his Equanimity: of Cleanthes, the Laborions ; 
who daily turn'd a Milſtone about to get his 
Living, and ſupport his Studies of Learning, 
by his Induſtry: of Pythagoras, the Abſtemi- 
ous; who always liv'd upon a ſpare Diet; of 
Fruits and Herbs, inſtead of Bread, by his 
Temperance ; and of Menedemus, the Indefati- 


gable, who wrought hard every Day to main- 


tain his Lucubrations of Wiſdom at Night, by 
his Labour: All of them thus thriving and 
flouriſhing upon their Poverty, with the great- 
eſt Applauſe, Contentation and Felicity. What 
need I name any more illuſtrious Inſtances of 
Self-Denial in the mightieſt, and Magnanimity 
in the meaneſt Circumſtances ? All Diſcontent- 
ment, Deficiency, or Indigence, conliſts in the 
Deſire only; or in a fanciful Apprehenſion, and 


diſturb'd Imagination of future Contingencies, 
, out 


Paraphras d. 95 


out of the Sphere of our Commanding, or 
Controuling of Providence. He that deſires 
nothing of worldly Riches, according to Socra- 
tes's Saying, does, in ſome Meaſure, reſemble 
God, in his All-ſufficiency. And how can we 
call thoſe poor Men, who want nothing; whoſe 
Souls are inrich'd with ſuch rare Perfections 
of Patience above the Power of Impoveriſh- 
ment? Calamity it ſelf, in Ariſtotle's Opini- 
on, proves oftentimes the Occaſion of Happi- 
neſs; in leading a virtuous Life, full of Peace, 
Quiet and Contentment. 

LET the pooreſt Jobs of this Age then be 
no longer afflited, or diſcomfited among Chri- 
ſtians; or elſe the Heathens will riſe-up in 
Judgment againſt their Impatience and Mur- 
muring. Let them reſt ſatisfy'd upon this 
faithful Aſſurance, that the moſt miſerable De- 
ſtitutes here may prove God Almighty's greateſt 
Favourites hereafter ; and their preſent Deſdo- 
lation or Diſtreſs tend to their future Bliſs and 
Glory in another World: where all terreſtri- 
al Sorrows wil! be wip'd away with their 
Tears, and turn'd into celeſtial Joys, or ange- 
lical Injoyments. Happy will a merciful, com- 

aſſionate and bountiful Prince himſelf be in 

uch a ſuffering People, on this Side Heaven; 
who can thus religiouſly and virtuouſly forget 
their Poverty, Tribulation or Thraldom upon 
Earth! Happy alſo will the People of a Na- 
tion, almoſt bankrupt and beggar'd, be in ſuch 
a tender-hearted Prince; who is deeply touch'd 
with a true Senſe of their Miſeries, and ear- 
neſtly, concern'd for the Redreſs of their Grie- 
vances ! Both Sovereign and Subject will by 
this Means be highly Happy. His —_— 
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will flouriſh again, and his poor Country-men 
rejoyce in their Redemption. 


2 A 
FR —_— 


VERSE VIII. 


OPEN thy Mouth for the Dumb, in the 
Cauſe of all ſuch as are appointed to De- 
ſtruction. 


PARAPH¹RAS E. 


Beg of you, Son Solomon, in 
the laſt Place of my Advice 
for your Well-doing and Ad- 
vantage, to adminiſter Juſtice 
gt equally, exactly and imparti- 
ally to all your loving Peo- 

— ple in Subjection to your Au- 
thority or Commands. You will do well not 


on of it wholly to your ſubordinate Officers 
of the State. You ought to ſit upon the Bench 
| ſometimes your ſelf in Perſon, as well as the 
Throne ; to ſhew your Prudence, your Power, 
or your Prerogative, as well as Condeſcenſion 
and Humility. Let me intreat you to frequent 
the Courts of Judicature, more than perhaps 
you have hitherto done ; honour them oftener 
with your Preſence; over-rule the partial 
Judge; open your Mouth in a righteous Cauſe, 
and never ſpare to ſpeak in Favour of the 
Dumb and Defenceleſs. If you chance to ſee 
any helpleſs Perſon there, either * 
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Defendant, in Danger of loſing his Right up- 
on a Tryal; becauſe he is not able to make 
it out, or to manage it with Succeſs, for Want 


of knowing the Law: Or if you find he can- 


not ſpeak ſo well for himſelf, through Fear, 
Modeſty or Ignorance ; becauſe perhaps he has 
no Gift of Elocution, and no Faculty of Ad. 
dreſs fit for the Hearing of the Court: Hold 
not your Tongue then upon this Occaſion 
leſt the Innocent be caſt, the Righteous be 
wrong'd, and the Juſt forcd to ſuffer. Keep 
no longer ſilence, but immediately undertake 
his Vindication. Take his Part more eſpeci- 
ally, when it happens to be the Caſe of ſome 
unfortunate Strangers; who want the trueſt 
Interpreters, require the faithfulleſt Advocates, 


4 


and deſerve the moſt impartial, unbiaſs'd or 


uncorrupted Judges : when they underſtand no- 
thing of the Laws, and are peradventure, ei- 
ther in Jeopardy of Life, or in imminent Dan- 
ger of ſuffering ſome conſiderable Damage in 
Body, Credit or Eſtate; as if they were ap- 

pointed to Deſtruct ion, only for Want of Friends. 
Let ſuch friendleſs Wretches as theſe, whether 
Orphans or Indigents, Foreigners or Natives, ne- 
ver be oppreſſed by Might. Malice or Miſun- 
derſtanding; for Default of Speech or Know- 
ledge, how to make their Defence upon Life 
and Death, or in Caſes of Liberty and Pro- 
perty. The Word of a King will ſoon re&i- 
fy ſuch Miſtakes of Perſonal Reſpe&t or Par- 
tiality. Tis a princely good Office to take 
ſuch a poor Man's Cauſe in Hand, that is 
not able to help himſelf, nor qualify'd to ſay 
any Thing to purpoſe for his own Preſervati- 
on, or in Juſtification of a clear undoubted 
Title. How like Majeſty will it look, to de- 
H tend 
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fend the lamentable Caſe of the Widow and 
the Fatherleſs, iuvolv'd in vexatious Suits of 
Law; to eſpouſe their Quarrel in a diſputed 
Right; or to vindicate thoſe Miſerable Mutes, 
and filent Deſtitutes of Fortune, who are cut- 
out (as it were) for Deſtruction, or conſign'd 
over to Ruin, by the malicious Proſecution of 
their mortal Enemies: And that perhaps too 
ſometimes long before any Sentence of Con- 
demnation is openly pronounc'd, or Execution 
fixed to the fatal Day? But you may never- 
theleſs, like a wiſe Prince, a true Patriot, ſtill 
reſpite, reprieve, and pardon, by Virtue of 
your own unlimited Prerogative; where you 
ſee any Colour of Reaſon, or politick Occaſi- 
on of Prudence for it, without prejudicing the 
Publick. In a Word, I beſeech you, be men- 
ciful as well as juſt; and let your great Cle- 
mency over-rule the Rigour of the Law. Thus 
you will become a faithful Father of your 
Country; and the Inhabitants, your moſt obe- 
dient Children. | | 


REMARKS. 


USTICE and Mercy, well-mix'd and wiſe- 

ly moderated, are ſuch ſignal Virtnes, 
tingular Qualifications, and illuſtrious Orna- 
ments of Crown'd-Heads themſelves, as well 
as inferiour Miniſters and ſubordinate Magi- 
ſtrates, or other friendly Fellow-Subjects of all 
Ranks among one another; that they render 
any Reign or Adminiſtration of Government, 
not only happy in it ſelf, but alſo wonderfully 
glorious in the Eyes of the whole World. 
They ſenſibly draw upon a particular King- 
dom, the general admiration of Foreign Coun- 
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tries. The Loadſtone it felt is not more at- 
tractive of Iron and Steel, with all its hidden 
Powers, than theſe Virtues are of Eſteem and 
Veneration. For which Reaſon, the Natives 
may unanimouſly re joyce with Exultation, un- 
der the benign Influences, and diffuſive Good- 
neſs of their gracious Governour, their lawful 
Prince, their pacifick Sovereign. 

UPON this Conſideration, the good Queen 
preſſes her Son Solomon fo pathetically to the 
Practice of theſe Two Royal Excellencies and 
noble Indowments of Mind: without which, 
no Government can long ſubſiſt in a firm 
Condition, or a flouriſhing Conſtitution. Where- 
as, if the Word of God be true; and the 
holy Scripture cannot be ſuppos'd to falſify, 
or to miſrepreſent Things againſt any right- 
conſtituted, or well adminiſter d Government: 
as it is in Prov. Chap. XXIX. Ver. 14; The 
King that faithfully judgeth the Poor, his Throne 
ſhall be 9 — 1 66 for ever, in the Hearts of his 
People. But by the By; there is not a more 
vile vulgar Notion in the Univerſe, than that 
which would have all People left to their own 
Liberty or Choice, in Matters of Morality and 
Religion. A diſcreet Compulſion is abſolutely 
neceſſary for large-ſtretching Conſciences. They 
ought to be prudently reſtrain'd; to think, 
ſpeak and act rightly, according to reveal'd 
Rules or eſtabliſh'd Doctrines. All other Free- 
doms are irregular, unreaſonable and irreligi- 
ous Latitudes. There would otherwiſe be no 
Room for Satyr or Reproof; for Rewards 
or Puniſhments; for Law, Government or De- 
corum : but the whole World would in a lit- 
tle Time turn Free-Thinkers, Free-Talkers, 


and Free-Booters ; looſe Livers, lewd Liber- 
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tines, and worſe Any-thing-arians; in order to 
juſtify their own Atheiſtical Actions, or unwar- 
rantable Profeſſions. | 

IN the golden Age of former Days, Kings 


liv'd like Gods; as the good Governours and 


kind Guardians of mortal Men, the great Di- 
ſtributers of Rewards and Puniſhments among 
the Good and the Bad, the Virtuous and the 
Vicious; ſuitable to right Reaſon, Juſtice and 
Judgment, according to the exact Will or 
Counſel of Jupiter: And to this End, as He- 


ſiod wiſely obſerves, We Nee Baomnroy b, they 


took their regal Office, and from hence deriv'd 
their publick Adminiſtration. The Moral of 
this heathen Fiction is at leaſt a glorious En- 
ſample, Emblem and Argument, not only of 
their Authority and Conſtitution, but alſo of 
their Duty and divine Appointment. But the 
Holy Scripture has put this Caſe beyond all 
Diſpute of their being God's Anointed, and 
his Vicegerents upon Earth; inveſted originally 
with an indefeaſable Right, and uncontroulable 
Prerogative, and a Power not liable to any 
popular Coercion; but, ſave only to himſelf 
alone, intirely Unaccountable. Such a King as 
this Monarch, knowing well whoſe Miniſter he 
is, will always be the more merciful to his 
People ; notwithſtanding his unlimited Sway : 
And as the Royal P/almiſt has it, CII. V. 20. 
He will readily imitate his Maker, and wil- 
lingly condeſcend; to hear the Groaning of the 
Priſoner, to looſe thoſe that are appointed to Death. 
Redeeming of Slaves, Captives and Priſoners for 
Life, is the nobleſt Act of Charity, Clemency 
or Juſtice, that can be perform'd; and it would 
be the greateſt Mark of Honour in a King- 
dom, to grant them their Liberty, or n 

them 
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them their Redemption, either at Home or 
Abroad; from Baniſhment and Bondage; from 
Captivity and Impriſonment, at any reaſona- 
ble Rate. Such gracious Deliverances will 
aue, glorify both the King and his Coun- 
try ! | 

I. JUSTICE, like the Sun, is both glorious 
and communicative of its Virtues. The Powers 
of it are ordain'd for the common Weal and 
publick Welfare of Mankind. It prevents Peo- 
ple from worrying one another, like Dogs or 
Wolves, either in hot or cold Blood; and 
preſerves the Peace of the World. Humane 
Society, either natural or civil, could not ſub- 
fiſt without this Bond of Friendſhip. The 
juſt Man will do no Wrong himſelf, nor ſuf- 
fer others to do any Injury ; but give every 
one his Due, and diffuſe Good to all in 
Thought, Word and Deed. If he is in Au— 
thority, he will command nothing but what 
is right; yp a publick before a private In- 
tereſt; and diſtribute his Favours or Frowns, 
according as People perform their Duty, or 
tranſgreſs it in their reſpective Stations. If 
he is in Subjection; he will ſtudy Concord, 
live in Obedience to the Laws, and cultivate 
the Proſperity of his native Country : content 
with his own Condition, without hankering af- 
ter Places, Preferments and Dignities; or hunt- 
ing into higher Matters of Government among 
State- Medlers and News-Mongers. This is the 
faithful Character of Juſtice, and its compleat 
Votary ; as it acts for its own Sake, in the 
Comfort of being eaſy, quiet and peaceable : 
without expecting any other Reward or Re- 
tribution. 
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TRUE Philoſophy, ſays Socrates, is to know 
and practiſe, both privately and publickly, thoſe 
T-ings that are juſt, honeſt or nes 
This is that Prudence, which teaches us to 
govern both our Domeſtick and Civil Affairs 
with Peace, Happineſs and Applauſe. Juſtice 
is the very Perfection of all Duty; and comes 
up by Degrees to the Image of God, in ſome 
Reſcmblance of his Eſſence, or Likeneſs of his 
Attributes. The great Cicero, although a noted 
Repablican, calls it the ween of all other Virtues , 
That is, in other Words, the Empreſs of the 
World. She makes a notable Diſtinction be- 
twcen the Good and the Evil Doers, between 
the Righteous and the Wicked ; in the juſt, equal 
or impartial Diſtribution of her Graces and 
Civilities to the one, as well as in her Cor- 
rections and Chaſtilements of the other: to 
prevent Confuſion, a Chaos and Horch Potch of 
Government, as the wiſe Seneca obſerves; or 
making a Gallimawfry of Virtue and Vice. No 
Kingdom, Common- Wealth or City can be 
well-ruI'd or kept in a happy Eſtate, without 
both divine and humaiie Juſtice : for by the 
former, we are united to God in Devotion 
and good Will; by the latter, we are cloſely 
knit to our Neighbour Man in the ſtricteſt 
Ties of Mercy and Humanity. We are every 
Man of us bound to the Love of our great 
Creator in the. firſt Place, above all ſubluna- 
ry Things, or tereſtrial Conliderativns; by 
whoſe Almighty Fiat, we all ſtarted into Be- 
ing at a Word ſpeaking: and after that, we 
are as much oblig'd to the Juſtice of Charity 
towards our poor Chriſtian: Fellow-Creatures by the 
Law of Nature, Nations, and civil Society; 
both for our own Well-Being and Well-Do- 
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ing here Below. That is Piety; this is Pity; and 
a moſt reaſonable Compaſſion as well as Duty. 
UPRIGHT Dealing, without any Fraud, 
Craft and Cozenage, ought to be requir'd in 
every Man's Calling, Practice or Profeſſion ; 
that People may not live in a State of War, 
and worſe Miſchiefs of Rapine, Robhery or 
Murder; but in Love of Honeſty and Union. 
Juſtice is as inſeparable from Honour and Vir- 
tue, as the Shadow is from the Body in the 
Sun-ſhine. It calls-in the Poſſe of all other 
Virtues to its Aſſiſtance; eſpecially Tempe- 
rance, to know how to moderate any private 
Paſſions, and govern our revengeftul Piques: to 
inſtruct a Man how he may not ſuffer himſelf 
to be overcome with Wine, inſnar'd with 
Women, inſlar'd with Gluttony, inthralPd with 
Luſt, and involv'd with Avarice, or any other 
inordinate Deſires and exorbitant Motions of 
Concupiſcence, depriving a Perſon of the right 
Uſe of ſound Reaſon. This would be wrong- 
ing himſelf, with a Witneis! Exact Juſtice 
will neither do any Injury it ſelf, nor ſuffer 
any Miſchief to be done to the Afflicted; but 
endeavour to preſerve others, either at the 
Peril of its own Life, or the Hazard of Pre- 
ferment and Fortune. Tis a chaſt Virgin; 
whoſe Reputation is not to be violated, but 
by Death. Any other Violence can do her 
Virtue no Harm. It allows no Rapes among 
Women; and a Man cannot be raviſh'd of ut, 
without his own Conſent or Compliance. 
There can be no abſolute Compulſion of the 
Will. *Tis only a meer Jeſt, the Subterfuge 
of Perjury, and the deluding Evaſion ot Con- 
ſcience. Juſtice, whether it be diſtributive, 
always acts according to the golden Rule of 
| H 4 doing 
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doing as we would be done by; in all Caſes, 
Controverſies, and Conſiderations of Deſert, 
Dignity or Puniſhment: Or if commutative, 
it ever keeps the Ballance even in all _ 
Contracts and Promiſes, to an exact Perform- 
ance of Duty or Fair- Dealing. The Scales, 
Weights and Meaſures muſt be all true Stand- 
ard, and juſt to a Hair's Breadth. Ir allows 
no Over-reaching and Exaction, either in Buy- 
ing or Selling, under ſevere pecuniary Penal- 
ties. It makes no partial Difference among 
Men, whether taken in this or that Senſe; 
with any Regard either to their Friendſhip, 
Kindred, Wealth, Poverty, or Nobleneſs of 
Birth. | 

THERE muſt alſo needs be ſome ſort of 
2 even among Pirates, Thieves and Rob- 

rs themſelves; or elſe they could never hang 
ſo long together thriving in unſuppreſs'd So- 
cieties. Government it ſelf would be in a 
State of Diſſolution, without Laws to repreſs 
ſuch barbarous Violences, and puniſh ſuch ar- 
bitrary Offences. Juſtice muſt be done, and 
Judgment given without Favour or Affection, 
as well as Corruption and Bribery. In old 
Time the Father did not ſpare his own Son, 
for the Preſervation and Support of the pub- 
lick Safety. The Egyptians painted their Judges 
without Hands, and their Lord Chief Juſtice 
with his Eyes blind-folded, The Grecians and 
Romans greatly encourag'd all Proſecutions of 
bringing Offenders to condign Puniſhment ; if 
they were not litigiouſly commenc'd upon pri- 
vate Satisfaction or Perſonal Revenge. The 
Lacedemonians were ſo ſafe by the terrifying 
Severity of their Judgments in this Reſpect, 
that for a long Time they us'd neither * 
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their Coffers, nor Barrs for their Gates; be- 
ing in no Fear of any pilfering Tranſgreſſors 
or murdering Malefactors. When famous Cleon 
took upon him the Adminiſtration of publick 
Affairs, he bid Adieu to all the ſiniſter Views 
of Friendſhip; ſhook Hands with his Friends; 
and frankly told them, he muſt treat them as 
Enemies now for the future, rather than tranſ- 
greſs the Rules of right 1 Happy 
are our faithful judges, and honeſt Lawyers; 
thoſe honourable Gentlemen of the long Robe, 
who are no Ambidexters, no Prevaricators, 
no double - tongu'd Diſſemblers! Ariſtides would 
never ſuffer his Juſtice to be perverted, or 
Judgment executed by any private Paſſion, 
Profit, and Advantage of Honour; or by Preju- 
dice and Choler. Alexander usd to ſtop one 
of his Ears in Court, when the Accuſer made 
his Complaint; that he might the better hear 
the accuſed ſpeak in his own Juſtification and 
Defence with the other, not Prepoſſeſſed. Whe- 
ther Junius Brutus did well in beheading his 
Two Sons, for endeavouring to reſtore the 
Race of Tarquin; I leave the learned World 
to judge, by found Reaſoning upon the Change 
of Governments. Dear Bargains, in this Senſe, 
have been very common. There is no Dif- 
ference between a lawful and unlawful King, 
great or little, good or bad; bur by Right and 
Juſtice. Power cannot give the one; nor 
Poſſeſſion the other. That muſt ſtand the 
Teſt of God's Law, not of Man's making. 
But the juſt Exerciſe of it crowns all; and 
eſtabliſhes a Kingdom in a flouriſhing Condi- 
tion, with good Government. But whither do 
I run? In a word, the King himſelf would 
do well ſometimes, to be chief Counſel 8 

IS 
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his poor Priſoner at the Barr; or at leaſt to 
ſee Juſtice done to the Diſtreſſed, either in 
Peril, Trouble or Tribulation. For what hin- 
ders, but that the greateft Princes might cer- 
tainly become the beſt Counſellors in Points of 
Law, as well as prove the juſteſt Judges in 
Matters of Equity; where the Courts are ho- 
nour'd with their Anguſt Preſence: if they 
would condeſcend fo far, as to give themſelves 
the Trouble of hearing Cauſes ; as Ageſilaus, Au- 
guſt us, Trajan and all did in former Days with 


the moſt remarkable Generofity and Candour ? 


II. MERCY is an excellent, well-meanin 
and tender-hearted Virtue; the Nature an 
Property of which, conſiſts in moderating the 
Violence of Wrath and Vengeance : keeping 
it ſtill withia the juſt Bounds of Reaſon, Ho- 
nour and Humanity. Anger ought not to be 
like a Sword put into a Mad-man's Hand, 
but only made Uſe of for the Terrour, Re- 
ſtraint or Puniſhment of Evil-Doers. The Re- 
ſentment of Kings is very powerful and coer- 
cie in Fat. But, as the pious Cardinal 
Bona poſitively affirms, it will be as groſs a 
Piece of Cruelty to ſpare all, as to ſpare 
none; for an univerſal Impunity, or a general 


Pardon, would give Encouragement to Villany. 


In this Caſe, a good King indeed will require 
the Wiſdom of the Serpent, as well as the In- 
nocence of the Dove; and the Manlineſs of a 
juſt Avenger, not to ſay the Fierceneſs of a 
Lion, as well as the Meekneſs of a harmleſs 
Lamb, as to his political Behaviour. The for- 
giving Family of the gracious Stuarts were al- 
ways reckon'd famous for Acts of Clemency, 
or Indemnity ; and ſtand ſtill ſo recorded in 
the trueſt Hiſtories : If they have not _ 
el 2 
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alſo merciful to a Fault in Politicks. But 
this demands another Pen, or a different Au- 
thor. Only give me leave to aſſert here, that 
a Branch of the ſame Tree may bear the 
ſame Fruit, and produce as good Effects in 
Time to come; for the Peace and Proſperi 

of the whole Royal Pedigree, Iſſue or Offspring, 
and for the Benefit of their People, and De- 
pendents in future Generations. As God's Mer- 
cy is infinite, ſo Man's ought to be indefinite, 
in ſome Degree of Compariſon; to come-up 
to the neareſt Proportion of divine Likeneſs : 
by forgiving our perſecuting Enemies, and 
loving thoſe that deſpitefully uſe us even to 
Death almoſt ; without ſhewing any Mercy a- 
mong the faithful Few that are Sufferers for 
a good Conſcieace. But there will always be 
ſome living Martyrs and Confeſſors left yet, 
among the Orthodox in the true Chriſtian 
Church. I have ſome Reaſon to believe, and 
am ſorry for the Occaſion of ſaying it, that 
there is. a Set of unmerciful People in this 
World, ſo puffed- up with Pride, Haughtineſs 
and Ambition; as it they thought themſelves 
born to Empire, or Dominion without any 
Grace ; lording it arbitrarily over the Univerſe, 
even to the depreſſing of Majeſty it ſelf*fome- 
times in Miſery; beggaring a Nation; and 
oppreſſing the Poor, without diſcovering the 
leaſt Senſe or Compaſſion for their Calamities. 
However, any Prince of abſolure Inclemency, 
will ever be reputed no better than a ſaugui- 
nary Tyger or inhumane Tyrant, not only in 
the common Opinion of the Oppreſſed; but 
alſo in the ſedater ud ments of thoſe Lookers- 
on that are out of the Reach of his. deſpotick 
Clutches, Ought not the Defender of the 
Faith 
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Faith then, to be alſo the Defender of the 
poor Deſtitutes in Need or Diſtreſs? The 
Feeder of the Hungry, the Reliever of the 
| Thirſty, the Cloather of the Naked, the Viſi- 
ter of the Sick, the Comforter of the Afflict- 
| ed, the Supplier of their Wants, the Giver of 
| good Laws, the Rewarder of the Righteous, 
| the Revenger of the Wicked, the Deliverer of 
4 Caſt.aways, and the Preſerver of unfortu- 
nate Lives; muſt of Courſe be God Almighty's 
| greateſt Favourite. This is the King, who can 
| be no leſs than the Delight both of Heaven 
and Earth ; the Darling of all Chriſtian Powers 
and Principalities. He will be perpetually 
| merciful in his Juſtice; bountiful in his Cha- 
| rity; remarkable in his Temperance ; admira- 
ble in his Chaſtity, and illuſtrious in his Vir- 
tue: univerſally celebrated for his Valour and 
Fortitude, or Mildneſs and Magnificence; as 
well as renown'd for his Munificence and 
1 Magnanimity, for his Wiſdom and Patience, 
Cl for his great Learning and Knowledge of Lan- 
| guages. | 
| HOW henourable was King Philip, the 
Meek, of Macedonia; how eaſy of Acceſs; 
how Patient? When once upon a Time, 
mov'd by a poor Woman's Reprimand or Re- 
proach rather for refuſing to hear her Com- 
plaint, without Delay; [Be thou then no longer 
King] He readily receiv'd her Petition, and 
immediately redreſs'd her Grievance, upon ſe- 
cond Thoughts, with as much good Humour 
as Juſtice or Diſpatch. To be humble and 
merciful, are Celeſtial Badges of Honour and 
Glory, commanding the moſt awful Venerati- 
on. Learn of me, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, 


for I am meek, and lowly, and long Suffering. 
| Such 


P ... oo. nd... a n 


Parupbras'd. 109 


Sach is the divine Excellency of this lovely 
Virtue ; as if the whole Duty of Man was al- 
moſt wrapt- up in that one ſingle heavenly Leſ- 
ſon of Reſt, Patience and Humility. There 
would be nothing but Maſſacre, without Meek- 
neſs. Anger and Fury, not qualify'd with Mer- 
cy, nor mix'd with Diſcretion, are ungovernable, 
tyrannical, intolerable. They would quickly o- 
ver-run the World in ſome Parts, or lay it 
waſt in one common Aceldama; without more 
Chriſtianity, and milder Government to prevent 
the Bffuſion of humane Blood, They would 
either unpeople a Country, or make more Ma- 
lefactors than were ever yet executed, upon 
the utmoſt Rigour of Condemnation. To hang- 
up all that ſhould be guilty then, would turn 
upon the Unmerciful themſelves ; and either 
fall heavy upon their own Heads by RefleQi- 
on, or touch their Hearts with deeper Com- 
punction and Sorrow of Soul. The Great Aſ- 
ſize of all will come, and call for righteous 
Judgment. But ſuppoſing the laſt Extremity 
of Juſtice to be done upon old Offenders ; 
there ought yet to be ſome ſort of Room left 
for Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, and ſufficient 
Time given for Kepentance, as to Life and 
Death: even when there appears an abſolute 
Neceſſity of Puniſhment, for want of Reforma- 
tion or Amendment. I ſhall ſay nothing here, 
of Sir Thomas Moor's better Laws in Utopia, 
than Hanging; but leave it wholly to the 
Wiſdom and Judgment of every well-govern'd 
Nation. However, Gentleneis of Nature eaſily 
breaks the Rage of Wrath or Revenge, as a 
Rock in the Sea does the, foaming Waves, and 
daſhes the rifing Billows at laſt into a ſerener 
Calm, Temper or Tranquillity. Every Man 

may 
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may be mild, moderate and merciful in his 
Anger; but Clemency is the peculiar Proper- 
ty of Kings and Magiſtrates, who have the 
ſole Power of mitigating the Severity of Laws 
in puniſhing Malefactors: for the better Con- 
ſervation of Society, Safety, and Peace; the 
very End of all Government. Clemen:y, to 
uſe Bona's Deſcription of it in his Guide to 
Eternity, (and I know not a Juſter; done in 
Engliſh by the famous Sr. R. Leſtrange, never 
to be forgotten) J. not only the Privilege, 
«< the Honour, and the Duty of 4 Prince, but it 
& is likwiſe his Security; and better than all his 
% Garriſons, Forts, and Guards, to preſerve him- 
ſelf and his Dominions in Safety. When 4 
& Prince comes to be fear'd, he's bated; and 
* when he comes to be hated, the People wiſh him 
<< out of the World. His Strength lies net ſo 
much in bis Arms and Magazines, as in the 
% Hearts of his Subjects: For whoever Contemns 
© his own Life, is Maſter of another Man's. 
Many Executions are as great a Reproach to 
© 4 Government , as many Funerals to a Phyſi- 
© cian. That Prince is truly Royal, who maſters 
* himſelf; looks upon all Injuries as below him; 
& and governs by Equity and Reaſon, not by 
&« Paſſion, The greateſt Minds are ever the moſt 
& ſerene and quiet 

IN diſtributive Juſtice, the principal wo 
to be conſider'd is Impartiality z which is fo 
eſſential to the very Nature, Conſtitution and 
Eſtabliſhment of it in good Order of Truth ; 
that, withont this Qualification, it becomes the 
contrary Vice of Injuſtice, and ſinks into the 
worſt of Characters for Corruption, Tyranny, 
or arbitrary Power. Let the Sky fal, and Ju- 


ſtice be done; ſays the Moraliſt. Let the Con- 
ſequences 
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ſequences be what they will, of Apprehenſion, 
Hazard or Danger, it is ſtill oblig'd to do 
its Duty. And if it is rightly adminiſter'd 3 
it muſt be done without any perſonal Re- 
ſpe& to Party or Faction, on either Side of 
the unhappy Diſtinction between Whig and 
Tory. What's Sawce for the Gooſe, ought to be 
Sawce for the Gander alſo, impartially ; as cer- 
tain as an Oracle in a civiliz'd Government. 
But if any Geometrical Proportion, or Reaſon 
and Diſcretion may be urg'd for the different 
Puniſhments of the ſame ſpecifical Offenders ; it 
can only be juſt where the Crimes are dif- 
ferently circumſtantiated, with greater or leſs 
N which is nothing to the Merits 
of the Cauſe, but only as it diſtinguiſhes the 
Demerits of the Malefactors. This Proverb 
however, in former Times, ſpoil'd all the Po- 
liticks of the Green- Ribbon- Club; and for once 
balk'd the Bill of Excluſion, by diſconcerting 
theig partial Proceedings. But would it not 
be the groſſeſt Injuſtice, and give the greateſt 
Offence among honeſt People, to deſtroy one 
Man and fave another, as notoriouſly guilty 
cf the ſame Fact to all Intents and Purpo- 
ſes? Crimes therefore ought to be equally 
puniſh'd upon the ſame Criminals with the 
moſt impartial judgment: and even to an Arith- 
metical Proportion too, where the aggravating 
Circumſtances do not differ in the Action, and 
the Caſe is the ſame in all Points. But, and 
if the Court has a Mind to preſerve him that 
ſtole the Horſe, 1 hope he ſhall not ſuffer that 
only look'd over the Hedge; by the Prejudice 
and Miſapplication of the well-meaning Proverb. 
All Partialities of this Kind have ever been 
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2 egregiouſly impolitick in publick Af- 

Irs. | 

IMPARTIALITY likewiſe ought to be 
ſtrictly obſerv'd in Mercy, as the ſole conſti- 
tuent Power of its Truth and Righteouſneſs. 
It chiefly conſiſts in the equitable Diſtribution 
of Royal Favours and Rewards, as Juſtice does 
in that of Puniſhments. Perſons of equal Parts 
and Merit ought, by good Reaſon, to have e- 
qual Preferments, or Poſts of Honour, Dignity 


and Truft, if poſſible, either in Church or 


State; according to their reſpectiveQualifications. 
There need be no great Diſparity of Grants, 
Gifts and Graces beſtow'd frem Above, but 
only to the more worthy Patriots, and the 
more orthodox Divines. Thoſe that are equal- 
ly peccant, on the other Hand, and alike un- 
deſerving Treſpaſſers in Politicks, ſhould, by 
Righr, have the ſame hard Fate, or meet with 
the ſame merciful Treatment. A Peer of the 
Realm, God bleſs him! deſerves no more Fa- 
your from his injur'd Prince, than a poor il- 
literate Peaſant ; ingag'd in the ſame Treache- 
ry, Conſpiracy or Treaſon: notwithſtanding 
his Nobility. In the ingenious Juvenal's Judg- 
ment | | 
— — — tanto conſpectius in ſe 
Crimen habet; quanto major, qui peccat, habetur. 
The greater the Perſon is, offending 3 the 
greater is the Crime of the Offender. How- 
ever, to ſhcw Mercy is the true Character of a 
Chriſtian Hero, and the very Criterion of a 
ood Governour. Nothing can conduce more 
to the political Welfare of his Realms, or more 
perpetuate the peaceable Duration - of his Reign. 
He will always have Reaſon to triumph in 
the faithful Hearts and Affections of his lo- 
ving Subjects; fit ſure upon the Throne of his 
mer- 
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merciful Anceſtors ; and bid Defiance to all 
Foreign Pretenders, Invaders or Uſurpers of his 
Crown, as well as Domeſtick Depoſers or Diſtur- 
bers of hisRight. He will be ſafe ſtill in the ge- 
neral Voice of his unanimous People, both with 

divine and humane Acclamations of Joy. 
BUT as a Sovereign Prince may reſtrain 
his Clemency too much on the one Hand; 
ſo he may extend it too far on the other, to 
his own Diſadvantage. To hang-up all or ſave 
all, whether Murderers, Rebels or Traytors, 
would be the moſt dangerous Extremes of a 
diſcommendable Cruelty in that ReſpeR, and 
a ridiculous Indolence in this: So that true 
Mercy muſt conſiſt in a due Medium, and 
diſcreet Management between thoſe Two fatal 
Rocks of Imprudence, Rigour and Remiſneſs; 
upon which Royal Majeſty it ſelf has more 
than once been ſplit to Pieces, and Monarchy 
caſt away in the Shipwrack of State. Accor- 
ding to the Wiſdom and Conduct of Kings in 
older Times: Things go beſt, when the trueſt 
Merit takes Place; Things are beſt manag'd, 
when the trueſt Juſtice is adminiſter'd ; Things 
are in the beſt Condition, when the trueſt 
Mercy is practis'd; the faireſt Judgment exe- 
cuted, and the greateſt Right recover'd, reſto- 
red and re-inſtated, either in Law or in Equi- 
ty. A King may be too merciful, as well as 
vamerciful, upon popular Inſurrections or re- 
bellious Doings. Acts of Grace from Time 
to Time may be adviſeable and prudent z but 
not to make immutable Decrees of Indemaity 
for ever, or vaſt Conceſſions of Oblivion to 
all Poſterity : after a dreadful, deſtructive, 
bloody Civil War. Such a good-natur'd con- 
deſcending Prince would have no Marcy. 
im- 
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himſelf, by cramping his Power, or giving a- 
way his Prerogative, and parting with his 
own Security. It would be nothing but in- 
dangering his Crown again, to gratify ſome 
artificial Stateſmen's politick Deſigns of an 
aſpiring Ambition, either to ennoble their own 
Perſons at Court, or aggrandize their Fortunes 
by an Affectation of Honour and Popularity. 
It would only be diſcouraging his faithful 
Friends, to countenance his Enemies; and ruin- 
ing ſome loyal ſuffering Families, to confirm 
the Plunderers in the full Poſleſſion and Injoy- 
ment of their unjuſt Acquiſitions. 

ON the other Hand again; as it would be 
look'd upon to be a ſtrange Kind of unmer- 
ciſul Partiality, or at leaſt the falſeſt Perverſi- 
on of Juſtice, for a King to puniſh his Friends 
and ſpare his Foes, to execute thoſe and pre- 
ſerve theſe : ſo it would be reckon'd the moſt 
barbarous Piece of inhumane Cruelty, to cut- 
off all for the Fault of one rebellious Ring- 
leader. Take off the Heads of the mighty 
Authors, and the petty Traytors will quickly 
dwindle of Courſe into nothing; ſaeak Home 
peaceably, or skulk Abroad for Fear of im- 
partial Deſtruction without Mercy. What, 
and if the Jack Dams are ſometimes raſhly got 
among the Rooks, ingag'd through Inadverten- 
cy perhaps, or ignorantly drawn-in by ſome 
ſpecious Pretences of Religion and Law; or 
that damnable Doctrine of doing Evil that Good 
may come on't, by a dlabolical Poſition : *Tis a 
Pity however, they ſhould all go to Pot to- 
gether, by the utmoſt Rigour of Juſtice. A 
wiſe Prince will caſily ſeparate the one from 
the other, diſcern the Innocent from the Guilty- 
Nocent, diſtinguiſh the grand Offenders from 

the 
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the little Ones; and in his great Mercy only 
puniſh their Principals, to make them repent 
of their Plotting : but juſtly pardon all the 
reſt of the rebellions Rabble, as a. mobbiſh 
Crew of poor deluded Creatures, and Objects 
of his Royal Clemency. I 

IN fine, any young Prince or King, not 
yet in Poſſeſſion of his Crown, through ten- 
der Age, Trouble or Misfoitune, would do 
well to make this his Royal Leſſon or Looking- 
Glaſs. The Scripture cannot be diſaffected to 
his Government. Let him read over the XIV 
Chap. of Proverbs; which ſets forth the whole 
Summary of his beſt Juvenile Iuſtruction, from 
the Beginning to the End of his Duty. Let 
him peruſe the XIV of Job; For there is Hope 
of 4 Tree, if it be cut down, that it will ſprout 
again, and that the tender Branch thereof wall not 
ceaſe. Though the Root thereof wax Old in the 
Earth, and the Stock thereof die in the Ground : 
Yet through the Scent of Water it will bud, and 
bring forth Boughs like a Plant; Ver. 7, 8, 9. 
Let him learn the XL Pſalm; Be pleaſed, O Lord; 
to deliver me: O Lord, make haſte to help me. 
Let them be aſhamed and confounded together, 
that ſeek after my Soul to deſtroy it: let them 
be driven backward and put to ſhame ſuddenly 
that wiſh me Evil. Let them be deſolate for 4 
Reward of their Shame, that ſay unto me, Aha, 
Aba! Let all thoſe that ſeek thee, rejoyce and 
be glad in thee : let ſuch as love thy Salvation, 
ſay continually, the Lerd be magnifyd. But I am 
poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me : 
Thou art my Help and Deliverer, make no long 
tarrying, O my God ! Ver. 13, 14, 15, 18, 17. 
Let him fee the curſed Character of the wick- 


ed Hypocrite and Oppreſſor in Job 27, to the 
I 2 End 
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End of the Chapter; when Men ſhall clap their 


Hands at him, and ſhall hiſs him out of his Place. 
Let him be well acquainted with the XLV 
Pſalm; Gird thy Sword upon thy Thigh, &c. 
In thy Majeſty ride proſperouſly, becauſe of Truth, 
and Meekneſs; and Righteouſneſs: and thy right 
Hand ſhall teach thee terrible Things. Thine Ar- 
rows are ſharp in the Heart of the King's Ene- 
mies, whereby the People fall under thee. Thy 
Throne, O God, is for ever and ever : the Sceptre 
of thy Kingdom is a right Sceptre Thou loveſt 
Riohteouſneſs, and hateſt Wickedneſs: Therefore 
God, even thy God, hath anointcd thee with the 
Oyl of Gladneſs above thy Fellows; Ver. 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7. Let him often revolve, at laſt, for the 
Reward of all his Labour and Affliction, the 
XXII Chap. of Proverbs ; and remember Ver. 4. 
That, By Humility and the Fear of the Lord, 
are Riches, and Honeur, and Life. Theſe are 
Lectures worthy of a King, worthy of Majeſty 
in the greateſt Miſery! By this Means, young 
Solomon's Troubles, like his Father David's, how 
innumerable ſoever, wil] only inflame his Pray- 
er the more for the Converſion of his Ene— 
mics. He will hold his Integrity the faſter 
by his Misfortunes, and grow ſtronger in De- 
votion and Obedience, which is the beſt Sacri- 
fice, by his Calamities, He will redouble his 
Fervency, Vigour and Confidence in God, by 
his undeſcrv'd Diſtreſſes This, this will direct 
his Way to Heaven for Protection, it he ſhould 
have no other Country left to live in upon 
Earth! Neither Law, Juſtice, nor Conſcience 
can deny this Truth; that, A divine Sentence 
4 in the Lips of the King : his Mouth tranſpreſ- 
ſeth not in Judgment, Prov. xvi. 10. However, 
his Foſterxy will aſſureuly never periſh, or 
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be extint among all future Generations: ex- 
cept ſuch as thoſe Four wicked Ones in Prov. 
Chap. XXX. now reigning and lording it over 
the World. | 


VERSE IX. 


OPEN thy Mouth, judge righteouſly, and 
plead the Cauſe of the Poor and iNeeaj. 


PARAPHR AS E. 


— 7:15 if the gracious hearted Queen had 
21 expreſs'd her ſelf to this tender Ef- 
| fect of her Affection. Well, Son 
Salomon]! Open your Mouth wide 
with rizhteous judgment. Declare 
your Mind freely in Matters of Juſtice. You 
muſt ſpeak for the Pcor and Needy upon all 
Occaſions of Oppreſſion or Injuſtice done -them 
at Law, and either in a private or a publick 
Capacity, You muſt not only pity them, but 
plead likewiſe for their Relief, and the Reco- 
very of their Right. It will be the greateſt 
Honour of your Life for you to juſtity their 
Cauſe, or preſerve their Lives; who are not 
in a, Condition to cope with a more potegt 
Ad verſary; being indigent, friendleſs, aud un- 
able to defend themſelves againſt the powerful 
Inſults and Injuries of their imperions Ene— 
mies. For, as Might often overcomes he juſteſt 
Right, according to the common Proverb, ſa 
you cught, in good Conſcicnce as well as Ge- 

| 13 nerolity, 
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neroſity, to ſee Right done to thoſe that ſuf- 
fer Wrong; even to the uttermoſt of your 
Power, Privilege or Supremacy. There's an 
Obligation incumbent upon you from the Law 
of Nature and right Reaſon; to rectify all 
falſe Judgments, to reverſe any unjuſt Sen- 
tences, and to take Care that the Poor and 
Needy may have the moſt impartial Juſtice 
done them, upon their laſt Appeal to your 
Majeſty, in their ſad Diſtreſſes or helpleſs 
Grievances. Do not think it below your Dig- 
nity, to look upon ſuch wrong'd Indigents with 
Compaſſion ;' but grant them a favourable Eye 
and a mercitul Ear, from your Authority, to 
their juſt Complaints. Take my Advice, I 
earneſtly beſeech you, and follow the Ezam- 
Jle of your righteous Father. Hearken to that 
oyal P/almiſf's Counſel! Make it your con- 
ſtant Buſineſs to hely the Fatherleſs and Poor 
unto their Rioht that the Man of the Earth 
may be no more exalted againſt them, in Triumph 
and Exultation. Govern your ſelf according 
to the Golden Rule of doing to others, as you 
would be done by in your own Perſon; as 
if it was your own Caſe, either under Afflicti- 
on and Exile, or any other grievous Calamity, 
inſtead of Baniſhment, and being betray'd out 
of your Native Country into Foreign Parts 
of the World. This is the Way to act the 
King, as well as to live like a Philoſopher, or a 
true Lover of Peace aud Juſtice in (earneſt : 
not a mock-Prince, or a falſe Protector of the 
Poor. Upon this Conſideration, 'when you 
bave done pleading their Cauſe effectually, and 
clear d- up the 'Righteouineſs of it from all 
Clouds of Prejudice, Perplexity or Obſtrnction; 
be not afraid to give ſpeedy judgment for 
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the Relief, either of the Complainants, or De- 
fendants at Variance, on which Side ſoever the 
Right happens to be fairly adjudged between 
the contending Parties: and pronounce the Sen- 
tence in Favour of the 1njur'd, as the Laws ſhall 
require, with the greateſt Diſpatch as well as 
Boldneſs. Be not over-perſwaded by evil Coun- 
ſellors to ſuffer any Delays in Law, or Procra- 
ſtinations of doing Juſtice. Let the Cauſe of the 
Righteous hang no longer upon the Tenters ; 
but command the Buſineſs to be brought to 
the ſpeedieſt Iſſue poſſible, without any farther 
Suſpence or pecuniary Put-Offs. Admit of no 
tedious Prevarications, mercenary Corruptions 
or partial Perverſions in the Proceedings on 
either Side of the Diſpute: that the Pooreſt, 
the Needieſt, and the meereſt Beggars may 
not be oppreſs'd, either by actually doing them 
Injuſtice on the one Hand, or by deferring 
to do them Right out of Hand on the other; 
as to their lawful Claims, Demands and Pre- 
tentions. But let them always have the moſt 
favourable Hearing under the Umbrage of 
your Majeſty's Countenance, Patronage or Com- 
miſeration. They will be well pleas'd at your 
auguſt Preſence, and over-joy'd in your Roya 
Protection. | 


REMARKS 


EHOLD this beautiful Anaphora, and 
B preſſing Repetition of opening a King's 
Mouth in Vindication of ſuch honeſt, neceſſi- 
tous or oppreſſed People: how majeſtically it 
couches under it a greater Charge ſtill upen 
National Magiſtrates, of acting conſcientiouſly 
in their Cauſe, and. judging righteouſly ove 
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the Rich and the Poor in any Caſe depend- 
ing, upon private Quarrels, as well as publick 
Conteutions, either at common Law or jn 
Equity! The Doctrine here advanc'd, will be 
both of vaſt Advantage to a King, and of 
very great Service to his People, For being 
well-practis'd, it will certainly ingratiate the 
one into their ſincereſt Favour, Fidelity, Ad- 
miration, Obedience and Submiſſion; as well 
as ſurely felicitate the other with his moſt 
willing Affections, ingaging Condeſcentions, and 
obliging good Works of Mercy, or of Juſtice 
and Judgment. Both may be happy beyond 
Diſpute; if the civil Miniſters of State, or 
eccleſiaſtical Adviſers in Church-Matters, do 
but faithfully diſcharge their Duties of Integri- 
ty, Diſcretion and Prudence about their Prince; 
like true Peace- Makers, Politicians or Patriots. 
But, and if it ever happens otherwiſe, in any 
Re ſpect of Male- Adminiſtration : take away 
the evil Counſellors, and the King ſhall live, as 
the holy Scripture ſays; live to glory in the Love 
of his beloved Subjets; to conquer all his 
Eenemies by the Power of their good Will, 
or the Strength of their Arms, as voluntary 
as valiant; and to triumph at lalt in the ha- 
mane Bleſſings of divine Providence upon his 
ſucceſsful Reign. If it is poſſible to ſuppoſe. 
there ſhould be in the World any ſuch wicked 
Miſcreants, ſuch barbarous Favourites, ſuch cruel 
Traytors at the Helm of any Government in a 
Chriſtian Country; as to adviſe their eaſie 
Sovereigns, either to a National Oppreſſion, 
by any ſudden Maſſacre, Murder and Executi- 
on ia cold Blood; or to a palpable Subverſion 
of the fundamental Laws, both of God and 
Man, in ſoppreſling the very Voice of humane 
| Nature 
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Nature it ſelf, condemning their unheard- of 
Villanies: Why, then let them ſuffer in their 
own Perſons, Lives and Eſtates; either for de- 
ſtroying thoſe poor Wretches, or inſtead of 
thoſe they deſign'd to deſtroy ; let them un- 
dergo the uſual Fate of digging of Pits for o- 
ther harmleſs People, the juſteſt Puniſhment that 
can be inflicted, in the moſt natural Poet's 
Opinion . nec Lex eſt juſtior ulla, 

uam necis Artifices arte perire ſua. 
There can be no juſter Law in the Univerſe, 
than for Aſſaſſinators to periſh by their own 
Attempts, or for Perſecutors to be puniſh'd by 
their own Projections. 

HOWEVER yet, a good Miniſter of State 
or Church, mild, merciful and juſt; fincere 
in his Duty, honeſt in his Office, and faith- 
ful to his Truſt : will be ever eſteem'd not only 
a true loyal Patriot, but likewiſe a worthy 
Privy-Counſellor, as well as a noble Preſerver 
of his native Country. He will never magnity 
his natural-born Prince with any ſiniſter De- 
ſign of ſticking a Feather in his Cap, only to 
have it the ſooner pluckt out again, or taken off 
his Head with the Crown; nor flatter him, to 
leſſen his Perſon, to diminiſh his Glory, or to 
depoſe his regal Power; nor put him upon 
any dangerous Affairs of trying Maſteries with 
a diſoblig'd and diſſatisfy'd People; or of 
ſtretching his Prerogative by Acts of Partiali- 
ty, Tyranny and Arbitrary Power. His better 
Counſels and wiſer Perſuaſions, in Honour as 
well as Conſcience, will always tend to the 
Security of his lawful Lord and rightful Ma- 
ſter, as well as to the Satisfaction, Proſperi- 
ty or Preſer vation of his Country men and 
Fellow-Creatures- But without any farther 

Di- 
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Digreſſion, or Deſcant upon theſe political Ni- 
ceties and tender Points of Juſtice; Matters 
mych above our Sphere or _—_ I ho 
I may have Allowance yet to be thus for 
an unbiaſsd Obſervator, with a pardonable 
Indifferency, viz. That 

I. INJUSTICE and Cruelty, in general, 
are ſworn Brothers in Iniquity; Twins born 
about the fame Time, or not long after one 
another's \Birth, to do Miſchief. Thar is the 
Exceſs; and this, the Defe&t of the nobleſt of 
National Virtues. As to the Firft, thoſe Go- 
vernours are unjuſt that puniſh no Offence; 
as to the Second, thoſe are cruel that pardon 
none. Clemency abus'd, is as bad as too much 
Severity. They both hurt more than they 
heal. Take away the Draſs from the Silver, 
and the Metal is fine: remove the falſe, fro- 
ward, evil Counſellor from the King's Preſence, 
and he is juſt; his Throne ſhall be eftabliſh'd 
in Juſtice. A Judge too ſevere, ſeems to car- 
ry a Gibbet already erected in his own Coun- 
tenance, hy his Paſſion and Cruelty. Too lit- 
tle or too much Rigour are immoral Extremes, 
equally Vicious. Things proſper moſt, when a 
Sovereign neither bears the Sword in vain, on 
the one Hand; nor ſuffers it to offer Violence, 
on the other, in Blood and Murder. Never- 
theleſs, God has ſet-up a Judgment-Seat in 
every Man's own Breaſt, whereby to know 
whether he acts juſtly or unjuſtly in his pecu- 
liar Station: ſo that by the Light of natural 
Reaſon, or the common Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, all People muſt be forc'd to confeſs 
themſelves more or , leſs culpable for their 
wicked Deeds, before the judicial Throne of 


this Deity. There can be no palliating our 
cor- 
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corrupt Dealings, gloſſing-over our injurious 
Offences, nor glorying in our moſt proſperous 
Iniquities, againſt the cleareſt Evidence, Con- 
viction and Condemnation of a betraying Con- 
ſcience. 

INJUSTICE then, in particular, is an un- 
fruitful, ungrateful and unſociable Vice. It 
brings forth nothing but what is worthy of 
Woe; attended with the moſt lamentable 
Trouble and Confuſion of Mind, in the Re- 
membrance of our unjuſt Actions. Heat of 
Paſſion, Thirſt of Blood, and Fury of Revenge, 
are its Concomitants. Shame, Sorrow, Dau- 
ger, Diſtruſt and Terror are its Followers. 
There is no Excuſe for its Maliciouſneſs and 
Self- Diſturbance; no Apology to be made for 
it among all the Philoſophers. There is nothing 
either profitable, praiſe-worthy or delectable 
in it; nothing neceſſary, but Perturbation of 
Thought and a ſevere After- Reckoning. Where 
is the Abſolution, or Complacency of Soul, 
when Conſcience accuſes us of the Sin? 
Which Way can we eſcape this diligent Watch; 
unleſs we could run away from our ſelves, to 
avoid the Puniſhment ? Cicero ſays, It is more 
unnatural and intolerable, to ſee one Man increaſe 
his ll-gotten Riches, or accumulate his Wealth 
the Ruin, Robbing and Deſpoiling of another; 
than either Death, Poverty, Grief, Impriſonment, 
or Loſs of all Subſtance and Subſiſtence in the 
World: For no Treaſure can be ſo pretious ; 
no Poſſeſſion ſo valuable as this ſociable Vir- 
tue. Every one ought to have his Due, and 
his own given, as well as Ceſar. The Tranſ 
greſſion of this divine Rule, in Reſpect of God, 
is the groſſeſt Impiety; in Regard of Man, 
the baſeſt Denial of their Rights, Laws and 
54 % . | Pri- 
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Privileges; the moſt ſcandalous Deſtruction of 
all Duties, either of Honour and Honeſty, Li- 
berty and Property, or Peace and good Neigh- 
bourhood. Plato calls it a Corruption of the Soul, 
and a civil Sedition; which ſets a Man at Vari- 
ance with himſelf as well as others, like an in- 
teſtine War. What would become of the poor 
People, if this unjuſt Sword was drawn in a 
Nation, and the Scabbard thrown away out 
of the Hand of tyrannical Princes; if Cruelty 
was authoriz'd by their own Practice as well 
as Power; and the Flood-Gate of all Miſery 
open'd, by the unruly Licenſe of any Dra- 
gooning Officers in Commiſſion ? They, like 
conquer'd Slaves, might wallow in Blood, and 
fink or ſwim in the Deluge. Towns, Cities, 
Empires, Kingdoms and Monarchies, would 
all lie a-bleeding; and hardly eſcape, either 
a total Submerſion, in the Lake, or a final 
Diſſolution of humane Society, and Subverſion 
of their flouriſhing Conſtitutions in Being. lau- 
juſtice, to be brief, is the Deſtroyer of the 
Good, and the Guardian of the Bad; aa evil 
Angel ſ-nt among us crying for Vengeance! 
All violent Doings or damnable Vices, roo 
many to mention here particularly, acknow- 
ledge their Riſe to this troubled, muddy and 
mercileſs over-flowing Source of publick Ca- 
1amity. But Perjury is the Capital of them all; 
the moſt compleat and comprehenſive Villany. 
Like the Trojan Horſe, it carries an Army 
of treacherous Rebels, Traytors and Aſſaſſi- 
nators in its Belly: It fallifies both with God 
and Man, to the great Horror as well as De- 
teitation of all good Faith; and often puts 
a whole Family or a Kingdom at once into 
Mourning. But the valiant Pericles got 1 
i 


Parapbras'd. 126 


tal Glory, more by his Fidelity to his dear 


Athenians, than by his military Exploits; and 
thought it the greateſt Conqueſt of his Life, 
that his Country-men never had any Cauſe to 
lament under his juſt Conduct, or mourn in 
black Gowns ; till after his Death, at his deſer- 
ving Funeral. Plutarch obſerves, that a com- 
mon Treſpaſſer in this Point, is his own 
Priſoner upon the Fact committed, his own 
Tormenter, his own Judge, his own Condemner, 
and his own Executioner Himſelf. Self Conſci- 
ouſneſs, if ſincere, needs no other Witneſles, nor 
Jury, nor Carnifex. 

AN ambitious, wicked, unjuſt Man, either 
covetous or cruel, cannot long feaſt away his 
Conſcience and ſolace it with Drinking, Ga- 
ming or Paſtime into Oblivion; but muſt trem- 


ble at laſt, faſting at the Table of Plenty and 


Pleaſure, like flatter'd Damocles, under the na- 
ked Sword hanging over his Head by a ſingle 
Horſe-Hair. Bur, and if this harden'd Sinner 
can rejoyce yet, it is all forc'd Meat and feign- 
ed Mirth, to hide his Remorſe : well-diſſem- 
bled only in Imitation of thoſe condemned 
Priſoners in the Dead Warrant ; that ſometimes 
play at Cards or Dice with Halters about 
their Necks, as it were in State, before they 
be ſtrangled. His Puniſhment indeed may 
be longer a coming perhaps; but it is inevi- 
table, without a hearty Penitence and a ſuffici- 
ent Reſtitution : the ſlower, the heavier it will 
fall at Jaſt; let it be never ſo lame. God's 
Revenge againſt Murder is not to be ſtinted to 
a Point of Time; but it will certainly purſve 
and overtake the guilty Fautors, as well as 
cruel Accomplices of it; as ſure as Horace ever 
liv'd or writ an Ode. However, in the mean 

while, 
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while, the Refuſal of doing Juſtice to injur'd 
People, is a dangerous Piece of Injuſt ice among 
ſovereign Princes themſelves, and has been fa- 
tal to their ſnort- liv'd Reigus. How often has 
it prov'd the Death or Undoing of the negli- 
gent Refuſers? Philip the Firſt, King of Ma- 
cedon, was {lain for it by Pauſanias, a mean 
Perſon; upon his Remiſneſs in revenging the 
Wrong done him by Antipater. Demetrius was 
abdicated and driven out of the Kingdom with- 
out a Battle, by a Revolt of his Army to 
Pyrrhus; for rejecting the Requeſts of his Sol- 
diers, and throwing the Supplications of his 
Subjects into a River. Henry of Sweden was 
depos'd by the Nobility, and the Government 
given to his younger Brother ; tor ſtabbing a 
Gentleman that was asking him for Juſtice : 
upon which he lived and dy'd a Priſoner, or 
an exiFd Prince, without any Reſtoration that 
] ever yet heard or read of in Hiſtory. How 
jaſtly theſe Revolutions were effectually obtained, 
God only knows the Truth. There have been 
later Barbarities of this Nature in Europe. But 
what Need of any more Inſtances, which would 
over-ſwell the Bulk of this Volume ? 

CRUELTY, on the other Side, more 
particularly, is a brutal Vice ; notoriouſly abo- 
minable among Savages, and extremely odious 
to humane Nature. No People like ſuch. ſoure 
Sawces of Government, as Severity. Engliſh 
Stomachs always had an Averfion againſt them. 
They love Fuſtice and Mercy well mingled, 
without Gall and Vinegar. Clemency is the 
trueft Glory of a crown'd Head; the chiefeſt 
Ornament of a Diadem; the ſureſt Preſervati- 
on of a Monarchy. As the wiſe Maa fays, 


Prov. XX. Ver. 28. Mercy and Truth preſerve 
| | _ 
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the King : and his Throne is upho lden by Mercy. 
Obſerve V. Torquatus the Conſul's over-great 
Cryelty, in cutting-off his own Son's Head, 
for fighting, valiantly out of his Rank; alrho* 
he came-off with Victory over his Enemy. 
Conſider alſo Aufidiuss over- much Severity, in 
ſlaying his own Son, with a barbarous Sarcaſm 
in his Mouth, of unwiſhing his Generation and' 
Nativity, for taking Part with Catiline, the 
Roman Conſpirator; but whether he defign'd 
more than Julius Ceſar did effect, and ac- 
compliſn'd by reſtoring the original Form of 
Government again to his native Country, 
let the Learned judge. Remark likewiſe Piſs 
the Proconſul's crueller Fact than either of the 
Former, beyond Controverſy, in condemning a 
poor Soldier to die for killing his Comrade, 
without full Proof: For at the very Inſtant 
of Execution, the Fellow- Soldier came back 
again alive; whereupon the Captain, in Ho- 
nour, reſpited the Matter, and acquainted the 
Pro with it. But Piſo was fo inrag'd, that he 

them all Three to Death, with the moſt 
inhumane Barbarity, as well as Abuſe of his 
Authority and Power in Martial Diſcipline. 
Such murdering Cruelties deface the very Image 
of Humanity ; caſt the blackeſt Blemiſhes upon 
the Face of National Virtue ; and wonld change 
our Seats of Juſtice and Mercy and Judgment, 
into Butchers-Shambles or Slaughter- Houſes. Hear 
the divine Alarum then of the inſpir'd Propher, 
Jer. XXII. Ver. 3, 4, 5- Thus ſaith the Lord, 
execute ye Judgement and Righteouſneſs, and deli- 
ver the ſpoiled out of the Hand of the Oppreſſor : 
and do no Wrong, do no Violence to the Stranger, 
the Fatherleſs nor the Widow; neither ſhed in- 
nocent Blood in this Place. For if ye do thy 
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Thing indeed, then ſhall there enter-in by the 
Gates of this Houſe, Kings ſitting upon the Throne 
of David — . But if ye will not hear theſe Words, 
J ſwear by my Self, ſaith the Lord, that this 
Houſe ſhall become a Deſolation , and be laid as 
waſt as a Wilderneſs, as it follows in the 
Context. Let us therefore hearken to theſe. 
judicial Threats, and our own temporal De- 
liverances from any future Uſurpation, Capti- 
vity or Deſtruction !. Inclemency, in a Word, 
by the Rule of Contraries, in Compariſon of 
Royal Mercy or Compaſſion; is the moſt grie- 
vous, unnatural, and unſociable of all National 
Vices by Example. No Vice is more exempli- 
fy'd, either in ſacred or prophane Hiſtory. No 
Sin but Rebellion was ever more exemplarily 
puniſh'd by divine Vengeance. As to this Point, 
concerning the Denunciations of God's Wrath 
againſt the unrighteous and unmerciful Go— 
vernours of the Earth ; there are Two excellent 
Chapters in the Holy Bible, Iſa. XIV, and Ezek. 
XXI, too long to inſert here: which I would 
recommend, as well- worth any ſerious Reader's 
Peruſal at Leiſure, upon this melancholy Pro- 
ſpect of Affairs. 

II. EA SINE SS of Acceſs will always be 
accounted one of the moſt glorious Characters, 
either of a great or a good King. It ſets- off 
all his Royal Virtues a-fluttering in the Eyes 
of the Beholder, upon the Approach of an 
humble Addreſs. It ſurprizes the admiring 
Supplicant with a condeſcending Humility, and 
eanobles his Attendance by a willing Recepti- 
on. It makes him familiar with his People, 
and his People faithful to his Majeſty 1n their 
Submiſſion. How gloriouſly Noble, and admira- 
bly Amiable muſt Affability and Courteſy ap- 


pear 
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pear in a Prince; which immediately leads his 
loving Subjects into an obliging Captivity, by 
graciouſly hearing their Complaints of Injury, 
or Requeſts of Favour! Upon ſuch great Gra- 
ces or pcrſonal Civilities granted, their abſo- 
lute Obedience and Loyalty becomes à Debt, 
as well as a Duty; and the King is only their 
Creditor by his Royal Bounty, Condeſcenſion 
or Compaſſion. It has already render'd ſome 
crown'd Heads in Foreign Countries Famous 
during their Lives, and ſtill brightens-up their 
immortal Memories with more Luſtre in Chro- 
nicle. When the meaneſt Subject can have 
immediate Acceſs to his gracions Soveretgn, and 
the Honour of being readily admitted, not 
only to deliver his owa Addrefſes in Perſon; 
bur alſo to receive an Anſwer from the Month 
of the King himſelf, by a wonderful Humilia- 
tion: What an inexpreſſible Satisfadion of 
Mind muſt it needs be to the poor Petitfoner? 
He will be ſure then to hear what he has to 
truſt to, more than all the fair Complements, 
ſpeedy Promiſes, and dilatory Performances of 
Court Favourites. He can be no longer kept 
in Suſpence, for Want of knowing his Supreme's 
final Reſolution; which muſt be deem'd ſome 
ſort of Happineſs, though it prove perhaps to 
his Diſadvantage: even by being put out cf 
Pain, and diſpatch'd from any farther Troubles, 
Fatignes, or Uneaſineſſes of a long Attendance 
in the lingring Expectation, and Dependance 
in Hope of ſome preſent Preferment or Relief. 
Happen as it will, ſuppoſe the worſt, the ex- 
pedi.ious Reſult will make him ſome Amends 
for his Diſappointment. 
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BUT a wiſe Prince, that will not take 
Things upon Truſt only, by Reports or Re- 
commendations at ſecond Hand; neither fee 
with other Men's Eyes, nor hear with their 
Ears: has nothing more at Heart than to pro- 
vide for the due Execution of Juſtice, and to 
prevent Judgment from being perverted by 
Covetouſneſs, Corruption, Bribery, Prejudice, or 
Reſpe& of Perſons. He will gladly both hear 
and ſee himſelf, as his prudent Forefathers 
us'd to do, upon conſidering the Complaints 
of the Poor and Afflicted; in Order either to re- 
dreſs their juſt Grievances, and relieve their 
real Wants, or otherwiſe to rectify their Mi- 
ſtakes in the moſt amicable Manner of Affe- 
ction and Peace, with the greateſt Expedition. 
He will always be humbly looking into his 
own Breaſt, upon the Repreſentation of civil 
Affairs; and well knows the ſatisfactory Vir- 
tue of that moral Caution in the Poet of a — 
ne te quæſiveris extra: He is not to ſeek for 
himſelf among others, nor to act by the Mul- 


titude of other Perſon's Examples, Counſels 


or Informations. Whereupon he chiefly conſi- 
ders his own Honour and Conſcience, as well 
as Authority; and conſults the publick Good 
of his People, in general, more than the par- 


ticular Views, or the private Intereſt of his 


Courtiers. If any diſtreſſed Object, either of 
Fuſtice or Mercy, happens to come in his Way, 


he will not overlook the Poor or negle& the 


Needy ; but countenance the Canſe of the Com- 
Plainant with the moſt agreeable Facility, as 
well as examine the Matter ſtrictly with the 


juſteſt Mildneſs, that Right may be reſtor'd a- 


sein, and Truth adjudg'd againſt the moſt 
- Mighty, 
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Mighty, or incroaching Oppreſſor of the Land, 
by a final Determination. - 

III. ACCORDING to the King's humble, 
courteous and merciful Conde ſcenſion of hear- 
ing the Petitions of the Poor himſelf, inferi- 
our Magiſtrates or Officers will be induc'd to 
comport themſelves with greater Candour and 
better Conduct. They will proceed with the 
utmoſt Submiſſion, Kindnefs or Civility by his 
good Example; and think themſelves oblig'd 
to be much more eaſy of Acceſs than their 
compaſſionate Sovereign or impartial Prince : 
from whom they ſolely derive their Authori- 
ty, and the Honour of being imploy'd in their 
ſeveral important Poſts, either in Courts, Coun- 
cils or Parliaments. Their Deportment will 
be all of a Piece with his; juſt, tender, affable, 
equal, and judicious : directed as from Above 
by his ſuperiour Wiſdom; not to flight or 
diſcountenance any Man's Cauſe with a ſuper- 
cilious Behaviour of Contempt, becauſe of his 
Poverty. I ſhall ſay nothing here of Cambyſes's 
compell'd Judges. We have no Occaſion for 
ſuch Severities. Our juſter Judges abhor all 
diſhonourable Corruptions and Bribery. They 
will do true Juſtice ſpontaneouſly, and volun- 
tarily give impartial judgment; without be- 
ing forc'd to {it upon ſuch uneaſy Cuſhions as 
the Skins of fome of their corrupt Predeceſ- 
fors. After that great Example given of 
the King's Clemency and Patronage, their own 
innate Goodneſs and Generoſity, without *any 
farther Influences from the Throne, will be a 
ſufficient Motive of it ſelf, to do a poor Fellow 
or his Family Juſtice ; out of pure Compaſſion 
for his helpleſs Condition, and a righteous Re- 
gard for his mean Circumſtances. They will 
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neither ſuffer him to be brow- beaten in his 
Evidence, nor wronged of his Right. Beſides, 
it is an indiſpenſahle Duty injoyn'd them both 
by the Counſel of Solomon, and the Command 


of our Saviour, to aſſiſt ſuch an oppreſſed Suf- 
ferer with their heſt Advice, Judgment and 


Redreſs; if they either affect the glorious Cha- 
racter of the Former, or the gracious Bleſſing 
of the Latter, by their judicial Tranſactions. 


. BUT the generous Lawyer, and the juſt 


Advocate, are of all Mankind the moſt oblig'd 
to plead a Pauper's Cauſe, for the Honour of 
their Profeſſion, either at civil or common Law. 
1 do not ſpeak as a Director, either of their 
Knowledge or Duty. They will take the greater 
Care of his Buſineſs, upon the Account of his 
Neceſſity, or Inahility to right himfelf in the 
Courts of Judicature. They will maintain his 
Claim, ſuppoſing, him to have a manifeſt Right 
on his Side, the more heartily ; with the ut- 
molt Diligence, Fidelity and Powers of Elo- 
quence, to gain his Point: even becauſe he is 
forc'd to be admitted to ſue for it in that 
Form, through meer Want of Money. In fine, 
they will moſt ſtrenuouſly exert their beſt Fa- 
culties of Per ſuaſion; produce the moſt cogent 
or convincing Arguments of Reaſon; and leave 
no Stone unturn'd, no Law-Books unrevolv'd, 
no Pleadings unalledg'd or unargu'd, to reſtore 
him to his own again, and put him in Poſleſ- 
ſiom of his uſurp'd Eſtate. Is it poſſible to 
believe, there can be ſo egregious a Prevart- 
cator in. Religion, or ſo. uncharitable a Practi- 
cer of the Law; who would utterly reject the 
righteous Cauſe of an indigent Perſon, deſtitute 
of Friends, for Want of more Money than 
his All, to bring it to a fair Tryat? No; the 
| ; gene- 
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generous Patron will not only always freely 
undertake, but alſo frankly accompliſh the At- 
fair without any Love of Lucre, Fee or Re- 
ward: and never ſuffer his Client to be non- 
ſuited or caſt in Court; through Negligence, 
Corrvption, and Contempt of his Poverty un- 
der Oppreſſion. The Greek Poet adviſes abun- 
dantly better than to abandon the Poor —— 
wit 6278s mile: afflit him not; let no Man be 
judged unrighteouſly, if thou canſt help it by 
the Power of thy Pleading or Fair Dealing. The 
Recovery of his Right, in the Event of an 
Action manag'd with ſo much Honour and 
Honeſty, Pruderce and Pity, Reputation and 
good Faith, will prove a ſufficlent Recompence 
of thy Virtue at the Foot of the Account; 
and thy Charity ſhall aſſured ly be upon everlaſt- 
ing Record in the higheſt Court of Heaven. 


POVERTY, however after all, as I take 


it in ſome Senſe, has nothing in it fo con- 
temptible, as the Vulgar often falſely imagine 
by vain Colours. Contentedneſs is the only 
true Paradiſe of Pleaſure and Satisfaction, un- 
der the Safety of an honeſt Conſcience. The 
pooreſt Sufferers may live to find more Friends, 
either Above or Below, by various Viciſſitudes; 
and perhaps meet with a Fluſh of good For- 
tune all at once to better their Condition. 
There may happen to be no great Diſtance 
between Ex pectancy, Prayer and Fruition. pre- 
ſeat Injoyments are often fickle, and fleeting, 
and fugitive in the very Purſuit or Poſſeſſion 
of them. It rain'd Manua from Heaven, and 
Quails fell from the Air to be Focd for the 
diſtreſſed Iſraelites. 1 heir providential Relief 
came out of the Clouds; and God, who go- 
yerns the World, would not let them want 
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at laſt, to ſhew his miraculous Power, either 
for their Fidelity, Patience or Perſeverance. 
Ard how much more then ought we. convert- 
ed Gentiles, to put our whole Truſt and Con- 
fidence in him for our future Succour, Pre- 
ſervation and Deliverance out of the Wilder- 
neſs of Afi'@ions, without any Murmuring or 
Diſcontentment: who is alſo our God; the 
ſureſt Hope, the never-failing Help, and the 
preſenteſt Health of our Countenance, as well 
as our bleſſed Redeemer, according to King 
David's ſacred Soliloquy, with his Soul under 
Diſquietude in the Pſalms, XLII. Ver. 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, 11. and elſcwhere IX. Ver. 18. For 
the Needy ſhall not always be forgotten: the 
Expectation of the Afflicted ſhall not periſh for 
e Ter. | 

THE pooreſt, miſerable, moneyleſs Perſon, may 
be rich in Gratitude. Gratitude is the greateſt 
Gift, Grace and Virtue of a thankful Soul. It 
raviſhes all his Thoughts, Words and Actions 
for the Good of his Benefactor; and for his 
Honour, either living or dead. It inriches his 
Heart with Praiſes and Prayers for the Pro- 
ſperity of his Protector. It fills his Breaſt 
with Tranſports of Joy, and Treaſures of Thankſ- 
giving for his Maker. It raiſes Monuments in 
his grateful Mind, to the immortal Memory 
of his Preſerver. It contributes the moſt glo- 
rions Materials poſſible, to the everlaſting Me- 
morial of his Reliever's valuable Life. In 
ſhorr, Gratitude ſnould never be deſpis'd, how 
mean ſoever in a juſt Acknowledgment of the 
Obligation; nor go away unaccepted or unre- 
warded by good Right. The pooreſt indigent 
Scholars allo may, for any Thing I know to 
che contrary, ſooneſt find the Philoſopher's Stove, 
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either in Point of Riches, Knowledge, or 
Wiſdom ; either in a moral Senſe, or ſome 
natural Productions and artful Operations, 
without making a Jeſt on't : as ſome Writers 
have done in their ignorant Miſrepreſentations of 
Alchymy, or the Adepts in Chymiſtry. *Tis not 
ſo ridiculous a Study among wiſer Heads. 
However that be, we muſt needs own, Neceſſi- 
ty Is the Mother of Wit and Invention. The 
niceſt Curioſities of Art have been found-out 
by its Power. The brighteſt Performances owe 
their Original to ingenious Poverty. The ra- 
reſt Mechanical Works, Machines, Schemes, Pro- 
jections and Experiments declare its Efficacy. 
When a virtuous Man is put to his Trumps, 
Nature it ſelf is an Aſs to him in Compari- 
ſon for acquir'd Parts; for witty Shifts and 
Contrivances; for Artifice, Excogitation and 
Ingenuity. Poverty may be religious too, as 
well as Moral or Phyſical; but ſo much by 
the By, for the Benefit of its induſtrious Cul- 

tivaters. | 
RICHES, Ambition and Avarice, without 
doubt, are the violenteſt Corrupters of this 
Virtue, and the moſt notorious Obſtructers of 
doing Juſtice in a Nation. Avarice of all Sins, 
is the moſt unaccountable; and yet very com- 
mon, next to univerſal. There's a ſtrong Tin- 
cture of it in moſt Men, to get Money. But 
it is moſt of all ridiculous, when it cheats it 
ſelf of the Bleſſing, and robs it ſelf of the Benefit 
of what it has got in the greateſt Abundance, 
The covetous Man is the arranteſt Heautontimo- 
rumenos in Nature, as Terence calls him, or a ſelf- 
tormenting Monſter of Iniquity : and well may it 
be expected then, he ſhould wrong, plague or 
torment the Reſt of Mankird, He defrauds his 
K 4 OWA 
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own Genius; and well may it be thought, he 
will much more oppreſs others, hy griping 
Extortion or cruel Injuſtice. He leads the Lite 
of Tantalus in Hell, up to the Chin in Water, 
with Apples bobbing about his Mouth, and 
has not the Power, either to ſatisfy his Hun- 
ger, or to quench his Thirſt, Juſt ſo does 
the miſerable Miſer ſuffer upon Earth; up to 
the Ears among his Bags, with Guineas in gla- 
ring Heaps before his Eyes, and cannot find 
in his Heart to touch a Peny of it to relieve 
his Wants; for fear of falling into Poverty, 
Decay or Neceſlity, even amidſt his Gold and 
Silver. The Leech is not more inſatiable in 
ſucking ſuperfluous Blood, than he is deſirous 
of ſtill getting more and more uſeleſs Money: 
till they both burſt, as it were, or die in a 
Stink; one for the Grave, and the other for 
the Dunghil. In fine, Covetouſneſs may not 
only be compar'd to the Root, but the whole 
Tree of all Evil; overſhadow ing, cverſpread- 
ing and oppreſſing a great Part of the ſuffer- 
ißg Earth, by the Malignancy of its Branches; 
producing nothing but the Fruits of Fraud, 
Perjury and Pyracy; Treaſon and Diſcord; 
Robbery and Rebellion; Pride, Haughtineſs and 
Cruelty ; Civil Wars, Publick Tumults, Fo- 
reign Broils, Domeſtick Treacheries, and Cor- 
ruptions even in the very Seats of Judgment, 
Juſtice or Mercy. It can never juſtify its own, 
and much leſs will it ever plead the Cauſe 
of the Poor and Needy. 

And thus, in fine, I have finiſh'd the King's 
Character in the Proverbs; who being indu'd 
with all the foregoing Graces, Virtues and Ac- 
£ompliſhments, internal as well as external, 
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acquired as well as natural: becomes in a Fact 

a Second Solomon, without a Complement, in 

the E,ye of the whole admiring World; or 
at leaſt, the Delight of Chriſtendom ! 


—— 


: | VERSE R. 


N I HO can find a virtuous Woman? For 
her Price is far above Rubies, 


PARAPHRASE. 


ELL then, my Son Lemuel! af- 
ter wiſhing you the Bleſſing of 
all thoſe noble Virtues abovementi- 
on'd, I would heartily recommend 
agocd Wife to your ſerious Choice; 
whenever you are really in Love, 
and find your ſelf maturely inclin'd to marry, 
or reſolv'd to change your ſingle Condition 
in good Earneſt for a Better. But then you 
muſt be very careful upon whom you fix your 
Royal Affections, and cautious with whom you 
chuſe to lead your whole Life; to make it 
unalterably pleaſant, peaceable, prudent, ho- 
nourable and happy, in a continual Scene of 
flowing Satisfations, multiplying Pleaſures, 
and accumulative Joys. She ought not only 
to be a good natur d, loving, induſtrious Wo- 
man; but alſo pious, patient and humble; a 
Princeſs of the beſt Education and Accompliſh- 
ments, as well as Birth, Blood or Extraction, 
She ſhould likewiſe be a fruitful Mother of 
Meas X a Chilz 
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Children; tender, indulgent and affectionate tos 
wards them, as well as her Husband ; indu'd 
with the moſt excellent Principles of Know- 
ledge, how to command her ſelf in Publick, 
as well as govern her Family in Private with 
Diſcretion, Courteſy and Wiſdom. She ſhould, 
in fine, be inrich'd wich all thoſe virtuous In- 
dowments of Mind, and commendable Qualities 
of Judgment, which will render her far more 
valuable than the Riches of Ophir or the 
Indies; ſurpaſſing the moſt precious Adorn- 
ments of outward Attire, or external Lu- 
ſtre; with which fine Ladies love to appear 
in Pomp at Court: where her Virtues ſtill 
make a more ſplendid Shew, and ſhine- out 
even in the Dark, or diſperſe the Clonds by 
her brighter Preſence. But alas! Conſider yet, 
ſuch a Woman as I would wiſh you to have 
for a Wife; to make her a glorious Queen, 
or to crown her with Majeſty : is very rare, 
and ſcarce to be found within a large Circum- 
| ference of the inquiſitive World. She is like 
a Wonder, that does not often appear in a 
particular Hemiſphere. When ſuch a bla- 
zing Star happens in a Kingdom, it is fill'd 
with gazing and Admiration. National Love 
will follow the Train of this good-foreboding 
Comet with univerſal Acclamations of the joy- 
ful Beholders. Your Royal! Marriage with her 
will always be deem'd fortunate, faithful and 
felicitating; or eſteem'd as Prolifick of preſent 
Peace, as of future Princes, Plenty and Proſpe- 

- But who can meet with that wonderful 
Lady of Glory, who ſolely values her ſelf up- 
on her Virtue ; and eſteems the acquir'd Gra- 


ces of the Mind, far more than the natural 
Fineneſs of Shape, Voice, Wit, Beauty, or wy | 
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other reſplendent Qualifications of the Body ? 
Who is virtuous for Virtue's own Sake? Who 
ſtill ſtands ſteadfaſt againſt the Shock of the 
moſt threat'ning Compulſions, as well as the 
Tryal of the moſt deluding Temptations ? 
Who keeps her Integrity, untainted ; her Faith, 
unprophan'd; her Marriage-Vow, inviolable : 
and defies the Devil in the moſt ugly or 
Angelick, the moſt charming or frightful Ap- 
pearance? This is ſhe, whoſe intrinſick Value 
certainly ſome Monarchs and Noblemen both 
are ſo happy as to know to be inexpreſſible : 
whoſe Worth is ineſtimable, far above the 
imaginary Excellencies cf rich Pearls, or preci- 
ons Stones ; ſparkling Diamonds, or lovely Ru- 
bies. Theſe are lifeleſs Things, and worthleſs 
Bawbles in Compariſon of her Glories. Who 
can ſet a Price upon her Virtues : whoſe Heart 
is entirely God's, celeſtially ſpeaking ; and ters 
reſtrially her Spouſe's? This 1s ſhe, that is 
the moſt unvaluable, as well as devout, ami- 
able, admirable Creature upon Earth; next to 
the Angels themſelves in Heaven: the moſt 
affable, obedient and indearing of Wives to 
her lawful Husband in all Reſpects of Duty, 
divine or humane: the moſt worthy of eyes 
ry Thing this World can afford, either of 
Honours or Dignities; Crowns, Thrones or 
Scepters; and the greateſt Bleſſings. the other 
can beſtow, except a miraculous Tranſlation 
without Death into the higheſt Manſions of 
Bliſs. But I forbear to paraphraſe her Merit 
any farther; for fear of leſſening her Chara. 
er, by ſeeming induſtrious to magnify it a+ 
hore Meaſure. 
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R E MAR Ks. 


T. HIE RO A, as I find him quoted, with 
other learned Authors, take this Verſe and 
the reſt of the Chapter to be written in the 
Manner of a Poem, compoſed of a ſort of 
Fambick Numbers; every one of them begin- 
ning with a new Letter of the Hebrew Alpba- 
bet in their Order: as I have obſerv'd in print- 
ing them here, for the better Satisfaction of 
the Reader. The Ancients reckon'd this Po— 
etical Way of Writing, an Elegancy of Com- 
poſure ; and the beſt Method of helping the 
Memory, as well as facilitating the Work, or 
making it the moſt agreeable to the Hearers : 
as we find a Vein of Poetry, without any 
Doubt, run through ſeveral of the Pſalms, and 
other Parts of Holy Scripture, in a very edify- 
ing, harmonious and pathetick Manner. In the 
New Teſtament alſo, as well as the Old, we ſee 
ſome Poetick Snatches made uſe of from the 
Greek Tongue; as that of Kenms dei Ye, xard 
Svela, jaciges dgyd1, in St. Paul's Epiſtle to 75- 
tus Chap. I. Ver. 12. recited from Epimenides, 
the moral Philoſopher-as well as Poet: and that 
of #35 g 9 ichs, in the Aci, Chap. XVII. 
Ver. 28. quoted out of Aratus and other old 
Poets. However, it is not material to enquire, 
whether Queen Bathſheba her ſelf made theſe 

erſes, or procur'd ſome eminent Poet to ex- 
preſs her Senſe after this ingenious Modula- 
tion.  Hretius indeed imagins, that the Words 
of King Lemyel's Mother concluded with the 
Ninth Verſe, and ſuppoſes all the reſt to be a 
different Compoſition of ſome other inſpir'd 
Perſen ; if not Solomon himſelf to be the Poet, 


Wha 


5 | 
Paraphras'd. 141 

who writ in that delightful Strain. But Dr. 
Patrick thinks them rather to be all of a Piece 
and of the ſame Authority from the Begin- 
ning to the End: That is to ſay, a Copy of 
Verſes deliver'd to Lemuel by his Mother, whe- 
ther ſhe compos'd them or not by her own 
Ingenuity, in Commendation of an excellent Wo- 
man for his Wife. And why might not ſhe 
be a pathetick Poeteſs; or ſo reputed at leaſt, 
as well as Deborah and Hannah? Be that 
Controverſy as it will, it does not fruſtrate 
my Proceeding. But as It is the greateſt Care 
and Concern of Parents to ſee their Children; 
or their Son and Heir eſpecially, well-marry'd 
in this rambling World, and wiſely ſettled in 
a conjugal State of Life ; fo ſhe gives him in 
the Remainder of this Chapter, not only her 
beſt Advice to attache himfelf to the Love 
of Virtue, but alſo a glorious Deſcription and 
Character of ſuch a virtuons Woman, as would 
make him happy for ever in lawful Medlock: 
A Woman of Strength, Valour, Courage, 
Riches and Virtue, as the Hebrew' Text expreſs- 
Ty imports; ſuch an One as fears God, ho- 
nours the King, loves Truth, hates Covetouſ- 
neſs, and eſchews all evil Ways or wicked 
Inclinations ; ſhe that is faithful to the Truſt 
of her Husband for the Sake of God, and a- 
fraid of nothing but offending God for the 
Sake of her Husband; a Wife that is indu'd 
with ſo great a Power of good Will and Con- 
ſtancy of Mind in doing well; who dares be 
courageous in the worſt of Times, by follow- 
ing her dear Sponſe's Fortune through Fire 
and Water, and greater Difficulties, as well as 
Pious and Perſeverant in this degenerate, per- 
fidions, diſcouraging Age of Vice: even when 
; Virtue 


142 Lemuef / Leſſon 
Virtue her ſelf ſeems to be upon the declining 
Hand, when Religion lays her drooping Head on 
the loſing Side, and when Piety is contemn'd, 
laugh'd at, and almoſt abus'd out of the World 
by ridiculous Rakes, proſperous Buffoons, and 
triumphing Libertines. But ſurely thoſe ex- 
cellent Graces can never be forbid any Court, 
or baniſh'd any Kingdom for ever among true 
Chriſtian Princes. And if Aſtræa has left the 
Earth, as the Poet complains; why then it is 
High Time, and well worth our while, to 
recall her back again as ſoon as poſſible, by 
our heartieſt Petitions to Heaven, if we ex- 
pect either Juſtice or Mercy any more at her 
Hands in the Land of the Living. Well then? 
this ſacred Canticle of Love, as it may be 
called, fairly couches under it the great con- 
jugal Duties of a marry'd Life ; contains the 
whole Alpha and Omega of a good Wife in 
the following Verſes; and ſets forth the true 
Character of a virtuous Woman, ſingle or other- 
wiſe, to the laſt Degree of Happineſs, as well 
as to the End of the Chapter which I ſhall 
briefly deſcant upon, with ſome remarkable Re- 
flections, under theſe Two illuſtrious Heads 
inſuing, of Virtue and Marriage. 

I. VIRTUE, in general, is the true Tran- 
quillity of the Soul, void of all Perturbations 
and Diſquietudes of the Mind. Tis the moſt 
permanent of Bleſſings; and a Benefit never 
ſubject to Death: but of immortal Memory, 
lives even in the Grave, and flouriſhes after 
a Funeral. The Stoicks wiſely thought, that 
there was no Good but Virtue; nor Evil, but 
Vice: that the virtuous Man only could be 
free and happy, even though he were in Chains, 


in a Dungeon, or in Pl;alaris's Bull; and that 
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the vicious Perſon only was a Slave or an un- 
happy Bond-man, although he had the Riches 
of Cræſus, the Empire of Cyrus, and the Glory 
of Alexander in Poſſeſſion. For Greatneſs, with- 
out Contentment, is nothing but an Aggravation 
of Miſery, a glittering Burden, and finks under 
its own Weight. What ſignifies Beauty, Ho- 
nour or Power, without Patience and Wiſdom ? 
They are only ſplendid Fooleries and the gau- 
dy Trappings of Unhappineſs. Virtue then, 
according to the Philoſophers, is a Diſpoſition 
and Power of the reaſonable Part of the Soul, 
which reduces the unreaſonable Part into good 
Order, due Decency, and right Government ;, by 
cauſing it to propound a convenient End to its 
own diſorderly Aﬀettions and Paſſions : whereby 
the Soul continues in a juſt Decorum, and 4 
comely Habit of executing that which ought to 
be done according to Reaſon. But to define it 
more briefly: Virtue is a Proportion and Op- 
rightneſs of Life in all Points agreeable to Rea- 
ſor which may properly be diſtinguiſh'd into 
contemplative and moral Virtue, conſiſting in 
Speculation and Practice. That may juſtly be 
call'd Religion; which, as Socrates ſays, is the 
greateſt Virtue; and muſt needs he fo, to 
ſave the Soul by its Piety towards God : and 
this, Prudence; to regulate humane Life, pre- 
ſerve it from running foul upon Two Rocks, 
and ſteering it ſafe (as it were) through Scylla 
and Charybdis, by keeping our Minds in an exact 
Mediocrity between too much and too little, 
the Exceſs and Defect of moral Duties. Withe 
out the Study and Practice of either of theſe 
Virtues, divine or humane, we can have no 
Comfort, no Repoſe, no Satisfaction in the 
ſociable Life: but having that excellent Gift 
of both, we can want nothing elſe but Per- 
| 8 | fection, 
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| feftion,” or the great Conſummation of Bliſs. 
Religious Virtue draws vs inſenſibly towards out 
Jaft Home, towards Heaven. God himfelt is 
above all Things, Omnipreſent and Inviſible. A- 
mong the Senlibles, we ſee Light; and among 
the Perfections of the Mind, we meet with 
Virtue. God is the Light and Virtue of all 
Beings. Light is the Virtue of the Univerſe, 
and the Image of God. Virtue is the Light 
of the Mind, by which we become the Chile 
dren of our Creator. Without Purity of Mind, 
there will be no attaining of this Happineſs. 
*Fis this Virtue that perfects a Man; repairs 
all his Decays, recovers his Failings, rectifies 
his Faults, and fills him with pious Sentiments 
of Delight. It ſpiritualizes his fleſhly Nature, 
and refines his Clay. *Tis the beſt Rule of 
Life, inlightens the Earth, and illuminates the 
Blind. It abandons Temporals, and dwells up- 
on Eternals. The conſtant Practice of it eaſi- 
ly brings us to a Habit of all Excellencies. 
It ſuffers no Vice to creep into our Boſoms; 
but prevents all lavaſions, and ſuppreſſes all 
Inſurfections: till our Paſſions are intirely ſub- 
du'd to Reaſon, and made ſabſervient to Re- 
ligion. Virtue is the Sun of the little World; 
a good Conſcience is its Circumference, and 
Happineſs its Centre. There is nothing ſets 
up à righteous Throne, or a juſt Tribunal in 
the Soul of a Prince, but Virtue. It renders 
him illuſtrious in this Life, and glorious after 
Death. It makes him ſhine brighter in the 
Clouds, and inlightens his Par kneſs at the 
fartheſt Diſtance. It brightens the whole Sphere 
whercin he moves, and darts its Rays through 
all his Afflictions ard Misfortunes with greater 
Luſtre. Tis true, 4 Man may receive great 
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Honours from his Prince; but Virtue is the 
only true Nobility. The other 1s nothing but 
borrow'd Grandeur, and appearing gallant in 
the King's Livery: which is none of his own, 
and may be taken from him upon Occafion, 
like the fine Feathers of the Fowl in the 
Fable. But he can never be depriv'd of his 
Virtue, unleſs with his Life. *Tis that makes 
him truly noble and honourable, without the 
Help of Heraldry. That procures him the 
moſt laſting Veneration, living; and eterni- 
zes his Memory, when dead, without any ful- 
ſome Apotheoſis, or pompous Epitaph. Virtue 
never dies. Socrates will ſtill remain immortal 
in this Senſe. Happy Socrates! Happy Zeno! 
Happy Philoſophers! with your unalterable Vir- 
tnes of Integrity, Patience and Reſignation in 
the worſt of Times; under the moſt affiting 
Circumſtances of Life and Death, never dit- 
may'd, never diſcompos'd : in Croſſes, chearful ; 
in Troubles, victorious; in Loſſes, triumphant ! 
Juſt ſo appears the wiſe King's Conrage, Con- 
ſtancy and Conſolation eſtabliſhed by Philoſophy; 
never unmann'd under the worſt of Fortunes, 
inſuperably glorious in his Conduct. His Ad- 
verſity is only an Addition to his Virtue. His 
Diſappointments do but exerciſe his Prudence, 
and croſs Adventures augment his Fortitude. 
Felicity, as an ingenious Author ſays, does 
not lie in the Veins of the Earth, where we dig 
or Gold; nor in the Bottom of the Sea, where 
we fiſh for Pearl; but in a pure and virtuous 
Mind. The Heart of 4 virtuous Perſon is a Pa- 
ra liſe, into which the Serpent never enters; but 
Feceives 4 ſudden Repulſe. In Navigation, we 
ought to be guided by the Pilot, in the Courſe 
of Life, by the cr Otherwiſe, we 1 
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be ſo far from being able to reſiſt the Force 
of ill Examples, which break-in upon us in 
vaſt Numbers, with a Kind of Authority and 
Credit; that we ſhall be apt to herd with 
the Multitude, or run over to the ſtronger 
Side : for moſt Men either live by Imitation, 
or are catch'd by mimicking, mocking or doing 
of Miſchief. Vicious Companions will always 
be aping one another; and playing of Tricks 
with their Betters, like Monkeys, coſt what it 
will in the Event. 

AS to the virtuous Woman in the Text, 
Happy is the Man that finds her! Happy is 
the King that marries her ! But the Queſtion 
is, Who can find her? Who can be ſo happy? 
It ſeems by this ſacred Quære, that it will be 
a very hard Matter to ſearch out ſuch a Pa- 
ragon of invincible Virtue, as well as almoſt 
invinſible Beauty, or to meet with ſuch a con- 
ſummate Model of Perfection. There's no 
Doubt but virtuous Women are very ſcarce 
in this degenerate Age, of growing worſe and 
worſe every Day; when ſo many of both 
Sexes are agreed, and both alike guilty, or e- 
qually prone to Vice. But the Rarity of the 
jewel makes it the more valuable ſtill, when 
it is once obtain d. And without any Queſtion, 
there are not a few ſuch unblemiſh'd Ladies 
to be found in the World. However, he muſt 
almoſt be as wiſe as Selomon, that can di- 
ſtinguiſh the Virtuous from the Vicious, among 
the faireſt Hypocrites, in the Search. It will 
he a difficult Thing to diſcover her now-a- 
days, either by Aſpect, Converſe or Character, 
at this Time of Diſſimulation and Counter- 
feit. It would require almoſt an Age of Ex- 
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her Recommendation under that Mask. There 
is no knowing of Thought or Inclination ; 
but by Over-Acts of Virtue, manifeſt or 
of Chaſtity, and conſtant Practices of a mode 
Continency. How many raſh People have mar- 
ry'd in Haſte, and repented at Leiſure? Some 
have miſtaken their Market by it, as well as 
their Choice. However, a Woman indu'd with 
impregnable Virtue, captivates all Mankind 
with her Charms; not excepting the greateſt 
Kings, Princes, Noblemen or Conquerors, and 
generally makes them either a Sort of Idola- 
ters, Votaries or Admirers of her Glory. They 
do not only admire, but are often ready to adore 
her excellent Qualities, and ſuperlative Endow- 
ments of Mind. She always boldly van- 
quiſhes, and diſarms the moſt vicious Hero of 
the Sword, by the powerful Efforts of her 
Goodneſs and Innocence. No Stratagems, how 
artful or deſperate ſoever, can prevail againſt her 
virtuous Fortifications, nor diveſt her of her 
inſuperable Honour. Her Virtue and her Life 
go together, and Death it ſelf cannot terrify 
her into any diſhonourable Capitulation, Com- 
pliance, or Surrender. She will yield to no- 
thing ; no inveigling Intrigues, or alluring Pro- 
miſes, but lawful Matrimony or ſolemn Wedlock : 
and it is his unſpeakable Happineſs, who ever 
marries ſo rich a Fortune, ſo rare a Jewel, fo 
great a Glory. She muſt needs be deem'd 
worth her Weight in Gold, every Day told 
over, to conſummate the immenſe Treaſure of 
her indearing Spouſe. She is far above any 
imaginary Value. Her real Price excels all 
the Rubies and Wealth of the World. Her 
Virtue muſt be wonderfully magaetick alſo in 
the higheſt Degree; much above the Loadſtone 
L 2 tor 
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for the Attraction of Love: ſo that to com- 
pare this living One to that dead Lump of 
Earth, would only leſſen her Character, ſully 
her Beauty, and turn the Hyperbole the wrong 
Way, to a Diminution of her Glory. But how- 
ever, what happy Man ſoever ſteers his Courſe 
of Life by this ſteady and unerring Compaſs, 
always ſafely pointing to the fortunate Iſlands 
or the richeſt Indies, will never be in any Danger 
of Shipwrack by Sea, nor of Ruine by 
Land. In fine, this is the Lady, that inriches 
the very Clothes and the Jewels ſhe wears ; 
and brightens all the Hemiſphere about her, 
like the dazling Sun in its full Meridian. Her 
internal Beauties ſhine through her Apparel, 
be it never ſo plain, fine or furbelo'd ; and 
illuſtrate the external Ornaments or Decencies 
of her modeſt Dreſs to Admiration. In a 
Word, this rare, virtuous and uncommon Wo— 
man, whether Queen, Princeſs or Peaſant, ought 
to be the Darling of all People, and the De- 
light of Mankind, as well as the ſoy of their 
inamour'd Hearts, and the Love of their ra- 
viſh'd Souls for her excellent Example, in 
ſetting ſuch a noble Pattern of Piety to her 
oblig'd Sex. So precious a Lady, that ſhe al- 
moſt ſilences her preſent Panegyriſt; and re- 

uires a ſublimer Pen! 

LO then a faint Deſcription only of her 
illoſtrious Excellencies, both Religious and Mo- 
ral! She is not only a perfect Moraliſt, but 
alſo a good Chriſtian in all Reſpects. She 
baffles and abandons all brutal Luſts, carnal 
Appetites, and irregular Paſſions, upon their firſt 
Riſing or Approach. She quaſhes the very 
Thought of Baſeneſs; ſmothers it in the Temp- 
tation, and ſtands ia Awe of nothing but wu 
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ſelf and the all-knowing Searcher of her 
Heart. She knows no Extreams, and commits 
no Extravagancies in Word or Deed. She 
has not her Religion to chooſe, like ſome 
other thoughtleſs Ladies. The Bible, the Prayers 
book, the Whele Duty of Aan, and the Lady's 
Calling, are her daily Companions. Her Faith 
is great; her Hope is well-grounded ; and her 
Charity univerſal : So that I can neither in- 
tirely confine her to the Church of England, 
nor abſolutely exclude her from it. Her con- 
ſtant Practice of Piety towards God, is devout- 
ly perform'd without any foppiſh Superſtitions 
on the one Hand, or ſlovenly Indecencies on 
the other. She is no Schiſmat ick, N 
nor Fanatick in her Heart. She can never be 
ſaid to be a Singulariſt or a Diſſenter, but in 
Reſpect cf Vice. She loves her Saviour's Coat 
ſhould be ſeamleſs, and not made-up of.patch'd 
Work. She's as great an Enemy to the Part- 
ing, as to the caſting Lots for his ſacred Gar- 
ment, She hates all Diviſions and Differences 
in Religion, only for the ſake of Superiority 
or local Intereſt ; Profit or Honour; Revenue, 
Dignity, or the Spirit of Contradiction. She 
puts all Atheiſm, Hereſy, or Schiſm, to the Bluſh, 
as well as Impiety out of Countenance, by the 
Orthodoxy of her Principles. She defies the Li- 
bertine, the Arian, the Socinian, the Deiſt and 
the Devil, in any Diſpute or Deſign ot Delu- 
ſion. She abominates, as well as deſpiſes, the 
fly fallacious Arguments, and ſubtle Quirks of 
our Proteſtant Diſſenters in all Controverſies of 
good Faith or Doctrine, calculated only for 
ſome canting Deception. She diſſents from no- 
thing but Viciouſneſs and vile Deſigns. In ſhort, 
ſhe winds up all controverſial Divinity into 
L Pra- 
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practical Holineſs. Her Soul daily aſpires, and 
foars up to Heaven with divine Raptures, ele- 
vated Devotion, and ſeraphick Love. But, after 
all, we muſt not reſtrain this religious Character 
only to our own Country-Women, For, without 
doubt, there are Outlandiſh Virtues as well as 
Native; and Foreign Beauties too as well as 
Domeſtick, whoſe Hearts are entirely Engliſh. 
As to her glorious Morals in the next 
Place. Her Prudence appears at the Head of 
all her Actions. She always acts habitually, 
according to the Roles of right Reaſon, in 
diſtinguiſhing with the greateſt Nicety between 
Good and Evil in general; and ſhe never heſi- 
tates with any Doubts of making her Election 
ſure, both commendable and advantageous as 
to Particulars: By this Means wearing all 
the reſt of the moral Virtues about her Neck, 
as it were, in a Chain. Her Fortitude does 
not ſo much conſiſt in the Strength of her 
Body, as the Intrepidity of her Mind, without 
any diſcommendable Fearfulneſs on this Side, 
or extravagant Fool- Hardineſs on that : not 
a Suicide, nor a Dueller, and yet no Coward ; 
Maſculine only in Courage under any unrea- 
ſonable Confinement, to eſcape from her Keep- 
ers. Her Temperance appears glorious in 
moderating her Deſires, without too much in- 
dulging her carnal Appetite in Delicacies, or 
fantaſtically denying her Senſes; without any 
groſs Exceſs of Intemperance, or Defe& of 
Stupidity in refuſing the neceſlary Pleaſures, or 
Satisfactions of eating and drinking to ſup- 

rt Nature. Her Liberality and Magnificence 
are remarkable for obſerving a due Decorum, 
and a laudable Mediocrity in defiring, giving or 
receiving of Money: Tyat Virtue, ſhe plainly 
a ſhows 
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ſhews by not being too prodigal or profuſe 
of her Gifts and Favours in one ReſpeR, and 
not too illiberal, coverous or tenacious of her 
Generoſities in another, where real Merit ap- 
pears, and they are highly deſerv'd at her bounti- 
ful Hands: This, ſhe as manifeſtly diſcovers by 
keeping an exact Medium in her greateſt Ex- 
pences; not magnificent for the Sake of O- 
ſtentation to laviſh away her Riches, but for 
Honeſty's Sake, in the prudent Management 
of her kind Diſtributions Abroad, or her own 
Charges and Disburſements at Home, equal 
to her Fortune and Abilities; without exceſ- 
ſive Luxury on that Hand, or a defective Sor- 
didneſs of Soul on this. Her Magnanimity 
and Modeſty, are likwiſe as conſpicuous and 
ſhining Virtues in the unprejudic'd Eye of the 
World : That, whereby ſhe wiſely governs 
her Deſire and Affectation of great Honours in 
Publick, without any Pride and Arrogance in 
the Exceſs, or ſneaking Puſillanimity and De- 
jection of Spirit in the Defect; for ſhe's no 
Blabber of Secrets, no Admirer of Fanfarons 
or ſwaggering in fine Clothes, no Bearer of 
Malice for Injuries done, no Self-Commender 
or Auto-encomiaſt, no hypocritical Diſſembler, 
no back-biting Calumniator, and no Danger- 
Hunter, engaging her ſelf in every trifling Quar- 
rel; 'tis below the Greatneſs of her Soul! 
This, whereby ſhe behaves with that deferving 
Moderation in the Courting of ſmall Honours, as 
humbly to deſire only thoſe Dignities or Titles, 
which are juſtly due to Virtue and Merit, fic 
to make her a Queen by Marriage; without 
too high an Ambition, or too low a Dejecti- 
on of Mind on either Hand, in Regard of her 
Humility. Her Meekneſ, of Mind alſo, we ſee 
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2lorioufly diſplay'd by preſerving a wiſe Me- 
diocrity in being angry and in taking Revenge: 
Her Anger never proceeds to the violent Height 
of Fury, Madneſs or Murder; neither is ſhe re- 
vengeful upon private Piques and Reſentments of 
an Injury, beyond the neceſſary Bounds of diſ- 
 creetly vindicating her Honour and Virtue in 
a publick Manner, to make her an cquivalent 
Satisfaction, or to do her ſelf Juſtice for the 
Indignity. You ſhall never perceive her paſſi- 
onately tranſported with too much Wrath, In- 
dignation or Violence, on that Side, beyond 
Diſcretion ; nor puſillanimouſly deficient or de- 
jected, on this, with too great an Indolence, 
Irreſolution, Apathy, Lenitude or Mildneſs of 
Temper, below her Dignity : For ſhe wiſely 
knows when and where, and for what to be 
angry, upon Occaſion, without perverſely ſin- 
ning in her Paſſion. Her Veracity, Courteſy, 
and Civility again are ſo evidently familiar, 
ſo eminently engaging, ſuch reſplendent Vir- 
tues in her daily Converſation; that he muſt 
wink at the Sun at Noon-Day, who does not 
fee them brighten the whole Sex in her Com- 
any with uncommon Splendour, as well as 
additional Inſtruction and Beauty. By the Firſt, 
ſhe always ſpeaks the Truth from her Soul; 
expreſſing the real Sentiments of her Mind, as 
ingeniouſſy as frankly, from the Bottom of her 
Heart; and ſimply profeſſing the ſame Sinceri- 
ty, not only in her Words, but in her very 
Geſtures, perſonal Addreſſes and external Ha- 
bits. She abhors all Lying and Equivocation, 
as well as mental Reſervation, either to impoſe 
upon Others, or to preſerve her own Credit; 
and ſhe makes uſe of no Diſſimulation, Hypo- 
criſy or Counterteit, to gain any popular Ap- 
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plauſe for herſelf peculiarly, or to gratify 
other People, by concealing their Faults, and 
ſoothing them up in their Sins. By the Second, 
ſhe ſnews a due Decorum of Moderation and 
Modeſty of Life, in affording Pleaſure as well 
as Profit to others, by a moſt lovely Behavi- 
our in her courteous Looks, inſtructive Words, 
and generous Actions: neither indulging her 
ſelf in too great a Study or induſtrious an 
Humour of pleaſing her Companions with Va- 
nities and Vain-Glories, nor letting her Con- 
verſation drop into downright Moroſeneſs, or 
Peeviſhneſs of Temper, to diſoblige them, a- 
gainſt the known Rules of Courteſy and good 
Manners. By the Third, her Urbanity and 
Affability appear moſt charmingly fine, either 
in receiving Strangers, or entertaining her 
Friends,as well as upon keeping a juſt Medium in 
publick Sports and Private Jeſts ; Games, Pa- 
ſtimes or Diverſions. She will be facetious 
and witty ſtill, without Scurrility or ſcolding to 
Exceſs; and civil, without Ruſticity, Clown- 
Iſhneſs or Ill-Breeding in good Company, to 
an Imperfe&ion. She can take the innocent 
Liberties of playing upon her Inſtruments of 
Muſick, in ſinging the Song of Solomon, or di- 
verting her ſelf at Cards, Tables, &c. with her 

happy Husband at Home; and not be guilty 
of the Licentiouſneſs of gadding Abroad to 
. hear immoral Plays acted, of going to looſe 
Balls, or of frequenting lewd Maſquerades. Her 
particular Juſtice, in the laſt Place, ſhines forth 
with the moſt exemplary Brightneſs and ra- 
diant Influences upon all Mankind: for ſhe 
has not only a conſtant good Will, and a per- 
petual Inclination of giving and reſtoring to 
every Man, what is his own of Right or 
; | „ com- 
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common Reaſon, with Reſpet to Debts or 
Demands, Rewards or Puniſhments, both pri- 
vate and publick; but alſo puts it in full 
Practice and immediate Execution, to the great- 
eſt Advantage of a general Good in all Caſes, 
without too much Delay, Rigour or Lenity, 
upon any Account. But chiefly, to give Cæſar 
his Due; that is ingraven upon her Heart. 
Hence we ſee her diſtributive Juſtice manag'd 
with the higheſt Prudence and Equity, ac- 
cording to the Rules of right Reaſon, in Con- 
ſideration of People's reſpective Merits and 
Demerits; without the leaſt Tyranny, Spite- 
fulneſs, Arbitrary Power, Reſpect of Perſons, 
or partial Regard to Royal Prejudices. Her 
commutative Fuſtice alſo, which conſiſts in the 
right Management of Bargains and Contracts 
and Commerce, we ſhall likewiſe find her re- 
markably exact, even to the Standard of the 
Royal Exchange it ſelf, in fair Dealing. She 
will have nothing to do; no Dealing at all 
with avaricions and griping Uſurers ; no Med- 
dling with thoſe that are given to change ; 
no trafficking with Taly- Men, Pawn- Brokers or 
Exchangers of Government, as well as Money : 
not to name the moſt notorious Extortioners 
of the Town, or South-Sea-Cheats, Bites and 
Bubbles of celebrated Infamy. They are all 
proſcrib'd out of Aſftrea's Books, and have no 
Benefit of her Laws. Inſomuch, that upon the 
whole Matter, ſhe may be juſtly call'd Virtue 
it felf in Abſtract, or the exact Epitomy of 
it; who makes- up, in her own Perſon, the moſt 
conſummate Lady of all her Sex, as well as 
the moſt accompliſh'd Miſtreſs of Religion and 
Morality, ſcarce to be found in this vicious 
Age. What King then, what Emperor would 
| - ſcruple 


— 
„9 


1 — ton eo Wu rus AREA Ie ay 244 Soto ear we > - 
_ 
wo 


Parapbrasd. 155 


ſcruple to marry ſuch a virtuous Woman; to 
indow her with Crowns, Kingdoms and Em- 
pires; or to make her Miſtreſs of the Uni- 
verſe, was it in his Power ? 

II. MARRIAGE i, honourable in all, ſays 
the Holy Scripture, and the Bed undefil d; Heb. 
XIII. 4. Soon after Man was created, God 
gave him a Woman, a Help-Meer, for a faith- 
ful Companion to ſolace him in his ſolitary 
Life; to increaſe and multiply Mankind, as 
well as other Creatures; and to propagate our 
humane Race: ſo that Marriage was the Or- 
dinance of God, and originally of divine In- 
ſtitution among Kationals from Adam; and if 
his Wife Eve did not prove ſo faithful or 
fruitful, but otherwiſe, it is no Argument a- 

ainſt the ſacred Appointment. It is true, 

Fen them we are all original Sinners, if not 
Sufferers too, by the Fall of our firſt Parents; 
but that does not vacate the holy InjunRion 
of Wedlock, let it be for the Better or the 
Worſe, We muſt take our Chance by the 
Choice of a Wife. The Curſe was not upon 
Matrimony it ſelf, but the Offenders. There's 
no Doubt, but that he who findeth a wirtuous 
Wife, findeth a good Thing, and receiveth Favour 
of the Lord; Prov. Chap. XVIII. Ver. 22. The 
great Apoſtle evidently ſets forth the Happi- 
neſs as well as the Honour of it; and without 
Queſtion, it is a State of Life that may be 
made as happy as honourable, with good Uſage 
aud prudent Management, Tis true, he that 
marrys, does well ; and he that does not mar- 
ry, does better. But what need any Man de- 
fire to do better than well in this World? 
There's hardly any Room left for wiſhing to 
do better, by God's Bleſſing: However, * is 
: ter 
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hetter to marry than to burn, and be undone 
by unlawful Luſts. Theſe Truths are ſelf. evi- 
dent and manifeſtly ſound Divinity ; as plain 
as the Son of Glory could make them by in- 
ſpir'd Revelation. I do not poſitively ſay or 
aſſert, that theſe Things were peculiarly ſpoken 
of the Clergy; but peradventure the younger 
Deacons or Prieſts would do, well to conſider 
of marrying, not too ſoon, nor raſhly; but to 
weigh the Matter ſeriouſly and ſedately a longer 
Time, than they uſually do, by their forward 
Engagements in the Flower of their Age, for 
diverſe political, as well as divine Reaſons; 
for fear of the Cares of this World interfer- 
ing with the faithful Diſcharge of their ſacred 
Functions for the next; for fear of bringing 
chargeable Families upon themſelyes, impove- 
Tiſhing their Livings, burdening their Neigh- 
bourhoods, incumbering their Pariſhes, or dy- 
Ing at laſt unfortunately, and having nothing 
to leave their Wives and Children, but the 
good Will for the Deed : as it often happens, 
and muſt be taken for granted to the Degree 
of a Proverb. But that muſt be lefr to their 
own Liberty, Prudence and Deliberation. Far 
be it from me to dictate to their wiſer Under- 
ſtandings. It is alſo ſaid indeed, that a Biſhop 
ought to be the Husband of one of By which 
it ſeems, with Submiſſion, as if no Plurality 
of this kind ſhould be deem'd allowable or com- 
mendable in Prelates, either during the preſent 
Coverture, or after the Firſt, according to the 
Opinion of ſome critical Writers or notional 
Commentators. But it cannot be ſaid, that their 
ſecond Marriages are abſolutely unlawful. There 
is nothing to be urg'd againſt Celibacy«vpon 
Choice, It may be prudential, If not obliga- 
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tory, in ſome Caſes and Circumſtances of Life. 
There are natural Eunuchs by Birth, no doubt; 
and there are thoſe that have made themſelves 
ſo, for the Sake of the Kingdom of Chriſt. 
But why the Romiſh Clergy ſhould be deny'd 
Leave to marry by Eccleſiaſtical Order and 
Authority, and refus'd the Benefit of one of 
their own Sacraments, which implies a- ſeem- 
ing Contradiction and Abſurdity, I leave them- 
ſelves to determine at Diſcretion. It would 
be too Controverſial for my Deſign. How- 
ever, indeed ſome Perſons may decline Mar- 
riage for ſeveral certain good Reaſons, beſt 
known to themſelves. And yet one would 
naturally think, or rationally believe; that, as 
there never was any poſitive Com pulſion for 
marrying, there ſhould be no powerful Pro- 
| hibition againſt it, either in Clergy or Laity; 
being one great End of the Creation. For the Text 
firſt above-quoted ſeems to be ſpoken, if nor 
injoyn'd univerſally; without any Reſtriction 
or Limitation to ſome particular Profeſſions 
among Mankind. 

B E that Diſpute as it will. Nature brought 
us forth to live in kumane Society, not alone, 
not ſolitarily, not promiſcuouſly like brute Beaſts, 
Male and Female; but far above their Perfe- 
ction, in lawful Wealock : which is the Semi- 
nary and Preſervation of all other Societies 
in the Communion of Life between Man and 
Woman. God himſelf was the Author of 
Marriage; and his Glory ought to be the 
great End of it, for our own Good, Welfare 
and Advantage. Thus he Peopled the World 
by his Wiſdom and Power; and every Crea- 
ture that hath a Mouth or a Tongue, ovght 
to praiſe his Creator for it. Let every Tag 
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that bath Breath praiſe the Lord. We Rationals, 
above all others, are bound to praiſe him for 
his infinite Goodneſs and Mercy; and more e- 
ſpecially for his inſtituting and ordaining of 
Marriage. But we ſhall meet with a great 
7 miſtaken Enemies in this Affair, and 
profligate Marriage- Haters by the Way. Not 
to ridicule Pythagoras; who being invited to 
the Marriage of a Friend, excus'd himſelf by 
this Banter: That he was never deſirous to go to 
ſuch 4 Feaſt, or to be at ſuch 4 Funeral; as if, 
to marry a Wife, was to wed a Coffin ; and 
to put himſelf into a Tomb, before his Buri- 
al. Not to reflect upon Secundus ridiculous 
Error, in ſaying, That 4 Wife was the Contrary 
of her Husband; never conſidering, or not know- 
ing any Thing of the myſtical Union of both 
in Marriage. Not to refute the ſimple Noti- 
on of Metellus, who thought he ſhould loſe 


his Liberty by Marrying ; and that he had ra- 


ther be his own Maſter, than bis Wife's Man: 
as if he could not ſtill be Lord of himſelf by 
his famous Philoſophy, let his Wife prove never 
ſo imperions or termagant. But theſe were 
only the fingular Fancies, or whimſical Crot- 
chets of ſome old Philoſophical Batchelors, that 

rhaps no Women would marry, for their 

oroſeneſs. However, our modern Miſogyniſts, 
and diſſolute Sparks, call Marriage a Bed of 
Roſes among Thorns ; and marry, they'll not 


- prick their Fingers to come at it. Theſe are 


the loofe Gentry that live upon the Common; 
and perad venture can get no virtuous Women 
in the Mind to marry them, for their Wild- 
neſs, Extravagance and Debauchery. They are 
afraid of imaginary Cares, Confinements, and 


Cuckoldom by their own Guilt. They —_— 
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of a great Store of Hail falling without any Mix- 
ture of ſweet Rain and ſoft Breezes. They 
dread the Scolding, Pride and Arrogancy of 
Wives in their diſcontented Freaks. They are 
in a panick Fear of having a Yoke about 
their Necks, by the indiſſoluble Nooſe; a 
Knot, worſe than Gordian. Such looſe Livers 
will not ſtick to ſay, they are in Pain for 
their Heads, Pockets, or Dominion, by Mar- 
riage. They'll argue; who can gratify their 
Pomp, or ſatisfy their Humour ? Why, does 
not the old Proverb ſay; that Women and 
Ships, let them be never ſo well rigg'd, till 
want ſomething more to be amended? But 
theſe are only the wild, idle, vain Chimera's 
of their own making, to avoid Matrimony upon 
worſe Terms, for a more deſtructive Commu- 
nity. However, theſe lewd Calumniators of the 
fair Sex will tell you many fine Stories, mi- 
ſerable Events, and diſmal Examples, out 
of old Authors: of Sampſon betray'd by Dalila, 
of Solomon by Concubines, of Achab by Jeſa- 
bel, of Anthony by Cleopatra, of Paris by Helena, 
of Hercules by Deianeira, &c; which ſwell our 
bulky Hiſtories with their female Deſtructi- 
ons, into a Contempt of all Women-kind. But 
what is all that to the Purpoſe, among effe- 
minate Heroes or ungovernable Libertines? 
Moſt of their Reports may paſs only for Ro- 
mance or Envy. There's no conclud ing from 
Particulars to an univerſal Truth. *Tis falſe 
Logick. And beſides, they have no right No- 
tion of Marriage. For certain, at leaſt the 

never met with our virtzous Lady ſet forth in 
the Proverbs; whoſe Life, Character and Con- 
verſation [I ſhall purſue, with her deſery'd En- 
comium, to the End of the Chapter ſtill allow- 


ing 
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ing however, as Diphilus well obſerv'd, that 
nothing is more hard to be found in all the 


World, than a good Wife; who can never be 


over-vatu'd, and whoſe Price is ineſtimable, 
BUT 1 muſt obſerve by the By now, in 
this degenerate Age of Liberty, that Virtue 
and Vice divide the whole World betwixt 
them, into Two different contending Factions. 
The One has the greater Part of Votaries, the 
Majority of Voices, and the common Cry in 
Vogre; as it carries all before it by Faſhion, 
Election, or Iniquity of Practice. But the other 
indeed is more deſirable, and has the molt ge- 
neral Approbation of all good Men, as well 
as even the ſilent Eſteem of the Bad; who 
cannot but tacitly acknowledge their unwilling 
Eyes. dazled into Veneration, with the brighter 
Beams of Virtue. Virtue is a Deity in Com- 
pariſon of Vice. This maketh miſerable ; bur 
that, happy : the Former affords true Pleaſure, 
but the Latter pocures certain Sorrow, aſſured 
Shame, and tormenting Reflections. It is like 
the great Compoſition of Fools and Knaves 
in the World. The Latter will always have 
the Plurality of Votes, and the Popularity of 
Elections, Whether right or wrong. People 
may make Choice of what they pleaſe, or which 
ſuits their fickle Humour beſt in Fancy. But 
common Opinion, Applauſeor Succeſs never was, 
nor will ever be reckon'd the true Rate of 
Things : neither does real Honour and Renown 
_ conſiſt in Numbers or Multitudes. However 
Vice, after all, in any Perfon or Party of Men, 
on the contrary Side, deſerves the worſt of 


black Characters in the deepeſt Die. For a 


vicious Life is no better than a Hell upon 
Zarth, and anticipates its own Puniſhment, Ic 
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is ſtill in Labour of ill Habits for Death, 
and ſtruggling with Deſtruction; which in- 
hances all its After-Pains: Full of Sorrow, 
Diſſatisfaction or Deſpair; and never like to 
be deliver'd of its Pangs for Futurity, but by 
a timely Repentance. It breeds nothing but 
Uneaſineſs and Remorſe, like biting Serpents 
or the viperous Brood. It produces nothing but 
a Sting of Conſcience, and a Worm that never 
dies. It brings forth nothing but a Tympany 
of Body and a Torment of Soul. 


| 
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VERSE XL 


2 THE Heart of her Husband doth ſafely truſt 
in 1 ; ſo that he ſhall have no Need of 
Spotl, 


PARAPHRASE; 


dear Son! Let me now give 
vou the particular Character of 
| this virtuous Woman, that I would 

4 — willingly recommend to your Choice 

=D for an indulgent Wife; which 
may ſerve to direct other Noblemea as well 
as your Royal Self, or more ordinary People, 
in their ſtrict Enquiries after ſuch an incom- 
parable Perſon: A Woman, that is chaſt, diſ- 
creet, prudent, frugal and faithful in well-or- 
dering her Houſhold- Affairs: In whoſe Virtues, 
her Husband cannot but have the greateſt Aſ- 


ſurance of good aan He weft needs lodge 
E 


. 
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an entire Confidence in ſuch a precious and 
valuable Creature of an endearing Spouſe : ſo 
that he may either take his Pleaſure and Di- 
verſion Abroad, or attend upon other publick 
Buſineſs of greater Moment, - with Safety and 
Satisfaction; free from all Care, Fear or Doubt, 
how his domeſtick Concerns are manag'd at 
Home in his Abſence. Every Thing will be 
well regulated there, and improv'd to his Ad- 
vantage: fo that he ſhall have no Occaſion 
for any Solicitude, Diffidence, or Diſtruſt of 
her Diligence and Faithfulneſs; no Cauſe to 
lie. under any Temptation of relieving his own 
Neceſſtties, ſupplying his own Wants, or in- 
riching his own Eſtate by the Spoil of other 
Mens Fortunes. Well then, Solomon! be well 
adviſed in fixing here your noble Affections. 
You may ſafely truſt ſuch a glorious Wife 
with all that you have in your Power or 
Poſſeſſion ; Honour, Eſtate, Life and All. Ne- 
ver queſtion her Integrity. She cannot in Con- 
ſcience fallify her Marriage-Vow, nor play faſt 
and looſe with that ſacred and ſolemn Oblt- 
zation. Never fear ! She will neither deſpoil 


you of your Goods of Fortune, nor wrong, 


your nuptial Bed, nor leſſen your Character. 
She knows no Robbery but that of ſtealing 1n- 
to your Affections, and making you the Felon 
of her own Heart. And ſhe never will enter- 
tain any. Deſign to rob you of any Thing, but 
that of yours, for your own Benefit. In the 


Fruition of her, you may depend upon ſincere 


Love, Fidelity, Juſtice, Comfort and Content- 
ment to your own Heart's Defire. You may 
ſafely put your whole Truſt and Confidence in 
her diſintereſted Virtue ; being both unalienable 
and unalterable in her Affections. You wy 
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have no Need to be jealous of her Honeſty, 
nor any Occaſion to ſuſpect her Inſincerity or 
foul Dealing. You ſhall be in no Want of 
any Succour, Support or Subſiſtence with this 
unparallel'd Lady; in ao Neceſſity of living upon 
unjuſt Gain, through Ulſurpation, Incroachment, 
Plunder, Rapine, or the Spoil of vour Neigh- 
bours. She will ſufficiently ſupply you with 
an honeſt Maintenance and plentiful Livelihood, 
by her own induſtrious Frugality in the wiſe 
Goverament of your Kingdoms, or the diſcreet 
Management of your Family- Affairs to the heſt 
Advantage. In a Word, ſhe will make you 
happy in all Reſpects and Conditions of Life 
on this Side Heaven; and intitle you. at laſt, - 
in a great Meaſure, to the final Conſummati- 
on of Bliſs hereafter. 


REMARKS: 


1 ſingle Text is ſufficient of it ſelf, 
to confute all the Objections of our mo- 
dern Marriage-Haters; which they invidiouſly 
borrow from ſome melancholy Notions of the 
moroſe unſociable Ancients: And 1! Will never 
ſpeaks well of any Body, we know by the Pro- 


5 verb. How inconſiſtent with Truth was that 


ludicrous Saying of Hipponattus ; Two good Days 
are only to be hop'd for in Marriage : the Weds 
ding-Day, and the Day of the Wiſe's Death! 
How contrary to Reaſon was that of Philemon; 
A Wife «4 only a neceſſary Evil, and a perpetu-l 
Plague to her Husband! How ridiculous was 
that of Alphonſus ; To make a perſect and agree- 
able Marriage, the Husband muſt be deaf, and 
the Wife blind; that he may not hear her Brawl- 
ing, nor (he ſee his Faults; as if that was the 

M 2 beſt 
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beſt Match for Peace-Sake! How falſe was 
that of Heſiod; He that truſts a Woman, is 4s 
ſafe a4 he that hangs by the Leaves of a Tree 
at the latter End of Autumn, when they begin 
to fall! How fooliſh was that prophane Story 
of a ſtupid Fellow; who, upon hearing the 
Scripture burleſqu'd, that whoſoever will be ſa- 
ved, muſt bear his Croſs, ran to his Wife, took 
her up and laid her a-croſs his Shoulders! Theſe 
were only the merry Conceits of thoſe Buffoons 
that knew nothing of the Felicities of Matri- 
mony, or of thoſe that had ſome Reaſons per- 
haps to reſent their own Injuries, and repent 
of their unfortunate Marriages. For Socrates, 
Plato, Ariſtotle, Seneca, Plutarch and others, 
were all marry'd Men, according to Hiſtory ; 
and made as excellent Uſe of their Marriages 
as they did of their Morals, to the everlaſting 
Honour of their Philoſophy. But, after all, 
Marriage was firſt conſecrated in Heaven, ſo- 
lemnized in Paradiſe, and conſummated in In- 
nocency. Can any Thing be fuller of Holineſs 
or Happineſs; of Equity or Juſtice; of good 
Converſation or Society; of Love, Content- 
ment or -Conſolation? Can any State of Life 
be leſs ſolitary, or leſs unpleaſant? It was 
not good for Man to ve alone, without a faith- 
ful Companion. We have the Word of God 
for it, againſt the evil Tongues or Pens of all 
unmarry'd Debauchee's and unſanAify'd Heathens. 
The holy Spirit of God, by the Month of his 
Prophet, dignify'd Marriage with the Similitude 
and Repreſentation of his ſacred Unity with 
his Church. Our bleſſed Saviour alſo honour- 
ed a Wedding-Feaſt with his firſt Miracle that 
he wrought in the World, for the more ſa— 
cred Celebration of it with Joy. How ne 
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then is the Dignity, Pre-eminence and Prero- 
gative of Marriage! But then I mean ſuch 
as are lawful, not Mock- Marriages; not 
dubious or ſtolen Ones in Faſhion: which 
may perhaps be thought very ſweet in the 
preſent Injoyment; but they generally prove 
bitter Waters at the Bottom, in the future 
Event. Stealing a great Fortune by Report, 
as clandeſtine Matches go now a-days, often 
happens to be only marrying a Misfortune. 


However, what greater Comfort and Conten- 


tation of Life can there be, than to have a 
ſecond Self in humane Society; than to injoy 
ſuch a faithful Partner and true Friend in both 
Fortunes? If he be -rich, ſhe'll increaſe her 
Husband's Store; if poor, ſhe'l] inrich him; it 
ſick, ſhe'll nurſe him; if hungry, ſhe'll nouriſh 
him; if perſecuted, ſhe'll comfort him; if con- 
fin'd, ſhe'll bear him Company ; if melancholy, 
ſhe*ll divert him; if ſolitary, ſhe'l] afford him 
ſufficient Satisfaction at Home; and if he chan- 
ces to go abroad at any Time, ſhe'll be ſure 
to make a moſt truſty Houſe- Keeper in his Re- 
ceſs, and a juſt Steward in his Abſence. By 
Marriage a Man makes many Friends. An 
injur'd King ſometimes recovers his Right by 
it. He increaſes his Allies, Kinsfolks and 
Neighbours by it. He multiplies his Poſterity 
by it. He fills his Royal Family with a nu- 


merous Iſſue; a Progeny of Princes and Prin- 


ceſſes in good Time. Uncles and Aunts, Ne- 
phews and Nieces, Brothers and Siſters, are all 
doubled and trebled for many future Genera- 
tions. Peace is many Times procur'd between 
great Emperors, Monarchs and Sovereign Prin- 
ces by happy Inter- marriages. By Virtue of 
which, the fierceſt Quarrels among them are 
M 23 Gj5ie) 
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often reconciled into a loving Oblivion; the 


moſt turbulent Differences, cruel Diſſentions 
or croſs Diviſions, appeaſed into a profound 
Silence or Accommodation ; and the moſt bloody, 
Wars huſhd-up into the ſtrongeſt Alliances of 
Friendſhip and Confederacies of Felicity: al- 
moſt ſufficient, ndt to ſay powerful enough 
yet, to reſtore the loſt Tranquillity of Europe 
to its former Glory in Chriſtendom. But it 
would be endleſs to recount all the vaſt Be- 
nefits and Advantages of ſuch a Royal Marriage, 
as King Solomon's is ſuppos'd to be in this 
Treatiſe ! by, - 

NOW it is highly probable, that our young 
S/lomon in Proceſs of Time found out ſuch a 


virtueus Woman, and marry'd ſuch a venerable . 


Wife: a Lady of the moſt illuſtrious Birth, 
the moſt charming Beauty, and the greateſt Li- 
berality! So fair, ſo lovely, ſo precious! fo 
faithful and fortunate ! ſuch a Nonpareil, ſuch 
a Phenix, ſuch a Bird of Paradiſe! How ſhall 
I expreſs her Excellency ? Our Language fails me 
in her Praiſe, vpon the moſt neceſſary Harangue. 
In whoſe Virtues her inamour'd Spouſe 1njoys 
not only the real Riches and Honour; but 
all the Satisfactions and Feltcities of having 
ſuch an uncommon Bleſſing; of poſſeſſing fo 
valuable a Jewel in his own Boſom, What 
Confidence and Truſt would any Man cr Prince 
of Goodneſs, Judgment and Wiſdom, have a 
Reluctancy of putting in ſuch an amiable, 
faithful, virtuous Woman ? In this Caſe, it he 
had been marry'd ſconer, it had been better 
for Himſelf, Friends and Family. 

B EH OLD then her rare Qualifications and 


wonderful Indowments of Mind; her Chaſtity, 


her Prudence, her Frugality, her Diligence, 5 
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her Singleneſs of Heart towards her loving 
Husband, the ſame with his own in Affecti- 
on! His Domeſtick Affairs are well manag'd; 
his Bed, well made ; his Children, well taught; 
his Servants, well fed; his Family, well go- 
verned ; and the Poor, well imploy'd, or libe- 
rally reliev'd. Nothing equals her Induſtry, 
comes up to her Education, or exceeds her 
Diſcipline. Her Bounty and Liberality arc 
univerſally known, and ſenſibly felt to her 
vtmoſt Ability. By her ſingular Love, Cour- 
teſy and Afﬀability, ſhe preſerves her dear 
Spouſe from having the leaſt wand' ring Thoughts, 
or hankering after other Women, as well as 
from falling into Paſſioas of Inatemperance, and 
following the Infatuations of a diſcontented 
Mind. By this Means, he begins to take a 
3 Delight in her Company alone; as if 
e was wedded again to her Converſation, as 
well as her Perſon before; and becomes ar 
laſt only not too uxorj2us, not fond or indul- 
gent to a Fault. Upon this, he intirely falls 
in Love with her Veracity, and makes himſelf 
her ſole Rival. In fine, he thinks himſelf 
highly oblig'd, wholly to conſide in her Con- 
duct; without having the leaſt Suſpicioa of 
any foul Play, Levity, Unfaithfulneſs, Indiffe- 
rency, Careleſneſs or Negligence in his Affairs, 
either of the greateſt or ſmalleſt Importance. 
TH E, Bleſſings of Heaven will aſſuredly be 
his Portion every Day, whoever marries ſuch 
a happy, pious and perfect Lady. Her Spouſe 
Who meets with her is a bleſſed Man, and 
may thank God for his good Fortune. She 
will always be true and faithful to him in all 
the Viciſſitudes of humane Affairs, both in 
Sickneſs and in Health; and never fail of ten- 
XM 4 derly 


* — —— et 


- _ 
- — 


— — 5 ©» 4 
a_— - -- —_ 


22 — 0 
0 ——„—— —— — — —— —— — — 


168 TLemuel' Leſſon 


derly ſympathizing with him in Adverſity for 
his better Conſolation, or of heartily rejoycing 
with him in Proſperity, to inhance his Plea- 
ſure, and double his Satisfaction. He may 
ſafely truſt her with the Care of his Soul al- 
ſo in ſome Meaſure, as well as the Cure of 
his B dy, and Comfort of his Mind, under any 
diſturbing Diſaſter or dangerous Diſeaſe ; be- 
cauſe of her great Devotion, good Counſel, 
and kind Aſſiſtance, as far as lies in her Power. 
I. IN Proſperity, he may be ſure to have 
a joyful Partner, and Partaker of his Super- 
flvities ; ſtill induſtriouſly improving his Eſtate, 
and adding her own to his unlimited Felicity ; 
ſtill inriching his Coffers, and ennobling his 
Riches; ſti]] accumulating his Treaſures, or 
aggrandizing his Wealth equal to his bounti— 
ful Liberality and benign Charity towards the 
Poor. She can eaſily prevail with him rather 
to build Alms- Houſes, e rect Hoſpitals, or found 
Colleges with his ſuperfivous Money, to eternize 
his Memory; than to ſquander it away in 
Hunting, Hawking and Horſe- Racing, to miſ- 
ſpend it in Sports and Paſtimes, or to play it 
away at the Gaming-Table, only to make him- 
ſelf at laſt a monumental Beggar. She can pow- 
erfully diſſuade him from keeping ill Company 
with lewd Women, or carowzing with in— 
temperate Wine-Bibbers; and laviſhing a plen- 
tifyl Eſtate away againſt the Wall, as the 
Vulgar call it by a worſe Name; whereby 
he may perhaps impoveriſh his ſuffering Fami- 
Iy, and bring his Children at laſt to the Pa- 
Tiſh. She can readily perſwade him to nobler 
Things, and win him over to more honourable 
Undertakings by her Indearments. Inſtead of 
Sriping the Poor, or ſpoiling the Needy, — 
o : ; WI 


. * 
= ® * 1 . o 
5 I 0 — 


Paraphras d. 169 


will always be preſſing her Husband to re- 
lieve them out of his great Abundance; to 
ſupport them in their Neceſſities with what 
he may very well ſpare by the Bleſſing of 
Providence; to give Drink to the Thirſty, to 
feed the Hungry, and to cloath the Naked : 
rather than ſtrip him to the Skin, or pinch, 
ſtarve and impriſon a miſerable inſolvent Debtor z 
only to make-up an ill-gotten Golden Fleece at 
Home by Oppreſſion and Covetouſneſs. She 
will never diminiſh his Subſtance by her owa 
Profuſeneſs, or Extravagancies of Dreſſing and 
Gaming, Jaunting and Junketing Abroad ; ei- 
ther with too ſplendid a Retinue, or roo gaudy 
an Equipage. No; ſhe is a wiſer Houſe- Keeper, 
than to be guilty of ſuch ſcandalous Prodi- 
galities ! 

II. IN Adverſity, he will certainly have the 
moſt indearing Companion of his Misfortunes 
or Miſeries. She will let him want for no- 
thing that Art or Nature can afford; nothing 
that can be had for Love or Money, within 
the Compaſs of her Power, Friendſhip and 


# Intereſt. She will ever be comforting him 


with her own Contentment; and contriving 
his entire Satisfaction. She will never ceaſe 
reviving his dejected Spirits with her delight- 
ful Diſcourſe, and raiſing his noble Courage 
with the moſt promiſing Views, in Expecta- 
tion of better Days. God governs the World 
ſtill, and can work Wonders; even to the De- 
gree of ſtopping the Sun, or making It go back 
upon the Dial. He can make theſe dry Bones 
live again, and reſtore an afflicted Family, 
that was almoſt extin&, to its priſtine Glory, 
by her own prolifick Bleſſings. She can give 
him the Conſolation of Horace's happy Olim 
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to come- in ſucceeding Generations, from her 


own fruitful Body; and ſhe hopes that every 
new Birth will open a new Scene of Affairs 


to their mutual Advantage or growing Pro- 


ſperity. Her Patience and Reſignation to the 
wiſe Diſpenſations of divine Providence, will 
eaſe him of half his Pain; lighten his Burden, 
or very much alleviate his Troubles. She will 
never put him upon doing any diſhonourable 
Thing to better his Condition, but willingly 
ſhare in his Sufferings, and help him to preſerve 
his Integrity : not like Job's Wife, that would 
have him curſe God and die; not like thoſe 
time-ſerving Comforters of this Age, that are 


too apt to adviſe a Perſon in Affliction to 


renounce his Conſcience for Preferment, and 
to make his preſent Fortune at the Expence 
of his future Salvation. No; ſhe is none of 
thoſe mercenary Help-Meets, to deſire her 
Husband to purchaſe his daily Bread by Diſ- 
honour, Perjury, Witchcraft, Apoſtacy, or Aſ- 
ſaſſination. Heinous Offences! On the contra- 
ry, ſhe will manage his adverſe Affairs fo pru- 
dently, with that political Diſcretion and Dex- 


terity, he need not uſe any unlawful Means, 


either to get his Living or recover his Right. 
But ſhe cannot ſuffer him to take any ill 
Courſes, commit any enormous Crimes, or run 
the Riſque of any deſperate Adventures, even 
to preſerve their own dear Family from ſtar- 
ving. She took her beloved Spouſe for better 
for worſe, for richer for poorer; and will 
always continue his obliging, indulgent and 
obedient Wife till Death in both Fortunes. 
This ſhall be his perpetual Comfort in the moft 
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GREAT Men ought to conſider, that no 
Perſon, Prince or Politician, can behave well 


* . either in Proſperity or Adverſity, but by Wiſ- 


dom and Virtue; in Order to avoid Pride or 
Preſumption in the one, and prevent Deſpair 
or puſillanimity in the other Caſe. In the 
Former, Cicero ſays, we ought to conſult our 
Friends, not Flatterers; with a wiſe Diſtruſt 
of the Favours of fickle Fortune, for fear of 
a ſudden- Change, Alexander was too much 
puft up with Arrogancy by his Greatneſs and 
Conqueſts, in defiring to be worſhipped as a 
God. Pompey betray'd himſelf by his own In- 
ſolency, to a fatal Overthrow, in advancing a 
wicked Miniſter of State to the Government. 
Cyrus loſt his Head by a politick Woman, 
with the ſevereſt Sarcaſm, for truſting tco 
much to his own Strength, Succeſs and Ex- 
ploits. Tis wonderful, as well as abominable, 
why ſome modern Ambitions, revolutionary 
Princes, ſhould affeck ſo much to be call'd Sa- 
viours, for fear of being crucify'd by their 
Subjects. That Style maguiſies into Blaſphemy. 
In the latter Reſpect, there is requir'd great 
Courage and Conſtancy of Mind, to bear up 
againſt National Afflictions. Cre/us, coming to 
the Block by Cyrus cruel Order and Com- 
mand, undauntedly calld upon Solon Three 
Times, and ſav'd both his Life and his King- 
dom by it. Publius Rutilus, when he was un- 
juſtly baniſh'd by an uſurp'd Power, never 
changed his Countenance or Behaviour tor it; 
but brav'd the Malice of his Enemies, with- 
out ever requeſting any Favour at their Hands. 
Quintus Metellus being driven into Exile by a 
ag 11g Faction and baſe Sedition, thought it 
clow his Manhood ever to repine at 5 
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barbarous Indignity of his Depoſers. But 
then he was a Perſon of ſo much Worth, 
that the Senate was ſoon forc'd to recal him; 
and he modeſtly return'd accordingly to his 
own Country again, with greater Glory and 
Acclamation, Lo the true Magnanimity of 
theſe ancient, noble and renown'd Heroes! Ba- 
niſhment to a brave Soul is no Diſcourage- 
ment. Nothing can diſhearten ſo couragious 
a Prince. The whole World is his, as well 
as Socrates's Country; whether he be Athenian, 
Gracian, Roman, &c; by Birth or Habitation. 


n XII. 


a SHE will do him Good, and not Evil, 
all the Days of her Life. 


PARAPHRASE, 


EAR Child! When I conſider the 

J Solitarineſs of humane Life with- 

out a Companion, and compare the 

z-| Dangers of a ſingle State with the 

Safety of a ſettled one ; weighing 

the Inconveniencies of the Former with the 

vaſt Advantages of the Latter, and laying to 

Heart the Temptations you will be expos'd 

to, by living unmarry'd in your Manhood : 

1 cannot but adviſe you to change your Con- 

dition, and the ſooner the better; either to 

fix your Affections, ſettle your Affairs, or e- 

ſtabliſn your Throne upon ſure Foundations. 
You 


doing you Good, and promoting your Welfare, 
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You will have the greateſt Reaſon and Incou- 


razement to marry ſuch a Peerleſs Lady of 
Virtue as I have found out for your Partner ; 
who will take a particular Care of your Eſtate, 
diſcreetly manage your Houſhold, and bleſs 
you with a Royal Offspring. She will not 
only make it her Bulineſs to anſwer your 
Love with an equal Affection, but alſo ſtudy 
Night and Day to oblige you in every Thing; 
inceſſantly provoking you to an Emulation of 
her Virtues, and exciting in you thoſe reci- 
procal Paſſions and Indearments which you per- 
ceive in her Mind by her prudent Deportment : 


1 always loving, kind and pleaſing; never croſs, 


never ungrateful, never diſagreeable; embra- 


5 cing every Opportunity that may gratify your 


Deſire, and avoiding even the very Shadow of 
any Thing whatſoever, that may give you 
the leaſt Umbrage of Diſpleaſure or Uneaſi- 
neſs, She will make it her daily Study to de- 


* ſerve well of you, to promote the Intereſt of 
= your Affairs, and to increaſe the Advantage of 
= your great Family. She will perpetually main- 
> tain your perſonal Honour and Reputation, 
to the ſpreading of your Fame through Fo- 
reign Countries; and making you not only 

happy at Home, but highly eſteem'd all over 


the known World, with a Renown proporti- 


onable to your Royal Dignity. And all this 
- ſhe will do, not only by Fits and Starts of 
Ieevity, but by ſolid Reſolutions of Love al 
» the Days of her Life : and not to ſtint her 
Affections to this Side of the Grave; even 
* after you are dead too, if ſhe can ſurvive you, 


by cultivating your immortal Memory. But 
in your Life-Time, ſhe will coatinually be 


by 
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by abandoning all Evil; Moroſeneſs and Diſ- 
contentment ; Peeviſhneſs, ill Temper and Me- 
lancholy. Her whole Concern will be to hu- 
mour you, to divert you, to exhilarate you 
for your mutual Satisfaction, as well as her 
own peculiar Pleaſure. All the good Offices 
of her Soul ſhall be at your Service upon all 
Occaſions. She will conſtantly deſerve the beſt 
Treatment at your generous Hands, both by 
her Words and Actions; merit your tendereſt 
Embraces or moſt indulgent Indearments, and 
make your Happineſs reciprocal with her 
own : as endleſs in a Circle of good Turns 
as her Wedding Ring, immutable as the Poles, 
and as unchangeable as the Centre of the 
round World. All the Days of her Life will 
be wholly ſpent in cheriſhing you in your 
Youth, and nurſing you in your old Age. 
Your Nouriſhment, either in Time of Strength 
and Vigour, or of Decay and Infirmity, ſhall 


always be her Imployment; as voluntary, as 


neceſſary. She cannot ſo much as entertain an 
evil Thought againſt her beloved Spouſe, nor 
ſpeak an ill Word of him, either in private 
or publick Converſation, nor do him the leaſt 
Damage by any ſiniſter Dealing, or perfidi- 
ous Acting to the Prejudice of his Reputa- 
tion, Credit and Eſtate. No; ſhe will ever 
behave her ſelf as the Miſtreſs of better 
Manners. 


REMARKS. 
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REMARKS. 


OOD and Evil make-up the whole Life 

of Man: which, in Truth, are but o- 
ther Names for Virtue and Vice. The wiſe 
Academics were pleas'd to place the ſovereign 
Good of humane Life in a profound Tran- 
quillity of the Soul. Riches, as Pythagoras 
ſaid, are no ſure Pillars of Felicity; Beauty is 
no true Supporter of it; and Glory is but a 
weak, ſandy or uncertain Foundation for fo 
fair a Structure, ſo ſolid a Fabrick, ſo noble 
a Building. But we muſt ſearch the Holy 
Scriptures to give us a clearer Light into 
that Diſtinction, and grant us a more perfect 
Knowledge of Good and Evil in our true 
Idea's of Things. Since our firſt Parents did 
unadviſedly eat of the forbidden Fruit of that 
Tree in the Garden, their Children's Teeth 
were ſet on- edge; and we all became origi- 
nal Sinners by their Fall, ſtanding in need ſtill 
of a future Redemption, or a farther Regene- 
ration. God himſelf is the ſupreme Good of 
the World; the moſt ſovereign, permanent 
and eternal Felicity : which neither the Eye 
hath yet ſeen, nor the Ear heard, nor the 
Heart of Man ever rightly conceiv'd. The 
only Way to attain to this Happineſs, is by 
accompliſh'd Virtue and Holineſs of this Life, 
in Hopes of a better or a more bleſſed State 
of Immortality. Religion is the Life and Soul 
of all moral Virtues, and raiſes them to a 
higher Pitch of Glory, far above Humanity. 
Democritus calls Virtue, the Joy of a Man's 
Heart, Thales ſays, it is the moſt profitable 
Thing in the World. Cicero proves it to be 


— 
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a Self ſufficiem Happineſs, both as to the Art 
of Living and Dying well. In a Word, it 
ought to be reckon'd the Summum bonum of 
this Life among Chriſtians, as well as Heathen 
Philoſophers. Common Reaſon tells us, we 
ought to follow after Good, and fly from Evil. 
It is the very Voice of Nature, to embrace 
the one, and avoid the other. It is a Light 


in our own Breaſts, that diſcovers all the 


ſurprizing Snares and Ambuſcades of the Lat- 
ter, as well as it diſplays all the glorious Re- 
treats, Safeties and Securities of the Former. 
But as he that is ignorant of Goodneſs, can- 
not love what he does not know; ſo he that 


does not know Evil in all its artful Habits, 


ugly Shapes, and odious Colours, can never 
heartily hate it ſufficiently. Evil always wears 
a Mask, and ſeldom or never appears Bare- 
tacd. Pull off the Vizard, and you'll find 
underneath the deformed Hag. Not but that 
Evil, in its own Nature, is Male too as well 
Female; and involves all Mankind. It does 
not diſtinguiſh between Sexes. For as Virtue 
is the only true Good of the Soul in all Per- 
ſons; ſo Vice is the greateſt Evil by the Truth 
of Contrarieties, to ſhew its Falſhood. The 
Deformity of the one is as loathſom, as the 
other is lovely and charming. Set the Black 
and the White together, they ſhew themſelves 


a great deal better in a true Light; and ſee 


which is handſomer. This is an Angel; That, 
a Fiend and a Fury. As the one is the 
Health and Vigour of the Soul, according to 
divine Plato; ſo the other is the Sickneſs and 
Imbecillity of the Mind. The Former is free- 


dorn and ingenuous, at Liberty as much as 


the Air: the Latter is a Slave by Inheri- 
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tance ; and led Captive by Senſtality, as it 
were in Triumph, under the Yoke of Sin and 
Satan. This is the Fountain of all Miſeries; 
and That, the Source of all Bleſſings. Evil is 
a pernicious Hydra with many Heads; and 
requires a valiant Hercules, a Chriſtian Cham- 
pion, to deftroy the Monſter. It produces the 
lame Effect in the Soul, as the Drepſy does 
in the Body: ſwells it into nothing, vr ber- 
dition, which is worſe than nothing. I] Ha- 
bits plant in Man a continual Thirſt, or De- 
fire of that which breeds his greateſt Bane, 
and ſooneſt diſpatches his Deſtruction. Vice 
raiſes a Kind of a civil War of ill Manners 
in the Mind; which proceeds from a Man's 
natural Inclination, to private Paſſions and 
ſecret Deſires of Luſt : and it breaks out at 
laſt into open Rebellion againſt Reaſon. It 
liſts all Vagrants or Volunteers into its Ser- 
vice againſt Virtue: And the Conſpiracy ſtops 
at nothing of Ambition or Covetouſneſs ; of 
Pleaſure, Lechery or Voluptuouſneſs ; of Hatred, 
Rancour, Enmity, Revenge, Ruin, Murder, or 
Maliciouſneſs. Inſomuch that Chryſippus, the 
Stoick, calls this Evil the proper Eſſence of 
Unhappineſs : and Plato makes it (as it were) 
the grand Parent, either Father or Mother, of 
an infinite and endleſs Race of Revolutioners 
in Sin, or Multipliers of Miſchiefs, Miſeries 
and Misfortunes in the World. It begets a 
Generation of Vipers and Villains. It often 
deſtroys Monarchies, ſubverts Ariſtocracies, and 
overthrows . Common-Wealths. Indeed Vice 
goes a great Way ſometimes, to the Chop- 
ping and Changing of the whole Univerſe. 
How many great Princes have frequently loft 
their Kingdoms by it; and have forfeited 

N their 
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their Honour and Eſtates both at once: Re- 
hoboam, through Want of Prudence, Conduct 
and good Counſel; Sardanapalus, through Lux- 
uriouſneſs or Effeminacy; Perſes of Macedonia, 
through Raſhneſs or Temerity; to reckon- up 
no more Examples, of the many of this Kind: 
All undone by their own Viciouſneſs. Tis, in 
ſhort, the greateſt King's Evil in the World. 
For Vice in Authority is the worſt of all 
Evils. It uncrowns the Head of a King, and 
unmans his Miniſtry. It is moſt pernicious, 
and of dangerous Conſequence, either on the 
Throne or in the Chair. It often turns Love 
into Adultery, Affection into Execution, Equi— 
ty into Oppreſſion, Juſtice into Maſſacre of 
Perſons, and Covetouſneſs into Confiſcation of 
Eſtates. The mightier Sort of theſe State- Sin- 
ners may eſcape Anacharſi;'s Reproach of great 
Flies breaking through the Spider's Web ; but 
not avoid God's Puniſhment and Vengeance. 
It is true, they may think themſelves ſecure 
by their ſecular Mightineſs and ſupreme Pow- 
er. But the deterring of Puniſhment may prove 
only an Aggravation of the Weight on't. A 
Reprieve is no Pardon; and the longeſt De- 
lay does not always ſave Life. They can 


plead neither Law nor Cuſtom; Precedent nor 


Faſhion, at a higher Tribunal, Conſcience has 
a Thouſand Gibbets as well as Witneſſes. They 
cannot but remember Eſai's Worm, Belſhaz- 
zar's Hand-Writing, Ptolemy's Torments, Cali- 
gula's Terrors, and Nero's Furies with their 
flaming Torches. But the little Sinners and 


petit Criminals alſo, will fare no better neither; 


as the Scripture aſſures us in Levit. Chap. xxvi. 
to the End, that the Wicked ſhall faint and 
tremble at the Fall of a Leaf of a Tree; the 
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Sound of a ſhaken Leaf ſhall chaſe them away ; 
and 4 fall flee from the Sword, as if their 
Life was at Stake, or hung by a Thread, 
without any Purſuit of their Enemies. How- 
ever, ſuch harden'd Wretches and habitual 
Evil-Doers, will always be labouring to make 
others as bad as themſelves, or worſe, if poſ- 
fible. It is the very Nature and Property of 
Wickedneſs to ſpread the Plague. They dif- 
fuſe their Infection to catch the Country. 
They ſcatter Miſchief, delight in War, and 
ſtudy Blood-ſhed. Lord! Lead not the Good 
into their Temptation ; but deliver them from 
that Evil! 

BUT to return to our Text: A virtuous 
King and Queen are the happieſt Couple in 
the World. Nothing can part ſuch a loving 
Husband and ſo indearing a Wife, but Death; 
and then the deareſt Friends mult feparate. 
They know nothing of any Temporal or 
Spiritual Divorcement, but only by Mortality, 
the common Law of Nature. There is a 
Debt due, and they are always contending 
who ſhall pay it firſt; though to the others 
great Grief and Diſſatisfaction for the Loſs 


of the Deceas'd. But what muſt be, muſt be, 


by inevitable Neceſlity; with an abſolute Re- 
{ignation, and without repining at divine Pro- 
vidence for over-ruling our imprudent Wills, 
or indiſcreet Wiſhes, However, their bappy 
Strife is not ſo much to outlive one another, 
or to die before each other, as to do one a- 
nother all the mutual good Offices of Kind- 
neſs they can, during their natural Lives. - 
Arria, the chaſt Arria, was a famous Example 
of the Force of conjugal Affection in the Ro- 
man Hiſtory, excellently expreſs'd and epigram- 
N 2 matiz'd 
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matiz'd by the ingenious Martial. She had 
not the Patience or Power to ſurvive her be- 
loved Husband Pers, dearer to her than her 
own Life; but violently diſpatch'd her felt 
before his Execution. Alas! She ſtabb'd her 
ſelf before his Face, and then gave him the 
Poniard, with this Aſſurance; 

—— Vulnw, quod feci, non dolet, inquit: 
| Sed quod tu facies hoc mihi, Pate, dolet ! 
Lo the Fidelity of the Lady ! *Tis your Death, 
not my own, that grieves me, and glves me 
this Wound. The celebrated Paulina could 
not find in her Heart to outlive her dear Se- 
neca one Moment by her own good Will; for 
when, upon Nero's cruel Condemnation of him 
ro Death, his Veins were open'd in a Bath, 
ſhe did the ſame, and would fain have dy'd 
at once with him; by mingling the laſt Drop 
of their dying Blood together, for a memora- 
ble Teſtimony of their inſeparable Union, and 
Affection of Hearts: but the unrelenting Ty- 
rant prevented her by Force, and made her 
live a little longer in continual Sorrow, for 
the Loſs of her loving Spouſe, her admir'd 
Philoſopher. Not to ſay that theſe remarkable 
Inſtances of a deſperate Fondneſs ought to 
be any Precedents, or Rules of Practice now 
among Chriſtians, upon the moſt paſſionate Love. 
But Religion will not ſuffer our virtuous Lady 
to love her Husband to that diſcommenda- 
ble Diftration. However! 

I. SHE will do him Good, as long as ſhe lives. 
This is the Wife a Man would heartily wiſh 
for, to wake his Life comfortable. Her whole 
Buſineſs, Care and Conduct, will be to ſerve 
her Husband faithfully in all his Affairs for 
ever, with the moſt winning Charms and in- 
dearing 
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| dearing Obligations. Let his Concerns be ei- 


ther publick or private, ſhe will have an en- 
gaging Hand in them, for his Benefit and Ho- 
nour, as well as the Advantage of her Houſ- 
hold. She will be ſtill, ſtudying his Health 
and Welfare, both at Bed and Board, with 
the greateſt Concern and Deliberation of Soul; 
providing the beſt ſhe can for his daily Food 
and Raiment, either as to his Eating, Drinking, 
or wearing Apparel; and ordering his whole 
Family with ſo diſcreet a Management, that 
he muſt be raviſh'd with the Wiſdom of her 
Oeconomy, *Tis ſhe that makes the trucſt 
Houſe-Keeper, and always delights to be well 
employ'd at Home. And when ſhe does go 
Abroad, which is very rare, and more for 
his Good than her own Satisfaction; ſhe will 
ſpeak no ill of her kind Spouſe her ſelf, nor 
hear him ill-ſpoken of by others, without 
vindicating his Honour, Integrity and good 
Name. In all Difficulties, ſhe'll be the readieſt 
Aſſiſtant; in all Dealings, the juſteſt Accom- 
ptant; and in all Dangers or Troubles, the 
kindeſt Concomitant : couragious, conſtant and 
forward to take the utmoſt Care of him in 
Times of Tribulation; even to the venturiag 
her own Life for his Eſcape, Liberty or Pre- 
ſervation. She fears running no Kiſques for 
his dear Sake. No Jayls can hold her; no 
Confinements can detain her; no Travels can 
daunt her; no Mountains can deter her from 
paſſing through Deſarts, Wilderneſſes, or the 
Wilds of Hardſhip, to come at her beloved 
Spouſe, and obtain her Deſire with Joy. Is 
her dear Husband fick? She's his conſtant 
Nurſe. Is he well? She's his chearful Com- 
panion. Is he at Home? She's his inſeparable 
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Houſe-Keeper. Is he gone Abroad ? She's his 
faithful Remembrancer and Manager both of 
his Domeſtick and Foreign Affairs; never out 
of her Mind, neglected or forgotten, upon the 
longeſt Journey out af Sight. The one is as 
the Shadow of the other's Body; never ſepa- 
rate, never aſunder. Abſent or preſent, he 
is the ſole delightful Darling of her Heart ; 
and will be ever ſo, to her dying Day. 

II. SHE will do him no Evil, while ſhe breaths 
in the World. A bleſſed Wife! Not to ſay 
a better than ever was in Paradiſe. Thanks 
be to Chriſtianity for our Regeneration. We 
- muſt bleſs God for all Benefits; and glory in 
the holy Trinity for our Creation, Redempti- 
on, and SanRification, She will never tempt 
her Husband to taſte of any forbidden Fruit, 
She will not ſuffer him to ſin, if ſhe can 
help it, by eating his own Shame : but adviſe 
him ſincerely againſt doing any Evil himſelf, 
and convince him of the Truth of her Coun- 
ſel, Innocence and Uprightneſs, by her own 
good Example. Far be it from her Virtue, 
ever to meditate the leaſt Harm, ill Will or 
Malice, Revenge, Frand, or Deccit againſt her 
Second-Selt; and to riſe up in Judgment a- 
gainſt her own Bowels, or rebel againſt her 
own Fleſh and Blood. She was not deſcend- 
ed from ſuch a viperine Brood, or ſuch a 
Cadmean Race of Self- Murderers. She owns no 
ſuch froward Pedigree, nor untoward Genealo- 
y She is of a more generous Extract, and 
nobler Generation; of a milder Temper, and 
a more modeſt Behaviour from her Birth. To 
throw Reflections, caſt Reproaches, or baſely 
revile her Spouſe, is quite ont of the Way of 
ker good Nature; which lies far diſtant from the 
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common Road of Ribaldry. This Evil of the 
Tongue ſhe avoids by her natural Diſpoſition, 
as religiouſly as if it was in her Litany; to 
be deliver'd from all ſuch vile Practices of 
Wedlock and Prophanations of Marriage. She 
never allows her Actions to be diſagreeable 
to her beſt Thoughts, or to contradict the 
kindeſt Profeſſions of her conjugal Duty. Her 
Hands and Feet and Tongue, are all under 
the ſame ſtrict Government of her wiſer Head. 
Her Heart never goes aſtray from her law- 
ful Husband; eicher to forget her Vow by 
any Defilement, or to forſake her Duty by 
any Diſguſt. It cannot excite her to part Beds 
with him upon every little Pett or Provoca- 
tion; nor permit her to wander out of the 
Way of ſtrictly worſhiping him with her Body, 
as well as Mind, till the final Separation of 
Death. She ſcorns ever to be unreaſonably 
jealous of his exa& Love and Virtue; or to 
entertain the leaſt groundleſs Suſpicion of his 
Continency, Conduct and Fidelity, upon a raſh 
Judgment, without any Cauſe, as well as Con- 
viction. This would be the greateſt Evil ſhe 
could do him in his good Character and Live- 
lihood. It would ſtrike at the Root of his riſing 
Fortune or Preferment. In a Word, ſhe knows 
better Things than to breed ill Blood, or cre- 
ate everlaſting Heart-Burnings and reciprocal 
Uneaſineſſes, like to be intail'd upon the ho- 
nourable Family, during her whole Life, thro? 
a miſtaken Jealouſy. 
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VERSE XIII. 


1 SHE fſeeketh Wool, and Flax, and work- 
eth willingly with her Hands. 


PARAPHRASE. 


1EHOLD the daily Imployment 
of this good Woman ! Her profi- 
table Handy-Works! How indu- 
ſtrious and diligent ſhe is in the 
Operations of her Hands; ſeek- 
ing Wool and Flax, to imploy 
her ſelf in ſuch uſeful Exerciſes as may con- 
duce to her own private Intereſt or the pub- 
Iick Advantage! She is prone to any Profit, 
and forward to any beneficial Labour. She 
does not think it in the leaſt unworthy of 
her Leiſure-Time, to condeſcend to the mean- 
eſt Offices, either of Carding, Spinning or Knit- 
ting, for the Service of her thriving Houſe 
and flouriſhing Family. She immediately ſets 
other People to work too, with ſuitable In- 
couragements, upon making ſtrong Woollen-Cloth 
and fine Linen, either for the Uſe of her 
Husband, Children and Servants, or for the 
more general Good of Mankind, and common 
Benefit of the World. Her idle Hours, ſhe 
believes, cannot be better ſpent than in ſome 
ſuch laborious Performances; which muſt needs 
produce as much Profit as they deſerve Praiſe 
for her Pains. See her frankly putting her 
own diligent Hands to the Diſtaff, the Needle, 


the foul Linen, or leſs delightful Things at 
Home; 
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Home; and you will ſoon find her to be an 
incomparable, careful or commendable Houſe- 
wife, in her ſedulous Way of Living, and 
aſſiduouſly providing for her Domeſtick Wel- 
fare: Inceſſantly laborious, and ſtudious of 
other People's, as well as her own Advance- 
ment ; not only making a Diverſion of her 
Induſtry, to get a competent Maiatenance and 
Livelihood for her Houſhold ; but alſo pre- 
paring a ſufficient Stock both of Linens and 
Moollens, by her own active Ingenuity, as con- 
venient for the Merchant, as neceſſary for the 
decenf Array of her whole Family! How 
freely does ſhe clap her buſy Hands to the 
Jabouring Oar, at every ſervile Turn about 
her Houſe ; not excepting a Spit, or a Spoon, 
or a dirty Ladle for better Uſe! Her Cook» 

is admirable; her Chambers clean; and her 
Kitchin lies like a Paradiſe. There is no Un- 
cleanneſs about her, either of Body or of 
Mind. She quickly waſhes away all ſuch filthy 
Impurities and Sluttiſhneſſes of her Maid-Ser- 
vants. And not only ſo; but ſhe alſo exerts 
her Faculties of Induſtry, as well as Order and 
Decency, upon all Occaſions of Improvement, 
and applies her moſt ſtudious Powers to the fla- 
viſh Work of manufacturing either Flax or Wool, 
for the Benefit of any Dealer in ſuch uſeful Com- 
modities: managing the good Product of them 
both, with the greateſt Pleaſure as well as Di- 
ligence. Her natural Inclination excites a 
Willingneſs in her Mind, to undertake any 
domeſtick Drudgery or neceſſary Imployment; 
to render her ſelf a prudent and perfect Houſe- 
Keeper, in the good Opinion of her well-be- 
loved Spouſe, or Eye of the induſtrious World, 
by her excellent Handy-Works. 

REMARKS. 
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' FF DLENESS, according to the ancient Phi- 

loſophers, as well as modern Divines, was 
ever reckon'd the grand Enemy of all Virtue, 
and juſtly reputed the Deſtroyer of all honeſt 
Perſeverance : without which, we can perform 
no Undertaking with Succeſs, and finiſh no 
good Work of Honour, Credit or Intereſt ; 
but muſt naturally fink into Vice, and ſenſibly 
dwindle into Diſgrace or Imperfection. They 
that do nothing, ſays Cicero, will ſoom learn 
to do Ill; and let both their Bodies and 
their Minds languiſh into Slothfulneſs, which 
is the greateſt Slayery of the Soul. It has no 
Liberty nor Activeneſs in ſuch a lazy Lethargy. 
Its Operations are all lull'd a-ſleep; fall'n in- 
to a Fit; or, as it were, dead with Drowſi- 
neſs. The Senſes are then benumb'd ; the Un- 
derſtanding, ſtupity'd; the Judgment, ſtunn'd; 
and the Wil, deprav'd, drawn into Bondage, or 
driven into Captivity: with no more Freedom 


left than a lifeleſs Lump or a breathleſs Car- 


caſe. Idleneſs is the great Seminary of Sin, 
and Nurſery of [piety : unnatural to Reaſon, 
and peccant againſt the very Rules of our 
Birth. We were born to work. Labour was 
intaild upon us by the Sweat of Adam's 
Brow. The Roman Law ſoffer'd no Body to 
walk the Streets, without wearing a Badge of 
his Trade; by which he got his Livelihood. 
Marcus Aurelius one Day, could not find one 
idle Perſon in all the City to carry him a 
Letter, with no {mall Woaderment. It is re- 
ported of the famous Scipio, that he was never 


leſs quiet than when he was ſo; never idle 
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the Common-Wealth, or never diſengag'd from 
Study; but could always find ſomething to 
do worth his Labour, in his greateſt Solita- 
rineſs or Retirement. Nature requires us to 
work-out our temporal Support and Mainte- 
nance, as well as our ſpiritual Warfare, Safe- 
ty, and Salvation. Action muſt be joyn'd to 
Study and Contemplation, to render a Life 
compleatly happy; to make it either uſeful, 
rofitable, or even rational. Pythagoras advis'd 
his Scholars to take Heed, mot ro ſit upon 4 
Buſhel : That is, to avoid Sloth and Lazineſs. 
His Diſciples knew their own Welfare better, 
than to diſobey his Commands. Soth often 
proves the Plague or the Bane of Countries, 
Kingdoms and Common-Wealths. To redreſs 
the great Grievances of it, the cApyptians 
imploy'd their idle People in building thoſe 
wonderful Pyramids of Old, to the Number 
of 360,008 Men, for the Space of Twenty 
Years ſucceſſively at Work. To prevent the 
dangerous Effects of it, the Roman Generals 
and Emperors uſed to find Work enough for 
their lazy Soldiers or indolent Subjects, either 
in making long Marches, digging unneceſlary 
Trenches, or cutting uſetul Canals: As Adrian 
did into France, Germany and Aſia, to keep 
them in good Diſcipline, as Marius did along 
the River Rhone, to ingage them in honeſt 
Action; and as Claudius did upon finiſhing the 
famous Fucinus, to furniſh Rome with excellent 
Water. Jo correct the pernicious Conſequences 
of it, Gelon King of Syracuſe led his flothful 
People oftentimes into the Fields, to till the 
Ground, and to learn how to plant as well 
as fight ; not only that the Earth might be 
the better for their Latour, but alſo for _ 
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of their falling into Cowardice and Fffeminacy | 
through Jdleneſs, for want of military Work 
or good honeſt Exerciſe. Plutarch obſerves, as 
cloſe ſtanding motionleſs Waters quickly putrify ; 
unactive Perſons ſooneſt corrupt and ſtink for | 
want of exerciſing their Faculties. It is La- | 
bour that muſt keep them ſweet and clean. - 
Talents will eaſily ruſt ; or loſe their Beauty, 
Vigour and Worth, unimploy'd. Luxury and 
Laxzineſs can only he conquer'd by hard La- 
bour. Seneca aſcribes all Victory, Conqueſt or 
Succeſs, to Care and Vigilancy. The Poet im- 
putes all Fortune's Favours to Diligence, Cou- 
rage and Conſtancy. MHeſiod places Swear before 
Virtue; and bids the painful Husbandman make 
his Vows to Jupiter and Ceres, with his Hand 
upon the Plow-Tail; if he expects any Profit 
or plentiful Harveſt by it. For otherwiſe, 
the Proverbs will read his Deſtiny ; Chap. XXIV. 
Ver. 30, 31. I paſſed by the Field of the Sloth- 
ful, and went by the Vineyard of the Man void 
of Underſtanding. And lo! It was all grown over 
with Thorns, and Nettles had cover'd the Face © 
thereof, and the Stone-Wail thereof was broken „ 
down. He muſt be quite deſtitute of common b 
Reaſon; who does not diligently keep his 
Houſe in good Repair, free from the Breaches of ß 
Wind, Water or Weather; his Land in good 
Order, free from the over-running of Weeds, 
Briars or Thorns; and his Eſtate in good © 
Condition, free from Incumbrances, Cankers, | 
or Caterpillars. Negligence produces nothing 
but Barrenneſs of Proviſions, and the Want 
of common Neceſſaries of Life. He that will 
take no Pains, cannot fairly hope for any Pro- 
fit. JIdleneſs brings a Man at laſt to Poverty, 


and makes him a Mendicant. It is a Beggar's 
Life ; 
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Life; who makes a Trade of it, and gets his 
daily Bread by it: though he does not de- 
ſerve an Alms as his Due, no any other 
Livelihood but in the Work-Houſtd. Sloth does 
not only hurt the Soul, but likewiſe impair 
the Health of the Body. A reſty Indolence 
and Careleſneſs are much more prejudicial to 
Life than painful Exerciſes. Supineneſs and 
Stupidity ſieken all Injoyments, make the Pa- 
late inſi pid, and nauſeate the Stomach. They 
diſreliſn all Pleaſures into a Diſguſt or an 
Indigeſtion. No Conſtitution requires continual 
Reſt or perpetual Sleep; which are full of 
Diſadvantages, Diſeaſes and Dangers next Door 
to Death. This is the laſt End of Lazineſs. 
The fleepy Sluggard may go to the Piſmire 
for better Inſtruction, and learn more Wiſ- 
dom at an Ant-Hill. But he never thinks of 
To-morrow, as if it would never come in Ear- 
neſt ; but lives like a helpleſs Drone, a worthleſs 
Dormouſe, or an unweildy flow Dromedary in 
Summer, and lies ſtarving by his own unthrifty 
Slothfulneſs, as a ſenſeleſs, unwary, unthinking 
Fool of an Aſs in Winter: and perhaps dies 
too for Want of daily Food, Suſtenance or Pro- 
viſion. I can compare him to nothing worſe 
than thoſe liſtleſs, lazy, lifeleſs People of Con- 
ceit; who think much to move a Foot or 
wag a Finger, for fear of ſpraining their 
Arms or breaking their Legs. They dare not 
look out of their Eye-lids for fear of hurt 
ing their Sight, or are afraid of ſpeaking at 
all, (as if they were Tongue-ty'd) for fear of 
ſpoiling their Voices: Whereas many good 
Offices, and honeſt Duties of Humanity, might 
not only preſerve them both as well, but like- 
wiſe imploy them to much better Adyantage 
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in Society, upon any uſeful Converſation or 
more profitable Buſineſs. Hide thy Life, ſays 
an Epicareay ; but a wiſer Moraliſt ſmartly con- 
futes his or. Tis diſhoneſt to live to thy 
ſelf only, for thy own Satisfaction; and no 
Body ever the better for it. Art thou vici- 
ous? Shew thy ſelf Abroad; to be admoniſhed, 
corrected and cur'd of the Evi! by thy Bet- 
ters: that thou may'ſt repent and reform thy 
Manners by other Mens greater Wiſdom. 
Art thou virtuous? Appear in Publick, to in- 
ſtruct other idle Offenders in humane Society; 
by ſhewing them the good Example of thy 
induſtrious Well-doing, and giving them plain 
Demonſtrations of the Juſtice, Honour, Hone- 
ſy, Profit and Improvement of thy laborious 
buſy Life. Truth, Diligence, and ingenuous 
Dealing, never yet was afraid of Day-Light, 
nor requir'd any Lurking-Holes. Living in 
Obſcurity, like a Recluſe, without any ſtudions 


Application of the Mind to Philoſophy, Piety or 


Learning, for the publick Good, ſeldom proves 
elther Moral or Religious. Such an uncultiva- 
ted Life, is like a barren Tree that bears no 
Frait ! | 
FROM theſe Remarks we may obſerve, 
that this foul 7dleneſs both of Body and Mind, 
is the moſt unfruitful, unprofitable, and unna- 
tural Vice; ſo odious and irkſome to a vir- 
tuous Woman, that ſhe ſtands in Need of no 
Arguments to perſwade her to avoid it, and 
imploy her ſelf in ſome induſtrious Piece of good 
Houſemif'ry. She does it of her own willing Mind, 
without any Body's Deſire or Inſtigation, and 
readily ſets-up a Linen or Woollen Manufacture 
of her own Accord: to which uſeful Under- 
taking, ſhe applies her own Hands with - 
| muc 
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much Dexterity, as well as Willingneſs and 
good Inclination, that it plainly appears, ſhe 
does not only delight in the Work, but like- 
wife in Diligence it ſelf, and honeſt Imploy- 
ment. It is certain, that the greateſt Women, 
either of Birth, Quality or Character, in for- 
mer Days, when Vice was out of Faſhion, (as 
appears by ſeveral old Authors, as well as 
this ſacred Leſſon) made it their Buſineſs to 
exerciſe themſelves conſtantly in ſuch like no- 
table Manufactures as are here mention'd; and 
That too, with ſo much Induſtry, Forwardneſs 
or Propenſion, as we find highly prais'd in 
their Books, and gloriouſly ſet forth in this 
holy Panegyrick, by Way of Oppoſition to that 
vile Character given of the Sluggard's Averſi- 
on to all Virtue and Goodneſs; Prov. Cha 
XXI. Ver. 25. The Deſire of the Slothful killeth 
him: for his Hands refuſe to labour. 

I. INDUSTRY makes a great Addition 
to the Character and Reputation of a virtuous 
Wife. It ingages all her Powers and Faculties 
to be doing Good to her Neighbours and 
Friends, as well as her ſelf and ſober Family. 
She is always caſting her watchful Eye about 
her Affairs at Home, and vigilantly finding- 
out ſomething of Profit or Advantage, not on- 
ly to exerciſe her own buſy Genius, but like- 
wiſe ingage other People's idle Hands for 
Want of Work. Action and Buſineſs are her 
choſen Delights, which ſhe daily improves to 
ſome notable Emolument or conſiderable Gain. 
She looks upon Jaleneſs with Diſdain, as the 
Impertinence of humane Life, and reckons it 
the very productive Root of all Evil, but ut- 
terly barren of any good Fruit, and void of 
bearing Virtue by a Curſe. In fhorc, ſhe 
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eſteems it at leaſt the fatal Forerunner of 
Poverty, Diſgrace and Sterility of Fortune ; 
not to ſay worſe on't. Sloth is her natural 
Averſion; turns her Stomach, and makes her 
ſick, either of her own Diet, or other Peo- 
ple's Sluttiſhneſs in the Cookery, Lo! How 
willingly ſhe goes to Work, upon Choice, in 
all Capacities, either Private or Publick ; as 
buſy as the laborious Bee, and as active as 
the cheerful Light, in Order either to make 
the ſweeteſt Honey from the bittereſt Herbs, 
or to produce the moſt beneficial Buſineſs of 
the Day from the heavieſt Burdens. Nothing 
can eſcape her induſtrious Hands; no Difficul- 
ties can overcome her diligent Enterprizes. 
She winds and turns her Money to the beſt 
Improvement; makes a Pound of a Peny in 
Time by her advantageous Dealing, and brigh- 
tens every ſplendid Shilling of it at laſt into 
better Metal, by her golden Management of 
gaining in Trade. It is worth our Obſervati- 
on to conſider, what a vaſt Account ſhe muſt 
make of her Flax and her Wool, or other me- 
chanical Wares, and profitable Works, that ſhe 
deals in, ſo well manag'd with incomparable 
Prudence; whereby ſhe muſt needs prove the 
greateſt Gainer imaginable, vpoa the Return 
of her Diligence, in Requital for her Pains. 
Riches muſt ineyitably be her Reward. 

II. HER excellent Hou/ewif'ry alſo appears 
as remarkable as her Trafick. Her Commerce 
Abroad, without doubt, is always unexcepti- 
onably good; but her Care and Conduct at 
Home muſt be much better. It is the main Card 
of her Life ſhe has to play, to look to her good 
Family in the firſt Place; and to ſee that 
all be right there; in decent Order, and well 
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provided for in all Points. of Negeſſity, In- 
ſtruction, or good Diſcipline. That is the prin- 
cipal Matter of her Concern, and the moſt 
important Duty of her conjugal Life; which 
ſhe faithfully diſcharges with the greateſt Di- 
ligence and Regard. It is true, ſhe delights 
in making Work for the Poor of all forts in 
general, as well as Carders, Spinners or Weavers 
in particular; mightily incouraging our own 
IVoollen Manufactories, either by cloathing her; 
private Houſhold, or fupplying the Publick 
with her own peculiar Handy-work. And yet 
ſhe does not diſdain to wear Callico's, as well 
as other People, upon Occaſion, for a Change ; 
but eſpecially thoſe of her Native Country's: 
making: For ſlie is a profeſs'd Enemy to the 
Importation of any Foreign Goods or Com- 
modities whatſoever, that tend to the manifeſt 
Prejudice of thoſe of our own Production, 
rowth, Cultivating, Improving, or Finiſhing 
or Sale. But then ſhe never neglects her more 
neceſſary Buſineſs at Home, to promote any 
fantaſtical Fopperies, or ſet-up any new, Fa- 
ſhions of Apparel Abroad. She makes a Trade 
of her Virtue, Prudence and Induſtry by Ex- 
ample. In fine, ſhe approves her ſelf to be 
one of the moſt laborious, as well as virtuous 
Penelope's of the Age: Nothing could take chat 
famous Lady off from the Purſuit of her Di- 
Leence ; neither Love, nor Money, nor Mar- 
riage could tempt her to part with her Fide- 
lity; upon the ſtrongeſt Report of her Hus- 
band's Death, who had been gone away many 
Years to Troy : till a Web of Cloth ſhe had in hand 
to weave, was finiſu d. And by that Means, un- 
ravelling in the Night what was done in the 
Day, ſhe fairly * the fond . 
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her falſe Admirers; who would not orfly 
have diverted her Work, but alſo corrupt- 
ed her Chaſtity. Thus fhe labour'd ſtill, and 
not in vain, by the Sequel of the Story : 
for her dear WUyſes return'd at length 
to reward her Virtue, and deſervedly flew all 
thoſe defigning Ruſſans, or troubleſome Rivals 
of his Happineſs during his Abſence. 

BUT however, nothing can be more viſi- 
ble than the ſedulous Care of her great Fa- 


mily. Her Husband's Good and her Children's 


Benefit, is the chief Conſideration of her 
Soul. See how aſſiduouſly ſhe is contriving 
for their Decency and Welfare! She is con- 
tinually mending or making of Linen for their 
Uſe. Their Woollens are well made, and well 
kept in good Repair. Behold their Dreſs! Ic 
is exact, neat and clean. There is not a Hole, 
a Rent or a Flaw to be found in their Gar- 
ments. Their whole Garb is all of a Piece, 
intirely elegant and praiſe-worthy like Her ſelt. 
She never ſuffers them to go in Mourning 
for want of the Waſher Woman. She cannot 
endure there ſhould be a Stitch wanting in 
their Clothes, nor a neceſſary Pin to make 
their Habits exactly agreeable to her own Ni- 
cety. According to her decent Humour, their 
Attire muſt never be looſe, dirty or diſſolute. 
She dreſfes them all by the Zooking-Glaſs of 


| her own Modeſty, Cleanlineſs and Elegancy. 


Their Neatneſs of Carriage and diſcreet Be- 
haviour, is only a Copy of their excellent 
Mother; and ſhe her ſelf is the Original. She 
will never let their Bellies fare. worſe than 
their Backs neither ; by providing their daily 
Food for them, as far as is convenient or ne- 
ceſſary for their Health, Support and Happi- 
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neſs. She will indulgently cheriſh her Hus- 
band, nouriſh his Children, and nurſe them 
both in all Conditions of Life, or Circum- 
ſtances of Indiſpofition. As to their Souls, 
ſhe will take Care to make them all religi- 
ous, after her own Likenefs: watchful in 
Prayer, and fervent in Devotion; vigilant in 
Piety, and induſtrious in good Works; perfect- 
ly upright, holy and heavenly-minded, Thus 
the becomes the very careful Manufacturer of all 
Felicity in her fleecy and well-cloath'd Family: 
{o that by diligently cultivating the Genteel- 
neſs of their Habits, the Preſervation of their 
Bodies, and the Proſperity of their Fortunes, 
3s well as the Peace of their Minds and the 
Conſolation of their Souls; ihe makes her ſelf 
the moſt compleat Houſewife of the World. 


VERSE XIV. 


SHE is like the Merchant-Ships; ſhs 
bringeth her Food from a-far. 


PARAPHRASE. 


——— Virtuous, careful, trading Wife, may 
5 <} well be compar'd to the ſtout and 
„ | fall-fraighted Ships of induſtrious 
EL, Merchants, that go to Sea in Queſt 
of ſome honeſt Gain and good Ad- 
vantage. They fail Abroad through the vaſt 
Ocean in all Winds and Weathers, to bring 
Home the richeſt Goods and moſt curious 
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Merchandiſe” of both Indien. Upon their ſafe 
Return, they furniſh our Houſes not only 
with excellent Food and Rayment, but alſo 
better Things ſometimes; as Gold and Silver, 
Pearls and precious Stones, Jewels and Dia— 
monds: enough to adorn a whole Kingdom, 
or make à Court appear illuſtriouſly fine 
and ſplendid. The Gold of Ophir is not more 
valuable in Commerce, than ſuch an jogenu— 
ous merchandiſing Woman is in her happy Fa- 
mily, by her notable Adventures, or rate [n- 
ventions for raiſing. the Honour and inriching 
the State of her Husband, to the laſt Degree 


of Commendation. She will deal to the far- 


theſt Parts of the Univerie, by Sea or I and, 
to do him Good, and maintain her Children 
handſomly in the World. She never ſticks at 
any honeſt Hazard or laudable Hardſhip, up- 
on an Undertaking of Profit and Advantage, 


to get them their daily Food, either from a- 


far or nearer Hand; either in Foreign Climates, 


-or the moſt diſtant Places of her Native 


Country, for their Welfare, their Benefit and 
Satisfaction. She trades, as it were, with her 
Wiſdom, Piety and Diligence. She ſpreads 
her Fame, and diffuſes her Induſtry ſo far, 
that at laſt ſhe brings Home the rich Cargo, 


or the golden Fleece (as I may ſay) ſufficient 


not only to feed and maintain, but likewiſe to 
advance and glorify the Fortune of her weal- 
thy Family, Her Goodneſs is known far and 
near, over the Alps and beyond Hercules's Pil- 
lars, as well as at Home, or throughout her 
own Native Country: Her Beaury, Prudence 
and Fortitude, are celebrated all over the Eartn 
as well as the Ocean. In ſhort, ſhe fears no 
Shipwracks by violent Storms or a A 
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dreads neither Scylla nor Charybdis, neither 
Gulphs, Sands, Sholes, Shelves nor Rocks, ei- 
ther within or without the Srreights; and ne- 
ver miſcarries, either in her Yoyare or her 
Virtue, for the better Injoyment of her hap- 
Py Spouſe at Home: having the ſpecial In- 
ſurance of Heaven for her Safety and Succeſs. 
She ventures at All by Fer Courage, thtough 
the greateſt Dangers and Difficulties. Nothing 
venture, nothing vave, ſhe knows by the Proverb. 
No faint Heart ever won ſuch a fair Lady, 
or ſuch a fine Lord, in either Reſpect. Di- 
vine Providence bleſſes all her thriving and 
induſtrious Indeavours, for her Care, Conſtan- 
cy and Fidelity. Humane Prudence directs 
and proſpers all her Doings or Imployments. 
In fine, the San, Moon and Stars ſeem to fa- 
your her diligent Trafhck, incourage her ho- 
reſt Enterprizes; and ſecure her lawful Im- 
port into the Haven of Happineſs, as well as 
Wealth, Riches and Honour, upon her glori- 
ons Arrival, and fafe Return to her fortunate 
Iſland. 


REVARKS. 


A N is naturally inclin'd firſt to find out 

his moſt Sovereign Good, and after that, 

is forcibly drawn into the Search of all other 
Thiags; which -he eſteems moſt advantageous 
in this World, either for his Pleaſure or Pro- 
fit. Every one has his own Delight and pe- 
culiar Election. His natural Affections carry 
him to the Deſire of Variety. Curioſity in- 
deed tending to the Benefit of a right Un- 
derſtanding in humane Affairs, is not only re- 
quiſite, but * abſolutely neceſſary 
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to ſhew our Prudence. Nevertheleſs it muſt not 
be imploy'd upon vile Things, vain Superflui- 
ties, or vicious Novelties. Novelty often cauſes 
the greateſt Error of the Judgment, in pre- 
ferring thoſe Dainties or Fancies that are far 
fetch'd and dear-bought, before better Things 
of a more ſolid and ſubſtantial Value; of a 
more cheap, common or familiar Uſe, La- 
dies indeed may be allow'd to judge thus ; 
but Men ought to have more Reaſon in their 
Choice. A good Life requires no ſuch Vani- 
ties; according to that excellent Precept in 
Apollos Temple, nothing too much. Solon advi- 
ſes us to love nothing more than enough. Pit- 
tacus deſires us to do all Things by a Mediocri- 
2h that is, with Moderation. Theſe wiſe 
ayings well underſtood and practis'd, might 
regulate our Prudence, both in our ſpiritual 
Gitts and Goods, either of Body, Soul or Fortune, 
with perfect Diſcretion. They would prevent 
a great many vain Curioſities, in ſearching and 
prying into Supernaturals, far above the Reach 
of humane Capacity, Knowledge or Compre- 
henſion. A Man blinds himſelf by too near 
an InſpeQtion into the Sun's Beams. Too cu- 
rious a Search deprives him both of the Light 
within and without, and leaves him at laſt 
in utter Darkneſs. Myſteries of Faith are veil'd 
from our weak Eyes. The Arcana's of God 
are not to be pluckt out of Heaven by An- 
gels, and much leſs by Men. His Secrets 
cannot be diſcover'd or betray'd by Mortals. 
Such vain prying Tempers, and over-curious 
Reſearches, ' are never laudable or religious. 
They are too inquiſitive that ſeek for any o- 
ther Beginning of all Things, than God, It 
js ſporting with Divinity, and making a Ban- 
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ter of Eternity by their wild Notions: as if 
any Thing coul be from it ſelf, or before it mas; 
which proves the firſ# Original, Eternal Cauſe 
and Creator of all Beings: Of Three ſuch bold 
Inquirers, One is ſure to be an Atheiſt; as the 
Proverb ſays of the Phyſicians. Let them re- 


member Ariſtotle's Fate of drowning himſelf 


at Euripus in Eubea, for want of underſtand- 
ing the Reaſon of the Flux and Reflux of 
the Sea; or Pliny's, of being burnt to Death 
at Mount Aongibel in Sicily, for want of 
knowing the Cauſe of thoſe terrible Fires and 
flaming Eruptions 1a the Country: Both un- 
done by their own pernicious Curioſities and 
Conceits. Chriſtian Philoſophers and wiſer The- 
ologues, ought. to know themſelves better than 
to make too near Approaches to the Deity; 
ought to remain ignorant or reſt in Faith, 
rather than be too curious or unbelieving; 
and to ſtudy their own finite Imperfections, 
more than Infinites or Incomprehenſibles. The 
tranſcendent Perfection of God, is ſufficient for 
all Things that do not imply a flat Contra- 
diction to his eſſential. Nature; from whence 
aroſe the general true Belief of the bleſſed 
Trinity: Which, for that very Reaſon, as well 
as Revelation, ought to be univerſal againſt all 
ſuch deluded and incredulous Hereticks. Much 
Good may their vain Novelties do them! If 
they can digeſt thoſe Arian, Socinian, or Athei- 
ſtical Doctrines, that have been broach'd of 
late Dayͤs. 

TRAVELLING indeed is ſometimes 
attended with its Inconveniencies, as well as 
Advantages of Knowledge Abroad. Ir often 
prevents the good Husbandry of our on 
Houſes, Lands and Affairs at Home; which 
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formerly made up the moſt part or the Feli- 


city of the golden Age. Hence came the ri- 
diculous Vanities of our Cloathing, Ornament 
and Foppery; the unreaſonable Superfluities 
of our Eating, Drinking and Nouriſhment ; 
the extravagant Faſhions of ſetting forth our 
Houſes with gaudy Furniture and unprofitable 
Moveables, fitter for ontward Shew than any 
real ' Uſe. Hence proceeded the fond Vagaries 
of leaving our own native Climate for new 
Fangles, and Foreign Fanfarons; to get ill 
Habits or foul Diſeaſes; to learn ill Cuſtoms 
or falſe Politicks; to bring Home ill Manners 
or worſe Languages; and to fall at laſt into 
ill Company or the worſt Corruptions of all 
Virtue, ' Juſtice and Religion. Hence aroſe 
that dangerous Mixture of Strangers with our 
ſelves; making a Medley of the Natives, ta- 
king the Bread out of their Mouths, and 
tranſplanting their Riches. For it is notori- 
ous, that Joſeph in a ſtrange Land was al- 
ways progging and providing for his own 


Country. Egypt could not contain his Wealth. 


But he had the beſt Authority for ſo Doing. 
We lodge Foreigners under our own Roots. 
We give them Houſe and Harbour. We recom- 


mend them to Work and Imployment. We 


prefer them to publick Poſts, Places or Pen- 
fions. We like nothing but their Kickſhaws, 
Novelties and Inventions. We love them al- 
moſt better than our ſelves: though we can 
learn nothing of them but the Art of Diſſem- 
bling in Dealing, or Cozening, and Incroach- 
ment in Point of Trade. It is well if the 

do not make it their Buſineſs at laſt to ef- 
fect either our Ruine or Repentance, But 
they can never work us ont of the King, 
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dom. Lycurgs, the great Law-Giver, would 
not ſuffer the Lacedemonians to converſe with 


Strangers, nor traffick with Foreigners; for 
fear of growing poor in their own Virtues, 


by being inrich'd with the others ſuperfluoys. 
Commodities. The learned Romans thought 
they loſt by their Conqueſts and Victories in 


Aſia; through the Medes and Perſians intailing 
their curious Vices upon the triumphant Ar- 
my, or inſlaving its Valour and Virtue by 
their effeminate Delights, which they brough 
Home with their Laurels. | 


BUT, Navigation is a moſt uſeful and proſita- 
hle Study. This excellent Att was firſt invented | 


for the publick Good of all Countries, and the 
Benefit of all Mankind. Trading with Stran- 
gers by Sea, for an honeſt Profit, is.a Bond 
of humane Society, as well as Peace and Pro- 
ſperity among different Nations; by inter- 
changing or exchanging, buying or ſelling, 
commuting or communicating their Commodi- 
ties to one another, for their mutual Advay- 


tage: provided always, that we export Things 


= ſuperfluous or unneceſſary to Foreign Markets, 


and import Things highly neceſſary or ſer- 
Viceable to cur own native Country. But be- 
fore ever we undertake any ſuch Voyage, we 
ought to be well-ſtock'd with Wiſdom and 


Experience, for Fear of Foreign Infection, the 
Corruption of our Manners, or making Mer- 


cChandiſe of Vice rather than Virtue among, 
Strangers. We ſhould firſt ſtudy hard to know 


the Wants and Imperfections of our own Coun- 


try, in Order to repleniſh thoſe Scarcities, and 


{vpply thoſe Deficiencies with the moſt pro- 


A fitable Commodities from Abroad. The Im- 


portation of Foreign Merchant: Gocds may bg 
A | ET | very 
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very commendable; but the Exportation of 
them again, as Holland does, muſt be much 
better, and redouble our Gain: if not Cent 


er Cent, yet with huge Advantage. All ho- 


neſt 'Traffickers from a- far, ought to have a 
ſtri& Eye, and a particular Regard to the 
greateſt Good or Proſperity of the Royal Ex- 
change in their Voyages. Gold and Silver, 
which can only really make the Kingdom a 
Half-Peny the richer, are better worth im- 
ting in Bullion than Eaſt- India-Ware ; than 
ilks, Sattins or Tapeſtries; than Pictures, 
Paintings or Perfumes; than Delicacies of Diet, 
Provocations of Voluptuouſneſs, or Incentives 
of Luxury. Our trafficking Lady deals in no 
ſuch unneceſſary Vanities or uſeleſs Merchan- 
diſe. No Curioſity of this Kind can be good; 
but only that of more honeſt, uſeful and pro- 
fitable Things, either in Heaven, Earth, Air, 


Fire or Water, according to the Capacity of 


our Judgment, which may be moſt neceſſary 
for us to know, wear, eat, drink, or help us 
to live well and happily in the World. It is 
but a meer Folly, as the Comick Poet ſays, to 
make Sleep fo dear, which God freely gave us 
«tis; by inriching our Beds with ſo much 
ſt of Gold and Silver: as if they contri- 
buted any Thing to the Eaſineſs of our Pil- 
lows, the Softneſs of our Bolſters, or the Sweet- 
neſs of our Reſt, It is nothing but a wan- 
ton Novelty of Mind, that makes us ſeek for 
thoſe Rarities of outlandiſh Dealers, which we 
may have better, cheaper and more commo- 
dious at our own Haven, or in our own Ter- 
ritories, without ever going out of Port for 
them upon dangerous Bottoms. It is only a 
ridiculous Fancy, like labouring in Vain, fool- 
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ſtance and catching at the Shadow; to leave 
the more ſolid Food upon Choice for ſome 
Foreiga Dainties, or airy Kickſhaws at our 
ſuperfluous Tables. For in theſe. RR 
both at Bed and Board, we are generally a 


to be too nice, curious, extravagant, . profuſe. or 


yain-glorious. However, we need be beholden 
to other Countries but for very few Bleſlings 
or Delicacies. Happy England, if ſhe knew 
her own Happineſs ! 
AFTER all, this excellent Houſew:fe, you 
ſee, is not only forward to take any Pains 
her ſelf; but likewiſe willing to ſhew a g 
Example to others by her own Induſtry, She 
ſets them a Pattern to copy after; and gives 
them a Sample, as it were, of her beſt Mer- 
chandiſe, to traffick by in the World. She 
teaches them by her ingenious Manufactures, 
how to maintain their Families without an 
great Expence. She carries-on a benefici 
Trade for Foreign Commodities in exchange 
for her own; and thereby increaſes her Hus- 
band's Wealth, as if he really traded to the 
South-Sea, or ſet out a Fleet of Merchant-Ships 
to fetch them Home from far diſtant Coun» 
tries: ſo that ſhe may be truly ſaid. to vie 
with the beſt Merchants in the City for Dili- 
gence, upon ſailing like a Ship over the wide 
Ocean, or indeavouring to eſtabliſh . a; more 
univerſal Commerce. She exerts her utmoſt 
Power throughout the whole Compaſs both 
of Sea and Land; conſtantly imbarking in all 
uſeful Affairs and fruitful Negotiations, to get 
a competent Livelihood, or to better her Con- 
dition; inceſſantly taking Pains, either at Home 
or in far Countries, to inhance the Proſperity 


. mall f 
204 Lemivel's Leſſor 
and Welfare of her flouriſhing Houſe. She be- 
comes the greateſt Negoriatrix of the Uni- 
verſe, according to her Faculties. In ſhort, 
ſhe makes her ſelf the forwardeſt Volunteer 
in the Service of Virtue, Labour and Induſtry. 
Inſomuch that ſo virtucus a Wife, fuch a pru- 
dent Woman in trafficking, may well be com- 
rd to the richeft Ship and Cargo, for ma- 
ng of her Husband's Fortune, and Family, 
that ever yet came to England, | 
I. BY Sea, ſhe is her dear Spouſe's beſt 
Friend. She will accompany him as his lo— 
ving Mate or faithful Mariner in all Streights, 
Perils and Adventures Abroad : whether he be 
bound to France, Spain or Portugal; to Italy, 
Greece or Turky; to the Cape of good Hope, the 
Ganges, or even. Terra Auſtralis incognita; 
or to any Part of Europe, Aſia, Africa and Ameri- 
ca. She will imbark with him in all his hazard- 
ous Voyages, and Difficulties of Fortune. She 
will never leave him nor forſake him for Fear 
of any Dangers in the Deep. She will al- 
ways follow his Fate by Land or Water. 
The Love of her Hu5band counter-ballances 
all other Conſiderations or Apprehenſions of 
Diſaſter; and out-weighs the whole World in 
competition with his Happineſs. She will pur- 
ſve him with Kindneſs to the Grave, and ei- 
ther fix her Affections upon his Tomb- Stone, 
or not deſire to outlive his Funeral. How 
famous was Queen Hypſicrates, who follow'd her 
beloved Mithridates to the War; fought in 
Armour for him like a noble undaunted He- 
roine: and when he was beaten by Pompey, ac- 
company'd him in his Flight, to alleviate his 
Misfortune! The valiant Triara, Wife of Lu- 
cius Vitellus, dy'd bravely fighting by her Hus- 
band's Side in Battle. The deſperate (nes 
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ſo paſſionately lov'd her Spouſe Abradat iu, that 
me could not ſurvive him; but ſlew her {ſelf 
vpon his dead Body. The celebrated Sulpitia 
79 could not be reſtrain'd from venturing her 
Life and Fortune voluntarily through the Seas, 
to find out her dear baniſh'd Lentulus in At- 
fliction. The renown'd Artemiſia, after ber. 
Husband's Death, drank- op all the Aſhes of 
huis Body, and made her ſelf his living) Sepul- 
| chre: to ſhew that the Power of Love can 
ſometimes go farther than Mortality. The re- 
markable Piſca loved her ſick Spouſe better 
than her own Life; and finding his Diſtem- 
per incurable, bare him Company to Death. 


They both imbrac'd each other, and threw 
themſelves headlong together into the Sea. True 
» Love fears no Shipwracks, Dangers nor Death. 
p What ſignifies the Peril of being: drown'd to 
J & a faithful Lover, or to be bury'd with her 
” & Husband in a Salt Water-Wave ? They will 
" | live together to their dying Day. Their Hearts 
and Souls are inſeparable. Their united Paſ- 
„ions almoſt exceed the Power of Death it ſelf 
2 in Victory and Triumph. It can hardly part 
them. Eero and Leander will love ſtill, let 
n the Helleſpont be never ſo boiſterous, till they 
are both caſt away. They perhaps thought 
it their Happineſs to periſh together for Com- 
„ & pany; but their Fidelity and Amour will ever 
1 be immortal in Story. However, our virtuous 
15 Wife may perad venture prove a greater Fa- 
4 vourite of Neptune's, or a better Friend of 
2 Fupiter's, in her trafficking Voyages; and, by 
A God's Bleſſing, ſafely bring back again, not 
18 only her heloved Husband with Honour, but 
4 alſo a ſuitable Return of Riches, to the wiſh'd 


tor Shoar: which will be the making, of the 
fo Fortune of her glorious Family, as well as the 
a Re- 
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Reward of her * Negotiations, aftet the 
5 | 


moſt difficult Paſlage. 

II. BY Land allo, ſhe will make him a moſt 
faithful and diverting Fellow-Traveller. The 
cold Alps cannot terrify her from following 
her beloved Husband's Fortune over them, 
through: all Difficulties and Obſtruct ions, either 
into Baniſnment or the Field of Battle. Her 
Affection is reſolute; her Courage, undaunted; 
and her Valour, unlimited. Theſe invincible 


Virtues will carry her through all Reſtraints, 


Gonfinements or Diſcouragements, to right her 
injur'd Sponſe, and regain her own Liberty. 
Love can never be immur'd or impriſon'd. 
His Fellowſhip is her ſole Delight; and the 
Fruition of his Company, the undeniable Sa- 
tisfaction of her Soul. War cannot deter her 
from her Duty. She deſpiſes all Hazards. She 
will go through the moſt frightful Extremi- 
ties of Fire and Smoak in a Camp, or the 
_ greateſt Hardſhips of Wind, Water and Wea- 
ther in Travelling ; to accompany him, to ſerve 
him, to venture her: Life for him upon Oc- 
caſion in all the Viciſſitudes of humane Affairs. 
In Circumſtances of Diſtreſs or Perſecution, 
ſhe will be his chief Comforter, Preſerver and 
Safeguard. If he is driven from his native 
Country, ſhe will contentedly take the ſame 
Fare, and diligently indeavour to reſtore him 
to his own again with Joy. If he is taken 
Priſoner, ſhe will heartily chuſe the ſame Lot, 
and cunningly contrive his Liberty, either by 
Eſcape, Reſcue or Ranſom. If he is forc'd to 
fly from Place to Place, ſhe will willingly run 
the ſame Riſque, and conſtantly become his 
faithful Follower to the World's End. Nei- 
ther the diſmal Mountains of America, nor 


the 
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the ſandy Deſerts of Arabia, can diſcourage 
her from bearing him Company in Search of 
better Fortune; to make the beſt Advantage 
of their Exile in Foreign Commerce. What 
more can be deſir'd? Till divine Providence 
* ſhall be pleas'd to bleſs ſuch a happy Pair, 
> with immenſe Treaſures, by their induſtrious 
Travels, Troubles and Traffick ;, and ſend them 
= both ſafe Home again, by a prof) erons Voy= 
age, to injoy the Fruits of their Labour, as well 
as the Recompence of their Sufferings in a 
r nn eee 
* THESE are the 5 Views of our 
vrt rous Lady, both in Trade and Politicks, 
= which come little ſhort of the wealthieſt Mer- 
= chants, without any Diſparagement, if ſhe can 
eeffect her good Deſign by her trading Misfor- 
tunes for the Benefit of her baniſh'd Family. 
= But, on the contrary, ſome” unthinking, un- 
= thrifty and improvident Women, not to ſay 
= Ladies of Quality and good Senſe, are ſo unlike 
= the Merchant-Ships here mention'd, that they 
= feldom ever trouble their Heads about any 
= beneficial Commerce, or bringing in their Food 
= from a-far for the Sake of their Families. They, 
= ſcarce ever go farther than the Eaſt India- Houſe 
for Apparel, the South Sea-Company for Money, 
or the common Markets for their daily Fare: 
Of which the Two Firſt ſpoil all other Trade 
at Home, and Traffick from Abroad; and the 
* Laſt only fatten- up their Domeſtick Servants in- 
to Idleneſs and Indolence, for want of better 
Work and more uſeful Imployments. Whar 
an Age of Dainties, Delicacies and Delights 
is this we live in; degenerating from the Rules 
of Providence, and the Wiſdom of all Anti- 
quity? Nothing is minded now. a- days but our 
own Eaſe and Indulgence ; nothing regarded, 
but 
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but. our own Pleaſure and Ambition; nothing 
| valued, but, our own Vanities and Extravagan- 
cies... Is it poſhble to believe, that any diſcreet 
IV ives ſhould take more Care ot, their Fine- | 
ries, than their. Families; of their Hopſhold- 
ſtuff, than their, Husbands z of their China, 
than cheir Children ? Was ever gay brittle 
1 Ware 9 much ad mir'd, next to ido- 


doripg on't? Nothiog breeds more 
| 1115 e Is, and Unęaſineſs at Home. 
j one fir ingle Diſh, happens to be broken by 
ome Accident, there is no Peace in the Houſe; 4 
i till the. hole 0r tial; Stock has been ranſack d 3 
If to mats h it, and make-up the Set. Is it cre- 
| dible, that anz prudent Ladies ſnould turn ſuch: | 
baly 5 peck Fes a8 to part with their Plate 
5 Jewel, to put their Money into precarious 

Fun s to fink afl. their Fortunes in the Froth 

or Suds of the, Seut li- Sea, and beggar them- 
ſelves” by. chimerical Bubbles; in Contempt of 
better Merchandiſe, or more certain and ſer- 
viceable Manufactures ? They rambled after 
Riches, and loſt, All but the Shadow in the 
Water. "They were in Queſt more of Wealth 
than of Wiſdom.” And yet they. bad better | 
have delighted in ; things farther - fetch d and 
 dearer-bou 10 50 according to their uſual Cuſtom. 
If they had been bit or defrauded farther off, 
or in France, it would have been leſs Diſatis- . 
faction. To be cheated at Home, is the main 
Grievance. But I forbear to aggravate their 
Sorrow, Folly or Mastortunes | TY 
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Vers XV. 


1 SHE riſeth alk while it is yet Nieht, 
and giveth Meat to her Houſhold, and 4 
Portion to her Maidens, 


PARAPHRASE. 


ls virtuous and vigilant Wife ne- 
ver  indulges her Self in over- 
much Sleep; as not only hurtful to 

her Health, but alſo prejudicial to 
her Houſhold- Affairs : well-knowing, that her 
Family requires a watchful Eye, as much as 
ſhe ſtands in Need of Reſt. She is therefore 
an early Riſer; which is both Good for her 
own Body and her Family-Buſineſs. She ſcorns 
to lie a-Bed after Break of Day, and neglect 
her bounden Duty. She is a Woman of greater 
Diligence; and generally gets-up the firſt of 
the Family : either to make Proviſton for thoſe 


br Men-Servants that are going Abroad to work 
in the Fields, or to ſer her Maidens their ſe- 
veral Tasks at Home. She forecaſts all her. 


Domeſtick Afairs over-night, and riſes before 


A Day-Light to ſet all her Things in good Or- 
der. Thus after ſne is up fo early ia the 


Morning, and has paid her Devotions to God 


> firſt for her ſelf, Husband, Children, Servants, 
and familiar Friends; begging his divine Bleſ- 


ling upon all their. honeſt Indeayours: Then 
ſhe falls immediately to Work; preparing for 


| her Houſhold their Meat in due Seafon; and 


y Bros 
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providing their Breakfaſts betimes both for her 
Men and Maid-Servants. She does not think 
it either healthful or reaſonable, for them to 
go to their daily Labour faſting ; but allows 
them a ſufficient Portion of Food, to ſupport 
them under the Drudgeries and Fatigues of 
it; and always finds the. Buſineſs, either of 
her Houſe or Land, the better done by it. 
For what Service can ſhe expect from them 
without a competent Suſtenance ? She pru- 
dently conſiders the Support of their Conſti- 
tutions: ſo that they never want for either 
Breakfaſt, Dinner or Supper, convenient for 
their Welfare and Nouriſnment. She feeds their 
Bellies well with Plenty of good wholeſome 
Diet; which inables their Bodies, and makes 
their Minds willing to work. Then the la- 
borions Exerciſes or Imployments of the Day, 
will ſurely be perform'd with greater Vigour 
and Alacrity. For this Reaſon, the Men ought 
the more to exert their Strength and Dili- 
gence; as well as the Maidens, their Induſtry 
and Cleanlineſs. Not a Slut nor a Sloven, 
nor a lazy Perſon, deſerves to be entertain'd 
in her Houſe; eſpecially conſidering, ſhe is 
fo vigilantly carefol as to break her Ww n 
Reft in the Night, to ſerve them, and make | 
ready for them the Neceſſaries of Life in due 
Time of the Day. | ö 
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ECONOMY, which is the Art of ru- 

ling a Houſe well, muſt needs be a moſt 

excellent and uſeful Knowledge. The old Phi- 

\,, ioſophers maintain it to be the chiefeſt Part of 
humane Polity. And the new Ones look upon 
5 , Ic 
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it as the Image of the Government of a 
whole Kingdom, in Miniature. For that being 
only a publick Society of many private Fami- 
lies, aſſembled together into one collective Bo- 
dy; when they are all well govern'd according 
to the Rules of right Reaſon, ſound judgment, 
and true Prudence in. political Affairs: no doubt 
but it goes well with the Common. Weal, 
according to the moſt wholeſome Conſtitutions 
and wiſeſt Laws of the Laad. The whole 
Body muſt needs be in good Health, 
when every individual Member of it does its 
Duty, and performs the moſt flouriſhing Ope- 
rations of Life, An Oeconomiſt then, in parti- 
cular, Who may be call'd either a King or 
Queen, a Lord or Lady, a Maſter or Miſtreſs, 
a Father or Mother, or, in one Word, the Head 
of a Family; ought to be very careful of his 
Duty, exact in his Office, faithful in his Truſt, 
prudent in his Adminiſtration, and obſervant 
of his Honour, by the good Management of his 
Houſe. In the firſt Place, he is oblig'd to 
make ſuitable Proviſion in all Reſpects for 
his Houſhold, either Wife, Children or Ser- 
vants, according to that ſacred Injunction of 
the holy Apoſtle, 1. Tim. Chap. v. Ver. 8. as 
the Words import. If there be any that pro- 
videth not for his own, and namely for them of 
his Houſhold, he denieth the Faith, and is worſe 
than an Infidel, A ſevere Reprimand to ſome 
negligent Houſholders! Every Man has a Right 
of ruling his own Houſe, ſays Homer; but 
Virtue and Prudence mult render him deſerving 
of that Character, and intitle him to the 
Honour of their Obedience. Anacharſis obſerves, 
that we muſt judge of the Goodneſs of a 


Houſe, and the Happineſs of a Family; not 
P 2 by 
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by that Statelineſs which is without, but By 
that Goodlineſs and Wiſdom of humane Policy 
which is within. among the Domeſtick People. 
upon thi-, withcut Qreſtion, we may properly 
make uſe of that noble Motto, ſic ſits Letantur 
Lares; when all is well within Doors. A Fa- 
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mily well-manag'd, and wiſely order'd, is a 


great Felicity to the Governour. Heſiod places 
it among his firſt Works, as a principal Pre- 
cept of Oeconomy, Orwoy 7” tu dad, tO ſet his 


Houſe in good Order, and govern it well 
with Diſcretion. The Head muſt begin firft 2 
to give Spirit to the Nerves, Senſe to the Si- 


news, and Moticn to the whole Body. A 
wiſe Houſholder therefore muſt commence his 
Government at himſelf, and ſet the firſt Ex- 
ample of being juſt, ſober, chaſt, peaceable 
and religious. He fhould uſe no ill Language, 


harſh Threat'ning, or cruel Correction, towards 
his Children and Servants, that may either 
frighten them out of their Duty, or harden 7? 


them in their Diſobedience : but let his Words 
be gentle; his Menaces, mild; and his Puniſn- 
ments, moderate; in Order to incourage them 
to do well, and deſerve better Uſage at his 


Hands. | 


BUT my Buſineſs in theſe Remarks, 1s 3 
only to touch upon the Maſterly-Part of this 


Office, with Reſpect to ſervile Obligations. 
Reaſon and Prudence are highly neceſſary in 
Houſe-keeping, to qualify or 4 ; 
Periouſneſs of Power and Authority; which 
ſo eaſily turns into Domeſtick Tyranny. A 
Maſter or Miſtreſs then muſt conſider, that 


they are ruling a free-born People, and muſt 


not make Slaves of their Servants. To make - 
a right Uſe of their Service, they 8 1 1 
| | eat 


ain the Im- 
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deal mercifully, gently or patiently with them 
upon all Occaſions, and not treat them like 
Bond-Slaves or worthleſs Vaſſals; but rather 
ſhew them all the civil Uſage and Humanity 
they can reaſonably expect, for the Incourage- 
ment of their Labour and Diligence. There 
is no ſuch Thing as abſolute Servitude or Sla- 
very in the Caſe; and they have not loſt their 
original Liberty or Birth-Right. Going to 
Service is not entering into Bondage. They 
are not Dogs or Horſes, and ought to be more 


taken Care of than either our Stables or our 
Kitchins. They ought not to be abus'd, beaten, 
or over-wrought, 
They require as much Reſt from their La- 
bours, as other Beaſts. We ſhould uſe no un- 


more than other Cattle. 


* manly Threats, Paſſions, Outrages, Inſults or 
2 Violences againſt their Perſons; in the due 


= Performance of their reſpective Offices, to the 
= beſt of their Knowledge and Ability. Their 
2 Capacitics, Judgment or Skill may perhaps fail 
them, as well as their Strength; and then 
they are highly excuſable. In ſuch a Caſe, they 
ought to be both pardon'd and pity'd. They 
gare rational Creatures as well as we; and as 


* ſociable too, with good looking after in their 


. 1 
nich ay 


A N that if ſome timely Care or Courſe be not ta- 
”_ ken with them, we ſhall have no ſmall Reaſon 


jake 


t to 


£ 
3 


Us? 
» 8 


deal 


, = Buſineſs, 
| B Xcareſsd, rather than kick'd, cuff*d and buffeted 
this about. But 1 mean good Servants all the while; 
ons. which are very 
: - generally grown ſo intolerably proud and vi- 


They ſhould be much made of or 


rare in this Age! They are 


cious ; ſo haughty, diſobedient and rebellious z 
ſo untractable, diſobliging and ungovernable ; 


to fear, like the Romans of Old, another ſer- 
vile Wer. They are become the very Peſt 
P 3 of 
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of our Families; fly in the Face of all Go- 
vernment, and prove the arranteſt Pilferers 
(not to ſay Pick-Locks) in the World. It is 
now almoſt come to that Paſs of the Proverb; 
As many Enemies as Slaves; as many Thieves as 
Servants. However, faithful, true and truſty 
Servants require the greateſt Meekneſs, Cle- 
mency and Tenderneſs of Affection at our 
Hands: nay, deſerve even ſome Kind of Fa- 
vour and Courteſy, or at leaſt a Sort of ſevere 
Familiarity of us at a Diſtance; to counte- 
nance their Honeſty, incourage their Diligence, 
and reward their Fidelity. Such diligent La- 
bourers are highly worthy of their Hire; and 
can hardly be call'd juſtly, either Hirelings 
or Mercenaries by their Merit. Their Wages | 
onght to be well paid, with the moſt deſerv'd 
Generoſity; ſo far from abating them one 
Peny of their full Due upon any Account, 
that we ſhould rather do them ſome Kindneſs 
over and above, or give them a good Chara- 
cter for their future Recompence and Recom- 
mendation to better Fortune. Phocylides ear- | 
neſtly preſſes this moral Precept, wv wxybioar| 
Jide — reward the Labourer; and again, > 
aoy u Brdys — give not the Servant an ill 
Word, do him no Diskindneſs. But then to 
defraud him, after all his good Services, of his 
juſt Pay, for his diligent Pains; would be the > 
worſt of Felonies, the wickedeſt of Robberies. 

HOUSE-KEEPING, manag'd as it ought 
to be, is a nice Undertaking, as well as a la- 
borious Task. The Mother or the Miſtreſs of 
a Family, mult fit up late, and riſe early; not 
go to Bed with the fleepy Lamb, and yet get 
up again with the ay Lark. Innumerable Anxi- ©? 
eties of Thought in the Night, and Perplexi- 
ties 


her by a myſtical Union in Marriage? 
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ties of Buſineſs in the Day, muſt needs not a 
little diſturb either her Mind, her Sleep, or 
her Reſt : how to anſwer the Exigencies of 
her Husband and Children, on the one Hand; 
and to ſatisfy the Neceſſities of her Servants, 


on the other. But the induſtrious Wife in 
theſe ſacred Proverbs, will eaſily conquer all 
ſuch Difficulties, and make them only her Pa- 
ſtime or Diverſion. The greateſt Cares and 
Troubles of Matrimony do no more break her 
Reſt, diſcompoſe her Mind, or ruffle her good 
Humour, than her Children's Play-Things or 
pacifying Rattles. | 
I. AS for her Husband and Children, ſhe 
thinks it not only a Duty incumbenr, but na- 
tural Reaſon, to take the moſt diligent Care 
of her own Fleſh and Blood. Can any Thing be 
dearer than he that is wonderfully made one with 
Their 
Hearts are the ſame; and they ditfer only in 
Perſon. Their Affections are mutual, and no 
other perſonal Differences or Paſſions ever hap» 
pen between this happy Couple. They are no 
more Two in any ether Reſpect, but only in 


: Number. They are ſtill the very ſelf ſame 


Lovers and Promoters of each other's Felici- 

In the next Place, her Bowels always earn 
for her Children's Good, The Bleſſing of her 
Womb, and the Fruit of her Body, is as dear 
to her as her own Life. Their Welfare muſt 
be her continual Study, as well as Prayer and 
Devotion, She will never let them want for 
any Thing that is convenient and neceſſary, 
either for their Well-Being or Well-Doiag ; 
their good Education and Inſtruction; or their 
Health, Food and Raiment. The Hen couch- 
ing her Chickens under her Wings for Fear 
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of the Kite, or the Hawk, is but a faint Ey- 
bleme of her greater Care, Tenderneſs and 
Protection of her little Ones in her ſafe Bo- 


ſom: 'by keeping them conſtantly out of 


Harm's Way, and preſerving them from all 
Misfortunes, or the very Shadow of a Miſchiet ; 
and ſometimes' by riſquing her own. Life too 
for their Deliverance (as it may happen) from 
a ſudden Fire, a threat'ning Sword, an im- 
pending Fall, a ſurprizing Accident of drown- 


_ 10g, or any other imminent Danger of Death, 


HER Vigilancy and Forecaſt in the Ma- 
nage ment of her Domeſtick Affairs, are eminent 


Tokens and ſignal Proofs of her Excellency. 
She is ever upon the Watch in the Night, 


and her Guard in the Day; how to pleaſe her 
Husband or oblige her Children: and to make 


a ſuitable Proviſion betimes in the Morning, 


at Noon, or at Night, for their uſual Suſte+ 


Nance. she knows they muſt be fed as well 


as taught, and have good Bread, Butter, Cheeſe, 
Nouriſnpment, &c- at Home, as well as good 
Education, commendable Learning, and neceſ- 
ſary Diſcipline at School. And ſhe neglects 
no proper Time neither, of giving them their 


Meat in due Seaſon, as alſo of doing it with 


the greateſt Dexterity and Diſpatch; to the 
beſt Advantage of their Healths, the Strength- 
ning of their Bodies, and the Improvemeat of 
their Minds; ſo that her indearing Spouſe can- 
not but be well-pleasd with her vigilant Be- 
haviour, and ſhe reciprocally as well ſatisfy'd 
with bis Approbation for her Pains. Thus 
they conſtantly breakt:ſt, dine and ſup toge- 
ther every Day of their Lives, and have a 
continual Feaſt of Love, Comfort and Con- 

VVV gentmens, 
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tentment. Happy Pair! What a mutual Joy 
muſt this be in a loving Family ſo well go- 
vern'd! 1: 

II. AS to her Servants, ſhe thinks it an 
Obligation of Conſcience, as well as common; 
ReſpeR, that they ſhould be particularly taken 
Care of both by their Maſters and Miſtreſſes, ac- 
cording to their reſpective Sexes or Proyinces. 
But by her vigilant and watchful Eye, ſhe 
will eaſe her Husband of that Burden in a 
great Meaſure among her Domeſticks. He may 
lie a · Bed, ſtudy his Philoſophy, or take his Plea- 
ſure Abroad; ſhe will manage thoſe familiar 
Martters her ſelf at Home, with his Leave, and 
make it her whole Buſineſs to look after their 
Work: to ſeg that it be done carefully, with 
that Decency, Exactneſs and Fidelity, as it 
ought to be perform'd, or the Nature of the 
Thing requires in the Performance. She never 
fails of feeding them well, and giving them a ſuf- 
ficient Portion of Meat at their proper Meals; 
and may therefore reaſonably expect a grate- 
ful, agreeable, or equal Return for it, by their 


E laborious Handy-Works. She rightly — 


that a good Portion of Victuals may very wel 


3 require a ſuitable Proportion of Work well 


done for her Favours. Her Goodneſs towards 
their Perſons, commonly puts them upon well- 
deſerving their Wages, and calling her the 
beſt of Miſtreſſes. But, and if ſhe cloaths their 


Backs too, as well as fills their Bellies, which 


ſhe often does, by her bountiful Hand; why 
then they are ſtill the more oblig'd to do her 


tze moſt faithful and ſingular Services. Inſo- 


much that in both Reſpects of the relative 
Duties, ſhe owes either to her Husband and 
Children, or to her domeſtick Servants ; = 
6 | ela- 
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elaborate Performances in the End appear 
extraordinary, her Vigilancy wonderful, and 
her Oeconomy incomparable. Her Houſhold is 
happy. The Men rival her Carefulneſs, and 
the Maids rejoyce in her Commands. 
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VEXSE XVI. 


t SHE conſidereth « Field, and baperh it: 
with the Fruit of her Hands, ſbe planteth 
4 Vineyard, vow 


PARAPHRASE., 


„ EE the wonderful Bleſſing of her 
induſtrious Indeavours! What great 
“Effects and Advantages her acone- 
SG | mice Carefulneſs produces! It im- 
— mediately makes her not only a 
175 Gainer, but a moſt conſiderable Purchaſer. 
wer) Thing proſpers that ſhe takes in Hand, 
and hugely contributes to the Augmentation 
of her good Fortune, as well as Felicity. 
She is in the faireſt Way of getting a 
moſt plentiful Eſtate, by her frugal Aſſiduity. 
By this Means, ſhe will be always increaſing 
her growing Stock, and multiplying her nu- 
merous Acquiſitions, Whatever ſhe has by 
Virtue of her conſiderate Diligence, is well- 
got; and will either laſt the longer, or thrive 
the better. She weighs the Matter well in her 
Mind, how to lay-out her ſuperfluous Money 
wiſely, which ſhe has ſav'd by the Sweat of her 
| Brow, 
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Brow, and the diligent Gains of her own labo- 
rious Hands. She knows, it is Labour and Mo- 
ney only that buys Land, Upon this Conſi- 
deration, ſhe caſts her curious Eye upon a Piece 
of Ground, a Field or an Eſtate to be fold 
ponders the Nature of the Soil, the Situation 
and other Coaveniencies of it with mature Deli- 
beration : and then purchaſes it out of Hand, 
to make a ſuitable Addition to her own ex- 
tenſive Improvements. Her prudent Oecenomy, 
ſedate Temper, and critical Watchfulneſs, in- 
title her to make the-beſt Bargain, and accom- 
pliſh the moſt beneficial Purchaſe upon Earth. 
After that, when ſhe finds her ſelf in full Poſ- 
ſeſſion, as ſafe and ſure as the Law can con- 
firm or ſecure it; then by the Fruit and Fru- 
gality of her own Hands, ſhe plants a fine no- 
ble Vineyard there; which produces the richeſt 
Grapes, and affords the moſt generous Wines 
for her private Table, or a more publick Be- 
nefit. She likewiſe adorns it with fruitful 


Orchards and pleaſant Gardens; ſtocks it with 


ſeveral Kinds of Fiſh and Fowl, wild as well 
as tame, fit tor Food ; and repleniſhes it with 
Poultry, Cattle, and Corn of all ſorts; proper 
for the Uſe of her Family, the Service of her 
Houſhold, or the better Entertainment of her 
Neighbours and Friends: through an honeſt Am- 
bition of maintaining the Honour of her great 
Hoſpitality, and ſupporting the Generoſity of 
her good Houſe-keeping. 
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- REMARKS. 


URCHASING and Pofleſfion are Two 


as curious Matters of common Law in Bargains 
and Contracts. They ought to be well-weigh'd 
and look'd into, before we ingage in either, 
for the better Confirmation and Cultivating of 
Roth. The one, to be ſafely made; and the 
other, to be carefully manag'd. The Poſſeſſory 
Part of a wiſe Oeconomiſt, conſiſts in the true 
Management of Goods, moveable and immove- 
able, dead and living, or ſuch as move of them- 
ſelves in Exerciſe; appertaining to a Family, 
where the Right of Property is indiſputable by 
Law, and unqueſtionable in the Poſſeſſor. Ari- 
fotle places them, as previous Requilites, be- 
fore the Art of Adminiſtration; to the End 
that Cloaths, Victuals, and, other neceſſary Pro- 
viſions may not be wanting in a Houſe : for a 
Man cannot adminiſter or manage what he has 
not firſt: in Being. Theſe Houſhold- Goods are 
all of Two Kinds; either thoſe that come from 
the Father to the Son by Right of Succeſſion 


and Inheritance, or thoſe that are gotten by our 


own Acquirements of hard Labour and Indu- 
ſtry. It is the Father's great Duty to preſerve 
the Patrimony of his Predeceſlors, as by a lineal 


Deſcent from Anceſtors to Heirs, intirely with. 


out any Waſte or Impov'riſhment; Mortgage 
Incumbrance, or Alienation : for the Benefit o 
his Wife and Children; as a faithful Uſufru- 
ctuary, or an accountable Guardian only of 
their future Good. The Head of a Family ig 
alſo as much oblig'd in Conſcience to increaſe 
either his perſonal or real Patrimony, to the 


beſk 


nice Points of humane Prudence, as well 
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beſt Improvement, by Care, Travail and good 
Husbandry; without any Remiſneſs of Duty, 
Negligence, Profuſeneſs, Squandering, or Dila- 
pidations. There are Two Ways of lawfully 
acquiring all Goods; either by Art or Nature. 
The Natural conſiſts in Tillage, Paſturing, or 
feeding of Cattle; in Hunting, Fiſhing or Fow- 
ling : To which Diligence or Diverſions muft 
neceſſarily be adjoyn'd, the Vending of our In- 
creaſe, to make the beſt Market and Advan- 
tage of our Labours. The artificial Way of 
getting them, is by ingenious Works, Dealings, 
Handfcrafts, Traffick or Merchandiſe, either in 
Buying or Selling for honeſt Gain, and publick 
as well as private Profit: Or otherwiſe a Man's 
Acquiſitions are highly diſcommendable, and 


become ſelfiſh or blame-worthy, in Acting on- 


ly for his own mercenary Ends, without any 
2 Views of his Neighbour's Benefit. An 
honeſt Trader ought to get nothing by Co- 
zenage or Fraud, by Exaction or Extortion. 
Uſury is the moſt deteſtable Dealing. The 
Hebrews ſay it is a fatal Bite, that reaches the 
Bone and Marrow of a Man in Debt, and mor- 
tifres into the Bargain, It is Trading both a- 
gainſt divine and humane Laws. Griping U- 
ſurers are little better than Blood-Suckers, Life- 
Leeches, or Man-Slayers, as well as Money- 
Changers of Oppreſſion in Families, and Stock- 
28383 of Beggary in a Common- Wealth. Ar 
aſt they oppreſs the Poor next to Murder. 
Cato calls them worſe than common Thieves, 
Robbers, or High-Way-Men. They are the Can- 
»ibals of Mankind about Change- Alley. Conſult 
Exod. Chap. XXII. Ver. 25. or Heut. Chap. 
XXIII. Ver. 19. and you will find that either 
this is not God's Word, or ſuch Vſurers are not 
his 
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His People. But good Husbandry, above all 
Things, except Learning, Morality and Religi- 
on, is the moſt commendable Study, fruittul 
Imployment, and pleaſant Buſineſs ; healthful in 
the Practice, delightful in the Poſſeſſion, and 
profitable in the Improvement of an Eſtate. 
In brief, it crowns all our Labours with a com- 
petent Livelihood and ſuitable Injoyments; as 
Heſiod, Virgil and Phocylides have all obſerv'd, 
abundantly more at large in their ingenious 
Georgick Writings, for our better Inſtruction. 
Agriculture and Gardening, as old as Adam, will 
always be allow'd to be one of the happieſt Di- 
verſions of humane Being, Buſineſs or Society. 

LO then! Our virtuous Houſewife is ſo far 


from jnconſiderately waſting, miſmanaging, miſ- 


ſpending, conſuming or leſſening her Husband's 
well- gotten Eſtate; that ſhe continually increa- 
ſes his Subſtance by her diligent Care and pru- 
dent Conduct: as it plainly appears, not only by 
the Text, but by her diſcreet Tranſactions; firſt 
in purchaſing a Field for Corn, when ſhe meets 
with one worth her Money, to inlarge her 
lanting her Land 
well with uſeful Trees of the beit Sort, ad- 
ding fruitful Yineyards, with pleaſant Gardens 
to adorn it, fit for Service as well as Diverſi- 
on. And all this ſhe induſtriouſly effects out 
of the meer Product of her own profitable 
Labours or ſaving Managery. In ſhort, ſhe is 
either perpetually improving her Portion and 
Patrimony, or buying a Better. For ſhe con- 
ſtrantly looks out for ſome rich Purchaſe to be 
made, with what ſhe has ſav'd by her Fru- 
gality, as well as got by her ingenious Handy- 
Works. But then the Wiſdom of her Choice 
in 
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in purchaſing ſeems to be very remarkable, and 
her conſiderate Election grounded upon the 
ſureſt Foundations. | | 

I. SHE buys Land; that which is ſolid, 
and not chimerical or aerial Bubbles in City, 
Town or Country. She will neither build nor 
buy any groundleſs Caſtles in the Air. Terra 


firma is what ſhe wants to purchaſe. She loves 


to lay-ont her Money upon ſubſtantial Certain- 
ties, never ſubje& to any croſs Accidents,. or 
the fickle Contingencies of Fortune. Her 
Thoughts are right, that Ground can neither 
break, nor run away, nor become Bankrupt by 
any common Calamity. It cannot well be irre- 
parably loſt for ever, but by an Earthquake, 
that inevitably ſwallows-up All. Land is re- 
coverable, though it be ſometimes overflow'd ; 
and often proves only the more fertile by the 
Inundation of a Nile. Nothing can indanger 
its total Submerſion, like a ſudden Deluge of 
the Sea ; and that does not happen once 1n an 
Age, about ſome Iſlands or maritime Places, 
for Want of ſufficient Banks, Dikes, or the In- 
genuity of Holland. For, although peradventure 
it may lie under Water for ſome Time, yet 
in all Probability, it will not be irretrievably 
drown'd by good Care or Precaution. Who 
doubts but the negleted Breach in the Thames 
might be ſtop'd in Time by due Incouragement, 
and the loſt Land then eaſily regain'd, by ſome 
ingenious practicable Scheme. Nothing can hurt 


J Land, generally ſpeaking, but Want of good 


Manuring and proper Tillage, or oppreſſive 
Mortgages. Mortgages are her greateſt Aver- 
ſton. She knows they breed a Canker in a 
flouriſhing Eſtate ; which either ruines the pre- 
ſent Poſſeſſor, or wrongs the lawful Inheritor. 


They 
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They are a Kind of a Gangrene in a Family; 
or blaſt all the Hopes and Fruits of it, eaten 
up with Caterpillars. But, of all Things, ſhe de- 
fires to have no Dealings in Paper or Wood, 
in Tallies or Chalk-Scores, for Fear of the 
Spunge or a Bone-Fire. She delights neither in 
the grand or petty Lotteries of the Times, e- 
ven in Hope of getting the great Benefit-Ticket, 
Inſomuch that her Heart is intirely ſet upon 


Land, buying-up the pleaſanteſt Country- fields, ; 


and acquiring a more valuable real Eſtate. She 
does not underſtand the prodigious Riſe and 
lofty Down- fall of Stock, at Diſcretion, by the 


Will and Pleaſure of a few ingenious, fraudu- 


Tent, fleecing Projectors, She conſiders them all 
only as imaginary Riches in Fancy, without 
any material Transfer or Reality at the Bot- 
tom. However that be, ſhe likewiſe looks up- 


on the Ground-Rents of London as well worth 
her Purchaſing, They will laſt to the final 


Conflagration ; obnoxious to no ſuch Caſualties 


as old rotten Houſes are, either by ſome ſur- 


prizing Fall, or by dreadful Fire, as that was 
of London. The beſt of Buildings may be ſoon 
burn'd down to the Ground; but it can go no 
farther with all its terrible Force and conſu- 
ming Power. How many goodly Houſes, with 
the faireſt Outſides, have of late dropp'd upon 
People's Heads, and ſunk mto Heaps of Rub- 
biſh at one ſingle Crack? It is true, the Friend- 
ly Inſurance-Offices may help that deſtructive Ca- 


tamity a little, and rebuild thoſe Fabricks with 7 
greater Splendour or better Security: but then 
that can never make the Purchaſe good or pru- 
dent, comparatively ſpeaking, and ſeldom an- 
| ſwers for the Money that bought and inſur'd 
them both for their Preſervation, However 1 
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= excels all other fruitful Trees about a Coun- 
= try-Seat, and affords the moſt invigorating Jui- 
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who would be at the Trouble of buying ſuch 
precarious Eſtates, that are liable to the moſt 
lamentable Accidents and Aſter-Ruines? Houſes 
will always be tumbling of themſelvas, ſooner 
or later, through the Decay of Time; but the 
the Earth is immovcable and firm as a Rock. 
The Foundation of it is everlaſting, as well as 
inviting enough for other Perſons perhaps to 
build upon in a good convenient Situation. 
She relies more wiſely upon the never, failin 
Rent of the ſolid Ground, where the — 
Tenent is either willing or ſolvent. Thus ſhe 
ſtill inlarges her Purlieu's, as well as ſecures 
her Landed -Intereſt; and can never fail of Suc- 
ceſs, or fall ſhorr of making a plentiful Fortune, 
by Virtue of her ſaving Frugality, getting Di- 
ligence, and thriving Induſtry ! 

Il. SHE plants a Vineyard with what ſhe 
has gotten by her own Carefulneſs: highly pre- 
terable to all the empty Follies, Fiſh-Ponds and 
Aviaries; vain Grotto's, Viſto's, and Summers 
Houſes, which are uſually admir'd, and made 
for the Adornment of an Eſtate. It is ot much 
more Uſe, Service and Diverſion, than bare 
Graſs-Plats, or Groves of fruitleſs Trees. No 
Fruit or Flower-Garden is comparable to it, 
either for Pleaſure or Profit. They yield no- 
like the luſhious Grape. The Vine far 


ces to chear-up the Heart of Man, refine his 

arts, and make him almoſt a Mercury for 
Wit and Eloquence. Pity it ſhould not thrive 
better in England, becauſe of the Coldneſs of 
our Climate! For we find more Virtue by 


the Drinking of genuine racy Wine moderat ly, 
either in Sickneſs or in Health; and receive mf re 
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Benefit from it, than all other Liquors put to- 
gether, by common Experience, as well as the 
Phyſician's Approbation. Her planting of a 
Vineyard therefore was upon very good Conſi- 
deration. She knew it would be of the great- 
eſt Advantage, and give the moſt Satisfaction 
in her Family, by keeping up the Chcarfulneſs 
and Hoſpitality of her Houſbold. All Mankind 
allow it to be far more wholeſome or healthful, 
than, windy Cyder, cold Perry, and flegmatick 
Malt Drink; or any other balderdaſh'd Low- 
Wines from the Fruits of our own Growth and 
Brewing of Mixtures. How commendable then 
muſt we own her Choice to be, in making ſuch 
a valuable Plantation for the Benefit of her 
Houſe or nobler Entertainments! 


VERSE XVII. 


n SHE girdeth ber Layns with Strength, and 
ftrengtheneth her Arms. 


PARaPHRASE. 


FHs preparing for the Buſineſs 
of the Das he dos her A1 
| times in the Morning; puts on her 
= Garments in decent Order; girde- 
= = up her Loyns with Strictneſs, and 
frrenothens her Arms for the faithful Work of 
her Fouſe, After this, being modeſtly equipp'd 
in a neat, plain and K Habit, proper for 
the Labour either of her pliant Lila, active 
5 An, 
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Arms, or diligent Hands ;, ſhe firſt ſerves God 
with her Soul, ſets her Houſe to Rights in the 
next Place, and then makes ready all manner of 
Proviſions neceſſary for the good Entertain- 
ment of her well- fed Family. By the Strength 
and Vigour of her Body, ſhe excites her Dome- 
ſticks to an Emulation of Equality or Likeneſs 
of her Virtue. As ſhe always took the beſt 
Method of being healthful and ſtrong, by the 
regular Conduct of her Life, ſhe injoyes the 
Benefit of Both, as the Bleſſings of her Virtue; 
and exerciſes them, as well as they were be- 
ſtow'd, for the Satisfaction and Service of her 
Houſhold. They ſhall ever be taſting the Fruits 
of her Labour, and reaping the Advantages of 
her Induſtry. There's a perpetual Harveſt, 
where ſhe Sows. Her Servants live in Plenty 
by the Strength of her Arms, and rejoyce in 
the. Abundance of her robuſt Hands. You ſhall 
not find a ſtronger Labourer in the Field, among 
all the buſy Reapers of her Gain; either more 
vigorouſly exerting their active Powers of Body, 
or giving a better Example of * and 
Willingneſs of Mind. In ſhort, ſhe fortiſies her 
felf by daily Exerciſe; for fhe knows, that 
diligent Practice quickly perfects the dulleſt 
Nature, ſets an Edge on the blunteſt Genius, 
and finiſhes the hardeſt Work. She loves to 
put forth her whole Strength in any Underta- 
king for the Imitation of her menial Servants; 
that they may thereby follow her induſtrious 
Steps, to the full Stretch of their livelicft Po- 
ers, by exerciſing their Hands with Virtue, 
zirding their Loyns with Vigour, and imploy- 
ing their Arms with Vivacty. Thofe that 
will not be active tf their Buſmeſs, and doing 
their Duty, muſt needs ſuffer for it, and be- 
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come unfortunately Paſſive by their Negligence 
or Tranſgreſſion. 


REM AR K s. 


H E AI. T H and Strength of Body general- 
ly go together, and are almoſt inſeparable 
Companions. They are tna Manner convertible 
Terms, and ſuppoſe one another in Fruition 
by Turns. The Latter is the natural Conſe- 
quence of the Former in Livelineſs. The Ore 
ſeems to be the firſt Principle of the other, na- 
rurally ſpeaking : as much as Fire is the Cauſe 
of all primary Motion; and Motion again con- 
vertibly, the Cauſe of all ſecundary Fire, in 
different Reſpeds. Life, Light and Labour, 
are the happy Effects of Both in perfection. 
They are the preateſt Bleſſings of a humane Con- 
ſtitutiop. Neither Shape, Beauty, nor external 
Shew, can come near them for Efficacy and Hap- 
pineſs. To be Healthy, is the Goodneſs of God. 
To be Srrong, is the Gift of Nature. To be 
Happy, is the ſpecial Grace and Favour of Hea- 
ven, and the End of all Religion as well as Mo- 
rality- Soundneſs of Wind and Limb, accom- 
pany'd with that of the Mind; which, as Juve- 
nal well obſerves, we ought to pray for ear- 
neſtly : is almoſt of univerſal Power and Con- 
queſt in ſecular Affairs. Both joyn'd together 
in the ſame Perſon, produce the moſt glorious 
Effects of accompliſh'd Wiſdom. They work 
Wonders in the common Buſineſs of Life, and 
eaſily. ſurmount all Oppoſitions, as well as re- 
move all Impediments in the Way to good 
Fortune, ſpiritual! Welfare or temporal Felici- 
ty. Bleſſed is the Man or Woman, that can 
preſerve both in a good Diſpolition, > the 

atter 
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latter End of their Days! But without Health, 
our Strength ſoon fails us in our Hopes. It is 
either quickly weaken'd by frequent Indi ſpoſi- 
tions, impair'd by chronical Diſtempers, or 
quite loſt at laſt by ſome lingring Sickneſs. 
However, it muſt be granted, that moderate 
Labour and gentle Exerciſe, contribute mightily 
to the Prolongation of Both joiutly conſider'd. 
That is Self- Evident, and needs no other De- 
monſtration than daily Experience. The plea- 
ſant Story of old Tithonus among the Poets, may 
eaſily convince us, that Earh - Riſing, Walking in 
the Air, and Working moderately ſometimes, 
preſerve Life very long; even till we are al- 
moſt weary of our ſelves, and begin to beg 
for a Change, or a Tranſlation. In this Caſe 
let Him be the Fable, as the long-liv'd Fa- 
vourite of Aurora: and We the Moral, as the 
buſie Graſhoppers, or laborious Bees of the 
Day; ſtrong, healthful and vigorous, without 
a Fiction, by our honeſt Imployments. But as 
for Tranſmutations of Bodies, or Tranſmigra- 
tions of Souls, I have no great Faith, 

AN excellent Woman is ever beſt known, by 
the Health and Strength of her Conſtitution; 
always in Action, always communicative, al- 
ways in good Humour : and either diffuſive of 
Hier ſelf, her flowing Bounties, or her benign 
Influences in the happy Neighbourhood where 
ſhe dwells, and they are bleſs'd with her in- 
livening Preſence. She is, in Verity, like ano- 
ther Amalthea, with her Horn of Plenty and 
Abundance. Not to call her the Italian Ceres, 
as Horace hints at, who ſettled her Habitation 
there from a-far for their Benefir. Her For- 
tune, in ſhort, overflows the Country, by the 
Fulneſs of her Fruits and Productions. All 
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the fine Stories of Ops, Rhea or Veſta; as well 
as Bleſſings of the Goddeſs of Corn and Til- 
lage, of Bread, Wine, and all other Manner of 
Food: may be aſcrib'd in ſome Meaſure to her 
diligent Labour, Bounty and Liberality. But ſhe 
ſeems to be a more real Cornucopia in Deed, a- 
bounding alſo with God's Plenty. Perſons that 
live regularly, and labour actively, as ſhe does, 
can hardly ever fail of becoming both ſtrong 
and Healthful. It is Uſe and Application that 
makes Per fectneſs. For Want of Uſe, the 
Sword ruſts in the Scabbard, the Money moulds 
in the Cheſt, and the Soul grows reſtive or un- 
active in the Body. It is Induſtry and Exer- 
ciſe, that muſt accompliſh their Abilities. La- 
bour muſt ſtrengthen their Loyns, and preſerve 
the Health of their valid Bodies; in Order to 
make them gay, lively, thorough- pac'd Houſe- 
Keepers, and give them the Advantage of both 
Injoyments. And therefore, as our wirtuous 
Wife's Diligence is unweary'd, and her Body 
indefatigable, ſo ſhe is neither backward in her 
Operations, nor tardy in her Performances. 
She refuſes no Pains, and is forward in her 
Diſpatches : never flow or flothfnl, but quick 
and active at her Work; brisk, lively and vi- 
gorous in all her Emotions. She heſtirs her 
ſelf nimbly about her Buſineſs; and goes. on 
with ſo much Rotundity of Action, that any 
one would eaſily believe, the ſtrongeſt Labours, 
either within or without Doors, were not toq 
hard Exerciſes for her valiant and vicorious 
Arms. She invigorates all her Faculties by Cu- 
ſtom, and habituates her Powers by Practice. 
The Caſe is this, in ſhort. She knows that 
the Miſtreſs's Eye, as well as the Maſter's, makes 
10 Horſe fat. She finds her Indeavours turg 


2 


2 ; 

Parapbras'd, 221 
to ſo great an Account, both in Foreign Com- 
modities, and in the purchaſing of Land, as 
well as by her own good Houſewif*ry; that ſhe 
conſtantly views and reviews all her Poſſeſſions 
with a watchful Eye, and walks about her E- 
ſtate with notable Expedition : tucking-up her 
Garments fit for Motion every where, and to 
be in Readineſs at Hand upon any Occaſion ; 
never minding fine Cloaths more than her Fa- 
mily- 4fairs, nor neglecting, thoſe greater Duties 
for Fear of ſpoiling her Apparel; but highly 
preferring the Strength of her Arms and her 
Loyns, acquir'd by laborious Exerciſes, before 
all the external Adornments, fine Figures, or 

finical Fopperies of her whole Body. | 
I. THE Strength of her Limbs appears re- 
markable, by theiv wonderful Agility. They 
are conſtantly inur'd to Labour, always ready 
dreſs'd for her daily Imployment, and buckling 
immediately to the Buſineſs of her Houſhold 
with the greateſt Alacrity. She takes a Pleaſure 
in her Pains: She cannot fit ſtill and ſee her 
Houſe, for Want of exercifing her Loyns a lit- 
tle, lying unſwept, ungarniſh'd or unclean. Na 
Fatigue proves too hard for her Conſtitution, 
Cleanlineſs and Activity; who, upon all Ac- 
counts, ſhews her ſelf throughly neat, beautiful 
and uniform to perfection. It is not to be 
imagin'd fairly, that Waſhing, Scouring, or 
Rubbing of Rooms, and ſuch like mean Offi- 
ces, ſhould be her proper Talents: neverthe- 
leſs yet, ſhe is not aftaid of over-ſtraining her 
Strength, in doing any ſervile Work upon Ne- 
ceſſity, provided it be not below her Dignity 
or Character : and rhat indeed ſometimes per- 
haps, which might be thought only fit for her 
neglizent Maids. If ſhe can be oyer-curious 
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or careful to a Fault, it often happens by ſpoils 
ing her Servants, upon taking too much fla- 
viſh Work off their Hands, through her own 
Briskneſs and Willingneſs of Action. She al- 
ways has the Care of her Houſes, her Lands and 
her Vineyards moſt at Heart, next after her be- 
loved Family. She appears ſeldom or never al- 
ſent and diſengaged from their Service. She 
takes no other Pride or Pleaſure but in the right 
Ordering of Thoſe, the due Tilling of Theſe, and 
the ſeaſonable Dreſſing of the Laſt; to the beſt 
Improvement for a fruitful Vintage or a plenti- 
fol Harveſt. Thus her Feet conſtantly tread up- 
on ſure Ground, and travel in the Paths of Vi- 
gour as well as Virtue; without the leaſt De- 
viation, or wandering out of the Way to Ho- 
nour and Felicity. In a Word, ſhe is ever free 
from all Diſſoluteneſs of Body, Behaviour, or 
good Manners. | ; | 
Il. THE Vigour of her Arms likewiſe, 1s 
as apparent as the riling, Sun, which ſhe often 
prevents by ker early Waking and Watchfulneſs. 
They are delibcrately ſtrengthened with all the 
Powers of Virtue and Religion. They are re- 
ſolutely invigorated with a good Inclination. 
They are maturely fortify'd with true Courage 
in any difficult Incounter or dangerous Ingage- 
ment: ſo that ſhe can never he ſurpriz'd in 
the Field of Battle. Her whole Truſt and 
Confidence is put in God, the Giver of all 
Power, for her Deliverance and Salvation. The 
18th Pſalm is made the Song of her Thank(- 
giving. She knows, It is God that girdeth her 
with Strength of War; and maketh her Way per- 
fect. He maketh her Feet like Harts Feet; and 
. fetteth her upon high Places. He teacheth her 
Hands to fight; and her Arms ſhall break even 4 
Bom 
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Bow of Steel; Ver. 32, 33, 34: ſo that ſhe will 
be able to diſcomfit a Hoſt of Men, by her 
ſteadfaſt Belief in the Power of divine Provi- 
dence. The Almighty bleſſes her with Strength, 
Proweſs and Healthineſs. Thus ſhe defies her 
grand Enemy of Sin and Sloth to attack her 
ſtrong Holds, to conquer her Out- works, or to 
gain any Ground upon her watchtul Forces. 
The Day muſt certainly be her own, and Vi- 
tory crown all her valiant Enterprizecs, for the 
Honour of her Husvand's Proſperity, and the 
Glory of her Houſhold's Triumph, upon her 
happy Return and joyful Well-come- Home. 
Nothing can overcome or ſubdue this virtuors 
Heroines Valour ; bidding fair for ſomething 
next to univerſal Dominion by her undaunted 
Induſtry, invincible Diligence, or religious [n- 
trepidity, for the Benefit of her beloved Fami- 
ly in Trouble, and its honourable Re-eſtabliſh- 
ment in Glory. But, behold her buſie Hands 
at work in meaner Affairs with the moſt ad- 
mirable Nimbleneſs, either at the Needle or 
in other manual Operations! There is not a 
Finger of her idle, unactive, or under any Laſ- 
ſitude. There is not a Joynt of her unimploy'd, 
unwieldy or Jlanguiſhing under any Labour. 
There is no Remiſneſs either of her Feet, Arms 
or Loyns, in finiſhing her commendable Under- 
takings, with the greateſt Agility of Body and 
Activity of Soul. 

III. THE Health of her whole delicate Bo- 
dy, in fine, is alſo as manifeſtly viſible to thoſe 
that are not induſtriouſly Blind. See her fair 
and ſanguine Complexion, her pleaſant Aſpect 
and ſmiling Countenarſce. Hear her clear, di- 
ſtint, and harmonious Voice. Obſerve her 
humble and familiar Carriage; how prudent, 

| modeſt 
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modeſt and mannerly her Behaviour is among 
her Maidens. Behold again her charming Beau- 
ty; bearken to her lively Oracles; conſider her 
virtuous Commands, and wholeſome Precepts 
of Life given to her Servants about her, in- 
forc'd with incomparable Wiſdom and Diſcre- 
tion: upon which, well-wetgh'd, you would al- 
moſt preſently imagine, that ſome tutelar An- 
gel was (as it were) come down from Heaven, 
to honour her Habitation, or direct the Go- 
vernment of her Houſbold upon Earth. How- 
ever that be, Aſiduity and Exerciſe very much 
corroborate her Conſtitution; and make it not 
only ſtrong and luſty, but alſo lively and health» 
ful to an habitual Degree of Excellency. Health 
does henceforward, not only inable her to un- 
dergo any Domeſtick Travail, but alfo alleviates 
the Fatigue of it, and facilitates the Work. It is 
the peculiar Indowment of her own ſound Virtue, 
both in Body and Mind. It is one of tne moſt 
valuable Bleſſings of Life in the World. It 
gives a noble Guſt and a true Reliſh to all 
other Delights or Injoyments. It ſometimes e- 
ven anticipates the Fruition of Pleaſure it ſelf, 
by giving us a plentiful Foretaſte of it in the 
Contemplation of its own Happineſs. In ſhort, 
Health is like the Sun in its Glory, that viſits 
all Quarters with Strength and Vigour. It in- 
fluences the whole little World, as that does the 
reat One, with Lighs, Warmth and Efficacy of 
roduction. It prolfngs Life with Activity to 
the laſt Call of Death, or Drop of Oyl in the 
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VERSE XVIII. 


v SHE perceiveth that her Merchandiſe i 
good: her Candle goeth not out by Night. 


* 


PARAPH RAS E. 


OW ſhe comes to taſte (as the 
Hebrew Word ſignifies) the Sweets 
Wi of her Labour, and begins to 
"| wipe-off her Sweat. She finds, 
by joyful Experience, not only 
_—_— how wholeſome and healthful it 

is to her Body ; but alſo how helpful and hap- 
Py to her Mind. She wiſely . conſiders, what 
great Profit her Vigilancy yields at Home, and 
her Traffick returns from Abroad: ſo that ſhe 
does not always conclude her Work with the 
Day-Light, nor finiſh her Travails betwixt Sun 
and Sun; but continues them as much as poſ- 
lible in the Night, and as long allo by Candle- 
Light as can reaſonably be ſpar'd from her ne- 
ceſſary Sleep, Reſt or Refreſhment. The prodigi- 
ous Advantages of her vigilant Handy-Works, 
make her far more in Love with Labour, than 
in Sleeping any longer than needs muſt, or is 
requir'd to ſypport her Strength and maintain 
her Power in its continu'd Progreſſion; I will 


not ſay, perpetual Mot ion. How far her Virtue 


may be extended, when ſhe has any Work in 
Haſte, and it demands Diſpatch, (as ſome ex- 


pound this Verſe) cannot be determin'd either 


by Night or Day; upon the Riſing or the Set- 
ting of the Sun. There is no ſtinting of her 
RR dtudions 
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ſtudious Thoughts, penſive Actions and painful 
Tasks, either to late or early Hours, by her 
ſedulous and ſevere Pernoctations. Her daily 
Deeds are all as bright and active as the Morn- 
ing Luſtre, or as ſerene and beautiful as the 
Evening-Light. Knowing the Goodneſs of her 
Works, and the Excellency of her Merchandiſe, 
ſhe wiſely purſues the honeſt Gain of her 
Hands with elaborate Diligence. She plainly 
perceives the Utility of her righteous Dealings 
and quickly finds, that it turns to very great 


Intereſt at the Foot of the Account. She takes' 


the more Parns, the more ſhe diſcovers the Pro- 
fit of her good and merchantable Wares, by go- 
ing off *well, and pleaſing her numberleſs Cu- 
ſtomers. They never ſtick upon her ingenuous 

Hand for Want of Trade and Incouragemeat. 
The Virtue and honeſty of her Commerce, pro- 
cure her the beſt Correſpondents, and recommend 
her laudable Character, as well as her ineſti- 
mable Merchandiſe, to the whole World. Inſo- 
much that her Induſtry neither loiters by Day, 
nor lets her Candle go out by Night. Her Arms 
know no Ceſſation. She works and ſtudies with- 
out any unneceſſary Intermiſſions or idle Relache- 
ments of Life: ſtill in purſuit of getting a com- 
petent Maintenance by her own vigilant Power, 
and of obtaining the richeſt Prize by her own 
gainful Proweſs. Her Fouſe- Affairs proſper ; 
ber Land proves fertile; and her Vineyard flou- 
riſnes by her good Conduct and Cultivating. 
Her mnotturnal Lucubrations are all full of Virtue, 
Piety and Religion; or of divine as well as hu- 
mane Pleaſures, Profits and Productions: ſo that 
ſhe may be deſervedly ſaid to take the. greateſt 
Care of her Candle, and to make the beſt Uſe 
ont, by her Day-Wor ks and Night-Watches, 
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for the Advancement of her Family, to the 
higheſt Pitch of Felicity in her earthly Paradiſe. 


REMARKS. 


APPY Woman of a wirtuows Wife ! Her 
Merchandiſe always takes Effect, and proves 
highly inviting, as well as agreeable to all Man- 
kind in Amour with her Conduct and Management. 
They know it muſt be good, if it comes from 


her curious Hands; for nothing can excel her 


Handy-Work but lawful Wedlock. All People 
court her Correſpondence, as well as Acquaintance, 
Familiarity and Converſation. She deals in no 
contraband Goods, either at Home or Abroad. 
If they are prohibited by Law, they do not lie 
in the Way of her Buſineſs, nor in the View 
of her Practice of Purity and Profeſſion, of In- 


tegrity. She will not incur the Diſpleaſure of 


the Higher Powers, nor run the Riſque of the 
Penalties of any juſt, legal or reaſonable Prohi- 
bition. She will neither buy nor ſell any for- 
bidden Fruits. Her Hands muſt be clean of 
all ſordid Gain, and clear of all finiſter Deal- 
ings. Her nocturnal Watchings are of another 
Nature, than either to cozen and cheat her 
Spouſe; defraud and impoſe upon Her ſelf ; or 
abnſe and trick her Cuſtomers, by any adultera- 
ting of her vendible Wares, and making them 
unfit for future Sale. Her whole Buſineſs a- 
nights, is how to render her own Merchandiſe 
intirely good, and really acceptable to her o- 
bliged, as well as obliging Chapmen : and ſhe 
ſtudies at all Times only how to traffick, either 
by buying, ſelling or bartering, with the trueſt 
Fidelity and faireſt Dealing Above. Board. 

I. IF 


7 
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I. IF ſhe buys: It is done with the exacteſt 
Judgment. It is manag'd with the niceſt Curi- 
oſity. It is the rare Quality of the Thing ſhe 
regards, not the large Quantity, for her Money. 
She weighs all ber Penyworths by her Prudence, 
and ballancing of them in the Scale of Diſcreti- 
on. The intrinſick Goodneſs of the Comm 0- 
dity muſt make her a Buyer, at the beſt Hand, 
or the Fountain-Head of Commerce. She will 
buy no fooliſh Traſh of great Expence or groſs 
Digeſtion ; no uſeleſs Trinkets ot gaudy Glaire; 
and no ſuperfluous Trifles only of extrinſick 
Worth; but the beſt of every Thing, that is moſt 
uſeful, and the fitteſt for Service; well-know- 
ing the Truth of the old Proverb, and practi- 
ſing according to the Wiſdom of it: That Feſt 
is beſt Cheap ſtill, in all the Markets of the U- 
niverſe, and will be ſo to the End of the 
World. But then ſhe never depreciates her 
Bargains, coſt what they will; nor belies her 
Pockets. She cordially loves Truth, and values 
Fair- Dealing at her Heart. It is her conſtant 
Practice to diſtinguiſh, with the moſt judicious 


Nicety, between Loſs and Gain. Both Debtor 


and Cyeditor will call her the faithfulleſt Book- 
Keeper, and find her the moſt juſt, exact, ex- 


pedicious Trader, in ſettling her Husband's or. 


her Merchant's Accounts. In all honeſt Dealing 
ſhe would have her Neighbour that ſhe lays- out 
her Money with, get a ſufficient living Profit, 
and herſelf to be no Loſer by the Bargain, thro? 
any Trick in Trade or cunning Impoſition. 
She neither deſires to impoſe upon others, nor 
to be over-reach'd herſelf in any private S:/z 
or publick Auction. Live and let live, is ber 
remarkable Motto in Buying: and much Good 
may it do the greater Gainer! But ſhe has more 
| Wit 
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Wit than to part with her ready Money for 
future Uncertainties, or to throw away her 
real Coyn upon any imaginary Merchandiſe and 
whimſical Chimera's; which can never counter- 
vail a preſent Certainty in Poſlefſion. There is 
no ſetting a Price upon vain Hope. It is of no 
Valne, nor worth asking for. She knows no- 
thing of the faſhionable Way of buying 4 Pig in 
a Hoke; ſtriking of Bargains, unſight-unſeen, as 
the Vulgar ſay ; or ſelling of Bear-Skins, and 
raiſing golden Mountains in the Air: as ſome 
crafty Merchant- Adventurers of Money-Bubbles 
underſtand well enough. about Change- Alley, 
to their own Sorrow or Shame. But after All, 
it ought to be a ſtanding Rule; No Parchaſe, 
no Pay | For how can any one buy an airy Phan- 
tome, a noiſy Sound, or an empty Nothing? No- 
thing in View, but by fruitleſs Dealing, frivo- 
lous Speculation, and fanciful Stock. Jobbing ? 
This has been the common Brokage and Bite 
of the Town lately among unwary Buyers, 

II. IF fhe fells: It is done with the greateſt 
Honour and Credit as well as Honeſty. What 
Merchandiſe ſoever ſhe deals in, or diſpoſes of, 
may be depended upon for the very beſt of the 
Kind, Make or Manufacture. For as ſhe always 
bought the moſt valuable Goods, ſhe muſt needs 
alſo vend the fame in perfection: whether 
we conſider the natural Quality and intrinfick 


Worth of her Warez, or their artificial Excel- 


tency and admirable Workmaaſhip. Whoever 
has the Happineſs to deal with her, is fare to 
make a good Bargain, with great Advantage 
aud univerſal Approbation. Her Veracity and 
Probity will not ſuffer her to put an ill Thing 
mito any Cuſtomer's Hand, or to fell him any 
damag'd Commodities. She ſcorns all Extortion, 

Ulury, 
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Uſury, and unlawful Gain, as a more ingenuous 
Dealer in Virtue. Juſtice is the Standard of 
her Sale in the Market, She would not for 
any Thing upon Earth, either wrong the Buyer 
or her own Conſcience ;, though it were to get 
an Eſtate by his Loſs, or to gain the whole 
World. She has no ſelfiſh Satisfaction, nor De- 
fire, either to ſell roo Dear for ready Money, or 
to charge too ' much upon Credit. Her con- 
ſtant Buſineſs will be to traffick, or truck as 
reaſonable upon Reputation, as ſhe can be ſup- 

pos'd to do upon prompt Payment. It is her 
Abhorrence, to make indigent People pay Inte- 
reſt upon Intereſt for Money lent, or demand 
an extravagant Uſe for a Pledge or a Loan in 
the Way of Pawn-broking. She thinks the vile 
Sin of Extorting, a molt deteſtable Grievance 
and Oppreſſion of the Poor; and no leſs abo- 
minates exacting upon her honeſt Cuſtomers and 
Chapmen in the Price of her Merchandiſe, for 
being in Arrear upon Neceſſity, Loſs of Trade, 
or melancholy Sourh-Sea-Stories in the worſt of 
Times. In a Word, ſhe approves her ſelf to 
be in all Affairs of Buying, Selling or Commerce, 
the faireſt Dealer in the World. 

III. IF ſhe barters: It is done with the moſt 
diſcreet juſtice. Her diſcerning Faculty in 
Trading leads her naturally to the right Un- 
derſtanding of Commutation, or dealing upon 
the Exchange. Her Bartering - uſes to be per- | 
form'd in the moſt genteel Manner, without | 
any cuſtomary Clamour, Railery, or rattling 
Words between the Buyer and the Seller in 
Markets of IIl-Breeding. She rightly eſteems 
her- own Merchandiſe the beſt ; but does not un- 
dervalue another's tor Self-Intereſt, to make any 


unreaſonable Advantage by it. She acts fairly 
| , accord- 
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according to the reaſonable Proportion or Diſ- 
proportion of the Things in Truck. She may 
perhaps ſometimes beat down the Price of a 
Commodity; and yet with no Deſign to over- 
reach the Dealer, but only to reconcile the Bar- 
my to common Reaſon: by ſhewing the mani- 
eſt Difference either of Weight or Meaſure, 
Quantity or Quality, or ſome other diſtinguiſh- 
ing Circumſtance of Inequality, even in the ve- 
ry ſame Species of Trade: It is none of her 


Practice to depreciate other People's Goods on- 


ly for her own Profit. That would look like 
Tricking or outwitting, rather than fair Traf- 
ficking or honeſt Merchandiſing, But ſhe labours 
at nothing ſo much by bartering with her Mo- 
ney, as downright Dealing, Honour and Ho- 
neſty : not in the leaſt regarding any ground- 
leſs Inventions, new-faſhion'd Eſfabliſhments, or 
national Cheats. In ſhort, whether ſhe buys, or 
ſells, or barters, ſhe makes the beſt Merchandiſe 
of it in the Market, and manages in every Re- 
ſpe&, with all the Wiſdom and Prudence of Re- 
ligion and Morality, . | 

IN all her virtuous Dealings, ſhe has nothing 
ſo much at Heart as the Flouriſhing of Trade, 
the Succeſs of the Royal-Exchange, and the Pro- 
ſperity of the whole Kingdom. She need not 
Deſire to Change Fortunes or Qualifications with 
the moſt renowned Ladies. Her Lamp of Life 
is perpetually ſhining in the Day, and never ex- 
tinguiſh'd by Night, for Want of freſn Sup- 
plies of Oyl, Labour and Watchfulnefs, Her 
Merchandiſe is ſo good, and her Commerce ſo 
aniverſal, for the Sake of her dear Family, that 
it is her Husband's chief Comfort and Happi- 
neſs. For if he happens by chance to be for- 
d through Mivſorrunes, 6r the nn 
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the Times, to ſeek his Bread in Foreign Regions; 
ſhe may, peradventure, by this Means, be able 
to recover his loſt Fortune, and reſtore him to 
his Native Country. At leaſt he may reaſon- 
ably hope for better Things in Time, by the 
Bleſſing of her inſuperable Virtues. 


* 
hee 


VERSE XIX. 


1 SHE layeth her Hands to the Spinale, and 
her Hands hold the Diſtaff. 


PAKAPHRASE. 


E R humble Greatneſs appears in this 
Fe Verſe, as a very remarkable Inſtance 

of her inceſſant Virtue and condeſcend- 
N ing Goodneſs. It particularizes her dili- 
gent Work, as well as ſets forth the Worthineſs 
of her Imploy ment; which deſerves the greateſt 
Paraphraſe of Praiſe for her Pains. Upon Occa- 
ſion of her Admonition and Aſſiſtance, ſhe lays 
hold of any Opportunities, either to direct the 
Management ot her Family-Affairs, or promote 
the Progreſs and Intereſt of her Manufact ures. 
She does not think it beneath her Honour and 
Quality, whether it be by Birth or Fortune, 
to take upon her the meaneſt Offices of the 
Diſtaff and Spindle either by twiſting the Thread 
and the Tarn with her own buſy Fingers, or 
winding them up with her own expeditious 
Hands, in a convenient Bottom, for better Ser- 
vice or farther Uſe. She eſteems it no Servi- 
lity to be doing of Good in any Reſpe& or 
Station ot Lite, Domeſtick or Civil, is the 
Practice. 
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3 Inſomuch that the Spindle becomes 
er chief Diverſion ; and the Diſtaff, her choſen 
Delight or Recreation. She deems it only as 
an agreeable Relaxation from her other hard 
Labours and corporeal Drudgeries, to be in- 
gag'd at her Spinning-Wheel. It revives her flag- 
ging Spirits, and repairs her failing Strength. 
The Action of it ſupports her Body from ſink- 
ing into Sortiſhneſs. She reckons it a Refreſh- 
ment in Compariſon of her former Fatigues: 
Thus reſtor'd from her more laviſh Imploy- 
ments, to a better State of Liberty and Lei- 
ſure ; ſhe puts her willing Hands, with Satisfa- 
ction and Gaiety, to Wool, Tow, or Flax on the 
Diſtaff : and makes an elaborate Piece of Work 
on't, in the winding-up of the Clew. Hereby 
ſhe furniſhes Abundatice both of Linen and IWool- 
len Manuſactures, fit for the fineſt, as well as 
courſeſt Uſes of Mankind, either in Private or 
Publick. From hence ſhe finiſhes at laſt what 
Effects ſoever, either the Diligence of the Diſtaff 
or Diſpatch of the Spindle can afford of Curi- 
oſity and Service, by her excellent Home ſpur 
Cloth worth any Body's Wearing. Thus ſhe 
lays out her precious Time, and exerciſes the 
extraordinary Talents God has given her for 
the Good of the whole World, as well as the 
culiar Emolument of her owa particular Fa- 
mily. And when all is done, ſhe never fails of 
leaving a remarkable Memorial of her own laſt- 
ing Handy-Works behind her Back, for the fu- 
ture Praiſe of Poſterity, or the Imitation of 
other excellent Houſewives that are to come after; 
and ought to follow her ingenious Example. 


REMARES: 
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REMARKS. 


CCUPATION is one conſiderable End 

of our Being. Buſineſs muſt always fol- 
low it of Courſe, out of meer Neceſſity. To 
Be, and to be imploy'd, are conſequently much 
the ſame Things. The One implies the Other, 
and cannot well ſubfiſt without its Attendance. 
Work began with our Creation. Husbandry was 
coæval with Adam, in delving and digging 
the Ground. New Inventions, Crafts and Cu- 
rioſities, took their Beginning ſoon after the 
making of Man. Arts and Artificers had their 
Riſe together, almoſt as ſoon as Original Go» 
vernment; and plead the fame Honour and 
Uſefulneſs, if not Antiquity or Precedency, 
both for their Practice and Profeſſion. Ar;- 
ſtotle defines an Art to be a Habit of Working 
according to right Reaſon. Or, to deſcribe it 
more fully, it is the Knowledge of ſomething 
invented, perfected, or acquir'd by Uſe, Inſtru- 
ction or Reaſon ; either tending to the Benefit 
and Advantage of humane Society, or the neceſ- 
ſary Service, Support and Preſer vation of Man's 


Life. All Arts conſiſt either in Theory or Pra- 


tice: Thoſe are Speculative only in Contem- 
plation, and chiefly regard the Mind; thele are 
more Active, and peculiarly affect the Body with 
Reſpect to mechanical Operations. As Mature 
is of the greateſt Perfection, next to God; ſo 
Art that comes-up neareſt to Nature, is the moſt 
perfect and accompliſh'd Work : which plainly 
appears by excellent Images and Pitures ap- 
proaching next to Life; ſo that Art it lelf is 

little more than an Imitation of Nature's Produ- 


tions, to the beſt Improvement of humane SA. 
| A. 


— — 
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Mechanical Arts or Handy-Crafts preſuppoſe by 
the Way, that Man ſtands in Need of Three 
Temporal Things, Aliments, Houſes and Cloath- 
ing, for the neceſſary Maintenance of this Life. 
Aliments are requir'd to reſtore the daily Con- 
ſumption cf radical Moiſture, waſting away by 
natural Heat, as the Oyl does by the burn- 
ing Week in the Lamp; ſtill ſupplying freſh 
Recruits of moiſt Nouriſhment, either by Bread, 
Wine, Fleſh or other Food, to ſupport a Man's 
Being and Life in Proportion. Whence aroſe 
ſeveral common Trades of innumerable Handy- 
Crafts- Men, without mentioning their Names 3 
to prepꝭh re for us the uſual Proviſion of Victuale 
neceſſary for our daily Suſtenance. The Uſe of 
Houſes, in the next Place, is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry for our private Retirement and Refuge, not 
to live always in the publick Streets, open 
Fields or in Common; but to ſolace our ſelves 
in private, ſuccour our Families, and keep our 
Goods under Covert, like ſociable Creatures or 
ſober Chriſtians. Whence aroſe ſeveral labori- 
ous Devices of ingenious Architects, without a 
Poſſibility of reciting them; to ere& us ſtately 
Eaifices, or convenient Buildings to dwell in; 
for our Well Being, ſheltering us from the Wea- 
ther, and providing for the Welfare, Safety 
and Protection of our Lives in {eparate Habita- 
tions. The Uſe of Cloathing is likewiſe of as 
indiſpenſable Neceſſity to cover our Nakedneſs, 
to preſerve the natural Heat of our Bodies, and 
keep them from external Cold, or catching worſe 
Diſtempers. Whence aroſe ſeveral witty Ja- 
vent ions of induſtrious Mechanicks, without Num- 
her; to make us Cloaths by an Art as old as 
ſowing of Fig-Leaves together, and to provide 
us with warm well-wrought Garments or ſuit- 
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able Apparel, for the better Preſervation of our 
Healths, as well as Decency of our Perſons. 
Good Cloathing is as neceſſary, prudential and 
expedient as our daily Nutriment : and we are 
highly oblig'd, or originally beholden to the 
Handy-Crafts of the Diſtaff and uſeful Works 
of the Spindle, for that gentee] Accompliſhment. 
But after All, it is the undeniable Duty of all 
Artificers, to avoid any Fraud or Deceit, as well 
as Negligence or Naughtineſs in their vendible 
Wares and curious Manufactures. They are un- 
der the greateſt Obligation ſtill, to refer the 
chief End of their Labours more to the com- 
mon Profit, Intereſt, and Service of the reſt of 
Mankind, than their own private Gain or Ad- 
vantage. However, if we may believe the Poets, 
it is to the Wiſdom of Minerva, that we owe the 
Invention of Spinning and Weaving. She found- 
out the Uſe of Oyl, as well as the Art of ma- 
king and colouring of Cloth: ſo that many of 
the greateſt Perſonages of Old did not diſdain to 
ſubmit their willing Hands, in ſome Meaſure, 
to incourage ſuch uſeful Artifices and profitable 
Imployments; and why ſhould moſt of our Mo- 
derns utterly reje& or neglect them in all Points 
of Proficiency in Trade: conſidering that they 
claim a Goddeſs for their Director; and for the 
Authority, Goodneſs, or Eſtabliſhmeat of their 
Manufattories. | | 
_ HUMILITY intitles our virtuous Lady, 
by this Text, to the nobleſt Character and high- 
eſt Encomium; however diſproportionable to her 
Dignity, or falling far ſhort of her ſuperlative 
Worth, both Humane and Divine. Firſt, ſhe 
walks humbly with her glorious God, and then 
ſers her bleſſed Family at Work by her inſtru- 
ctive Example, with Meekneſs, Patience, and 
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Long - ſuffering. She is not high- minded; but 
lowly to the laſt Degree of Love, Candour and 
Condeſcention. She ſnews no imperious Pride, 
and diſcovers no inſulting Haughtineſs. With- 
out this Virtue, ſhe believes there can be no 
real Greatneſs, nor Perfection, acceptable to the 
Author of it, and the Giver of that Grace. It 
puts her upon great Exploits, without Vanity ; 
upon dangerous Hazards, without Fear ; upon 
forlorn Hardſhips, without Deſpair z upon Er- 
tunate Attempts, without Diſcouragement; and 
upon extreme Difficulties, without any Dejection 
of Mind, Diſturbance of Thought, or Change of 
Temper. She is not humble out of a meer 
Contempt or Abjection of her ſelf in Thought 
and Action; but in a modeſt Purſuit of unaf- 
fected Honour and involuntary Glory: not for 
popular Oſtentation, but as a never-falling Re- 
ward of the tacit Virtue it Self. She thinks all 
other Glory falſe and ſpurious, as wel] as vain 
and vicious. She affets no Honour voluntarily 
by bumbling her ſelf, but what her Works ma- 
nifeſtly deſerve, and conſequently muſt be gi- 
ven her even againſt her Will, Her greateſt 
Honour is readily to refuſe it when it becomes 
due, and to deſpiſe the forward Payment of 
the Debt ſo juſtly contracted upon Honour. 
She values no ſecular Grandeur, Preferment or 
Riches, any more than gilded Bawbles, or noiſy 
Rattles, in Compariſon of Humility. She knows 
her ſelf better than to be proud of her Virtue, 
or to magnify it into a Vice. When jhe com- 
pares the frequenteſt Notes with her Creator, 
ſhe annihilates her ſelf as an undeſerving dimi- 
nutive Creature: and reſolves All at laſt into 
this ſingle Point, that nothing but a perverſe 
and depray'd Judgment can prize Earth before 
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Heaven, or prefer temporal Pleaſures before 
eternal Felicities. By her great Humiliation, ſhe 
becomes obedient to Superiors, familiar with 
Equals, and courteous towards Inferiors : never 
wedded to her own Will, Humour, Genius, 
Singularity, or Inclination. She receives all Of- 
fences or Affronts with Patience, and gives none 
with Deſign, Paſſion or Prejudice. She bears 
the vileſt Indignities with a hearty Forgive- 
neſs, or abſolute Reſignation to the ſole Propri- 
etor of Revenge: and does all the good Offices 
in her Power for evil Ones, by her ſingular 
Grace of a general Pardon, and a particular Ob- 
Iivion. She carries an univerſal Indemnity about 
her for all ſuch little worthleſs Rebels againſt 
Virtve, Betrayers of Innocence, and Murderers 
of good Nature, as reproach her Humility. In 
ſhort, ſhe is ſilent, not tl ative; loves Privacy 
and Retirement, not publick Concourſes or intri- 
guing Interviems; delights in ſecret Solitudes 
and peaceable Soliloquies, not in Court - Ceremo- 
mes or common Conferences of Amour : and 
contracts the Affairs of the whole World (as it 
were) into the narrow Compaſs of her own 
Boſom. Her own inoffenſive Breaſt ſhe takes to 
be her beſt Confident. She is' always true and 
faithful to her ſelf; ſedate and ſerious in her 
Thoughts; modeſt and circumſpect in her Acti- 
ons ; grave and graceful in her Speech; plea- 
ſant and delightful in her Countenance ; diſcreet 
and-prydent in her Carriage or Behaviour in 
Publick : infomuch that one may read the Hu- 
mility of her Heart on the Outſide of her Bo- 
dy. Thus ſhe ſtands ever well prepar'd for hum- 
bling her ſelf, and ſubmitting her uſetul Hand; 
to help her Domeſticks, by condeſcending to the 
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meaneſt Offices of Virtue, Kindneſs, and Indu- 
ſtry in her Houſhold-Works. 

IT is worth Obſervation, what true Pains 
ſuch an induſtrious Trades-Woman, as I may call 
her, takes to diſcharge the Duty of a faithful 
Miſtreſs of her Houſhold. For the better Rid- 
dance of her Work, ſhe lays her Hands readily 
to any Thing that comes in her Way, as well 
as the Diſtaff and Spindle ;, and will be ſure to 
give it a Lift in the Family with her owa Fin- 
gers, Either to oblige her Husband, deſerve her 
Children's good Word, or recommend her own 
prudent Conduct and Behaviour to the World. 
By this Means, ſhe makes one of the beſt Com- 
mon-Wealth's-Women, in a right Senſe. Cloth- 
Working was always juſtly eſteem'd a commen- 
dable Imploy, as well as profitable; eſpecially 
when it is undertaken by proper Perſons, for 
ſo laborious a Province. I do not mean that 
Ladies of Quality are oblig'd to ſuch ſervile Of- 
fices. But they might incourage them in ochers, 
more for the Promotion of Trade, However, 
nothing comes amiſs to our generous handy 
Cloth Worker's Mind in the Text : nothing falls 
under her Reluctancy or Relentmenr, but the 
Fear of giving Offence to the Neighbouring Houſes 
Wives where ſhe lives, and becoming their E- 
nemy by a reputed Over-doing her Duty, to their 
Diſgrace. But ſuch idle Reflections as Theirs 
can prove only the Foil of her Virtues, and ſet 
them off with the brighter Glory. Such envi- 
ous Reproaches are charg'd too deep; and, like 
1. Guns, immediately recoil upon themſelves 
in the Diſcharge. | 

I. A virtuous Wife need not be aſham'd to 
handle the Diſtaf, or hold it in Eſteem. She 
reckons it no Diſparagement for a Cauntry- 
ICT. [7-1 h 4 RTM | Gentiles 
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Gentlewoman, in her Opinion, to prepare a 
Rock full of Tow, Flax or Wool, either for the 
Work of her own Hands, or the Task of her 
Maid - Seruvants; who cannot be half ſo well im- 
loy'd in any other uſeleſs Vanities, or new- 
aſhion'd Fooleries. What Harm can there be 
in making ready ſuch notable homely Utenſils, 
fit for Buſineſs in Families ? Carding, Spinning 
or Weaving, &c. are no ſuch diſgraceful Ope- 
rations. They will neither ſpoil their Beauties, 
nor hinder their Marriages. A well-furniſh'd 
Rack heretofore in a Woman's Breaſt, was e- 
ſteem'd a good Guard againſt Idleneſs, and us'd 
to be reckon'd in former Days, an honourable 
Badge of her Induſtry and Virtue, It was 
thought a noble Mark of her honeſt Houſe- 
wif'ry, as well as the Innocency of her Imploy- 
ment. It was an ocular Demonſtration of her 
Humility and Submiſſion of Mind. In the Acti- 
on it ſelf, ſhe has an excellent Leſſon of Wiſ- 
dom, as well as a Task of Work ſet her by 
the Undertaking. She may, in ſome Meaſure, 
read her own Deſtiny by its Meditation. It is 
a ſort of an Oracle, to awake her into a Watch» 
fulneſs of her Duty. It puts her in mind both 
of Morality and Religion. It calls to her Re- 
membrance, her precious Time, paſt, preſent 
and to come; how it has been, or is, or ought 
to be ſpent for the future in good Works. It 
is a perfect Embleme of accompliſhing all our La- 
bours and finiſhing our Lives. It makes her con- 
tinually ruminate upon the Fable of the Three 
Siſter- Ladies of Fate; Lacheſis, for holding the 
Diſtaff of Life; Clotho, for managing the Spindle 
of it; and Atropos, for cutting-off the Thread 
that is ſpur : or at leaſt it puts her upon ſtu- 
dying how to make her ſelf the happy —_ 
bh, | 8 
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of it; by avoiding any fatal Miſcarriages, and 
ſpinning out her Days to the greateſt Length. 
For while ſhe pulls out the Threads at Work, ſhe 
cannot but conſider the Shortneſs of humane Life; 
and that it is ſoon broken-off from the Diſtaff 
by any little Accident, without the ſtricteſt Re- 
gard and niceſt Care. And again, while ſhe 
turns the Spinning-Wheel, ſhe cannot but recol- 
le& the various Chances, Changes, and Circu- 
lations of fickle Fortune, whirling about in a 
continual Round of Ups and Downs in the 
World : and who knows but ſhe may be better 
provided for before ſhe dies, by her remarkable 
Diligence. In fine, they are Both the beſt Me- 
morandums, either of prolonging her Life, or 
making her own Fertune and Preferment. But 
the wonderful different Motions, Movements 
and Viciſſitudes of ſublunary Things, eaſily per- 
ſwade her to fix her Thoughts upon Better, 
or more permanent Bleſſings above the Moon. 
II. A Perſon ot more than ordinary Worth 
alſo, as a prudent Mother of a Family, need 
not be aſham'd of taking the Spindle into her 
curious Hand. It can be deem'd no Diſgrace 
to her Honour and Exccllency, to imploy Her 
ſelf or handy Servant-Maids in ſpinning either 
Linen or Woollen-Garments, neceſſary for her 
Houſhold ; or in making ſome finer Things fit 
for her own Wearing and modeſt Attire. No- 
thing can be more uſeful or ſerviceable, than 
bome-made Cloth ; let the Admirers of Foreign 
Stuff ſay what they will, to pleaſe their Fancies. 
Where's the Difficulty ; where's the Diſadvan- 


tage; where's the Diſhonour at laſt of ſuch be- 


neficial Handy-Crafts? Let common Reaſon de- 
termine the Queſtion. Will the Spindle hurt 
either their Maid's tender Hands or delicate 
| Faces ? 
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Faces? Will it deprave them; will it defile 
them; will it depreciate them in the Event? 
No; ſuch nice Handy works as may be done, 
either with the Spindle or the Needle, will ra- 
ther recommend them to better Fortune. Let 
our lazy Servants conſider. Did Spinning ever 
impoveriſh any working Woman? Did it ever 
diſtemper her Body, diſturb her Mind, or de- 
bauch ker Morals? lt rather keeps her out 
of Jdleneſs; which is the very Mother of moſt | 
Miſchiefs, Misfortunes and ill Manners. How- | 
ever, our virtuous Spinſter, well remembring the 
Story of the afore-mention'd fatal Deſtinies, mo- 
ralizes the Fiction; and thinks the Meanneſs of 
the Office no Diſcouragement, from underta- 
king fo good a Manufacture, or promoting ſo 
great a Trade at Home: neither does ſhe look | 


upon it to be any Degradation of her Dignity, 


or Diſgrace ſufficient to ſully her ſuperiour 
Glories. But ſhe will be ſtill doing ſome ſuch 
ſort of ingenious Work or other, to make a 
right Uſe of her Life; like the laborious S:Uk- 
Worm, one of the greateſt Wonders of the Cre» 
ation, as well as a lively Embleme of the laſt 
glorious Reſurrection: perpetually ſpinning out 
her own Bowels, to cover the Nakedneſs of 
her Family, and cloath her Children with the 


richeſt Attire ſhe can afford to adorn their Bo- 


dies, or beautify their perſonal Appearance. 
ALL Miſconſtruction apart! Far be it from 
my Deſign here to preſcribe any mechanical 
Practices, Profeſſions or Servilities to Ladies of 
the greateſt Eminence, Honour and Nobility ! 
How ridiculous would it be to imagine, that 
Perſons of the higheſt Quality by Birth; deſcend- 
ed peradventure from ſome Royal Race, of fa- 
mous Extract and memorable Antiquity: 


ſhould 
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ſhould ever condeſcend to the vulgar Exerciſes 
of the Diſtaff and Spindle ! Such vile paltry Vo- 
cations are below their Virtues, and proper on- 
ly for their Vaſſals. Thoſe dull heavy Arts 
would never ſuit their Delicacies of Nature, 
Tenderneſſes of Nurture, or Softneſſes of Conſtitu- 
tion. It is none of my Buſineſs, either to direct 
their Excellencies, or correct their Indolences 
of domeſtick Adminiſtration, Their Government 
is above our private Sphere. But however, with 
Submiſſion, they might incourage ſuch uſeful 
Occupations more in their Families among their 
idle Servants, without any Reflection. Honeſt 
Manufattures of any ſerviceable Kind, for pub- 
lick Uſe, would keep them well imploy'd. Bet- 
ter Inſtruction, and more Experience in ſpin- 


ning, or making of Cloth for ſeveral Sorts of 


Apparel, would do their Underſtandings no 
Harm. It would neither impair their Health, 
nor deſtroy their Strength; neither prejudice 
their Fudgments, nor corrupt their Virtues, nor 
ſpoil their Fortunes: but only ingage the uſe- 
leſs Part of their Lives, in improving and ad- 
vancing the Products of our Native Country, 
into the beſt Handy-Works, from the Spinner's 
Wheel, or the Heaver's Loom. Thoſe com- 
mendable Operations are neither improper for 
inferiour Perſons, nor impracticable. They have 
Time enough to ſpare, which —_ to be ſpent 
in ſuch valuable Productions, or ſome other pro- 
gtable Imployments for the publick Good, 
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VERSE XX. 


3SH E ftretcheth out her Hand to the Poor ; 
yea, ſhe reacheth forth her Hands to the 


Neeay, 
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V this we ſee, that Virtue does not 
only put her upon getting all the 
5 Wealth ſhe can by her excellent 

9 Handy. Nor ks, but likewiſe upon gi- 
— Ring out of her honeſt Gains to the 
Poor, with the greateſt Liberality. Her for- 
wardneſs appears no leſs conſiderable in relie- 
ving indigent People abroad, than it does by 
inriching thoſe of her own Houſhold. She ſup- 
plies all their Wants, with Bounty and Chear- 
fulneſs, to the utmoſt of her Power: and her 
Charity does not only ſuccour thoſe needy Souls 
that live near her Perſon, but reaches thoſe al- 
ſo, that are at a tremoter Diſtance from her 
Habitation, Her kind Hand is always ſtretch- 
ed out to help them upon Sight, as the moſt 
moving Objects of her ſingular Goodneſs and 
Compaſſion. She puts her Arm remarkably up- 
on the Stretch, for their preſent and immediate 
Relief; which ſhews the Readineſs of her Mind, 
to ſupport thoſe poor helpleſs Creatures. Nay, 
the often reaches forth both her bountiful Hands, 
far and near, to aſſiſt the Diſtreſſed: extending 
them abſolutely out of an Eagerneſs of Zeal, 
and a paſſionate Regard for their Miſeries ; ei- 


ther to comfort their Sorrows, heal their Sores, 
cure 
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cure their Maladies, redreſs their Grievances, 
or give them Subſiſtence under all their diſ- 
conſolate Neceſſities. Her Charity is ſo exten- 
ſive and univerſal, that it diffuſes it ſelf to the 
fartheſt Parts, and ſpreads like the Sun all over 
the World, with its cheriſhing Beams or kinder 
Influences. Every virtuous Perſon ſhe hears of 


in Affliction and Poverty, is immediately in- 


titled to the comfortable Supplies of her Purſe, 
without Diſtinction. If he paſſes in View by 
the Door of her Houſe, or meets her en paſſant 
in the Streets, he is ſure never to go away 
empty- handed or unreliev'd. If he ſuffers for 
Conſcience· Sale, his Exigencies are only the grea- 
ter Exerciſes of her Virtue, and ſtronger In- 
citements of her Liberality. His Poverty makes 
her rich in good Works, and cauſes her but 
to abound the more in her Bounty. Beſides, 


ſhe oftentimes gives with both Hands too, as the 


Text hints, in the plural Number, over and above 
ExpeQation : thereby doubling or multiplying 
her Deeds of Charity to the pooreſt Sufferers. 
And then again, no Diſtance of Time or Place 
can outreach her Charity, or ſhorten her Arm. 
It arrives out of Hand; and goes the greateſt 
Lengths of her Riches, Power or Capacity. It 
extends to the fartheſt known Parts of the Earth, 
and is not bounded on this Side Heaven ; for the 
Memorial of it is recorded in the everlaſtin 


Books Above, if I may be allow'd to ſpeak 10 


metaphorically. la fine, the extraordinary Acts 
of her Generoſity, next to a pious Profuſeneſs, 
finiſh her Character, crown her Glory, and ac- 
compliſh her Happineſs with the loudeſt Ho- 
nours, Praiſes, and Prayers of thankful reliev'd 
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HARITY, in its general Acceptation of 
Love, ſeems chiefly to conſiſt in the good 
Offices of Aſſiſtance and Forgiveneſs the One re- 
lating to the Neceſſities of our Friends and Exi- 
gencies of our Neighbours, in Point of Diſtreſs; 
and the Other, as plainly regarding the Injuries 
of our Foes and Offences of our Enemies, in Point 
of Revenge. In that Senſe, we pc hag are o- 
blig'd to relieve, ſuccour and comfort the For- 
wer: in this, we are as much bound to love 
and bleſs the Latter, or intirely to forgive them, 
and do them Good for Evil; not to retaliate, 
but requite their worſt Treatment, or wickedeſt 
Returns with Kindneſc. But the old Moraliſts, 
among the Jews, ſcarce ever carry'd their Cha- 
rity up to that Degree of Perfection, in this 
laſt Signification, They talk'd of an Eye for an 
Eye, and a Tooth for a Tooth, by Way of inſiſt- 
Ing upon a ſpecifical Puniſhment, or a revenge- 
ful Recompence. And yet vie find that the wiſer 
Antients were very gener6us, diſcreet and ho- 
nourable, in revenging of Injuries with Diſdain. 
The Philoſophers made a common PraQice on't. 
Good may be drawn from the worſt of Enemies, 
ſays Xenophon, as the ſweeteſt Honey is made by 
the Bees from the bittereſt Thyme ; and ſome of 
the beſt Medicines come from the moſt poiſonous 
Serpents. Theophraſtus aſſerts, that Revenge hurts 
our ſelves more than it does our Enemies Harm. 
Cicero adviſes to contemn Injuries, rather than. 
contend with them for Maſtery. A Spirit of 
Revenge reigning in our ſplenetick Breaſts, how 
ſweet ſoever by the Proverb, is only a ſelf-will'd 
or malevolent Diſcompoſure of Mind, that * 
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fles our own Tempers, and diſconcerts our ſe- 
dateſt Thoughts, for the Satisfaction of others 
out of the Reach on't. There can be no right 
Way of repelling Injury by private Force, or 
diſcretionary Violence, but only by publick Law 
and ſtated Fuſtice : — i Sdnrdaadloy 4uvyay, as 
Phocylides morally directs. Plutarch calls an Ene- 
my a School-Maſter, whether ſelfiſh or ſevere, 
that coſts us nothing for teaching us Experience; 
but Caution and Prudence againſt his future Trea- 
cheries. The Reproaches of a profeſs'd Enemy 
are ridiculous, and no Diſreputation. His Tongue 
is no Slander, that deſerves Credit. He that 
gives the Lie in Couverſation, is the Liar him- 
ſelf, againſt the Rule of good Manners. No Af- 
front is ſufficient for a Duel by the ſoundeſt 
Reaſon. O Dueller! The Sword is the King's 
only, and not thine. No Indignity can be Pro- 
vocation enough to take away Life, either in 
hot or cold Blood; nor can it ever juſtify Mur- 
der, but among common Bravo's, Bullies and Aſ- 
ſaſſines. Socrates and Plato, both Maſter and 
Scholar of the greateſt Wiſdom, went farther 

et, and agreed, that no Revenge was either law- 
fol or reaſonable. Better receive, than do Evil; 
better tale, than give Offence ; better ſuffer, than 
ſin, are the ſoundeſt Maxim of humane Poli- 
ticks, Religion or Philoſophy. The nobleſt Point 
of Honour and Magnanimity, is to bear the 
moſt violent or arbitrary Outrages with Patience. 
A Man ſhews more Bravery and Courage in 
generovſly forgiving, than invidiouſly revenging a 
Wrong. The beſt Revenge is Contempt; and it 
generally proves the greateſt Conqueror. For 
when an Enemy finds himſelf deſpis'd, he thinks 
himſelf almoſt half-murder'd. *Tis next to cut- 


ting his Throat, not to be thought worthy of 
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another's Anger, or a vindictive Word. But 
to do any Miſchief to our vileſt Enemies in 
Heat and Choter, is to be reveng'd of our ſelves, 
and recoiling the Injury, with a Vengeance, on 
our own Heads. It is like revenging Death up- 
on our own Lives, and turning it the wrong 
Way. We ovght not to be Judges in our own 
private Caſes. We are none of the Twelve 
at Weſtminſter: Hall. The Law is open and pub- 
lick. There Juſtice and Puniſhment take Place. 
I muſt not rob a Thief to be reveng'd of him, 
nor make Repriſals that Way, to recover my 
Right. If a Maſty- Dog bites me, or an Aſs gives 
me a Blow, muſt | take out a Writ, or bring an 
Action againſt them; to ſhew that I am their 
Competitor or Equal? If Lam mock'd, or ſcof- 
fingly reproach'd, muſt I mimick the Buffoon of a 
Fool for Company? If I am diſhonour'd, or 
diſgrac'd by a Poultron, muſt 1 honour him with 
my Reſentments upon the ſame Level? If he re- 
vile, or vilify me with his backbiting Tongue 
in private, muſt I rail by his Example, and not 
ſpeak well of the Wretch ; to make him aſham'd 
of Himſelf in publick? If he hate, or perſe- 
cute me without Occaſion, muſt not I love the 
ſpiteful Brute; to be unlike him, as a Toad and 
a Tyger that has loſt his Teeth, and ſpit his Ve- 
nom? The greateſt Enemies may ſometimes be 
made the beſt Friends, by Diſcretion. We ought 
to bleſs them that curſe us, for a Reconciliation ; 
and to conquer them with Chriftianity : by do- 
ing them Good for Evil, Right for Wrong, and 
heartily wiſhing them well in the World. We 
are oblig'd to prayfor their Converſion here, and 
Forgrveneſs hereafter to Salvation; if not alſo for 
their temporal Proſperity, and ſecular Welfare 
in the mean Time. We ovght to wiſh them all 
Ha p- 
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Happineſs, and every Thing, according to the 
famous Advice of juſt Antiſthenes, but Valour, 
Power, and ill Will enough to do us a farther 
Miſchief. This is a Kind of vindictive Charity; 
it overcomes all Inſults through Patience, kills 
with Kindneſs, and triumphs by Submiſſion. It 
always turns to the Diſadvantage of the Van- 
quiſher, and gives the Glory of the Victory to 
the Yanquiſhed, by the Right of Chriſtian War- 
fare, or ſpiritual Conqueſt. Not to ſeem too 
tedious by theſe Quotations. In ſhort, the bleſ- 
ſed Feſus Himſelf forgave Judas, for our Exam- 
ple, who betray'd the Lord of Life to his Cruci- 
fixion. But Charity, in giving to the Poor, andaſ- 
ſiſting the Needy in their Wants, is the chief 
Drift, and main Subject of our preſent Diſcourſe. 

RELIGIOUS Charity then, the greateſt 
of the ſacred Graces, becomes a virtuous Woman's 
natural Choice, almoſt as well as acquir'd by 
Divinity, or given by God. It is an infallible 
Criterion of her incomparable Goodneſs; but not 
excluſive, either of Faith or of Hope. All the 
Three of Courſe fall regularly into the Compo- 
ſition of her Chriſtian Charadter and Profeſſion. 
And, although this be the Laſt of them in No- 
mination, ſhe makes it the Firft in her Election; 
to conſummate the Glory of the other Two in 
Practice. She believes it to be the chief Or- 
nament of her Mind, as well as Happineſs of 
her Life, to aſſiſt the Poor and the Needy, by 
her extraordinary Bereficence, to the utmoſt of 
her Fortune or Ability; ia Order to finiſh her 
univerſal Love towards all Mankind, labouring 
under the common Calamities of the World, 
But then ſhe carries her Charity ſtill on to a 
higher Pitch of Perfection, than meer Morality 
could ever yet reach; by forgiving her Enemies, 


as well as relieving thoſe of the Hoaſho!d of 
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Faith, and ſuperſeding all the Levitical or Moral 
Laws of Retaliation or Revenge, through the 
Mildneſs of her Temper, and Love of her Sa- 
viour, for the Honour of Chrift;anity : in Imita- 
tion of the Meekneſs of the Lamb, which was 
to diſarm the Fierceneſs of the Lion, and turn 
his Heart to a Miracle. However yet, ſhe can 
eaſily diſtinguiſh aright between Friends and 
Foes, between People's Merits and Demerits; to 
find- out proper Objects among the Multitude of 
common Beggars, and fix chiefly upon thoſe that 
beſt deſerve her charitable Relief in private; 
who, perhaps, have not the Aſſurance to beg 
Abroad, and make a Trade of their Neceſſities. 
She very well knows, that ſome poor honeſt 
Houſe-Keepers come to Decay, with their nu- 
merous Families, ſtand in greater Need and Want 
more than all the errant Srrolers or ſturdy Ya- 
grants about the Town. Such diſtreſſed Hoſpi- 
tallers, as I may call them, at their own Homes, 
never fail of her generous Help, or comfortable 
Aſſiſtance. And yet her actual Beneficence in Pub- 
lick too, is as general, diffuſive and unlimited, 
as her well known Benevolence can reaſonably 
be ſuppos'd ; ſaving this juſt Diſtinction of com- 
mon Prudence and Diſcretion, in Regard of a 
virtuous Poverty. Virtue always has her Prefe- 
rence, and finds her primary Favours. She is a 
Sort of an univerſal Hoſpital her ſelf, for the 
Subſiſtence or Maintenance of all Starvlings of 
any Worth, Merit or Character: Inſomuch that 
nothing can exceed or excel the liberal Extenſi- 
on, and bountitul Porrection of her helpful Hands 
to the Poor; as ſhe is true to the Text ſtill, 
and always acts on the right Hand. Thus fhe 
exactly moralizes the poetical Story of the Three 


Graces All ia One, to the beſt Advantage, ”— 
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her own Uſe, Application and Practice: not 
only aſſimilating, but far exceeding Aglaia in 
the Brightneſs, Thalia in the Floridneſs, and 
Euphroſyne in the Joyfulneſs of her incompara- 
ble Charity. The very Number of them ſhews 
us how to give Alms bountifully, to receive good 
Turns thankfully, and to requite Courteſies bene- 
volently. The feign'd Embleme is excellently 
moral and uſeful in Reality. One of them is 
ſuppos'd to be painted with her Back towards 
us; to repreſent the Favours proceeding from 
our forward Hands: the other Two with their 
Faces towards us; to ſignify that double Thanks 
are indeed due, for one Benefit done in Neceſ- 
ſity. They were drawn »aked, to ſhew thar 
Kindneſſes ought to be done in Truth, without 
Diſſembling, Hypocriſy, or Oſtentation. They 
were pictur'd young, to denote that the Remem- 
brance of Benefits ought ever to grow Old or 
out of Date; laughing, to ſignify the Chearfulneſs 
of the Donor's Mind, in Gifts or Acts of Charity 
and embracing each other Hand in Hand, with 
their Arms link'd together, to teach us that one 
Obligation ſhould draw on another, and be ſo 
intimately complicated, as to make the Knot 
and Bond of Love indiſſoluble. But theſe are 
only faint Reſemblances of our more virtuous, 
graceful and charitable Lady, in a Chriſtian Com- 
pariſon. The Diffuſiveneſs of her greater Cha- 
rity, is expreſsd in the Hebrew Tongue, by ſpread- 
ing out her Hands; as if it was to receive the 
Poor into her Arms, and comfort them in her 
Boſom. She remembers what the Holy Jeſus 
himſelf ſaid, with St. Paul, Acts Chap. xx. Ver. 
35+ It is more bleſſed to give than to receive: we 
have Chriſt's own Word for it; ſo that ſhe be- 
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ſtows all her Gifts upon the Needy, and makes 
the Poor, in a great Meaſure, Receivers General 
of her Bounties. | 

I. HER Charity at Home, is exceedingly re- 
markable, and ſingularly great. How kindly does 
ſhe treat her whole well-provided Family, with 
the tendereſt Affection and moſt effectual Care! 
Every Action of her Life ſhews her faithful 
Love towards them, for their Relief and Con- 
ſolation in all Exigencies. She clings about her 
Husband and Children, like the loving Toy to 
the Oak; and ſolaces them both in Health and 


Sickneſs; in Need, Sorrow, or any other Ad- 


verſity. They are the very Fondlings of her pious 
Life and Soul, as well as the firſt Favourites of 
her growing Charity. Theſe ſhe cheriſhes as the 
tender . Chickens of her Love, above all other 
Creatures. They ſenſibly feel the Warmth of 
her Boſom ; basking in the Beams of her ſhining 
Virtues, and comfortable Embraces. Tis obſer- 
vable, how her natural Affection inlivens their 
Hearts with freſh ſuccours; reinforces their 
Strength, revives their Faculties, ſupplies their 
Deficiencies, and recruits their Satisfattions with 
new Vigour of Life, like the great Luminary : in- 
ſomuch that the Virtue of her Tenderneſs, is lit- 
tle Inferiour to that in a lower Sphere of Acti- 
on; as to its Power, Fer vency, and Diffufive- 
neſs; Influence and Efficacy. In ſhort, ſhe in- 
lightens her whole Houſbold, with a true Spirit 
of Piety and Devoutneſs, by the glorious Gleams 
of her religious Love, Thus indeed her Cha- 
rity begins at Home; as it onght in all Reaſon : 
but it muſt not end there, by her more exten- 
ſive Practice. She puts no Period to it. She 
does not ſtint it to her own well-reliev'd Family ; 
but diſperſes the innumerable Rays of it all 

over 
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over the comforted Neighbourhood ſhe lives in, 
vnconfin'd to a Pariſh or a Kingdom: ſo that 
ſhe ſtill makes her own yet a real Family of Love 
and Religion, as well as Morality, by her com- 
municative Virtues. | 

Il. HER great Charity Abroad, is alſo as 
conſpicuouſly eminent and famous. Strangers 
and Foreigners, as well as Neighbours and Friends 
in Want, are her conſtant Penſioners, and equal- 
ly intitled to her univerſal Charity; as far as 
lies in the Reach of her Fortune, or what ſhe 
can conveniently ſpare from her nearer and 
dearer Family. She manifeſtly appears Benefi- 
cent to the laſt Degree among all People, without 
any ſelfiſh Diſtinctions, whether Trojans, Tyrians, 
or Travellers, as well as her own Country men, 
in their ſeveral Adverſities and Tribulations, 
according to her Ability: let their Troubles 
or Adventures be what they will, ſo they be 
but honourable. Tis true, as I hinted before, 
that every virtuous Woman is not, and perad- 


venture ſhe may not be able to build a Hoſpital 


or an Alms-Houſe but ſhe can ſtill glory in the 
Widow's Mite; and the Smalneſs of her Charity, 
to the utmoſt of her Power and Subſtance, tar 
out-docs ſome other People's larger Donatives, 
either in making of Monuments, founding ot 
Churches, or erecting Chappeis of Eaſe. For Cha- 
rity ought not to be meaſur'd, or valu'd by 
the Bulk, but by the good Will and Capacity 
of the Donor. *Tis not how great, but how good 
the Gife is; how benevolent, how bountzful, 
how generous to the Extremity of the laſt Far- 
thing, the longeſt Stretch of the Hand, or the 
fartheſt Reach of the Pocket. Her forward Purſe 
is always as open and free as her Heart to the 
Bottom, and her willing Hand dives to the 
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Depth of her waſted Coffers, ſor what is left 
of her charitable All, to relieve the Neceſſitous. 
Bur, and if ſhe happens to abound in her re- 
maining Riches, as may be well ſuppos'd by 
God's Bleſſing upon her Virtue, ſhe will alſo a- 
bound as much in her eleemoſynary Benefits, and 
3 her Kindneſs, either to the Immen- 
ity of her own Wealth, or the Greatneſs of other 
People's Wants. She is ſo communicative of 
her ſelf, that the needy Mendicant, the poor 
Petitioner, and the baſhful Object, ſtarving ſome- 
times for Want of Asking, will All fare abun- 
dantly the better for her Treaſure and Affluence; 
vpon her being made ſenſible of their real Ne- 
ceſſities. She makes a Kind of Handy-Craft of 
her Charity; acts with ſilence, and works in ſe- 
cret ; not letting ove Hand know what the o- 
ther does for the Poor; free from any Oſten- 
tation or Vain- glory; without ſounding of Tram- 
pets, or making of Proclamations. She loves no 
Vanity of giving Alms in Publick, out of an 
Affectation of popular Applauſe ; but conveys. 
her gracious Benevolences, and flowing Bounties, 
through the moſt private Conduits or Canals 
of Relief; known only to God and her own 
Conſcience perhaps, without any Privity of the 
Perſons ſo reliev'd. And thus at laſt, ſhe often 
ſteals away in a Manner ſecretly to Heaven, for 
her Reward of Glory, far exceeding the great- 
eſt Noiſe, Pride, and Pomp of this World. 
IN fine, her common Charity proves both uni- 
verſally good and great, as long as ſhe lives, or di- 
vine Providence inables her with earthly Bleſ- 
fings, according to her heavenly Inclination. 
But her chiefeſt Concern ſtill, as well as tendereſt 
Compaſſion, is for conſcientious Sufferers, how to 
help the living Martyrs of Perſecution, or =_ 
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languiſhing Confeſſors of the true Faith : Thoſe 
that cannot change their Principles of Integrity 
for a Livelihood, upon every Turn of the Times, 
nor veer their Religion with every Wind of new 
Doctrine that blows North- ward, and the revo- 
lutionary Weather-Cocks of State- Policy. She 
thinks, when the orthodox Miniſters of the 
Goſpel reaſon of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and 
Judgment to come, in their Preaching, that Fe- 
lix ought to tremble at hearing the Truth. Their 
ſacred Commiſſion is as unalterable as their ſpi- 
ritual Function, and can never be ſuperſeded by 
the ſecular Authority of any commanding Felix's, 
Feſtus s, or Agrippa's in the World. Her innu- 
merable Charities always find-out proper Objetts. 
If ſhe ſees a grave and gray-headed Perſon bend- 
ing under the Burden of Old Age; ker Buſi- 
neſs will be to get him a Staff, and make him 
go as upright as poſſible. It ſhe ſees a Cripple 
either of Hands or Feet; ſhe will find him a 
Crutch, and ſome Help or other for his Lame- 
neſs. If ſhe ſees a blind Man groping along even 
in the Light; ſhe will look upon him with an 
Eye of Pity, lead him into the right Way, or 
provide him with ſome better Aſſiſtance. If 
ſhe ſees a ſick Patient Ilanguiſhing about the 
Streets, or in Private, for Want of ſome whole- 
ſome Medicines, ſhe will afford him a ready Re- 
medy, either for his Comfort or his Cure. If 
ſhe ſees a Priſoner labouring to Death under his 
Confinement for Want of Bread, ſhe will take 
Care to furniſh him with better Subſiſtence, or 
procure his Liberty. Priſoners cither for Debt 
or State- Affairs, (eſpecially thoſe that lie there 
confin'd for Life) are the moſt moving Objetts 
of her generous Compaſſion. How unnaturally do 
the jingling Fetters of the One ring in her _ 
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ciful Ears? How diſagreeably do the lamenta- 
ble Cries of the Other ſound in her charitable 
Hearing? Inſomuch that ſhe deſires nothing 
more at Heart, than a general Fayl- Delivery of 
ſuch poor Inſolvents, and an univerſal Inlarge- 
ment of ſuch poor ſuffering perſecuted Males 
contents. There are, without doubt, a great ma- 
ny common begging Cheats, pretended Lazarus's, 
or artificial Cripples, in this Age of Falſhood 
and Counterfeit. But the reality of the Object, 
among the Lame and the Blind, as well as other 
forlorn Indigents, &c. always makes her as real- 
ly charitavle upon Conviction. They ſhall not 
only take her good Will for the Deed, but have 
her own Act and Deed alſo to prove her good 
Will. Wiſhes and Works, ſhe knows, are dif- 
ferent Things. W hat ſignifies a Sigh or a Groan ? 
It will neither ſet a broken Bone, nor buy a 
wooden Leg upon Amputation. It will not re- 
cover Sight, nor pay the Oculiſt for couching a 
Cataract. It will not buy Bread, nor purchaſe 
any Proviſion for a ſtarving moneyleſs Houſhold. 
She is none of thoſe empty flattering W:ſhers 
and Woulders; but acts as well as prays; and 
immediately falls to Work, how ſhe may effe- 
Qually relieve ſuch diſtreſſed Starvlings, with 
real Succours and ſubſtantial Supports of Mo- 
ney or other Supplies, according to their ſeveral 
Neceſſities. Her Alms-giving becomes ſuper- 
eminently glorious among the many meritorious 
Receivers. In a Word, this is ſhe that appears 
Bountiful, almoſt beyond humane Imagination 
or Expectancy, by her communicative Goodneſs, 
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VERSE XXI. 


5 SHE is not afraid of the Snow for her 
Houſhold : for all her Houſhould are cloath- 
ed with Scarlet. 


PARAPHRASE. 


cis the great Prudence of 
our virtuous Houſbolder, that her 
| Family and Domeſtick Servants 
are in no Danger of Suffering, by 
her provident Care of their Cloath- 
ing, in the hardeſt Winter or ſe- 
vereſt Weather. She furniſhes them with ſe- 
veral Sorts of Rayment, fit for the ſeveral Seaſons 
of the Year, and provides them with double 
Garments for a Change, when the Air grows 
extremely cold. And beſides, ſhe does not on- 
ly cloath them conſtantly in decent Habits for 
private Service; but alſo adorns them ſome- 
times with Scarlet, or the gaieſt Colours, for a 
more ſplendid Appearance, when they are to 
wait upon her, and make the nobleft Figure 
by their publick Attendance. The moſt pier- 
cing Weather, either of Froſt or Snow, cannot 
hurt them Abroad. When they are at Work 
in the Fields, ſhe is in no great Pain for the 
Safety of their Conſtitutions. She knows they 
are well-fed, and warmly clad, to defend them 
from th. Coldneſs of the Seaſon, and preſerve. 
their Bodies from the Injuries of Hail, Rain or 
Snow, in a tempeſtuous Conjuncture. She does 
not much fear that any of her Houſhold, either 

| Hus- 
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Husband, Children or Servants, ſhall ever have 
Reaſon to complain of catching Cold, getting 
Coughs, or falling into Conſumptions, through any 
careleſs Neglect of her good Linen-Houſewif ry, 
or Wollen- Handy-Works. Let the Mind or Wea- 
ther blow what it will Abroad, ſhe always for- 
tifies them well within and without, againſt the 
fouleſt Change a-coming, to endure an unſeaſon- 
able Tempeſt, and ſafely ride out the Storm; or 
to bear- up againſt all the Severities of Winter, 
and arrive at the Spring of Life with greater 
Health and Vigour. She continually keeps her 
Houſe in good Repair, both againſt Wind and 
Mater; and does not only provide generouſly well, 
for their warm Food and Rayment by Day, but 
alſo for their ſleeping in warmer Beds, and 
ſecuring their better Reſt a-nights, againſt the 
growing Labours of To-morrow. Inſomuch 
that ſhe comes to be eſteem'd hereby, the pru- 
denteſt Houſholder of her Sex, as well as the kindeſt 
Miſtreſs of her Family, in this Reſpectof Apparel. 


REMAR K S. 


ſ PPAREL is of as old a Date almoſt as 
our firſt Parents; ald a commendable Fa- 
mion of covering our Nakedneſs, out of com- 
mon Modeſty, or protecting our Bodies from 
external Injuries, out of common Prudence and 
Self-Preſervation. *Twas neceſſary to hide our 
original Sin, and decent to conceal our Shame; 
without forgetting the Fall, cloking the Crime, 
or palliating the wilful D:ſobedience. Both Ne- 
ceſſity and Decency plead for the primitive In- 
ſtitution of a plain, ſimple, modeſt Attire, But 
Exceſs in Apparel is only an additional Fault, 
and ſetting an unneceſſary Gloſs upon our old 
Pride, Ambition, and Vain-glory, at ſecond Hand. 
How do we glory now-a-days in ſuperfluous 
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a-la-mode Trifles? What a Folly is it to put 
our Brutes, as well as our Bodies, in the fineſf 
Trappings, only to ſet-off the natural Inſigni- 
ficancy of Both! What Neceſſity is there for 
adorning the Enemy, decking-up the Priſon, and 
gilding (as I may call the Body) the Poiſon of 
the Soul! That nobler Part, which is Subje& 
to no Sepulchre, or Burying-Place in the Church- 
Yard! This requires the moſt cultivating 
which is above all Worms, but that of Conſci- 
ence and immortal Remorſe. Eraſmus ſays, that 
Exceſs of Apparel argues the Incontinency of 
the Soul. Ir rather allures the Eyes of Beholders 
to wanton Deſires, than charms their Minds to 
any modeſt Admiration of Wiſdom, Innocency 
and Simplicity. Eypictetus adviſes us not to deck 
: our Houſes ſo much with uſeleſs Tables and fine 

Pictures, but to paint them with Temperance and 
Moderation. For thoſe only feed the Eye with 
Vanity, which ſoon fade in Glory ; but theſe 
are laſting Ornaments, and can never be defac'd. 
The great Auguſtus himſelf wore no other Gar- 
ments either iu Time of Peace or War, than ſuch 
as his Wife and Daughters made him; or what 


were plain, modeſt and ſerviceable. Ageſilaus 


made no difference betwixt Winter and Summer, 
in his homely wearing Apparel. Epaminondas 
was contented with one ſingle Suit, or hum- 
ble Gowy, for the whole Year-round. Their Re- 
tinues alſo were as remarkably modeſt, and wor- 
thy of Imitation; free from all Pride, Pomp, 
or ſuperfluous Magnificence. Cato the Elder 
choſe but the neceſſary Attendance of Two or 
Three Servants, when he took a Jour to viſit 
the Provinces of his Government. Scipio Afri- 
canus, one of the greateſt Captains in the World, 
being delegated into Aſia upon an extraordina- 
ry Occaſion, to negotiate a Pacification among 

the 
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the Kings of that Country, was attended only 
with Two of his Friends, and Seven Slaves in 
his Train. But now our Equipages about the 
Streets at Home, are more immoderately ſplen- 
did, to maintain our Grandeur. Our gaudy Trains 
are extraordinary, and our proudy Followers in- 
numerable: more Foot Men, Waiting-women, or 
Ser vant-Maids in our Families, than faithful 
Friends, to ſhew our Greatneſs, and expoſe our 
Ambition Abroad. I would not be thought too 
cynical, or ſingular in cenſuring our New. Fa- 
ſhions; but theſe were the Vanities which the 
Ancient Authors of Morality complain'd of, with 
the greateſt Severity. We affect all the Glories 
of the Peacock's Tail, and Colours of the Rain- 
Bow, ſometimes, in our modern Dreſſes among 
young People. But as there is no Reaſon for 

People's going naked, or living like the fancy'd 
Pre- Adamites,on the one Hand; fo there is no Ne- 
ceſſity, on the other, for dreſſing-up with ſo much 
faſhionable Splendour, nor Room left for ſuch 
vain Gaudineſſes of Affectation. 


DISCRETION over: rules all a good pro- 


vident motherly Woman's Actions; either in 
Dreſs, Habit, or Diſtinction of Modeſty, which 
deſerves the greateſt Panegyrick. Thus ſhe is 
not afraid of the Snow, or wetting her Feet, and 
fouling her Hands, in the Service of cloathing 
her Houſhold well : ſo that we may juſtly repeat 
the Commendation of her officious Conduct, Cou- 
rage and Carefulneſs, in this Point of good Houſes 
wif ry. She fears no Colours of the Rain- Bow, 
or the lowring Heavens, let them look never 
ſo gloomy or threat'ning ; neither diſcourag'd 
from her domeſtick Concerns, by the Heat in the 
Height of Summer, nor by the Cold in the Depth 
of Winter; but goes-on boldly till, chearful 
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in the Performance of her Duty, and doing het 
Buſineſs effectually in all Weathers. 

I. SHE does not fear the Cold for her ſelf, 
nor dread her own Security in ſuch airy Hard- 
ſhips; but makes her Conſtitution more hardy, 
by inuring it to the bleakeſt Blaſts of Mind, 
and chilleſt Drifts of Snom that fly Abroad in 
the moſt pinching. Seaſon. By conſtant Practice, 
ſhe renders her ſelf able to endure any Hard- 
ſhips of Weather, for the Advantage of her Hou- 
ſhold, without pampering her Genius, ſparing 
her Carcaſe, or favouring her own State of 
Health. She is not a tender Mother in that 
Reſpe&; ſo as to indulge her ſelf in Eaſe, In- 
dolence or Idleneſs. She ſeldom affects fitting 
in a ſoft Chimney-Corner, or by a warm Fire- 
Side; but rather loves to get her ſelf a Heat 
by buſtlug Exerciſes, and prefers the natural 
Warmth of her Conſtitution, excited by active 
Motion and ſtirring Buſineſs, far before all the 
artificial Calefactions, acquir d by modiſh Cor- 
dials, or Cuſtoms of drinking Cold-Tea, Choco- 
late, Coffee- Royal, and ſuch like falſe Refreſh- 
ments: which only pal! the Appetite, poach the 
Stomach, and parboil Nature. But her Cloathing 
is always made of the beſt Scarlet or warmeſt 
Wooll, fit for undergoing the Dangers, or pre- 
venting the Diſaſters of the coldeſt Climare. 
And as ſhe eats, drinks, or ſleeps with Mode- 
ration, only ſufficient to ſatisfy Hunger, quench 
Thirſt, and ſupport her natural Strength; fo ſhe 
never becomes Weather-wiſe by any ill Habit 
of Body. Thus ſhe appears, as it were, Tempeſt- 
Proof at laſt, without tendering her Conſtitution. 
The Sharpneſs of the Norch-wind cannot terrify 
her Hardineſs, ſhrink her power, or ſhock her 
Virtue. In ſhort, the Greatneſs of her ſteadfaſt 
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Faith and ſtrenuous Perſeverance, does not ſtag- 
ger in any violent Storms; but is able to ſtand 


the Teſt of the moſt bluſtering and tempeſtuous 
Euroclydon of State, with undaunted Courage, 


either in a natural, moral or religious Senſe. » 


II. SHE likewiſe does not in the leaſt fear 
the Cold for her Houſhold, being both well-fed, 
and well-clad to their Hearts Content: for ſhe al- 
ways furniſhes them with good homely Cloath- 
ing, as well as ſtrengthening. Victuals, that they 
need not be unwilling to venture out of Doors 
for Fear of the Worſt. They are in no great 
Danger of being hurt, by any Extremities of 


the Weather; neither in Dread of being frozen, 


like Statues of Snow, by the Northern, nor melt- 
ed like Wax or Butter in the Sun, by the Sou- 
thern Influences, at different Seaſons of the Year : 
they are ſo well provided for accordingly, a- 
gainſt Both the One and the Other, by our 
careful and judicious Houſe- Keeper. They cannot 
complain of their Cloaths either in Winter or Sum- 


mer, through roo much Heat or extreme Cold, 


as unſeaſonable and unſuitable to the Rigours of 
either Change. They have no Reaſon to fear 
either Calentures by the One, or Conſumptions by 
the Other; conſidering the cautious Preparati- 
ons that are made, both for their convenient 
Apparel and Nouriſhment, requiſite for their Wel- 
fare, according to their reſpective Neceſſities. 
But, beſides, they have no Room left, neither 
to find Fault with their proper Habits or Li- 
veries, as mean, vulgar and ordinary; for, by 
the Purport of the Text, they are cloathed in 
Scarlet: That is, in good ſtrong uſeful Garments, 
it is no great Matter for the Colour; conveni- 
ent for keeping out the Cold, as well as cover- 


ing their naked Bodies; made for Service, as 
$ well 
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well as Decency; not ſuperficial, not gaudy, 
not foppiſh ; nor like the Fool's Coat of all Co- 
lours, to draw the ludicrous Eyes of Admirers 
rather than preſerve their living Corps fro 
ſtarving almoſt to Death a-cold. | 

THE Governmeat of the Body with Modeſty, 
Diſcretion, or good Manners, is a Matter of great 
Moment. To keep our Bodies in Subjection to 
the Mind, and Obedience to Health, is the beſt 
Entertainment of them in Prudence. They ought 
to be well provided for, but not wholly ſerv'd. 
Meat to lay Hunger, Drink to help Thirſt, 
Cloaths to keep-in Warmth, Lodging to ſhelter 
us from Weather, and ſuch like moderate Indul- 
Fences to keep out the Cold, are ſufficient iu all 


Reaſon. Every Thing is a ſuperfluons Snare a- 


bove a difcreet and decent Competency. Our 
Apparel and Dreſs require the ſtricteſt Regula- 
tion and Neatneſs. People's Humours may 
ſometimes be ſhrewdly gueſs'd at, by their Gar- 
ments, We may almoſt know a Fool by his Coat. 
Dirty Shoes, foul Linen, or a greaſy Doublet, 
may perhaps give Offence in publick Compa- 
ny. We were born naked, and muſt return fo, 
notwithſtanding our Shrowds. We dreis-up our 
dead Bodies ſometimes with too much funeral 
Pomp. No rich Attire can immortalize the Li- 
ving, nor ſave them from being Worm meat. We 
mult All come at laſt to our cheap Flanzels, or 
homely Woollens. But the original Mark of our 
ſhameful Guilt, is now become a Badge of our 
Honour and Dignity. Our gay Cloaths, Garbs, 
and Garments In Faſhion, are made more orna- 
mental than neceſſary Coverings, Our Trimming 
is illuſtrious to the laſt Degree of Foppery. La- 
dies may dreſs fine to pleaſe their Lords ; but 


what is a delicate well-dreſsd Woman, as the 
Me- 
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Moralift fays, but an elaborate Piece of Luxury? 
However, it is the greateſt Abſurdity for a 
Man to ſpend his Hours, Morning or Evening, 
betwixt the Comb and the Glaſs; and muſt al- 
ways be deem'd a moſt ſcandalous Effeminacy. 
What ſignifies ſo many Laces for the Back, 
where Virtue is lodg'd in the Mind? That 
internal Array appears moſt ſplendid, and needs 
no external Set-offs. Native Beauty is the beſt, 
without any Arts or Fucuſes. Virtue is ſo glo- 


rious in it ſelf, that outward Jewels only ſerve 


it for a Foil. To glory in Gold-Chains or 
Watches, can neither redeem our precious Time, 
nor aſſert our natural Liberty. Undreſſing our 
ſelves of all ſuch gavdy Appearances, as either 
hurt or hinder Virtue, is the beſt Way to re- 
cover that Freedom. Some vain People load 
themſelves with all their Riches on the Out- 
ſide, and have but little left within Doors. 
They ſometimes carry their whole Eſtates up- 
on their Backs, like the poor Savoyards, for a 
Raree-ſhow. Some again are Princes in one Metal, 
and Slaves in another. Some alſo are ſhackled, 
as it were, with their Money; and others fa- 
ſten'd, naiPd-down and riveted to it. In ſome 
People's Ears you may, perhaps, ſee a whole 
Patrimony hanging in a Pendent; or a Houſe 
and Land contracted into the Compaſs of one 
large Diamond, only fit for a Crown. Some e- 
gregious Fops, in fine, take more Pains in ſet- 
ting off their beauiſh Attire, than adorning their 
undreſs'd Minds; or in ordering their full Pe- 
rules, than cultivating their empty Heads. Fol- 
ly has prevail'd ſo far by Faſhion, that we ſet 
a greater value upon the modiſh Vanities of the 
Body, than the Virtues of the Underſtanding. 
And what are the fineſt Gaieties of DIO 
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curious Handy-works : > that by her Ingenuity, 
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after All, but gilding a ſordid Dunghil, in Com- 
pariſon of the incorruptible Part ? How pe- 
riſhable are all other Commodities of external 
Figure; and their Glories fading, like the fair- 


eſt Flowers, in Apparel ! 


72 
VERSE XXII. 


D SHE maketh her ſelf Coverings of Tapeſtry ; 
her Cloathing is Silk and Pan 1 


PARAPHRAS E. 


N ERE UPON, our virtuous W:/e 

== again redoubles her commendable 
[il Diligence and Curioſity. The Fur- 
SEE ture of her Houſe appears v+iy 
noble, and her own Apparel ſuit- 
able to its Excellency: in which, the Greatneſe, 
as well as Goodneſs of her Mind, is the more 
conſpicuous ſtill, becauſe they are both of ner 
own frugal Making and Contrivance. She makes 
her ſelf Carpets, Coverlets, and Hangings of the 
beſt Tapeſtry, wrought with ingenious Pictures 
of diverſe Colours : inſomuch that ſhe furniſhes 


her Dwelling-Place, like a Palace; fit for tie 


Reception, Entertainment or - Co-habitation of 
the greateſt Monarch. Thus ſhe hangs her 
Rooms, ſpreads her Tables, and adorns her Beds 
in the genteeleſt Manner. She cloaths her ſelf 
alſo with ſubſtantial SI, and covers her Body 
with the moſt ſerviceable Garments of her own 
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as well as Induſtry, ſhe adds a greater Luſtre 
to the very Purple ſhe wears, with the moſt 
becoming and exquiſite Elegancy. Virtue and 
Prudence prompt her naturally to thoſe uſeful 
Undertakings, and put her upon ſtudying thoſe 
delightful Arts of making the fineſt Coverings 
of all Sorts, both for her own and her Fami- 
ly's Service. Her well-imploy'd buſy Fingers 
are rarely diſengag'd from doing ſome neat 
Piece of MNeedle-work, or curious Imbroidery. 
She imbelliſhes all her 8 by her oh 
mirable Dexterity, and often inriches the very 
Garbs of her whole Progeny, apparell'd in Sills, 
or Cloth of Silver and Gold. She ſupplies them 
with abundance of the beſt Satins, Tiſſues, and 
Tapeſtries of ſeveral ſorts, for the Uſe of the 
nobleſt Offspring or the lateſt Poſterity. The 
ſuperlative Excellency of her Manufactures en- 
nobles her Appearance, and glorifies her Per- 
ſon. Her common Cloathing is incomparable ; 
and her ornamental Coverings, inimitable. In 
fine, the Attire of her whole Houſhold ; whe- 
ther dreſsd in plain or Purple-Garments, ſimple 
or imbroider'd : will always be made modeſtly 
ſuitable for any Occaſion, either ſacred or ſecular, 
ſolemn upon holy, or ſervile upon working Days, 


REMARKS 


CUMPTUOUSNESS of Apparel and Fur- 
\ J niture have been always equally exploded by 
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ancient Mriters; whenever they exceeded the] 
due Bonads of Modeſty, exact Rules of Decen- | 
cy, and juſt Limits of Moderation. The moral | 


Philoſophers and Poets of Old, highly condemn'd 
the needleſs Superfluities of Both, as well as all 
other chargeable Exceſles of a luxurious os 

either 
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either in Point of expenſive Food, or diſſolute 
Faſhions. Homer, to prove the Immortality of 
the Heathen Gods, aſligns this Reaſon for it; 
that they did not eat : making ſuch Indulgencics 
as Eating and Drinking, &c. an Argument of 
Death. Seneca cries out againſt the Shortneſs of 
Life, the Length of Art, and the Prolixity of 
|: Pride; hinting at the Laboriouſneſs of Vani- 
ty, in the Study of artificial Satisfations. We 


5 are always in a Hurry of Life; hunting after 
. | new [nventions, and modiſh Novelties in Cloath- 
ing, as well as other vain Things: which com- 
; | monly prove either inſignificant, fatal, or un- 
„I fortunate to their Admirers in the Purſuit ; 
a | and they themſelves often become the Prey. 
11 For what is it but preying upon themſclves, if 
e they fall into Poverty by it, and are forc'd at 
e] laſt to go a-begging with their fond Trifles ? 
- | Extravagance, either in Food, Faſhion or Fur- 
- | niture, is like a Lion, a Bear, or any other wild 
„ Beaſt, that turns upon his Keeper, and tears 
n | him to pieces. The Heathen Poets, as well as 
| moral Philoſopher, were more prudent Oecono- 
e | miſts, They ntterly decry'd all other ſuperflu- 
y | ous Magnificence, and pompous Diſſoluteneſs; 
r, | either in frivolous or unprofitable Expences, in 
5, ſumptuous or coſtly Apparel, in precious or pre- 

carious Moveables, in immoderate or uſeleſs 

* Houſe- Furniture, in gaudy or gilded Horſe-Trap- 
pings, in numberleſs and vain-glorious Serving- 
men, or in keeping ſo many fine Horſes, Hounds, 
wy | Hawks, Birds, and Beaſts of ali Sorts, for Diver- 
je | ſion: only to ſhew their own Grandeur, gra- 
n- | tify their Ambition, and indulge their Affecta- 
al | tion of Curioſity. Their chief Buſineſs, as well 
d as domeſtick Furniture, conſiſted in learned 
all Books ;, or elſe they themſelves were their own 
3 2 | living 
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living Libraries. Their nobler Minds were 
wholly ſet upon ſublimer Studies, and more in- 
ſtructive Recreations. Their loftier Thoughts were 
imploy'd in ſearch of real Truth, Knowledge 
and Wiſdom. Their diviner Sentiments were 
fix'd upon the ſupreme Being of Beings, (how 
much unknown ſoever) in Queſt of their Philoſo- 
phick Mercury, and ſpiritual 1dea's abſtrafted 
from groſs Matter. Their wiſer Conſiderations 
tra:ſcended the Body, dignify*'d their Notions, 
either natural or metaphyſical, and, in a Manner, 
tranſmuted all earthy Riches into real Content- 
ment. Their more curious Arts and Enquiries, 
were far above the Care or Concern of exter- 
nal Habits. In ſhort, they made the World 
tiuckle and ſerve them, but never render'd them- 
ſelves ſubſervient to the World. It is certain, 
as Cicero well obſerves, that all the Dieting of 
our Conſtitutions, Decking of our Bodies, and 
Adorning of our Houſes, ought to be wholly 
reterr'd only to Health, Strength and Decency; not 
to Praiſe, Pleaſure, Delight, Delicacy, or Vain- 
glory. Sumptuary Laws were ever yet eſteem'd 
neceſſary in a well-govern'd State. Solon made 
ſeveral Acts to cut-off all Occaſions of idle Ex- 
ences,- upon ſevere Penalties. Lycurgus eſta- 
bliſh'd ſeveral Decrees, to aboliſh all Kinds of 
Superfluities, and baniſh all ſorts of ſtrange Wares 
from Abroad : whereby both the Athenian and 
Lacedemonian Governments were kept ina more 
flouriſhing Condition of Proſperity. As to our 
wearing Habits, Antiquity thought all Aas 
and Mummeries, Or Diſguiſes at Maſquerades, to 
be of the moſt dangerous, deviliſh, and perni- 
cious Conſequence to Yirtue, or the naked Truth 
of the Goſpel. T hey are now alſo lately hecome the 
Belliſn Inventioas of modern Practice, that invert 
7 1 5 1 to 21 : the 
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the very Ordinance of God; by ſome People's 
aſſuming falſe Faces, falſer Names, and the falſeſt 
Hearts too, for the Sake of tranſacting ſuch diſ- 
ſolute Impoſtures, Liberties and Senſualities, as 
are not fit to be nam'd in a Chriſtian Country. 
But let the reprobated Authors, and Abetters 
of all blaſphemous Kit- Kat, Hell- Fire, Sulphur- 
Clubs, or Red-Dragon -Societies, remember, the 
Sins of Sodom and Gomorrah did not eſcape the 
divine Vengeance. Let them conſider the ſad 
Fate, and ſudden Cataſtrophe of Lewis of Mag- 


deburgh; who, dancing only with ſome Ladzes 


to an unſeaſonable Time of Night, broke his 
Neck upon the Spot, by an accidental Fall, 
Let them ruminate upon the providential De- 
liverance of Charles the Sixth; who, being dif- 
guis'd once like a wild Man in his Dreſs, and 
dancing by Torch- Light, narrowly eſcap'd the 
Danger of being bura'd to Death. There are 
temporal Jadgments, as well as eternal, In a 
Word, that's a ſufficient Caution or Terror to 
the Wiſe. 

BUT ſuch like excellent Works as theſe, men- 
tion'd in the holy Text, which the nobleſt 
Ladies us'd to apply themſelves to in former 
Days, are not lefs uſeful and profitable, than 
commendable or Praiſe-worthy. They are the 
ſignal Marks of a moſt ingenious, as well as 
honourable Woman ; Demonſtrations of her great 
Frugality, and the Maſter-Pieces of her induſtri- 
ous Hands. They do not only imploy her 
Time well, but improve her Invention to the 
greateſt Advantages, and Admiration of her 
incomparable Performances. She ſeems to be 
the very Matron of Wiſdom, and the great 

iſciple of Minerva Her felt; the prolifick 
mt of all Elegancy in Dreſs, and a meer 
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Compoſition of Curioſity, as well as Neatneſs, 


She lets no Day lip, like Apelles, without ſome - 
Line or Lineament of her own making to ſhew 


for it. She takes Time by the Foreloct and it 
cannot eſcape her curious Hands; but ſhe muſt 
ſtill be producing ſome rare Stetch of her In- 
genuity, or ſome finer Draught of her Contex- 
ture, to ſorprize the moſt skilful Artiſans, and 
increaſe their Wonder. In all the accurate 
Compoſures, or Niceties of this ancient Art, 
ſhe has the Preheminence; and only does not 
come up to Nature it ſelf, in the Perfection of 
her Workmanſhip, or other compact Devices. 
But nevertheleſs, ſhe ſtil] appears like the in- 
comparable Silk - worm, as I ſaid before, among 
all other Women; and alſo becomes the true 
Ariadne of this Age. She is continually a-con- 
triving, in the moſt faithful Manner, either 
for genteely winding- up the Clem of Buſineſs at 
the Bottom of her intricate Family-Affairs, or 
dexteroufly unravelling it, to lead her loving 
Theſeus through the Labyrinth of a miſerable and 
diſtreſſed Life ;ʒinvolv'd perhaps in the Difficul- 
ties of Love, Loyalty, or ſome worſe Compul- 
fions of flying Abroad, leaving his dear Spouſe be- 
hind him, and abandoning his forlorn Habitation. 

I. IN Tapeſtry, ſhe ſhews her wonderful Han- 
dy. work. Her Furniture is always of the fineſt 
Sort; neat and clean, but not pompous or vain- 
glorious for Oſtentation. It is not only famous, 
but alſo frugal ; nothing but what common De- 
cency allows, or a fiſhionable Neceſſity requires. 
Her Houſe never feils of being we!l-fock'd with 
excellent Goods, magiiihcgntly modeſt, ard moſt 
of them of her own At or Coutriuaiice, to 
ſnew her glorious Frugali:y : infomuch that it 
looks more like a Work or a Ware-houſe of = 
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moſt valuable Commodities, as rich Cloths of 
Arras, noble Turkey Carpets, or ſtately Counter- 
anes, &c. fit for the Entertainment and Re- 
poſe of a publick Prince, rather than a private 
Husband. Such exceedingly curious home- made 
Hangings or Coverings, adorn'd with the liveli- 
eſt Repreſentations, drawn from ſacred and pro- 
phane Hiſtory, ſet-off all her decent Apartments 
with ſo much Gravity, as well as Grandeur or 


Glory; that they make it appear like ſome 


Royal Palace, fitted-up for the Reception of an 
Ambaſſador, or a nobler Gueſt, as it it were in- 
deed from e<zypt to Jeruſalem, upon an enſu- 
ing Pacification. However, be that as it will, 
by her great and dexterous Curioſities, ſhe ren- 
ders it the moſt amiable, as well as moſt agree- 
able Dwelling-Place ot her ennobled Spozſe. Thus 
ſhe ſeems inceſſantly agg randizing, or modeſtly 
embroidering, as I may ſay, the very Happineſs 
her Family, by the curious Works of her own 
Ingenuity. In fine, all her Houſhold- Goods are 
magnificently noble. But, after all, Virtue is 
her chief Ward-Rohe and her Dreſſing-Ruvom. 

II. IN Silks or Satins alſo, ſhe likewiſe diſ- 
plays the ſuper-excellent Works of her Hands. 
They are the very Products of her own Ingenuity; 
as well as Labour. For ſhe generally works 
what ſhe wears; and adorns not only Her ſelf, 
but her whole Family, with the Curioſities of 
her own Fingers. She evidently abounds in. 
Purple and fine Linen, or the niceſt Laces of 
all ſorts, that the Needle can perform ; pro- 


per for arraying her Husband, Children, or Ser- 


vants decently, according to their ſeveral Di- 
ſtinctions, and different Degrees of Relation. She 
manifeſtly makes all their Cl:aths of the beſt 
wearing, and the moſt Jaſting Service. Inſomuch 

that 
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that her Spouſe appears as eminently gay, as a 
Prince in his Purple-Garmeuts, her Sons and 
Daughters look like ſo many young beautiful 


Silk-worms themſelves, and her Bond- Men or 


Women ſhine in Liveries of little inferiour Glory. 
But her own Cloathing ſtill makes the moſt ad- 
mirable Appearance, for its graceful Modeſty 
and exact Simplicity, in the beſt Attire both of 
Art and Nature. She takes the unparal- 
lelPd Pattern from Her ſelf, not to be excell'd 
by any other Original. In ſhort, ſhe out-does 
the moſt lovely, lively, or unfading Beauties of 
Nature, in her unaſfected Gaiety of Dreſs, and 
native Simplicity of Garþ: ſo that ſhe may, in 
ſome Meaſyre, be juſtly compar'd to the King's 
Daughter, that the Royal Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of; 
who is all glorious within, and mhoſe Cloathing is 
of wrought Gold without; as internally illuſtrious 
with her radiant Wiſdom, as externally reful- 
gent in her glittering Robes. But ſhe wears 
her fineſt Siił and Purple ſtill, without any Pride. 
For ſhe knows that Vanity, Luxury, or Prodi- 
gality in Faſhion, ſpoils all good Furniture and 
Apparel, But, out 'of common Diſcretion and 
Virtue, ſhe never hangs her Rooms, covers her 
Bed, or cloaths her Body with any Magnificence, 
to the Prejudice of the Poor; either by neglect- 
ing their Needs, forgetting to relieye their 
Neceſſities, or refuſing to cloath their Naked- 
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VERSE XXIII. 


3 HER Hausband is known in the Gates; 
_ he ſitteth among the Elders of the 
Land. © 


PARAPHRASE., 


8 A5 V this glorious Text we may find, 


de that her happy Husband's Robes al- 
92 5 $1 ſo, comparatively Royal, are all of 
ber own making, as well as the reſt 
— of her Family's Rayments : in which 
he-makes ſo noble an Appearance, that he is pre- 
ſently taken Notice of, at firſt Sight, when he 
comes in Perſon, either to viſit the Court, take 
his Place in the Council, or ſit among the Senators 
of the Country. They cannot but think him 
highly bleſt, with ſuch a noted induſtrious Houſe- 
wife, and will ſcarce forbear envying his Hap- 
pineſs : eſpecially conſidering the great Honour 
that ſhe does him in his genteel Cloathing, as well 
as other Family- Affairs, by her careful Handy- 
Works, excellent Conduct, and wiſe Oeconomy. 
For ſhe honourably takes upon her, to eaſe him 
of all other domeſtick Cares, or familiar Con- 
cerns, but thoſe of publick Buſineſs, or a politi- 
cal Nature : which, by her Wiſdom, Diligence, 
and diſcreet Management at Home, he may al- 
ways be at his entire Liberty to attend Abroad, 
with the utmoſt Satisfaction, Pleaſure or Ap- 
plauſe. Happy is her Husband then, to be fo 
publickly well known, and well-ſpoken of in 
the Gates, or in the very Streets Of a 3 
23 % 2 8 ' 8 . - . * an 
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and great City. He muſt voluntarily acknow- 
ledge his growing Fame, Glory, Preferment, Reputa- 
tion, Authority and All, in a great Meaſure, owing 
to his excellent Wife's Goodneſs and Virtue. When 
he takes his Poſt among the Elders of the Land, 
or aſſumes his Sear among the chief Magiſtrates 
in publick Aſſemblies, Courts of Judicature, and 
lawful Conventions of Government, they pre- 


ſently know him, not only by his own Garb, 


Character or Behaviour, but alſo by that Come- 
lineſs of his Spouſe's Adornment and Diſtincti- 
on. Her prevalent Veracity, or powerful In- 
tereſt, is a ſufficient Recommendation of his 
Perſon, to their Regard and Eſteem. They re- 
ceive him courteouſly for her Sake, as well as 
his own, with the utmoſt Veneration of his 
eee Virtues. He finds himſelf had in much 

onour by Al! that know him, for his ſingular 
Juſtice, remarkable Humanity, and renown'd In- 
tegrity of Principles. Tis ſhe, in a great De- 
oe of Partnerſhip and nuptial Bliſs, that makes 
him be ſo much taken Notice of, or rather cele- 
brated with Admiration, by Kings, Princes and 
__ ; by Dukes, Grandees and Governors, as 
well as all other Ranks, and Orders of Peo- 
ple, from the Higheſt to the Loweſt : for his 
fam'd Affability, Courteſy, and candid Deport- 
ment towards the meaneſt of Mankind, as well 
as his Superiours, the higher Powers, or the Elders 
of the Land. They all think him a Perſon of 
matchleſs Merir, worthy of his honourable Place, 
and highly deſerving of the nobleſt Promotion 
in the Realm. In ſhort, through her virtuous 
Means and Mediation, as well as his own 
excellent Indowments of Mind, he comes at laſt 
to be ennobled with Honours and Dignities 


next 
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next to a King: ſo that they will both always 
have the Title of the Loyal Pair, if not Royal 
too in Merit. 


REMARKS. 


HIS ſolemn Text ſeems to turn again up- 

on the Topick of Marriage, and ſhews the 
glorious Conſequences of a happy Match. Ma- 
trimony was the firſt honourable Calling of Man, 
and the beſt original Condition of humane Lite, 
without a Fall. Mutual Love is the Fountain 
and Foundation of all Felicity, in a marry'd 
State; which muſt be maintain'd by a Harmo- 
ny of Tempers, a Conformity of Wills, and an 
Agreement of Paſſions : with ſufficient Prudence 
to ſupport the whole Fabrick of Wealock, in a 
juſt Decorum of reciprocal Affection, and reve- 
rent Behaviour between the Two peaceful Par- 
ties; ſuch a happy Couple, as contend only to 
out-do one another in all the good Offices of 
Lite, and Obligations of Honour, upon Occa- 
ſion. In ſhort, a Gentleman's good Fortune de- 
pends very much upon the good Graces of an 
indulgent Wife : ſo that according to Prov. Chap. 
xii. Ver. 4. A Virtuous Woman is a Crown to 
her Husband ;, but ſhe that maketh aſhamed, is as 
Rottenneſs in his Bones. Hence it is, that this 
wonderful Wife hinted at in theſe Proverbs, al- 
ways proves ſo ſignally obliging to her belo- 
ved Huzsband, in careſſing and honouring his 
Perſon; ſo ſingularly affable, courteous, kind, 
conſtant and loyal to his Cauſe: that it would 
almoſt tempt him to become too wxorivus and 
loving to a Fault; but that he remains the 
ſame tender Spouſe to her ſtill, and makes the 
ſame ſuitable Returns of Love, without Effe- 
minacy 
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minacy or Fooliſhneſs: She neither expects, nor 
deſires to abridge him from better Buſineſs 
Abroad, by indulging his Time away at Home, 
out of meer Complaiſance to her Humour. No 
ſhe would not be ſo detrimental to the Publick. 
She conſults his own Honour and Advantage 
tmore, than to make him ſo uſeleſs a Member 
of the Common meal, by any private Reſtricti- 
ons of his Love, or domeſtick Impediments of 
bis Liberty. Her chief Endeavour is, rather how 
to promote, than hinder his publick Services, and 
civil Imployments. Tis her Deſire, above all 
Things, that he may be known in the Gates, and 
fit among the Elders of the Land. She would not 
have him fo confin'd to his Houſe, or wedded to 
his Mife, as either to prohibit or prevent his 
better Acquaintance with his Seniors, and Con- 
verſation with his Superiors. She will never 
prejudice or obſtru& his Stadies of Learning, 
Friendſhip and Preferment; but rather encou- 
rage or prompt-on the Progreſs, Proficiency, and 
Accompliſhment of his Undertakings. She 


courts nothing more, than his Advancement to 


Honour and Dignity. Tis by the Power of 
her perſwafive Endearments, that he makes him- 
ſelf the greateſt Maſter of Ethicks, Oeconomicis, 
and Politicks, both in his own Family and State- 
Affairs. Her main Buſineſs is, to create him in 
her own Mind, under God, the ſole Sovereign 
of her Will, the nobleſt Patriarch of her Power, 
and the greateſt Monarch of her Heart. Her 
whole Inclination and Diligence is to magnt- 
fy his Character, or aggrandize his Fortune in 
the World. Thus by the Motive of her Grace 
and Goodneſs, as well as his own Application 
of Mind, his Morality becomes famous; his Oe- 


conomy, admirable; and his Polity, either Ec- 
cle- 
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Aleſiaſtical or Civil, univerſally celebrated. Up- 
on the Fame of which extraordinary Qualifica- 
tions, he is often preferr*d to the nobleſt Places 
of Truſt at Court, and rais'd to the hi 

Seats of Glory or Authority in the Kingdom. 
Inſomuch that he eſtabliſhes himſelf at laſt, in 


the univerſal Reputation of being the exacteſt 


Moralift, for the Prudence of his proſperous 
perſonal Conduct; the moſt noted Oeconomiſt, for 
the Paternal Care of his flouriſhing Houſhold ; 
and the moſt eſteem'd Politician, for the wiſe 
Management of his ſucceſsful Tranſactions in 
the State. In fine, the great Honour that a 
good Husband gets, by having ſuch a virtuous 
Lady to his Wife, makes her the Queen of all 
Hearts, and crowns her with Popularity, pub- 
lick Applauſe, or univerfal Acclamation, as well 
as private Affection. Upon this accompliſh'd 
Character of her honoured Spouſe. 

l. HE becomes thoroughly well-known in City, 
Town and Country, as the Vulgar call it. 
Wherever he goes, whether in making ſome 
ſhort Progreſs, or travelling upon a longer 
Tour, he is highly regarded. No Man can be 
more popular ia all publick Places. He has 
the Yox Populi on his Side, in a good Senſe. 


In a Word, he is the Darling of his native 


Country. His Goodneſs, his Wiſdom, his Juſtice, 
his Mercy, and his Charity, are only the Har- 
bingers of his greater Peace, Honour and Gran- 
deur to come. They are nothing but the A.- 
vant-Couriers of his coming, publickly well- 
known almoſt every where, long before his 
glorious Arrival in Perſon. Thus King Charles 
the Second was generally well-belov'd. He had 
no great Occaſion to carry any Trumpet along 


with him, to ſound his Glory, or give Notice 


of 
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of his Reſtauration. The People readily did 
him that good Office, with louder Huzza's and 
Acclamations of Joy in his Travels. His whole 
Journey was, but one continu'd Scene of Love, 
Triumph and Loyalty, upon his returning Home, 
to take his Place among the Elders of the Land. 
His Progreſs was reſounded all the Way with 
the loudeſt Shours of Gladneſs, next to this 
hearty Wiſh of — Long live the righteous Law- 
Giver of the Realm! In a Manner ſomething 
like thoſe old lofty Jo Pear's of Victory in the 
ecchoing Air, when Apollo had formerly kill'd 
the formidable Serpent Python; or as if St. 
George had ſlain the monſtrous Dragon again in 
England! Pardon the well-intended Metaphor. 
But how many glorious Examples alſo have we 
in Hiſtory, of meaner Perſons becoming Princes, 
and rais'd from a low Degree, to the higheſt 
Pinnacle of Honour, by their celebrated Virtue? 
Their Learning and Judgment, with Fidelity, 
good Counſel, and Reſolution, render'd them the 
greateſt Hero's. Fame and Authority are the Two 
great Spurs of future Glory, and the never-fail- 
ing, as well as flowing Springs of nobler Acti- 
ons, in a well govern'd Kingdom: if Pride, 
Ambition, and Tyranny, do not ſpoil the One, 
or a mercenary Covetouſneſs and Corruption 
do not poiſon the Other. But there can be no 
good Management, where theſe are reigning 
Iniquities, and ride in Triumph. 


II. HE is likewiſe as perfectly well-known at 


Court, or the King's Palace. For he will always 
have the Reputation of being the ableſt Stare/- 
man at the Helm of Government. And he can» 
not be more celebrated for the Wiſdom of diſ- 
creetly governing in his own private Family, 
than he is renown'd for his political wy | 

rati- 


2 

Parapbrasd.' 289 
ſtration in Affairs of State. It would not, per- 
haps, be a Part of Modeſty to name him, e- 
ſpecially being ſo univerſally well-known above 
any Panegyrick. "Tis no great Matter, whether 
he be a Member of P—-1—m—t, a C- m-, 
or a Pr, 4 Prince Or a Prelate, a Patriarch or 
a privy Counſellor. He is deſerving of any Title 
of Honour. His excellent Qual:fications of Learn- 
ing, Loyalty and Religion, render him worthy 
of the nobleſt Favours of the Monarchy : 
if the King pleaſes to imploy him in any ho- 
nourable Poſt of Profit, or , Place of Truſt, 
throughout the whole Community. But per- 
haps he may think it proper to plant him at 
his own Elbow. By his great Aferit, he com- 
monly makes himſelf familiar with his Superi- 
ours, as well as. admir'd by his Inferiours,. for 
his noted Courteſy and Condeſcenſion. By his 
remarkable Knowledge and Underſtanding 1a the 
Laws of the Land, as well as State-Affairs, he 
generally becomes well-acquainted with the El- 
ders of Government: and perhaps his Seniors, 
in Experience, may come far ſhort of his Po- 
liteneſs in Politicks. By his exquiſite Accompliſh- 
ments of Mind, he always makes himſelf. known 
to Perſons of the greateſt Worth and Eminence 
all over Europe, as well as in the Gates of every 
City in his own Kingdom; who All court his 
Correſpondence and Familiarity, or admire his 
wonderful Wiſdom and ſuperiour Genius. His 
entire Love to his Native Country, and Fidelity 
to his Royal Maſter, as a true-Engliſh Heart, 
will never fail of recommending him to move 
in the higheſt Orb of Dignity in the Govern- 
ment, next to the Seat of Majeſty in Domini- 
on, without offending the Elders of the Land. 
For, without doubt, by theſe ſuperlative Qua- 
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lifications, he will make himſelf a moſt com- 


pleat Miniſter of State; not only as highly a- 


greeable to all humane Society, and acceptable 


to the whole King dom, but alſo as humbly grate- 


ful, faithful, and obedient to the King himſelf 
upon the Throne. 4 
VIRT VUE, as the holy Text teaches us, is 


the true Way to Honour and Preferment. By 


this Means a Man in publick Capacity may come, 


in Time, not only to fit down among the no- 


bleſt Elders, Senators, or Peers of the Realm, with 
Glory ; but alſo be intruſted in the King's Ca- 
binet, for his good Counſel and Advice in bu- 


mane Policy; or at laſt be made as great as 


General Monk was, for reſtoring King Charles 
the Second, and re-eſtabliſhing that happy Reign 
in Peace, by the Power of his Wiſdom, where- 
by we enjoy this at preſent, in full Poſſeſſion 
of Proſperity. But 1 forbear carrying this mag- 
nifying Remark to a'higher Pitch, far from de- 
figning any odious Compariſon, for Fear of Im- 
modeſty or Offence. *Tis only to ſhew how an 
inferioor Perſon may ſometimes raiſe himſelf 
to the greateſt Glory, by his Virtut and Valour. 

ALL virtuous Wives will ever prove ſo com- 
plaiſant, as to endeavour by their Goodaels, in 
an inferior Degree, to ennoble their Husbands 
with the Happineſs of this Prince-like Gentle- 
man in the Proverbs. But it is much to be 
fear'd, on the other Hand, that ſome Ladies 
of Gaiety are more unkind; and readier to do 
them a Diſgrace, Prejudice, or an Injury, than 
to contrive their Advancement, or ſtudy how 
to raiſe their Fortunes at Court. How ſtately 
foever ſome of them may appear in their ful- 
tome Faſhions, it may not always be for the 
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Honour and Felicity of their dubious Spouſes, 
but for the Sake of gratifying their o,] n am- 
bitious Gallantry, 


' 


> „ 4 4 


VEISE XXVI. 


D HE maketh fine Linen, and ſelleth it; 
aud aelivereth Girales unto the Merchant. 


PARAPHRASE. 


2 HIS valuable Wife's Induſtry is ſuch, 
2) - 45) ſo great and remarkable for Variety, 
that ſhe makes uſe of ſeveral Jucra- 
A tive Arts, as well as ingenious Exer- 
ciſes, to inrich her Family. As for Inſtance, 
ſhe. imploys her ſelf in manufacturing very 
fine Linen, with embroidered Belts for Men, 
and Girdles curiouſly wronght for Women; 
which ſhe trafficks with, arid ſells to the 
Phenician Merchant, or other trading Strangers: 
ſo that ſhe may juſtly be eſteem'd as the moſt 
uſetul aud meritorions of Woman-kind, by en- 
ais her ſelf in making fine Linen - Cloth, as I 
aid, and that of the moſt curious Make 
too, for. extraordinary Occaſions, or courſer 
for ordinary Service, By this Means, ſhe 
finds Work enough for the poor Weavers, 
finiſhes it up for ready Sale, and furniſhes the 
Drapers with the fneſt Lawns, Cambricks or 
Fanies, of all forts, that can be made by Arr, 
or wore by Nature. Slic alſo parts with them 
all at reaſonable Rates, to encourage her Chap- 
, and oblige re Ce that deal with her 
IV 2 70 
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to come again; upon this Standard, that the 
Beſt of every Thing is abundantly the cheapeſt ; 
goes fartheſt, wears longeſt, adorns handſomeſt, 
and docs the greateſt Credit to the Seller, as well 
as Service to the Buyer. Her Goods of this Kind, 
are all very ſaleable, and ſuitable for the Mar- 


ket; if not generally ſuperfine alſo, as well as ad- 
mirable Manufatures, And then again ſhe like= 
Wiſe makes Girdles, or other uſeful Things, for 


the genteel Wearing of young Mer and Maids, 
or perhaps Bride-grooms and Brides too upon 
Occaſion, according to the Faſhion of the Coun- 
try. She either diſpoſes of them to the Mer- 
chants, or probably merchandiſes with them Her 
ſelf, and makes a conſiderable Return of them, 
for the Reward of her Labour and ingenious 
Curioſity. For, to be ſure, the Girdles of her 
waking are always the fineft, and yet the mo- 
deſteſt, as well as chaſteft of that Sort; 
either to ſet- off the Comelineſs, preſerve the 
Health, or ſecure the Virtue of the Perſons that 


buy them to wear, as honeſtly as they ought to 


do, without Matrimony or a lawful Solution. In 


a Word, there can be no Deceit in her Girdles; 


neither any Diſſoluteneſs, nor Vice unlawfully 
jurking under any of her juſt Dealings. 


REMARK 5, 


X NTIQUITY ſhews us, that the Uſe 
of Girdles, as well as fine Linen, was not 
only very commendable, both in their Making 
and Wearing ; but alſo a famous old Faſhion, 
both among the Grecians and the Romans, Fews 
and Gentiles, Phenicians and Other Merchants. 
The Romans had their Marriage Girdles in ſacred 


Eſteem, as the very Badges ot Virtue and mw. 
ity : 
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ſtity: from whence we received ſo many excel- 
lent Phraſes, relating to the deflouring of Wo- 
men, or their unlawful Solutions without Medlocł. 
We often read of Aaron's curious Girdle; of St. 
Paul's Girdle; the Girdle of Righteouſneſs, and 


others alſo, frequently mention'd, either really 


or metaphorically, in holy Scripture. How often 
do we find in Hiſtory, that Queens and God- 
deſſes themſelves us'd to gird-up their Loyns 
for honeſt Exerciſe, Diverſion or Paſtime? And 
without doubt, we may learn here, as appears 
plainly by this Text, that the moſt faſhionable 
Ladies, in former Days, took no ſmall Delight 
in making ſuch uſeful Surcingles or Draperies, ei- 
ther for private or publick Service, Upon 
which Account, as this real Yirtuoſa in the Pro- 
verbs was always a great Work-A/oman, 15 ſhe 
conſequently produced Abundance of delicate 


fine Linens, as well as Suk Girdles, and other 


nice Curioſities fit for the Wearing of the mo- 
deſteſt, and moſt graceful Perſons in the World. 
However yet, ſhe is none of the Bona Roba's 
of this adulterous Age. She manifeſts her greatcr 
Modeſty, by her Works of Innocence; as the 
moſt ſedulous Seamftreſs with the Needle, and 
compleateſt Linen. maler off the Loom. She cloat hs 
her ſelf with the fineſt Si/ks of Probity, the 
whiteſt Lawns of Sanctity, and the pureſt Par- 
ple- Robes of Chaſtity, according to the Directi- 
on of a learned and holy Author; to uſe his 
own Expreſſion. Her Veſture is all made-up 
of Modeſty, Virtue and Glory; of Honeſty, u- 
mility and Holineſs ; both Inde and Oui ſide of 
the greateſt Purity. Inſomuch that ſhe ſometimes 
plays the buſy Merchant her (elf, with her on 
Manufattures, and di ſpoſes of them to the heſt 
Advantage, either by furniſhing the faireſt Laie: 
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With them at Home, in Order to dreſs and 
gird-up their Bodies with the moſt reſerv'd 
Baſhfulneſs, and innocent Behaviour in our He- 
miſthere of Beauty; or delivers them to ſome 
other honeſt ingenuous Factors, who deal in 
Foreign Traffick, for an honourable Gain. In 
| ſhort, ſhe may compare with the curious Nuns 
Abroad for the Nicety of her Handy. works, 
either in fine Linen, Lawns or Laces; for ſhe 
has the undeniable Character of the moſt ac- 
compliſh'd Millener of good Things in the Uni- 
verſe for publick Uſe. be „ 

I. HER Ingenuity, as well as Diligence, in 
this Point, appears very conſpicuouſly remark- 
able. Behold the artful Inventions of her Mind, 
how they illuſtrate the ingenious Works of her 
Hands! She has the Reputation of being ac- 
counted one of the greateſt Incouragers of Trade, 
Promoters of Traffick, and Propagators of In- 
duſtry, as well as Commerce: Of the Truth 
of which, all the neighbouring Carders, Spinſt ers, 
Weavers, Drapers, and other Foreign Merchants 
ſhe ſupplies, are fully convinc'd by Experience. 
She finds out, by this Means, the wittieſt De- 
vices, not only fit for the Service of her Sex, but 
alſo worthy of their Emulation: always regula- 
ting the Superſtitions of their finical Dreſſing, 
and rectifying the Indecencies of their gaudy 
Garbs ; either by reforming their interiour Man- 
ners of Pride and Vanity, in a great Meaſure, 
or re-eſtabliſhing their exteriour Modeſty and 
Moderation, in the þeſt faſhion'd wearing Ap- 
parel. But however, ſhe imploys ſtill A bun- 
dance of diligent Hands; becauſe fhe knows, 
that many make light Work on't; diſpatch Bu- 
ſineſs a pace, and produce à quick Riddance of 
her palugble Commodities, for the Vſe of 5 
n EE „ . Pu - 
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publick, as well as her own private Family- 
No Hand needs be idle, and unimploy'd about 
her Honſe, or within the View of the Vici- 
nage where ſhe lives, by her ingenious Profeſ- 
ſion. For ſhe ſets all People at Work, as fat 
as lies in her Power, who are willing to take 
Pains for an honeſt Livelihood, and deſerve their 
Bread. They cannot complain of Poverty near 


her Perſon, for Want of Imployment. 


H. HER Uſefulneſs appears likewiſe as evi- 
dently obſervable, to a Degree of Eminency, 
in all her Works, as well as in making of fine 
or courſe Linen-Cloth, for the Service of the 
World. She is continually acting for the gene- 
ral Good of Mankind; ſtill doing ſomething, 


that other People may be the better for't : as 


ſhe thinks it her Duty, not only to ſtock her 
own Houſpold with Table-Linen, Sheets, Shirts, 
Napkins, or Towels, &c. in particular ; but like- 
wiſe makes them for publick Profit, either by 
Whole-ſfale or Retail Trade, and ſupplies the 
Merchants with great Quantities of Mhite-Cloth, 
tor the Benefit of the Reſt of Mankind in 
General. She furniſhes them with the moſt 
vſeful and ſubſtantial Things; not Tvys, or Gem- 
Gams, or trifling Wares; but ſuch ſolid Goods, I 
mean, as are the moſt ſerviceable of all others in 
a Family, as well as neceſſary for common Decen- 
cy and Cleanlineſs. How convenient then, and 
becoming is it for all People to ſtock them- 
ſelves well with this Sort of agreeable Drapery, 
either for Bed or Board! But, it is almoſt im- 
poſſible, to enumerate the many excellent Cam- 
modities that proceed from the Operation of 
her expert Hands, beſides fine Linens z which, 
perhaps, far outdo Holland, Cambray, Arras, &C. 
or ſurpaſs thoſe of Sidon ir ſelf, in Fineneſs of 
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Workmanſhip. To ſay nothing of Marriage» 
Girales, Ribbands or Ruffles, Hoods or Scarfs, Neck- 
cloths or Night-Rails, now out of Faſhion, and 
Other curious Things more in Uſe : All which 
ſhew this virtnous Manufacturer, as well as Mer- 
chandiſer, to be the moſt uſeful of Women in 
her Generation, and the ProduQions of her In- 
genuity, *Tis a peculiar Excellency; her In- 
ventions are always ſo Rare, as well as New; 
that her Wares, like Virtue it ſelf, never grow 
obſolete, or wax out of Faſhion. | 


— * 10 


VERSE XXV. 


Y STRENGTH and Honour ave her 
Cloathing, and ſbe ſhall rejoyce in Time ta 


com. 
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H Us is this virtuous Lady's Di- 
vl ligence, and Induſtry, glori- 

tyd by the Text, accompany'd 
with the following Bleſſings ! Her 


Talents of Virtue, Courteſy, and Affability; of 
| tue, Gourteſ! * 
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Complaiſance, Humility, and Condeſcenſion. 
Theſe Qualifications render her ſo compleatiy 
happy at preſent, that they free her from all fear 
of future Apprehenſions; either of ill Report, Ca- 
ſuality, Mis fortune, Diſappointment, or inevitable 
Neceſſity. She is never afraid of what may hap- 
pen hereafter, come what will; but always well⸗ 
prepar'd to meet even Old Age with Chearful- 
neſs, and to look Death it ſelf boldly in the 
Face with joyful Satisfaction, or Tranquillity 
of Soul. She rejoyces in the, State of Futurity, 
as a natural Change only for the Better. But 
ſo long as ſhe lives upon Earth, to bleſs it with 
her Preſence, ſhe may eaſily be diſtinguiſh'd a- 
mong the Multitude of ordinary Women, by her 
internal Virtues, as well as external Attire. 
You may know her almoſt at the firſt View, 
not only by her healthful Countenance, vigo- 
rous Conſtitution, and the Comelineſs of her 
outward Habit; but alſo by the viſible Graces, 
tranſparent Beauties, and ſhining Glories of her 
inward Honour, and Happineſs : inſomuch that 
Health, Strength and Vigour, are her never- 
failing Adornments, and the perpetual Cloathing 
of her admirable Perſon. Her Garments are 
all made-up of Goodneſs. Her conſtant Dreſ- 
ſes and Addreſſes, are all exactly adjuſted to 
the ſtricteſt Morality in ſecular Affairs, and Re- 
ligion in ſpirituals. To be brief, her whole Ha- 
bit, both of Body and Soul together, are curi- 
ouſly diſplay'd with Love, Peace and Righteouſ- 
neſs; with Honour, Prudence, and Loyalty to- 
wards her Lawful, Princely, or Royal. Conſort. 
And the Time will come, When ſhe ſhall have the. 
greateſt Reaſon to rejoyce exceedingly, upon the 
Conſciouſneſs, of her own Merit, as well as Re- 
ward. She will then be ſelf-convinc'd, and ſur- 
priz d 
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priz d with Joy at the Dignity of her virtuons 
Array in Robes of State, or other popular Ho- 
nours, ſufficient to crown the Happineſs of her 
Hmwband, and procure her ſelf the richeſt Dia- 
dem of Glory. Upon this honourable Marriage, 
like that of Solomon's with King Pharaoh's Davgh- 
ter, they will aſſuredly both live afterwards like 
nable Princes indeed, in everlaſting Tranſports 
of temporal Felicity, or humane Satisfaction: 
till they die lamented, and intail their Beati- 
raudes upon all future Ages, their lateſt Poſterity, 
and even Time it ſelf to come, through an un- 
interrupted, and endleſs Injoy ment of them ſac- 
cefſively in this World. | | 


REMARKS. 


TRENGTH and Honour, without all 

doubt, are Two great Bleſſings of Hnmani- 
ty. That may be taken for natural or political, 
in- bred or acquir'd ; even to ſignify any ſecular 
Intereſt, Power and Popularity, as well as bo- 
dily Force, perfonal Valour, and corporeal Vi- 
gour. This alſo may be interpreted, either ci- 
villy, morally, or naturally; to ſignify any ſin- 
gular Virtue, intrinſick Value, and real Ap- 
planſe, as well as magnificent Titles, either gi- 
ven, taken, or deſerv'd, by Principles of Inte- 
grity, and glorious Tranſactions. Glory and Re- 
nown, When they are not fo ambitionſly ſought 
for, as highly merited, or unwillingly receiv'd, 
magnify the Fame, and brighten the Character 
of the greateſt Heroes. We ought not to ſeek for 
Praiſe and Preferment, by private Pride or Pre- 
ſumption, but by publick Profit and Advantage. 
We ſhonld defire nothing but what we are able 
to perform, for the general Good of all Go- 
| - | verg⸗ 
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rernment, and humane Society. Every Man 
of us becomes Blame-worthy, who undertakes 
that which is ahove his Strength, Honeſty and 
Uprightneſs to accompliſh. An ill-gnarded Am- 
bition, is a dangerous Point, as well as impoli- 
rick. Cicero hints it to be a miſerable Felo de ſeg 
or Self-murderer. Juſtice is frequently forgot» 
ten, where it reigns in Triumph. It has been 
the Bane of many Kingdoms, as well as Perſons, 
Princes or Potentates. It may make a Phaet hon 
of a Man, but never a Philoſopher. His Honour 
was all in a Blaze, and ſet the World on Fire. 
Timon calls it the very Element of Malice and 
Miſchief. It ruin'd both the Romans and Gre- 
cians in former Days: to ſay nothing of the 
preſent State of Great- Britain, France, or other 
Countries. Witneſs the ſad Party-Diſaſters of 
Ceſar and Pompey ; who could ſuffer no Equal, 
no Superiour in Glory: the factious Devaſtations 
of Marius and Sylla; who could endure no Ri- 
vals in Greatneſs: the fatal Deſtructions of O- 
dt avius, Antonius, and Lepidus; who could bear 
no Contenders with their triple Sovereigfhtty, by 
their cruel ambitious Arms, till they loſt it for 
a better Monarchy. There are infinite Exam» 
ples of its Fatality in all Hiſtories, both Ancient 
and Modern: in all Duumwvirates, Triumvirates, De- 
cemvirates, Quindecimvirates, Vigiutivirates; Com- 
mon- wealt hs, Fluralities of Hotch- Potch- Authority, 
or ſuch ſach like Gallimawfries of Government, 
and Uſurpation. But the true Way of aſpiring 
to Honour and Greatneſs, is by Peace, Jaftice 
and Mercy; Truth and Righteouſneſs. A hap- 
py Life, as Seneca ſays, does not conſiſt in fol- 
lowing the Faſhiob, or the Multitude, in Choice 
of Vain Glorie; but in deſpiſing the popular 
Praiſe, Pride, and Gragdeur .of the World. 
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Felicity does not depend upon pompous Titles, 
wealthy Offices, or lofty State-Preferments. 
Such Vanities are only the falſe Shadows of true 
Virtue. Wiſdom glories in nothing but ber 
Robes, Riches, or Places of Promotion. *Tis 
granted, according to Pindar, that Glory makes 
Pains ſeem naturally pleaſant ; and Travel, vir- 
tually tolerable. *Tis. true, according to Tully, 
that it is the Property of a Stoxe, not to have 
any Feeling of the Difference between Praiſe and 
Diſpraiſe : but then to forfeit one's Duty or 
Prudence by either, muſt be deem'd a moſt 
diſhonourable Action. To facrifice Virtue. for 
worldly Honour, is like Ixion's hugging a ſplen- 
did Cloud inſtead of Juno, and making Centaurs 
of Mankind. Tis only graſping at a glaring 
Glow-worm, or catching at an Ideal Nothing, 
The Romans wiſely joyn'd the Temples of Vir- 
tue and Honour together; ſo that there was no 
Paſſage into the Latter of Courſe, but through 
the Courtefies of the Former, to make them 
ſeem incorporated into one intire Compolition, 
That Wxcellency which proceeds from Wiſ 
dom, and good Inſtruction, is the firſt Step to 
true Honour, and aſcends by Degrees to the 
higheſt Pitch of Glory, or Advancement in 
Virtue, This was reckon'd the nobleſt Emulati- 
on among the Ancient Moraliſts; as Heſiod aſſerts 
— j] & tpts dhe Bern, to rival one another, 
who ſhould be moſt virtuous, valiant or mag- 
nanimous. No other Contention for Fame, Ho- 
nour, and Authority, can be lawful or Praiſe- 
worthy. Thus Tbemiſtocles, the noble, ſtrove 
ftill to excel Afilriades, for his famous Victory 
obtain'd in the Plains of Marathon, by ſome 
more glorious Exploit. Thus Pompey, the Great, 
treated his Capt ive King Tigranes * . 
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by pardoning and preferring him, whom he 
had vanquiſh'd in Battle, with the trueſt Mag- 
nanimity. Thus Agathocles, the humble, being a 
Potter's Son by Birth, would be ſerv'd at his 
own Royal Table with earthen, not golden Veſ- 
ſels, in Contempt of Vain-glory ; to ſhew the 
mean Original Extract of his Kingſhip. Thus 
Abdolonymus, the meek-ſpirited Prince, was ne- 
ver ſo puft- up with Pride and Havghtineſs, as 
to forget the Garden, or deny the meaneſt Of- 
fices of the Corn, Turnip, or Peaſe-Field, from 
whence he came to the Throne, by Virtue and 
good Husbandry. But the wealthy Craſſus made 
himfelf the moſt contemptible. at laſt by his 
unbounded Ambition, as well as calamitous by 
his arbitrary Competition with other Princes ; 
and ſpoil'd all his Glory, by his odious aſpiring 
Covetouſnels. WY 

CASTALTNO, the elegant Tranſlator, ſeems 
to have underſtood this Verſe ingenuouſly enough 
in the following Senſe; that, A virtuous Woman 
being thus amply provided for, and well fortify'd 
bodily (as it were) againſt all external Afdents, 
or ſutlden Misfortunes, need not fear any Want in 
future Times, or Adverſity in After- Ages. But, 
with Submiſſion, I rather chuſe to take Strength 
and Honour here, to ſignify the excellent Qua- 
lities, and principal Ornaments of her Mind; 
to ſet forth the internal Beauty, as well as Vir- 
tve of her Underſtanding, And this Interpre- 
tation may be abundantly juſtify'd by the Pra- 
ctice of the Hebrews, who frequently us'd to 
expreſs that which peculiarly adorns: any Per- 
ſon, and properly illuſtrates his Profeſſion, by 
the metaphorical Name of Cloathing ;, as it is in 
Pſal. cxxxii. Ver. 9, 10. Let thy Prieſts be cloath- 
ed with Righteouſneſs : and let thy Saints ſhous 
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for Joy. For thy Servant David's Sale, turn not 
away the Face of thine Anointed. And ſo on 
Ver. 16. J will alſo cloath her Prieſts with Sal- 
vation: — But, Ver. 18. His Enemies, will 1 
cloath with Shame; but upon himſelf, ſhall his 
Crown. flouriſh - ſo that Cloathing muſt either ſig- 
Dify Glory or Diſgrace, figuratively ſpeaking, 
in a different Acteptation. ene 

. HOW much more elegantly fine and florid 
does this Tranſitton of the Text appear from the 
Apparet of her Body, to the bright Array, and 
glorious Adornments of. her Mind! She culti- 
vates this nobler Part to Perfection. There is 
nothing wanting in her Virtues, to conſum- 
mate the Royal Character of a Queen. The 
rare Qualifications of her Wiſdom and Piety, her 
Charity and Devoutneſs, her Modeſty and Re- 
ſervedneſs; as well as her majeſtick Meen, grace- 
ful Geſture, polite Stature, exact Symmetry, a- 
miable Complexion, and ſerene Aſpect: All 
are inimitably jluſtrious, and far ſurpaſs the 
brighteſt Beauties in outward Habit, or another 
Element of Glory. She profeſſes all the good 
Gifts, and practiſes all the deſirable Graces of. 
Nature, in the higheſt Degree of Honour and 
Veneration. She makes her ſelf a compleat 
Miftrefs of all uſeful Arts and Sciences, proper. 
for her Sex, and the Accompliſhments of her 
Underſtanding : being well-read in the Books of 
. Wiſdom, Divinity, and Devotion; well-ac- 
quainte& with the Writings either in ſacred, 
moral, or ſecular Hiſtory ; well inſtructed ia 
the Works of Truth, Integrity, or Righteouſ- 
neſs; to perfect her wonderful Acquirements, 
and ſet- off her natural Knowledge, as well as 
her incomparable Wit, moſt agreeably in Con- 
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the Heathen Goddeſſes of Old could boaſt of in 
Fiction only, or by the Complaiſance of the 
Poets, ſhe actually poſſeſſes in Reality, without a 
Complement. Her refin'd Parts, improv'd Facul - 
ties, or finiſh'd Javentions, all verify this Cha- 
racter : ſo that, in fine, Learning and Pfüloſo- 
phy may be ſaid to be her Cleathing, as well as 
Honour and Virtue. N 3 

1. HEREBY, the Strength of ber Body be- 
comes wondertully reputable, as well as remark= 
able to the Eye of every Beholder ; whether 
we conſider the Vivacity, Vigour, or Validity of 
it, throughout the various Movements, either of 
Buſineſs or Diverſion ip the World. She is vi- 
ſtbly ftrong, lively, and laborious ia her Es- 


terprix es; by —— her ſelf briskly in all the 
n 


peculiar Powers of Induſtry, prudent AQts of 
Continency, or harmleſs Exerciſes of Health. 
She is apparently chearful, ſprightly, and inde- 
fatigable; by ſnhewing her great Diligence, in 
the moſt uſetul Orcupations of her Ingenuity, or 
profitable Operations of her active Hands. She 
is, molt emineatly virtuow at laſt, as well as 
vigorous ;, by nobly maintaining her Honour and 
Integrity, in the moſt trying ConjunQures, either 
of Deluſion or | Deſpair, under the work of 
Fortunes. Thus, by Innocence and Alacrity, 
ſhe ſurmounts all Difficulties. Thus ſhe ſtreng- 
thens her Conſtitution, and fortifies her impreg- 
nable Caſtle of Virtue againſt all Attempts, At- 
tacks, or Inſults of Sickneſs, Adverſity, Diſgrace, 
Diſhonour, and the Violence of Foreign Enemies, 
as well as other domeſtick incroaching Powers, 
that would uſurp upon her excellent Govern- 
went. In ſhort, by preſerving her Chaſtity ſtill 
inviolable, ſhe conſequently always injoys a firm 
State of Health, and an inſuperable Strength of 


Body: 
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Body: never weaken'd by any ſlothful Effemi- 
nacies ; never impair'd by any ſordid Intempe- 
rances; never tainted by any ſcandalous Cor- 
ruptions; never adulterated by any enervating 
Intquities; nor debanch'd, by any infectious 
Licentiouſneſſes of Life. 
II. HEREBY, the Noblene/s of her Mind 
appears ſurprizingly great and glorions. What 
can be more admirably Honourable, than to ſee 
her frequently aſpiring up to Heaven in Thought, 
elevated in Expreſſion, and ſoaring above lit- 
tle ſublunary Things in all her Actions? She 
firſt divinely fixes her devout Eye upon God 
Above in Faith, and then caſts her delighted 
Heart upon the King her Spouſe below in Love. 
Her pious Inclinations towards Both, are as un- 
alienable and unalterably virtuous, as their Obs 
ject is immutable, and ineffably gracious. By x 
ſtrictly ſerving, worſhipping, and adoring her 
Maker, ſhe glorifies her Marriage, and conſum- 
mates the Bliſs of it upon Earth. After the 
Performance of her indiſpenfable\ Duties and 
Devotions, with no leſs Truth than Spirit, no- 
thing interpoſes with the Care of cultivating 
her Royal Conſort's Glory, and Felicity, next | 
to ſanctifying his Life in this World, by her | 
reat Virtue, Veneration, Veracity, Fidelity, and 
Affection. Nothing can interrupt her Conſtancy, | 
and Perſeverance. Nothing elſe can interfere, ' 
| or come in Competition with her conjugal Du- | 
| ty, but the Deity it ſelf ; who gave them both | 
| «their Being, and made them One by a myſtical, *' 
as well as indiſſoluble Union. An Union of 
A Soul and Body, that cannot be broken off, but 
only by Death. Two ſuch entire Lovers, as | 
can never ſeparate upon any diſhonourable Ac- |: 
count! Such a happy Pair, as have _— been 
ES nown 
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knew for their inviolable Affection and Vir- 
tue; Perſons of inexpreſſible Valour, Courage, 
or Fortitude! They will never ceaſe to love, 
till they ceaſe to live. And nothing but ot to 
be can part them, or make them unhappy. To 
be brief, in fine, Honour and Chaſtity are her 
Cloathing, according to the holy Text, and the 
inſeparable Embelliſhments of her excellent Mind; 
healthful and beautiful Children, the Bleſſings 
of her faithful, as well as fruitful Matrimony ; 
Charity and Prayer, the ſeraphick Idea's of her 
devoted Soul: wrapt-up in Ejaculations of Pj- 
ety, and always pointing towards Heaven, as 
well as her Husband's Happineſs, like the loving 

Needle to the North, without any Variation. 
III. HEREBY, in fine, the good Humour, 
Gaiety, and Pleaſantneſs of her Temper, make 
her the moſt amiable, as well as agreeable La- 
dy of all Woman-kind, in Converſation. She 
may well hug her own Virtue, and worthily re- 
Joyce in her own Honour and Innocency. The 
Foy of her Heart fits fluttering on her Forehead 
in lovely Smiles. The Serenity of her Coun- 
tenance, argues the inward Satisfactions of her 
noble Mind. The Pleaſantry of her Diſcourſe, 
upon any deſerving Subject, diſcovers the Love, 
Peace, and Sedateneſs of her calm Thoughts. 
She can never be put out of Humour by any 
ruffling, and unruly Paſſions. No little private 
Petts, Piques or Prejudices, can give her any 
uneaſy Reſentments of meditating Revenge; nor 
diſturb the ſettled Repoſe of her great forgi- 
ving Soul. No ſurly Frowns of Fortune can 
diſquiet the ſweet Compoſure of her natural 
Temper, in Patience and Contentment, No fly 
Invectives can diſorder the eſtabliſh'd Govern- 
ment, either of her Thought, or her Tongue, 
f X with 
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with Diſcretion. She laughs at all publick In- 
juries, Affronts, Indignities, Slanders, or Defa- 
mations of her Virtue, with a becoming ſort 
of Pride in her prudent Behaviour; by over- 
looking them, as not worth her Notice, with 
a modeſt Negligence or Indifferency. *Tis be- 


low the Dignity of her Indowments, in Point of 


Prudence, Good-Breeding, or Diſtinction, to re- 
ſent thoſe petulant Provocations, which have 
not the Power to pall her Joy, or incommode 
her Tranquillity. Nothing can ſow'r her ſweet 
Diſpoſition, or make her ill Company, but Vice, 
among thoſe who have the Honour to converſe 
with her, in common Civility and private Chat. 
In her own Nature, ſhe is all Life, Spirit and 
Alacrity ; always joyful in her Looks, pleaſant 
in her Meditations, and diverting in her Dif- 
courſe : never diſcompos'd upon any Occaſion, ei- 
ther of Calumay, Calamity, or Misfortune. Falſe- 
hood flies, Detraction vaniſhes, and all threat- 
ning Clouds diſperſe at the Mirth of her chear- 
ful Conſcience. The Sky clears-up, and there 
is no Gloomineſs at all left, to overcaſt the 
Serenity of her Mind, to darken the Gleams of 
her joyful Heart, or to deform the Glories of 
her gladſome Aſpect. In ſhort, Thinking, or 
Talking, ſhe appears ſtill perfectly Debonnair in her 
Deportment: Inſomuch that ſhe might properl 
be ſtyled Belle Humeur her ſelf in Perfon, as we 
as Perfection. In Time to come, ſhe will undoubt- 
edly meet with better Fortune, and have more 
Reaſon ſtill, to rejoyce in the unſpotted Repu- 
tation of her virtuous Life: And heartily re- 
joyce too in the Strength of her Salvation. 


VERSE 
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VERSE XXVI. 


2 SHE openeth her Mouth with Wiſdom, 
and in her Tongue, is the Law of Kjnaneſs, 


PARAPHRASE. 


00 to all her other fore-mention'd 
; Be Accompliſhments, this ſingular Grace 
Sof good Converſation: that, ſhe is 

2 ncither too ſullen or ſilent; nor too 
free or flippant, forward or talkative. But 
when it comes to her Turn to ſpeak ; and ei- 
ther her Duty, good Manners, or Occaſion re- 
quires it: her Diſcourſe is not about vain fri- 
volous Things, but ſerious Matters of the great- 


eſt Moment. She is then open-hearted, but not 


verboſe in her Tongue. That is as far from 
trifling, as faultering in her Speech. She does 
not love to talk of Shadows, but Subſtances, not 
of Chimera's, but Realities. Let the Subject be 
what it will, either of divine or humane Af- 
fairs, ſhe diſcourſes pertinently, _ cloſely, 
and reaſons judiciouſly : ſtill expreſſing her Wiſ- 
dom, and Sedateneſs, rather than diſcovering 
any predominant Paſſion, Prejudice, or Prepoſ- 
ſeſſion. This is manifeſtly ſhewn, not only in 


the conſtant Softneſs of her charming Voice, 


and Sweetneſs of her unprovoking Language, 
but alſo in the wiſe Inſtruct ions ſhe gives of 
Virtue, and the ſolemn Exhortations ſhe lays 
down of doing Good, loving Juſtice, exerciſing 
Mercy, cultivating Friendſhip, and living peace- 


ably in the World: which ſhe inculcates every 
| X 2 where 
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where by her inimitable Example, as the no- 
bleſt Leſſo» of humane Life. Wiſdom is always 
in her Month, proceeding from the Abundance 
of her gracious Heart; and ſhe never opens 
her Lips, without Expreſſions of Love and Good= 
neſs. Her Tongue is the very Key of Virtue, 
or Inſtrument of Kindneſs, which opens the 
Way to her Huband's Felicity. It locks-up all 
the Cabinet-Secrets of their mutual Love, and 
ſecures all the Jewels, Treaſures, or Satjsfaft ions 
of their conjugal Fidelity, She ſpeaks nothing 
but what is kind, good-natur'd, and comforta- 
ble to all People that have the Happineſs to be 
converſant with her, or the Honour to ſerve 
her in any Way of Dealing. She makes 
the Prudence of her diſcreet Mind, the unalte- 
rable Law of her Mouth; ſo that nothing but 
Bleſſings fall from her beauteous and affable 
Lips, or drop like balmy Dew from her mel- 
liffaous Tongue. Indeed ſhe does not only ſhew 


5 C 
. 1 


her ſelf incomparably wife in her Words, but 


alſo in her Actions. She abhors all the court- 
ly Diſfimulations, and vulgar Hypocriſies of 
the World: when the Mouth and the Mind 
never go together, but are as different as Fire 
and Water, and as diſtant as the Eaſt is from 


the Weſt, or the oppoſite Poles, between Ex- 


preſſion and Sentiment. But ſhe proves always 
as benevolent, or bountiful in her Deeds, as 
ſhe is courteous, or complaiſant in her Speech, 
Her Language abounds with prudent Sayings, pi- 
ous Sentences, or the moſt ſolemn Laws of Grace 
and good Will. Out of her religious Mouth 
proceeds nothing but Piety and Purity; Vera- 
city and Conſolation, or Compaſſion and Chari- 
ty for her diſtreſſed Friends, oppreſſed Meigh- 
bours, and injur'd Country-men. In ſhort, ſhe 


never 
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never fails to ſpeak the Truth of her gene- 
rous Soul, and to be as good as her Word in 
the Performance of her Promiſes. To ſay no 
more, her Word it ſelf is a Law in Abſtract: 
That is, a Compendium of her more voluminous 


Honour, Juſtice and Mercy, as well as Kindneſs 
and Affection at large. 


REMARKS. 


IS DOM was the great Bleſſing of So- 

lomon himſelf, and no leſs than the Gift 
of Heaven. By the Influence of it, a virtuous 
Voman makes her ſelf, at leaſt, the moſt ami- 
able Miſtreſs of her Spouſe's Heart intirely, 
with a ſort of religious Admiration, not far 
from adoring ſuch a living Image of Beauty, 
This muſt needs render them the happieſt Pair : 
and though not poſſeſs'd of Crowns or Scepters 
here perhaps, yet they injoy a Heaven upon Earth, 
in Peace and Love, Patience and Contentment; 
for their better Conſolation in the Study of 
Virtue, Religion, and Philoſophy. Thus ſhe be- 
comes a perfect Volume of Grace and Goodneſs, 
both in Body and Mind; bound- up with the 
trueſt Laws of Kindneſs, Favour and Fidelity : 
not unlike a Book of Wiſdom, good Faith, and 
Sincerity, of the beſt Edition; whereby we may 
learn the moſt lively Oracles of Truth, next af- 


ter the Word of God, and from whence we 


may copy the moſt divine Things, or devout- 
eſt Excellencies after her glorious Example, as 
the faithfulleſt Original, copious, as well as gra- 
cious, and the faireſt Impreſſion of Virtue. Bur 


the Three great Topicks of Prudence, Speaking, 


and Friendſhip, being couch'd under this com- 
SY X 3 pre- 
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prehenſive Text, I ſhall be as brief as poſſible in 
my Remarks. 

I. PRUDENCE, is the humane Effect of 
divine Wiſdom. This comes from God, to di- 
rect Man in that, as the firſt River of the 
Fountain of all Duty; flowing with heavenly 
Gifts and Graces, into all the virtuous Actions 
upon Earth: as it is in Eccleſ. Chap. i. Ver. 
23. Wiſdom raineth down Knowledge and wiſe 
Underſtanding, and bringeth to Honour, thoſe that 
poſſeſs her in Truth. Cicero aſſerts, that a pru- 
dent Man cannot but be good of Courſe. The 
learned Socrates calls Prudence the Princeſs of | 
moral Yirtzes, teaching us the true Knowledge 
of our ſupreme Good, the laſt End of our Be- 
ing, and the beſt Means of obtaining that Fe- 
licity. It does not only give us a perfect Idea 
of Good, but an exact Diſtinction of Evil. It 
is a Beam of the Sun; which not only in- 
lightens our Underſtandings againſt Vice, but 
likewiſe warms our Affections into a Choice of 
Virtue, as willing as deliberate. The wiſe Bias | 
compares it to the Sight among the Five Sen- 
ſes, as the moſt ſubtile, piercing, and beauti- 
ful among all other Virtues for its Conduct and 
Direction. It is the beſt Pilot in a Storm of 
Paſſions. It can command the moſt boiſterous 
Sea into a Calm. It inſures againſt all Ship-wrecks, | 
by Memory, Underſtanding and Providence; 
the Three curious Eyes, by which Prudence 
views either Times or Things, paſt, preſent and 
to come, with the moſt mature Deliberation, 
A prudent Man well remembers the Firſt, in- 


joys the Second, and foreſees the Third, accord- 


ing to Iſocrates's Admonition. There is no, wha 
would have thought it, with him, as is affirm'd 


tor a Folly by Demeſtbenes. Prudence appears 
= | in 
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in the Poſſeſſor of it, by the diſcreet Govern- 
ment of his Perſon ; whether of his good Man- 
ners, and Conditions wihin, as Juſtice, Honour 
and Honeſty : or his ſocial Practices and Tranſ- 
actjons without the Body; as Sobriety of Diet, 
— Entertainment, good Houſe- keeping, 
friendiy Converſation, or commendable Uſe of 
his Subſtance and Riches. Thus he may ſoon 
become the wiſeſt King, Politician, or Oecono- 
miſt ; by diſcerning good Things from bad; 
by neither giving, nor taking ill Counſel ; by 
helping Innocency, and correcting Malice, ac- 
cording to the beſt Philofopher's Advice. He 
cannot alter his ſolid Mind through Praiſe or 
Diſpraiſe, Fortune or Misfortune, Honour or 
Digrace. He can never be aſtoniſh'd through 
Fear, diſcourag'd through Violence, diſturb'd 
through falſe Accuſations, prefs'd down with 
Sorrow, or pufft-up with Profperity. In all 
Changes, he abides conſtant; in all Dangers, 
valiant; and in all Pleaſures, abſtemious, or 
Maſter of Himſelf. His Converſation gives Life 
to the Hearers, and charms them into Delight, 
as well as Attention. He is always pleaſant 
in his Sports, facetious in his Diſcourſe, and in- 
ſtructive in his Diverſions. His very Laughter 
has the Power of exhilaratiag other People's 
Hearts. He can weep with Heraclitzs, to la- 
ment; and laugh with Democritus, to ridicule 
the growing Yanities of the World. In ſhort, 
this is the King of all Hearts ; who can never 
be bewitch'd with Vice, nor wedded to ſuch 
Witchcraft, as Rebellion againſt Heaven. Alex- 
ander the Great, always had this Saying of 


F Homer's in his Mouth; In Counſel wiſe, and va- 


liant in the Fight : taking Proweſs only for the 
Effect of a priuce- like Prudence. He only com- 
X 4 ped 
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pell'd thoſe he conquer'd to Happineſs, under 
the benign Influences of his proſperous Arms, 
A lawful Monarchy makes all People ſo; if it 
was but univerſal! I leave Ceſar to his own 
glorious Commentaries, who wrought more M- 
ploits by this Virtue, than the Valour of his 
whole Army; whom his Whig- Enemy, Cicero, 
calls a Monſter of Prudence, or a Prodigy of in- 
credible Diligence: And for that very Reaſon, |! 
as well as other Arguments that might be al- 
leg'd, no monarchical Writer ought to quote his 
Authority for any Government, but a Common- 
Wealth. But I muſt not he too prolix, or im- 
prudent in the Application, while I ſtudy Bre- 
Vily. 4 
II. SPEECH is a divine Work of great 
Admiration; in which Pradence appears al- 
moſt as much as in any other Action of hu- 
mane Life. It ought to proceed from the Mouth * 
of Wiſdom, as well as the Abundance of an un- 
derſtanding Heart, Tis a great Virtue to ſpeak 
little and well, to the Purpoſe. *Tis Sacrilege to 
polute, or dehile ſo holy a Thing, with prophane, 
vile, or filthy Talk. St. Matthew puts it upon the 
Tryal of Life and Death, Chap. xii. Ver. 35, 
36, 37. according to the good or bad Trea- 


ſure of the Heart, condemning, or acquitting 


the Speaker. Plutarch calls Speech, com parative- 
ly, the Nouriſhment of the Soul, that 1s eaſily © 
corrupted, and becomes odioys by Wickedneſs, 
Immorality, or Prophanatjon. The holy Scrip- 
ture is full of this Truth; as Prov. Chap. xvii. | 
Ver. 27, 28. He that hath Knowlegve, ſpareth * 
his Words: and a Man of Underſtanding, is of 
an excellent Spirit. Even a Fool when he holdeth 
his Peace, is counted wiſe: and he that ſhutteth 
his Lips, is eſteemd a Man of Underſtanding. 
And 1 Pet. Chap. iii. Ver. 10. F any Man long 
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after Life, and love to ſee good Days, let him re- 
frain his Tongue from Evil, and his Lips that 
they ſpeak no Guile. For every Man ſhall eat 
of the Fruit of his Mouth, to Salvation, or to 
Condemnation. In ſhort, the true Government of 
the Tongue, is one of the greateſt Virtues z 
which can never be ſubverted, but by the groſs- 
eſt Folly, Madneſs, or Indiſcretion. The won- 
derful Formation of Speech, by the Vibrations 
of Air into Sound, ſhould perſwade us to the 
Admiration of Wiſdom. Themiſtocles com pa- 
red it to rich Tapeſtry unfolded, diſplay- 
ing the glorious Figures of Hiſtory to the Eye, 
as this does the hidden Thoughts of the Mind 
to the Ear. Democritus call'd Words, the Sha- 
dow of Works. Socrates ſaid, they were the 
viſible Similitudes, and lively Images of the 
Soul, in Expreſſion. The Force and Efficacy 
of fine Speaking, is wonderful in the Hearers. 
Nothing can be more perſwaſive than Oratory. 


Every Word that a Man ſpeaks, ought to be 


a Law, not a Lie. Lying is the greateſt Diſ- 
grace of the Gift. It betrays the Faculty into 
Diſcredit and Unbelief. Philoſophy Is a Profeſ. 
ſion of ſerious, grave, and weighty Matters; 
which excludes all frivolous Tittle-Tattle, tri- 
fling Banter, or vain Babbling. Agapetus com- 
pares the Tongue to a muſical Inſtrument; 
which, if well manag'd, will play us a Tune, 
with all the Concords of a true Harmony of 
Virtue. Vocally conſider'd, it will fing us a 
Song of Wiſdom, directed by a religious Under- 
ſtanding. Speech, like Gold, is beſt when it 
bas the leaſt Droſs. It ought to contain a 
great Deal of good Dodrine in a little Compaſs. 
Laconical Sayings, ſhort and ſententious, are the 
molt inſtructive, without any Batrolvgy, A few 

lignt- 
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ſignificant Words of Wit, well-contriv'd, are 
the moſt agreeably grave, graceful, and com- 
prehenſive of Edification. Philip of Macedonia, 
threat'ning once verboſely, if he enter'd Laconia, 
what he would do; was anſwer'd with 
an IF. A Monoſyllable, ſometimes, proves the” 
propereſt Reply. However, the graveſt Diſcourſe 
mix'd with a little innocent Mirth, delightful 
Sweetneſs, and gracious Eloquence, void of all 
Diſſoluteneſs, is very edifying, as well as agree- 
able to the Hearing. The Graces and the Muſes 


_ wiſely met together, as Euripides ſays, make the 


moſt harmonious Aſſembly. Good Examples al- 
ſo fitly apply'd, are very profitable for Inſtru- 
Aion. Likeneſs is ſo perſwaſive, that a great 
Part of humane Life conſiſts in Imitation. Ari- 

otle condemns Prating among eloquent Pleaders. 
Phocion told Leoſthenes once, for a verboſe Ora- 
tion he made, that his Words were like Cypreſs- 


Trees, very big and lofty ; but bear no Fruit. 


Plato calls Babblers Thieves of Time; and Plu- © 
tarch compares them to empty Veſſels, that have 
more Sound than Solidity, more Noiſe than 
Nouriſhment. But the latemperance of the 
Tongue is the worſt of All, according to Bias. 


A perpetual Clack is grating to the Ear, and di- 
ſturbs the Brain. It ſpoils all well-mix'd Con- 


verſation, by ingroſſing all the Talk to it ſelf, 


The Duplicates of our Eyes and Ears, ought to 
inſtru& us better; that we ought to hear and 
ſee much more than we ſpeak. Great Men, or 
Princes, of all others, ſhould ſpeak very little, 
becanſe their Words are often taken for Laws, 
Oracles, and Decrees. Nothing ought to eſcape 


their Mouths, without good Deliberation, for 


Fear of being miſtaken : which made Tiberius 


manage all his publick Affairs by Writing. Si- 
lence 
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lence ſometimes proves the profoundeſt Wiſdom. 
The wiſe Zeno knew well, when, and where 
to hold his Peace ; and was no great Admirer 
of impertinent Table-Talk. But in all our Lan- 
guage, whenever it is neceſſary to ſay ſome- 
thing, we ought to have a ſtrict Regard to 
the Law of Kindneſs, the Advantage of our 
Neighbour, and the Glory of God, the Giver 
of this excellent Faculty, to diſtinguiſh us from 
Brates. 

III. FRIENDSHIP, the very Bond of 
civil Society, is preferable to every Thing elſe 
that ſeems profitable; whether it be Honour, 
Riches, or Pleaſure. Perfect Friendſhip, ſays 
Ariſtatle, is to love our Friend more for his 
Benefit, than our own Advantage. Friends are 
the moſt valuable of Bleſſings, in Socrates's Opi- 
nion. But he groſsly deceives himſelf, as Homer 
ſays, that ſeeks for a Friend at Court, or tries 
him at a Feaſt. Rare Things are generally moſt 
eſteem'd, and ſo ought a Friend, by that Rule 
of Scarcity. You'll be often forc'd to return a 
non eſt inventus upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry. This 
puts me in Mind of the ingenious Sr. R. 
Leſtrange's Queſtion, What Country- men are 
Friends? As puzling, as it is pertinent. How- 
ever, true Friendſhip, or the Law of Kindneſs, 
was accounted by the Philoſphers, as the greateſt 
Good of Fortune, and the leaſt Subject to her 
Fickleneſs, or Inconſtancy. There is not, under 
the Canopy of Heaven, ſo valuable a Bleſſing 
as a true Friend, Firſt, it muſt be referr'd to 
God, who gives this Grace, as its chief Cauſe, 
End and Object, or the great Friend of the 
whole Univerſe : then to Man, as its Subje& 
in the Concord, and Agreement he makes with 

Others, 
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others, for the Sake of Pleaſure, Honeſty, and 
Tranquillity of Mind, as well as Fidelity, Aſſi- 
ſtance, and Fellowſhip of humane Life. It is 
a Communion of a perpetual good Will, fra- 
med by the perfect Habit of a long continu'd 
Love. This Love, as Tully obſerves, is a gene- 
rous Deſire, to profit and pleaſure another, 
without any Hope of Recompence : for, other- 
wiſe, it would be nothing but Trucking, or a 
meer Merchandiſe. It is making One Soul of 
Two, in Will and Affection, among real Friends. 
There is no Medium to be kept between them, 
nor Diſtinction made. The One muſt be wholly 
truſted, or wholly forſaken by the other. The 
One may juſtly think himſelf alone in the o- 
ther's Company. The One is a ſecond Self, 
and lives in the Other's Body, by a mutual 
Transformation. Both are but One in Con- 
junction, and Conformity of Manners, De- 
ſires and Paſſions, or Studies, Pleaſures and 
Inclinations, by their friendly Society, Practice 
of Sincerity, or Profeſſion of perfect Fidelity 
in Converſation. Their very Speech, Thoughts, 
and Hearts, are the Same. They affect the 
Sameneſs of Behaviour in all Reſpects. In fine, 
"tis wonderful how they always cotton to all In- 
tents, and Purpoſes of Temper and Genius. 
Likeneſs of Parts, Humour and Conditions, 
makes their Love everlaſting in Nature, Freedom, 
or Conſtancy. Their Diſſpoſit ions are ever mutual- 
ly conformable and unanimous. They have no 
Occaſion of changing, like Proteus, into diverſe 
Shapes, to curry Favour with one another, by 
the Fiction. They cannot diſguiſe themſelves, 
like Courtiers, by Flattery or Diſſimulation. They 
never mock one another, like Mimicks of State, 
or counterfeit their Failings, as courtly Syco- 
pbants do, in Imitation of their Princes; _ 
| WACN 
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when they laugh, ſpit when they ſpit, &c. for 
Faſhion-Sake : as it is ſtory'd of Alphonſus, King 
of Arragon, who being a little wry-neck'd by 
Nature; his diſſembling Favourites held their 
Heads on one Side, to follow his Imper fection, 
or flatter him by Art. But the Choice of a true 
Friend, is a Matter of great Nicety and Spe- 
culation. He muſt be choſen for his Virtue, 
Prudence, Integrity, Conſtancy, and Liberality : 
as Pythagoras rightly adviſes — *aps]; mit ide, 
275 dels S. A virtuous Perſon makes the belt 
Friend. A wiſe Man does not receive every 
One into his Friendſhip, without DiſtinQion. 
It muſt be free, without Fraud, upon all Occa- 
ſions. The trueſt Teſt of it, is in Adverſity, as 
Gold is try'd in the Furnace. Many pretend- 
ed Friends may be none upon Tryal. The beſt 
Way is to prove their Sincerity, before we 
have Occaſion for their Kindneſs ; prove them 
to love them, and not love them to prove them, 
as Theophraſtus admoniſhes. There are many 
Paraſites in Proſperity, who are only Trencher- 
Friends, and go-off in a Bubble. Whereas it is 
the indiſpenſable Daty cf real Friendſhip, to 
ſuccour one another in all Neceſſities, and com- 
fort one another in all Tribalations, with our 
Goods, Perſons or Counſels, by a perfect Sym- 
pathy, and mutual Fellow-Feeling. A Plurali- 
ty of Friends, is as ridiculous as impoſſible. 
Plutarch obſerves, that to ſeek for a Swarm 
of Friends, is to fall into a Waſp's Neſt of E- 
nemies. Tis remarkable, that the moſt excel- 
lent Friendſhip hath always been practis'd on- 
ly between Two Perſons : witneſs the famous and 
faithful Examples of Jonathan and David, of 
Achilles and Patroclus, of Pylades and Oreſtes, of 
Ephenus and Everitus, and of Damon and Pythias 
ſuch happy Couples as ſtill profeſs'd the Law of 
7 5 Kind- 
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Kindneſs to one another, with the utmoſt Sin- 
cerity, both upon Life and Death, in Hiſtories 


too tedious to relate here more at large: not 


forgetting the Royal Pair we are now treating 
of, as the moſt glorious Inſtance of conjugal 
Wiſdom, Kindneſs, Afability, Friendſhip and 
Affection. 

But to return to our virtuous Lady in the 
Text, who delights in the Law of the Lord. 
His ſacred Word is always uppermoſt in her 
Mouth, as well as deepeſt in her Heart, The 
holy Scriptures are ingraven upon the Table 
of it, in vocal Characters of Joy. She talks of 
nothing more than her Creator, Redeemer, and 
Comforter. Her Diſcourſe is all ſanQtify'd, and 
her Tongue conſecrated to divine Service. She 
honours his holy Name, not only with the pu- 


reſt Thoughts, but the moſt joyful Lips, and 


greateſt Love of Wiſdom, Diſcretion, or De- 
votion of Soul. The Secrets of her Heart are 
throughly cleans'd by the bleſſed Spirit, and 
the Expreſſions of her Mouth purify'd to the 
Perfection of Piety. She thinks of nothing 
more than Happineſs ; talks of little elſe but 
Futurity, and utters the wiſeſt Oracles of holy 
Living and Dying. In ſhort, ſhe behaves as if 
ſome of the Sibyls were ſtill in Being, or the 
holy Bible was imprinted upon her Heart, by 
her prophetick Spirit, and the wonderful Re- 
velations of her religious Mind. The Laws of 
Man likewiſe are her great Delight, Her Soul 
is inſpir'd with univerſal Love and Kindneſs. 
She heartily wiſhes the Welfare of all Mankind 
in civil Society, and makes it the Buſineſs of 
her Tongue, to promote the Peace and Proſpe- 
rity of a Nation, as well as Neighbourhood, by 
her amicable Diſcourſes. She abominates all 

R Factions, 
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Factions, Fractions, or Animoſities of Parties, 
between a rightful King and his People, the e- 
ſtabliſh'd Church and its Members, or lawful 
Husbands and their Niven; which diſturb the, 
ſettled Order of a publick Community, and de- 
feat the very End, either of Civil or Eccleſiaſtical 
Government. She conſtantly and kindly inter- 
poſes, not in Wiſh only, but in expreſs Words 
of Wiſdom, and the moſt agreeable Terms of 
Accommodation, as far as lies in the Power of 
her perſwaſive Tongue, to make up all Breaches, 
heal all Diviſions, and reconcile all Differences, 
civil, national, or domeſtick : that Right may 
take Place again, and Peace be reftor'd in ſtatu 
quo of Glory, as well as Truth, Juſtice, and 
Righteouſneſs flouriſh in the Land, according 
to her elegant Diſcourſes of the Lam, or paſſi- 
onate Deſires of Love and Loyalty. Upon the 
whole Matter, ſhe always plays the Part of 
the trueſt Peace- maler, or kindeſt Promoter of 
good Faith, and Preſerver of publick Unanimity. 
T HIS prudent Lady, ſometimes, exerts all 
the Faculties of her Speech, with the greateſt 
Energy of Judgment, and Wiſdom of Politicks. 
She ſquares her whole Life according to the 
Laws of her native Conntry, not only in Prin- 
ciple, but alſo in Pradice; as far as they are 
exactly ſubordinate, and duly ſubſervient to the 
higher Powers of Heaven. She appears to be the 
moſt ſincere Lover, as well as Admirer, of the 
ſupreme Law-Giver, either divine or humane, 
upon the juſteſt Diſtinction between the Power, 
and the Right of making Laws for the com- 
mon Good of Mankind. She knows, with per- 
fect Satisfaction, that the Legiſlators of this 
World, are only God's Vicegerents upon Earth; 
and that their Appointments never ought to 
| con- 
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controul, or contradict his unalterable Viſt 
tut ion. She can eaſily diſtinguiſh between the 
Legiſlature, and the Legiſlative Power; between 
the Ad, and the Principle of Acting; between 
That which is always in Being, and That which 
may not Be, without either a Royal Conſent, or 
Aſſent of Prerogative. The One never ceaſes, the 
Other may be intermitted from Time to Time; 
as the wiſe ſupreme Diſpoſer of Things pleaſes 
ro permit for the Beſt. She nicely conſiders 
by whoſe Authority. they a#, and upon what 
Foundation; but humbly conceives, that every 
Law of Man made againſt a manifeſt or poſi- 
tive Law of God, is, ipſo facto, null and void, 
and unlawful to all Intents and Purpoſes. She 
abſolutely believes, that no At of any Senate 
can ſuperſede the Bible, or cancel an immu— 
table Law of Nature; and thinks it of ve- 
ry dangerous Conſequence, for any inferiour 
Power, or Authority ofa Kingdom, to diſpeace 
wich a ſuperiour Law of Nations: for Fear of 
deſtroying the great End of its Happineſs, and 
involving it in endleſs Wars, Perils, or State- 
Contraſto's for the future, by their politick Con- 
traventions. But this is none of my Province 
by the By. In fine, her Heart is continually 
full of Truth and Wiſdom ; her Mouth, of good 
Will and Modeſty; her Tongue, of Integrity 
and Friendſhip : without any Court-Glavering, 

Flattery, Corruption, Unkindneſs, or Diſloyalty. 
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VERSE XXVII. 


\ SHE looketh well to the Ways of her Hou- 
ſhold, and eateth not the Bread of Idleneſs, 


PARAPHRASE, 


HE Diligence of her Eyes, is no 
"31 leſs laudable than that of her 
il Hands. But ſhe ſhews her Pru- 


where ſhe narrowly obſeryes the Motions, and 
nicely rectifies the Manners of all her Dome- 
ſticks with the greateſt Circumſpection. She 
ſuffers no evil, or idle Ways of getting their 
Livelihood. She neither allows them to gad 
Abroad at Diſcretion, to loiter within Doors at 
their Pleaſure, nor to labour at their Work 
without the beſt Iuſtruct ions and Encouragement : 
but teaches them how to live induſtriouſly, as 
they ought to do, and to earn their Bread by 
the Sweat of their Brows. Upon which Ac- 
count, if for no other Reaſon, ſhe highly de- 
ſerves what ſhe eats, and juſtifies what ſhe in- 
Joys, with Satisfaction. Thus her well-manag'd 
Family thrives, and flouriſhes through her care- 
ful Inſpection. She looks into every Creek and 
Corner of her Houſe, and ſets all Things to 
Rights, in the exacteſt Order of Decency, Neat- 
neſs, or Decorum. There are no Slut's- Holes, or 
Sluggard's-Neſts to be found in her Dwellings ; 
but they are always kept thoroughly clean, by 
her own Diligence or Direction, and geateely 
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earniſh'd, with the greateſt Diſcretion, or Cu- 
rioſity. Her Piety and Prudence, as well as her 
elegant Cleanlineſs, makes it an Habitation al- 
moſt fit for the Reception and Entertainment 
of Angels, in their divine Embaſſies, She ex- 
atly ponders all the Ways of her Inhabitants, 
Children, or Servants; corrects their Miſtakes 
kindly, ſupplies their Omiſſions diſcreetly, and 
reforms their Manners of living, as well as la- 


bouring, by the moſt prudential Rules of good 


Houſewif*'ry, and wholeſome Inſtruction, either 
moral or religious. They are conſtantly as well 
taught as fed, in her regular Family; and may 
foon underſtand, by her commendable Example 
of Wiſdom, Induſtry, and Frugality, not to eat 
the Bread of Idleneſs; not to pamper their la- 
Zy loitering Carcaſes in Eaſe, nor affect the 
ſulſome Indulgences of Food, and Rayment, 
without taking Pains for it: but to be ever 


carefully learning, and labouring to get their 


own Living, and to do their Duties in that 
Domeſtick State of Life; to which ſhe has 
wiſely bronght them up, by the Bleſſing of 
God, in their ſeveral Callings, or Vocations of 


_ Virtue, and as ſhe her ſelf has diligently done 


before them, with the moſt incomparable Pru- 


_ dence, and Regularity, as well as Applauſe. 


REC MAN KS. 


RT HAT excellent Oeconomy may we not 
expect to meet with here, in her ami- 

able Dwellings! The Ways of her Houſhold are 
continually under the Care of her curious Eye, 
and cannot fail of proſpering under the Counte- 


9 


nance of ſuch an admirable Miſtreſs, among 


Her menial Servants, by the Verity of the good 
old 
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old Proverb. She is ſo nicely circumſpect in 
the right Ordering of her Affairs, either with 
a Reſpe&t to her own exemplary Deportment 
and Behaviour, or the Conduct and Carriage 
of her Domeſticks ;, that ſhe makes her Manſion 
not only a Seat of publick Beauty and Delight, 
or of Virtue, Diligence, and Elegancy; but like- 
wiſe a private Houſe of Prayer and Devotion, 
as well as a Family of Love, Kindneſs, and 
Hoſpitality. Her conſtant Abode ſeems to be 

in Bliſs and Holineſs, by the Devoutneſs of 
her Mind. Tis the greateſt Comfort of her 
Life, to ſee her Habitation prudently regulated 
in all the good Offices of Induſtry, and Mode- 
ration, according to her diſcreet Management; 
without either impoſing any Slavery, on the one 
Hand; or ſuffering any Slutriſhneſs, on the other, 
in Fact. For ſhe is equally an Enemy to down- 
right Drudgery, brutal Servitude, and over-work- 
ing either her Alen or Maid-Servants beyond 
their Strength, as ſhe appears to be to their 
Slothfulneſs, and Negligence in her Houſhold- Em- 
loyments. She would neither have them over- 
do, nor under-doÞ their Duty, by her diligent 
Circumſpect ion; but only deſires their beſt Care 
to maintain the Honour of her Service, pre- 
ſerve the Reputation of her Houſe, and vindi- 
cate it from all Uncleanneſs, Diſorder, or Con- 
fuſion, She ſtill puts them in the wiſeſt Way 
of getting their own Livelihood hereafter, with- 
out Lazineſs, or eating the Bread of Idleneſs 
under her prudent Regulation : if they have the 
Grace, at leaſt, to ſquare their Lives according 
to her inſtructive Example; by never deſiring 
to eat a Bit of Bread, or a Morſel of Meat, 
which they do not deſerve, by the faithful Di- 
ligence of their Hands, and the laborious Sweat 
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of their Bodies. In ſhort, Idleneſs is the very 
A ver ſion of Virtue, and the unnatural Nouriſher 
of Vice : ſo that ſhe diſcountenances all Sluts, 
diſcards all Slovens, and caſhires all Sluggards 
out of her domeſtick Service. 

I. THIS virtuous Houſholder ſtrictly regulates 
their Principles; by teaching her hired Servants 
the true Knowledge of their Duty to their Maſters, 
or Miſtreſſes, and laying the ſureſt Foundation 
of a good Underſtanding, or laſting Friendſbip, 
upon that ſolemn Family-Relation. She eaſily 
wins their Hearts to a wilting Obedience, by 
the Sweetneſs of her Temper, or the Lawfulneſs 
of her Commands. By her Juſtice, and Genero- 
lity, ſhe quickly engages them to the greateſt 
Faithfulneſs; far above any Eye-Service, Or Breach 
of Truſt, either through negleQing, waſting, de- 
rauding, purloining, or embezelling her Goods. 
By her Goodneſs, and Afﬀability, ſhe gently 
brings them over to the greateft Submiſſion, 
Patience and Meekneſs, under the Reprehenſt- 
ons of her juſt Difpleaſure, without any Surli- 
neſs, ſawey Anſwers, or rude Replies. By her 
condeſcending Familiarity, good Admonition, 
edifying Example, tender Inſtruction, and in- 
dulgent Moderation, in all her Vndertakings, ſhe 
charms them to the greateſt Diligence, and 
ſtricteſt Attendance in their reſpective Services, 
without giving themſelves up to Sloth, Sluttiſhneſs, 
and Indifferency ; to Company-keeping, Gaming, 
and Gamboling Abroad, or to any other diſor- 
derly Courſe of Life, and Licentiouſneſs : which 
may take them off from the Purſuit of their 
more neceſſary Buſineſs, as well as divert them 
from the better Practice of their bounden 


Duty. 
Il. THIS 
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II. THIS excellent Houſewife alſo, as wiſe- 
ly overſees, and pries into their private Tranſ- 
actions, or clandeſtine Practices: if it is poſſible 
for them to turn Ingrates after ſuch gracious 
Uſage, or be guilty of any Frauds and Infideli- 
ties, after ſuch virtuous Inſtructions. She will 
ever be looking circumſpectly into her own 
Ways, and, in all Reaſon, expects the ſame Re- 
ard from the Eyes, or at the Hands of her 
juſt, faithful, and obedient Servants. Inſomuch 
that this incomparable Lady, at laſt, becomes 
ſo curious, and ſo diſcerning a Houſe- Keeper 3 
that, ſuppoſing her to be a Queen, ſhe would 
manage her Houſhold ſo well, as not to let the 
King's Cheeſe go balf a way in Parings at Court, 
as the Proverb expreſſes it, for Want of due 
Care, Conduct, and good Looking-after. She 
would not ſuffer her Palace to be impair'd, or 
the Crown impoveriſh'd,by any exorbitant Grants, 
or Foreign Gratuities: not willingly allow the 
beſt Fewels of it to be embezelled, nor the glo- 
rious Prerogative it ſelf to be leſſen'd, or made 
little by any inglorious Practices, protuſe Con- 
ceſſions, or improvident Liberalities : provided 
it was in her Power to prevent ſuch Extra- 
vagances, to take Repriſals, and to make Re- 
aſſumptions, for the hetter Service, Honour, or 
Intereſt of her Royal Conſort. However yet, in 
her own private Family, ſhe admits of no 0- 
verſights, or Male- Adminiſtration of her civil At- 
fairs: never overlookins any Buſineſs, either of 
greater or ſmaller Account, for the Benefit and 
Welfare of her Houſnold-Concerns. But, and 
if her idle Servants, after All, prove either re- 
frattory or unfaithful, ſhe will take Care to diſ- 
grace them, with the moſt prudential Severi- 
ties, and gentle Corrections; in Order to re- 
1 gulate 
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gulate their Liver for the future, and reform 
their Manners for the better. If ſhe finds them 
viſibly cheating her Spouſe, or emptying his Cof- 
fers to fill their own Pockets, and inrich their 
own Families; why, then it is bat common 
Juſtice to make them refund their ill-gotten 
Plunder, and to bring the thieviſh, treacherous, 
or untruſty Perſons, to condign Puniſhment. For 
why ſhould ſhe induſtriouſly wink at their 
Crimes, or tamely acquieſce in ſeeing both her 
Husband and Houſhold moſt palpably wrong'd 
before her Eyes, by ſuch barefac'd Robbers, and 
ungrateful Pilferers ? 


1 


VERSE XXVIII. 


d HER Children ariſe up, and call her Bleſe 
* ſed; her Hushand alſo, aud he praiſeth her, 


PARAPHRASE. 


APP is the Progeny of ſuch 3 
8deeſerving Parent! Her tender Care, 
both of their good Education, and 
daily Proviſion, excites in her Song 
and Daughters, the greateſt Venera- 
tion for their indulgent Mother's Virtues. As 
they grow-up in Years to Maturity of Judgment, 
they will be ſtill extolling her ſingular Excel- 
lencies. Happy is the Husband of ſuch a bleſ- 
ſed Wife, whole glorious Endowments of Mind 
he can never ſufficiently commend : but when 
he has ſaid all he can, in reciting her particu- 
lar Praiſes, he mult abruptly reſolve himſelf at 
2 | laſt, 
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faſt, either into a profound Silence, or imper- 
fect Eulogies. Her dear Children think it the 
greateſt Felicity of their Lives; that ever they 
were born of ſuch a nurſing, obliging, and af- 
fectionate Mother! They muſt needs riſe- up with 
Prayers, as] well as Praiſes in their Mouths, at 
all Times, for the Preſervation of her good 
Health, and long Life. They mult call her the 
moſt Bleſſed of Women here below, for the 
faithful Nurture of their 1-fancy, the careful 
Tuition of their Childhood, and the prudent In- 
ſtruction of their riper Years. They cannot, in 
common Reaſon, leave their Beds in a Morn- 
ing, without bleſſing God Almighty for their 
Happineſs of having ſo illuſtrious an Example 
of Grace, Goodneſs, and Benediction before 
their Eyes, to imitate, as well as admire al- 
moſt to Superſtition, in the future Actions of 
their Lives, and regulation of thetr Manners. 
Her beloved Spouſe alſo, and he is happily in- 
dear'd by her charming Beauties, or tranſport- 
ed with her raviſhing Tenderneſſes beyond Ex- 
preſſion. His Glories are all only loud Pane- 
gyricks of her Virtues, The mutual Emulation 
of their pions Minds, raiſes their Fortune with 
Honour, and Riches ; ennobles their Marriage 
with Popularity and Renown ; and renders them 
the moſt celebrated Conſorts, little inferiour to 
the Royal Pair here mention'd, either for Dig- 
nity, Devontneſs, Religion, Fidelity, or Affecti- 
on. He worthily praiſes her Oeconomy, Conduct, 
and Wiſdom to the Skies, from whence ſhe 
came in Peace upon Earth for its Benefit; he 
bleſſes kind Heaven for her happy Birth ; and 
loves her next after God, who created them 
both for the nobleſt Ends of his divine Com- 
placency : in graciouſly vouchlafing to give hins 
| Y 4 ſpch 


328 Lemuel' Leſſon 


ſuch an ineſtimable Bleſſing, and beſtowing up: 
on her the moſt ineffable Comforts of the Cre- 
ation, in a conjugal State of Lite. 


REMARKS. 


BSERVE, then how this praiſe-worthy 
rinceſs, in the Text, has not only the Sa- 

tisfaction of being bleſt by her obedient Chil- 
dren, and extoll'd by her loving Spouſe ; but al- 
ſo obtains the Happineſs of an univerſal Ap- 
pſauſe, as well as the voluntary Recommenda- 
tion of her honourable Character among the 
Virtuous, all over the World. She is, confeſ- 
ſedly, not only the Darling of her own faith- 
ful Family, and native Country, but likewiſe 
the Favourite of Foreign Kingdoms, and far 
_ diſtant Dominions. Her very Perſon naturally 
requires the Beholder's Love 2nd Admiration 
her Preſence demands his Modeſty and Reverence; 
and her Majeſty commands his Awe and Vene- 
ration, upon any curious Approach. The Cour- 
teſy of her Mind, the Humility of her Meer, 
and the Magnificence, as well as Reſerv'dneſs 
of her inacceſſible Virtue, ſtrike the boldeſt Stran- 
gers with Aſtoniſhment, and bring her moſt in- 
vidious, or inveterate Enemies, to Submiſſion up- 
on Sight. They are all preſently charm'd in- 
to Converſion, and recognize her Glories. They 
cannot afterwards forbear declaring her Afa- 
bility, extolling her Graces, and proclaiming her 
Praiſes to the uttermoſt Parts of their Travels, 
with the juſteſt Acknowledgement. But ſhe be- 
comes moſt remarkably honour'd after all, not on- 
y for kiadly cheriſhing and obliging her Husband; 


ut alſo carefully educating her Children, ow 
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diſcreetly providing for her Family's Welfare, 
in all Points of conjugal Duty. 

EDUCATION of Youth, ſuppoſing it to 
be good, according to the wiſe Sentiments of 
Socrates, Plato, Plutarch, &c. is the chief Foun- 
dation of their future Happineſs. *Tis the great- 
eſt Duty of Chriſtian Parents, next to their own 
everlaſting Security, or Salvation. Children there» 
fore ought to be train'd-up from their Infancy, 
to Learning, Religion, and Morality. As they 
are born, bred, and brought-up, ſo will they 
end their Days, according to the holy Scrip- 
tures; either miſerably vicious, or happily vir- 
tuous, in the Event of their Lives. As the Plant 
is impregnated at firſt, ſo will the Tree prove 
afterwards, and accordingly produce the ſame 
Fruit. To be brief then, Inſtruction will be ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the Melioration of Na- 
ture, as well as rectifying their Manners: 1%, 
By ſhewing them how to honour, worſhip, and 
glorify God, the great Creator, and Preſerver 
of all Beings in Life, Motion, or Ability; who 
ſuffers no evil Work to go unpuniſh'd, through 
his infinite Juſtice 3 and no good One unrewarded, 
through his ſpecial Grace and Favour z which 
they muſt always be imploring, either for their 
Aſſiſtance as to the One, or Prevention as to the 
Other, in all their Undertakings and Perform- 
ances: 2dly, By teaching them how to tranſport 
their Love of temporal Things, as Honour, Beau- 
ty, Riches, Pleaſures, &c. to that of eternal Sa- 
tisfactions, with Contempt, in Compariſon of 
Wiſdom, Knowledge, and Virtue; which can on- 
Iy intitle them to true Tranquillity in their 
Life-Time, and permanent Glory after Death : 
3dly, By letting them know, through other 
Men's Misfortunes, how to ſhun the Dangers of 
Vice, 
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Vice, and Diſobedience, in Pride, Lying, Luft, 
Idleneſs, or keeping ill Company, at the Peril of 
their own Souls and Bodies; that may impriat 
upon their pliant Hearts, a becoming Modeſty, 
and Humiliation of Spirit, which is the only 
Preſervative againſt ſuch juvenile Contagions, 
or Corruptions of Virtue: 4thly, By infuſing in- 
to their Virgin-minds, the pureſt Precepts of 
Prudence and Piety, how to avoid Luxury, Deli- 
cateneſs, or Super fluity in Expences; ill Language, 
moral Turpitude, or Prophaneneſs in Diſcourle 3 
and uncivil Choler, unmannerly Paſſion, or Im- 
patience in Converſation, whereby their Beha- 
viour may be deem'd not only diſhoneſt, and 
diſagreeable, but alſo diſingenuous and diſho- 
nourable, according to the Rules of good Breed- 
ing: 5thly, By ſetting before their Eyes the 
good and bad Examples, of Virtue and Vice, in 
reading true Hiſtories, that they may learn how 
to follow the Former, and forſake the Latter, 
for their own Welfare, Proſperity, or Preſer- 
vation; as the old Romans us'd to ſing the fa- 
mous Exploits of their Anceſtors at Feaſts, for 
che better Imitation of their Youth : And, Laſts 
iy, by informing their youthful Underſtandings 
in giving them the beſt Leſſons of Induſtry, Diſ- 
cretion and Fragality, how their Bodies were na- 
turally form'd for Labour, as well as fram'd 
for Pleaſure; that they may thereby, willingly 
undertake ſome profitable Employment, of get- 
ting an honeſt Livelihood, and making their own 
regular Lives happy: to Poſterity. Admonition, 
in like Manner, is as indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
for the better Inſtitution of Youth. Youth is active, 
vehement, and vigorous; but very apt to ſtum- 
ble at the Threſhold of Virtue, for Want of 
good Advice. They are giddy-brain'd and for- 
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3 TO YT: *.. STS „ „ C_CTo_STWD TY IS. 


P 


1 E L 
4 


{ 
A 
E 
Fa. 
Z 
. 


Parapbhrasd, 331 


getful, and muſt be often told of their Duty. 
Their Memories are treacherous, and have the 
greateſt Need of Repetitions. The glorious Steps 
of their Predeceſſors ſhould be throughly incul- 
cated, to make them tread in their Paths. Pro- 
miſes are likewiſe proper Motives, for the Ap- 
plication of their Minds to Learning. They are 
the moſt powerful, and perſwaſive Arguments 
to Goodneſs. Nothing draws Youth more to 
the Study of Glory, than Commendation. The 
Bible abounds with ſuch Encouragements of Wil- 
dom, and Well-doing. God Himſelf promiſes 
eternal Life and Happineſs for the Reward of 
their Perſeverance in Juſtice; Uprightneſs, and 
Integrity. Horace preſſes a young Man to go 
on with Joy whither Virtue leads the Van, 
and he ſhall reap the great Advantage of his 
induſtrious Deſerts. Plautus alſo ſtipulates the 
ſame extraordinary Recompence of his Labour, 
and Lucubrations. Praiſes, and Threatnings 
alſo, in fine, are to be diſcreetly made Uſe of 
in the Education of Children, either as a Ter- 
rour to Evil, or a Titillatioa to good Works. 
Children expect to be commended when they do 
well, as an Encouragement of doing and de- 
ſerving better. Ovid obſerves, that Glory gives 
Vigour to the Mind, and the Love of Praiſe 
makes the Heart reſolutely ready to undertake 
Wonders. Quintilian adviſes, that induſtrious 
Youth may be exceedingly praiſed for their 
laudable Improvements, and the Slothful, igno- 
minicuſly diſprais'd, for their ſordid Negligence 
or Obſtinacy. And if Menaces will not make 
them amend their Lives, nor Threats induce 
them to put in PraQice, the good Admonitions 
that are given them; why then good Diſcipline, 
diſcreet Correction, or ſeycrer Chaſtiſement, 
22 Ky” 
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muſt be exercis'd, to reform their diſingenuous 
Childhood, To this Purpoſe, Plutarch lays down 
the Hope of Reward, and Fear of Pumſhment, as 
the Two great Elements of Honour in their 
tender Age, and the ſure Foundation of future 
Honeſty. This is the beſt Method Parents can 
take of making Proviſion betimes, by a virtuous 
Education, for the wiſer Maintenance of their 
Poſterity. 

I. WELL may the Children of this virtu- 
ous Wiſe, therefore, call her Bleſſed, with mutual 
Affection, as well as Truth. She is highly bleſt 
with ſuch a dotifu}: Offspring ; and they no leſs, 
with ſo incomparabte a Parent. Both are ſuf- 
ficiently happy in the reciprocal Satisfactions 
of their Love, Tenderneſs, and Obedience. 
Their Injoyments are all of a Piece, uninter- 
rupted by any Offence, either juſtly given, or 
fairly taken, to diſturb their Peace and Com- 
placency. Nothing can interfere, or claſh with 
the Performance of their bounden Duties, and 
relative Obligations. There are no ſiniſter Paſ- 
ſions, or Partialities on the Mother's Side, to 
provoke her Children to a pettiſh Humour, and 
irritate them to Heart-burnings, or to breed 
ill Blood in the Family. There are no peeviſh 
Mutterings, or Murmurings of Unwillingneſs on 
the Part of the Children in doing their Duty, 
either to incenſe their Mother's Anger, ruffle 
her Repoſe, or exaſperate her Temper. They 
contend only, who ſhall deſerve the beſt by 
their good Offices, in their reſpective Stations: 
whether the prudent Mother, by her Love, and 
Care of her Children; or the pious Children, by 
their Honour, and Dutifulneſs to their Mother; 
who bare them, and brought them up with 
ſo much Grace, Favour, or Indulgence, out of 
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natural Gratitude, both for their Birth and 
their Well-Being, 

II. WELL may her Husband alſo praiſe her 
for the beſt of Conſorts; the moſt affectionate, 
obedient, and obliging; free from all wilful 
Obſtinacy, and Stubbornneſs of Mind; never 
impatient of her ſacred Duty, and ſolemn O- 
oligation : but always ſubmiſſively acquieſcing 
with his Deſires, or Demands, how diſagreeable 
ſoever to her own Humour; if not repug- 
nant to the poſitive Commands of God Almigh- 
ty's diviner Laws. He extols her Fidelity, 
with the greateſt Reaſon, not only as the molt 
chaſt, continent, and conſtant Friend to his 
Bed, or an utter Enemy to all ſtrange Em- 
braces, and Abandoner of Foreign Yiews ; but 
alſo, as the moſt juſt, truſty, and ingenuous 
Manager of his worldly Affairs, or the trueſt 
Dealer for his Domeſtick Advantage; without 
either miſapplying his Goods to forbidden Uſes, 
or miſemploying his Money to unlawful Ends. 
In ſhort, he applauds her Love, with the great- 
eſt Gratitude, for her kind, affable, and cour- 
teous Converſation, as well as other good Of- 
fices of Help, Aſſiſtance, and Conſolation, in all 
the providential Conditions of humane Life; 
whether in Health or Sickneſs, Wealth or Po- 
verty, Poſſeſſion or Deprivation of Fortune 
and Eſtate. Her Affection is nevertheleſs un- 
limited ; her Conſtancy, immutable; and her 
Loving-kindneſs, next to Infinite. Inſomuch 
that no Woman can better deſerve the Praiſes 
of Matrimony, and the Panegyricks of the Per, 
m__ than ſhe does in the happy State of Wed- 
ock. 

DE GENE RAC, or ill Manners, cannot 
be better prevented as a Curſe in te 
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than by a faithful Performance of parental Du- 


ties to Children, in all Points of Affection. 


The Care of nurſing, nouriſhing, and ſuſtaining 


their Bodies from their Birth, is a natural Obli- 
gation; as the very Brutes ſhew, by providing 
ingenuouſly for their tender Dung, till they can 
ſhift for themſelves ſecurely Abroad. The Care 
of cultivating their Souls from their Infancy, is 
of the higheſt Concern ; by bringing them be- 
times to the bleſſed Sacrament of Salvation, for 
fear of their dying ſuddenly, and loſing the Be- 
nefit, either of publick or private Baptiſm : e- 
ſpecially, conſidering their Breaths are gone in 
a Moment ; and their Lives ſo precarious at 
their Births, as vt to be, almoſt as ſoon as they 
are born. The Care of inſtructing their Minds, 
and educating their Perſons from their Childhood, 
is a ſacred Injunction; by ſeaſoning their younger 
Years with ſound Principles of Religion, and 
ſolid Arguments of Virtue: for they are like 
new Veſſels, that long retain the Scent, and Savour 
of the generous Liquor they firſt imbibed with 
Nature, as true as the Poet, or the Proverb af- 
firms it; and Goodneſs that is bred in the Bone, 
will never become a Vice in the Fleſh. But there 
are many other particular Duties Parents owe 
to their growing Children; in the exact Diſ- 
charge of which, they may groſsly fail, and be 
egregiouſiy deficient. As, in that of giving 
ſuitable Encouragements, and neceſfary Correcti- 
ons with Moderation; not to be too harſh, or 
Auſtere with them; and yet not ſo gentle or 
remiſs, as to ſpare the Rod, to the ſpoiling of 
the froward Child: That, of watching over their 
Welfare, when they are grown-up, paſt the Age 
of Education, and exhorting them to Perſeve» 
rance, in the Practice of thoſe wholeſome Pre- 
cepts 
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cepts that have been given them in their Mi- 
nority; inſtill'd like primo-genial Water, and 
ſtamp'd on their Minds, like Impreſſions in 
Wax: That, of making a handſome Proviſion 
for their future Subſiſtence, and putting them 
in the moſt likely Way of living well in the 
World; leſt they ſhould wean their Affections, 
and take ill Courſes, by diſhoneſt Shifts, to 
ſupply their Neceſſities, for Want of ſufficient 
Allowances, or competent Portions: That, of ſet- 
ting them a good Example againſt Lying, Swear- 
ing, and Drunkenneſs, as well as all other fa- 
mionable Iniquitics of ill - bred Sinners, and mo- 

diſh Vices of the Age; which catch like a Con- 
tagion, infect the Soul, and poiſon the whole 
Maſs of Blood in a Family: That, of bleſſing 
them with their Virtues, and praying daily, 
duly and earneſtly, not only for their preſent 
Protection, but future Felicity, both in their 
ſpiritual and temporal Eſtate, by his divine 
Providence; and, if therefore, as the heaven- 
iy Author of the Whole Duty of Man 
religiouſly adviſes, Parents have any Bowels, 


| any Kindneſs towards their Children, any real 


Deſire of their Proſperity ;, let them take Care, by 
their own godly Liſe, to intail a Bleſſing upon 
them, and their Poſterity : Finally; That, of 
not oppreſſing their forward Children with un- 
reaſonable Burdens, or immoderate Commands, 
only to exerciſe their own imperious Auſteri- 
ty; eſpecially in croſſing their youthful Affe- 
ctions, by a magiſterial Moroſeneſs, or ill-na- 
tur'd Authority of breaking-off an old-fix'd ſet- 
tled Love perhaps, and forcing them to marry 
againſt their own virtuous lIaclinations, for 
Wealth, Honour, or the moſt Money in the 
Market, according to a Smit hfield- Bargain. Such 
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a diſagreeable Marriage has no Royalty in it, 
nor Religion: and may prove fatal, but never 
fortunate. However, in ſhort, ſach inſtructive, 
affectionate, and indulgent Parents, as punctually 
perform thoſe Obligations requir'd Above, both 
by divine and humane Laws, highly deſerve the 
greateſt Bleſſings of their indear'd Children; and 
otherwiſe may certainly expect, how unreaſon- 
ably, or unjuſtly ſoever, their bittereſt Curſes 
and Maledict ions. 

BUT I cannot conclude this Remark, without 
refleting upon a general Fault of educating the 
Children of great Quality, with ſo much unhealth- 
ful, and effeminate Indulgence; as 1 find it in- 
geniouſly expreisd, and as ſatyrically exploded 
in The Guardian's Inſtruction, p. 65. to this Ef- 
fect: Cure the Mother, if you can, ſays he, of 
the Diſeaſe calld Fondneſs ; otherwiſe the Child 
will be bred ſo tenderly, as to be good for little or 
nothing but Lazineſs. Every Door muſt be ſhut, 
and a Fire made in his Chamber upon Midſum- 
mer- Day, while my young Maſter is a-dreſſing, for 
Fear of catching Cold : ſo that many Times, what 
with Chocolates, Fellies, Dainties, Ted's, and other 
Mother-like Tenderneſſes, he does not prove hardy 
enough at laſt, to be either healthy or wiſe. But 
give me à curl-pated Boy from a Beggar's Side, 
(the phlegmatick Offspring of Butter-milk and ſour 
Cheeſe) who runs bare-headed all Day, and ſnoars 
all Night upon a Bag of Straw. Take this rati- 
onal Clod, I ſay, and ſpirit him into Turky : 
And after a Courſe of Hardſhip, in the Compaſs 
of Thirty or Forty Tears Travel, you may, per- 
haps, meet bim at the Head of an Hundred Thou- 
ſand Men, matching Politicks with all the witty 
and civiliz'd World. Certainly Gentlemen are born 


with better Blozd, Spirits and Parts, than ſuch a 
Fellow 
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Fellow of mean Extract: But thus you ſee. what 
Wonders good Diſcipline can do with ſuch an one 
wh, V. too much Warmth, Laxity or Luxuriouſ- 
neſs, the very Soul of the other tranſpires and waſts 
through the Softneſs of his Skin. This is the 
magnificent Character given of a promiſing Youth, 
well-educated and brought up to Hard Meat, let 
his Extraction and Pedigree be what it will, noble 
or ignoble in the World; under all the whole- 
ſome Severities of Scholaſtick Diſcipline : either 
in the Studies of difficult Learning, the Labours 
of aſpiring Fortune, or the Rigours of a grow- 
ing Genius. In fine, a ſtrict Education ſeldom 
fails of making him a great Man in the Event, 
or a victorious Cæſar in good Time. 
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VERSE XXIX. 


1 MANY Daugbters have done virtuouſly ; 
. but thou excelleſ# them All. 


PARAPHRASE- 


ALESSED be God! that we are 
not ſo barren and deſtitute, either 
of honeſt, virtuous, or honourable 
Women! There are many excellent 
| Perſons of Nobility, Quality, and 
Diſtinction among the Fair Sex; many devour” 
Ladies of great Integrity and Religion, as well 
as noble Extraction; many deſerving aids of 
Honour and invincible Chaſtity, from the Court 
to the Cottage ; many indulgent Mothers of the 
nice} Concern, Affection, and Tenderneſs for 
their Children; many ——— Wives of hy 
mo 
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| moſt dutiful Inchinations, both in Words and 
Actions, towards their Hmbands ; and finally, 
an innumerable Multitude of very obedienc 
Daughters to their tender Parents, who brought 
them up with the beſt Education: As all theſe, 
without doubt, have done virtuouſly, by living up 
to the laudable Character of Grace, Goodneſs,and 
Wiſdom in their ſeverat Conditions, either in @ 
| ſingle or a marry'd State of Life. But this in- 
comparable Queen of Love and Virtue here 
| ſpoken of, hath excell'd them AM, and exalted 

her Praiſes above any common Exception or 
vulgar Competition of Glory. They have behav'd 
well perhaps in the Choice or Treatment of 
| 


their reſpective Spouſes of a lower Degree; but 
ſhe much better, S fixing her Affect ions and For- 
tune upon her Royal Confort of a higher Character, 
in the general Opinion of the World. They 
may have acted the Part of induſtrious Daugh- 
ters, by their good Conduct and commendable 
Houſewifry, in their ſeveral Vocations of do- 
meſt ick Buſineſs, or Stations of the Conjugal Life, 
as well as in civil Concerns of Humanity, Deal- 
ing, Management, Converſation, or Correſpon- 
dence Abroad: but nothing like to the Care, 
Prudence and Frugality of this virtuous Wife in 
theſe ſacred Proverbs. For of all the modern 
Wives that have done worthily, or mightily ad- 
vanc'd the Welfare of their happy Families, 
Thou haſt ſtill the Preheminence, by way of 
perſonal Emphaſis or ſolemn Allocution : as who 
ſhould ſay expreſly, there never were any marry'd 
Women yet to be compar'd to Thee for Excellency ;, 
and thy Virtues wonderfully tranſcend their greateſt 
Glories. In a Word, according to the Judgment 
of the Wiſe, and Wiſdom of the poſitive Text, 
the Merits of the moſt illuſtrious Ladies * 
m 


I . Ene EERE a  oet” 


| 
. 
| 
| 


Paraphras'd. 339 


them of theſe later Generations, have hitherto 
come far ſhort of her ſuper-excellent Deſerts 
and ſuperlative Endowments of Mind: 


REMARKS. 


OMPARISONS are all odious with 

ſuch a virtuous Lady's Underſtanding, Hu- 
mility and Holineſs. The ſublimeſt Flights 
would only leſſen her ſacred Character. They 
would extenuate her Worth, depreciate her Va- 
lue, and diminiſh her Dignity. It would look 
like putting a precious Jewel upon a Level with 
Peble-Stones. Where the Sun is the Theme, we 
ſnould have a Care of ſullying its Glory, or low- 
ering its Sublimity. However, we may be al- 
low'd to admire what we cannot reach, and 
praife her wonderful Wiſdom in all the extraor- 
dinary Offices either of Divinity or Humanity, 
of Morality or Religion, of ſacred Communion 
or ſecular Society. We muſt, in Duty at leaſt, 
acknowledge her bright internal Beauties and 
external Embelliſhments ;, which appear with ſo 
much dazling Luſtre throughout her whole Com- 

ſition. We cannot deny, with Submiſſion, 
her viſible Graces that ſhine in the dark like 
Diamonds; ſpatkle in the moſt diſmal Dungeon 
of Confinement, and burſt through the blackeſt 
Clouds of Affliction, Adverſity, or Oppreſſion, 
with the more ſurprizing Splendour. Her dif- 
fuſive Charms cannot be hidden from humane 
Eyes. Her glittering Glories can never ſuffer 
a total Eclypſe by any overſhadowing Misfor- 
tunes, Troubles, Terrors, Tribulations or Diſ- 
couragements of this World. *Tis true, they 
may overcaſt, but never overwhelm her Virtue; 


fas Fortune is far below the Greatneſs of her 
ORE Som, 


340 Lemuel's Leſſon 


Soul, and dare not attack her Magnanimity. 
In ſhort, the unparallell'd Accompliſhments and 
incomparable Qualifications both of her Mind 
and Body, are not to be excell'd, equall'd, or ex- 
actly match'd, but by thoſe of her glorious 
Spouſe's; which renders them the happieſt Pair 
in the Univerſe. 

I. IN her Duty to God ſhe far excels all 
other Women of theſe latter Days; wherein 
Virtus it ſelf ſeems to be very much declining, 
Chriitian Piety going to Decay, and Religion 
ſinking into Ridicule, Libertiniſm, or Indifferency. 
Her higheſt Adoration is wholly fix'd upon her 
Great Creator's Attributes; as it behoves every 
living Creature, not only to recognize, but alſo 
gloriße his Almightineſs, by common Senſe, hu- 
maue Reaſon, or natural Inſtint. His divine 
Service muſt always be the principal Exerciſe 
of her devont Life. She believes, fears, and 
loves Him with all the Faculties of her Soul, and 
the Powers of her Body, both in Heart and 
Strength; in Truſt, Honour, Confidence, Gra- 
titude and Thankſgiving, to accompliſh her 
Worſhip. She never allows any inferiour Beings 
to come in Competition with her glorious Ma- 
ker's Praiſe or Invocation; but adores Him 
merely for Himſelf, for his infinite Goodneſs, 
Grace, and Mercy, above all Things that are 
amiable in the Eye of this World, even far above 
her own delightful Zusband ; who, under God, 
is the greateſt Propagator of her Family's Feli- 
city. She inceſlantly ſerves and worſhips Him 
without admitting any Rival of his Glory, out of 
a gratetul Acknowledgment of Fidelity, for her 
Being, Life, Motion, Senſe and Underſtanding, 
She daily bleſſes him for all his divine Provi- 
dences, and her wonderful Deliverances from the 

Bon- 
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Bondage of Sin, as well as the Dominion of 


Satan. She conſtantly addreſſes to Him, as the 


only Sovereign and Supreme Good, the greateſt 
Refuge, and the moſt deſirable Sanctuary, far be- 
yond humane Imagination, Invention, or Eſta- 
bliſhment. Next after Him, and for His Sake 
alone, ſhe ſhews the moſt ſacred Regard for his 
Church, the Temple of his Glory, which ſhe 


never fails to frequent upon all poſſible Oppor- 


tunities of offering-vp her .willing Sacrifice of 


Praiſe, Prayer, and Humiliation, at his Altar: 


And thereupon takes the propereſt Occaſions of 
paying the ſtricteſt Devoir or devouteſt Reve- 
rence to his Eccleſiaſtical Vicegerent, and her 
Spiritual Sovereign in this World. After which, 
in due Courſe of Law and Alegiance, as well 
Sacred as Civil, ſhe honours the Xing, his Tem- 
poral Vicegerent, and her ſupreme ſecular Gover- 
nour, With the moſt abſolute, ſubmiſſive, un- 
conditional Loyalty and unlimited Obedience in 
a Paſſive Senſe ; without believing or practiſing 
any Thing of the popular Doctrines, either of 
Coercion, Compulſion or Puniſhment, by any 
Actual Reſiſtance, upon the moſt plauſible Pleas 
of Publick Good. As to her natural Parents, 
the Bleſſings of Reaſon, and the Graces of Re- 
ligion, ſufficiently diate to her Filial Obedience 
in that Reſpect, and render her the moſt com- 
pleatly faithful, affectionate, and dutiful CA 
in Nature. Thus, in fine, does this incompara- 
bly religious Daughter of the Church in England, 
wiſely diſcharge her bounden Duties, perform 
her faithful Services, and finiſh her Love to her 
Almighty Father in Heaven, as well as ber loyal 
Affections to her ſpiritual, civil, or natural Father, 
both in Church and Stare npon Earth. However, 
as ſhe is no Eraſtian in * nor Partiſan in 
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Religion, ſhe intirely believes the former to be 
independent of the latter in Matters purely ſpi- 
ritual; that Conſecrat ion only, and not the Cong: 
@ elire, makes a Biſhop eſſentially; and that the 
K—g himſelf is a Subject of the. Church, in à 
religious Senſe, though Supreme Head and Gover- 
our in it, for its better Support or ſecular Pro- 
tection. But my Buſineſs is not to dip out of 
my Depth in State-Controverſies. F 

II. IN her Duty to her Neighbour, ſhe fairly 
ſurpaſſes all the Female Sex of modern Generations. 
Her exceeding great Charity, the glorious Queen 
of all other Virtues, and her illuſtrious Juſtice, 
both induce her to love her Neighbour as her 
ſelf; according to the Golden Rule of doing a 
ſhe would be done by, for the Good of humane 
Society: The Love of which, Nature has im- 
planted in all reaſonable Creatures, not except- 
ing the very Heathens, and which ought to be 
deem'd much more obligatory and unconfin'd 
among faithful Chriſtians of the ſame Fraternity. 
From whence ſhe ſuccours Father and Mother 
with her Life ; obeys the King to the laſt Degree 
of his Authority with all her Heart, and ſubmits 
to Superiours with perfect Lowlineſs of Mind; 
hurts no Mortal, deals juſtly, and bears no Ma- 
licez keeps her Hands free from Theft, her 
Tongue from Falſhood, and her Body from In- 
temperance; neyer covets other People's Gods, 
Crowns, or Eſtates; but lahours truly for her own 
Livelihood ia all Points of Duty, or divine Vo- 
cation. She continually exerciſes her Bounty in 
conferring of Benefits upon her neceſſitous Neigh- 
bours, in doing them all Sorts of good Offices 
that lie in her Power, and in going before others 
in Humility, Kindneſs, and Generoſity towards 
the miſerable Objects of her compaſſionate Mer- 
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cy. Her Remedies are chearful in the Applica- 
tion, and her Kedreſſes ſpeedy, without Delay or 
Deliberation. Her Charity never heſitates, never 
demurs, never fails. She needs no other Motive 
to relieve their Wants, than to know them by 
Tradition. She makes it her Buſineſs to prevent 
the Modeſty of the Receiver. She knows that 
it almoſt breaks the Heart of a generous-ſpirited 
Man, to be forc'd to beg Relief; and it is Ten 
times the Favour done without Asking. She 
thinks that when an indigent Perſon is put ta 
the Trouble of a Requeſt, the Kindneſs ſhewn is 
rather a Purchaſe than a Gift; and that he pays 
dear for it, by giving a Prayer or a Bluſh for a 
good Turn. She 1s likewiſe extremely chari- 
table with good Words as well as good Deeds; 
does it frankly and freely, of her own Mind, 
without either Vanity or Reproach; and puts 
the Petitioner quickly out of Pain, by ſtopping 
his Mouth almoſt before he can tell his Buſineſs. 
Giving of Alms out of her own Coffers, ſhe 
wiſely believes to be the beſt Way to inrich 
her ſelf with a more abundant Treaſure in 
Heaven, worth all the growing Banks, Funds, 
or Monopolies upon Earth. She takes it to be 
a kind of Redeeming her Soul with her Money, 
and turning that grand Inſtrument of Avarice 
and Pride, into an Occaſion of Eternal Mercy 
or temporal Compaſſion. She would upbraid 
her ſelf everlaſtingly, if ſhe ſhould give more 
for a Place in a Play- Houſe, than for a Seat in 
Paradiſe: if ſhe ſhould pay Tribute and Taxes 
to temporal Princes, and not the Tythe or the 
Twentieth Part of her Abundance to the King of 
Kings: if ſhe ſhould profuſely provide for the 
Grandeur, Luxury, or Senſualities of her own 
Family, and not afford the Needy in Diſtreſs a 
2 4 Mor- 
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Mor ſel of Bread, to keep them from ſtarving to 
Death at her Door. But her unparallell'd Charity 
turns quite upon other Hinges; opens the 
ſtrait Gate, paſſes through all Difficulties, even 
the Eye of a Needle; ſends her Riches to Heaven 
before her ſelf, by the Hands of her needy 
Neighbours, as Harbingers of Eternity; and 
Izys-up a moſt immenſe Stock of real Treaſure 
there in the ſccureſt Place; where there are no 
Thieves to pick Locks, or break- open Houſes, as 
they do here below; for Heaven is impregnable, 
againſt the greateſt Stealers of Crowns, Uſurpers 


„, Kingdoms, Or Robbers of the Earth. 


WHFINALLY; In her Duty to her ennobled 


 Hyuband, fo virtuouſly careſs'd and dearly be- 


loved, ſhe highly outdoes all other the moſt va- 
laable wedded Wives that fall in the Way of our 
impartial Obſervation. Her extraordinary con- 
jugal Affection, not much unlike a certain noble 
virtuous Lady's, who dy'd not long ago, and is 
fill freſh in our Memories, can hardly be de- 
ſcrib'd according to its full Merit and Excellency, 
She loves her Royal, Lawful, or Religious Con- 
fort, as ſhe does her own Life, and would wil- 
lingly lay it down for his Health, Welfare, and 
Happineſs, upon Occaſion. Tis like a Free- 
Will-Offerinz, or devoted Sacrifice, always 


ready at his Scrvice. So the loving Turtles live 
and die together in Peace. There is little Com- 


fort between them of Surviverſpip. Her Soul, 
and Safety, and Paſſions, are all wrapt up in his 
Satisfaction and Contentment. Tis the whole 
Buſineſs of her Conduct, Prudence and Virtue, 
to cultivate his mutual Love into an exact Sym- 
pathy with her own; to foreſtal the Marker of 
other ,envying Competitors, or alluring Copesmates; 
and to ingroſs his good Will or Admiration 

| | eatirely 
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entirely to her ſelf, by the moſt agreeable Indul- 
gences, as well as engaging Indearments. She 
virtuouſly far exceeds all other Rivals of her 
Glory by many Degrees, in raviſhing-her Spouſe's 
Heart with her Fidelity, as well as Fondneſs of 
Inclination ; with the Meekneſs of her Mind, 
the Gentleneſs of her Tongue, and the Mildneſs 
of her Temper. Her Conſtancy is above the 
Character of the Sun- Dial, and goes truer than 
any Clock Vork of State. Her Affections want 
no windino-u of Art, Faſhion, or Flattery. 
She never varies a Moment from her fixed 
ore; never wavers 2 Hair's Breadth from her 
ſettled Duty in Medlock; nor veers about with 
every Breeze of Temptation that blows fair, 
and breaths a ſeeming Air of Kindneſs, like the 
Fanc of Inconſtancy, or a faſhionable Weather- 
Cock of Levity in Courtſhip. She does not 
change her Mind like the Moon, for Novelties; 
and loves no Lunar Husbands in Amour, nor 
Lunatick Debauſhee's of Intrigue. She hates the 


Name of a Wife that is ſuch a Changeling of a 


Lover; who either turns Court- Harlot, common- 
Strumpet, or forfeits her Reputation by too 
great a Familiarity, Freedom and Converſation 
with other Women's Husbands, in private Faſhion 
or publick Vogue. Every one's Own is ſufh- 
cient, and as much as comes to any Perſon's 
Share in an honeſt Way of Fair-Dealing. 
There is no Prerogative for Murder, Whore- 
dom or Adultery. An over-grown Courtezan, 
like another famous Madame de Maintenon, or 
any immadeſt- mouth'd Lady in Honour and 
Authority, are the grand Averſion ot her Vir- 
tue. She abhors giving her lawful Spouſe any 
Cauſe of Jealovſie, any Reafon of Rejenrment, 
or any Proyocation of taking, Reprifals, and 

wreak- 
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wreaking his Revenge a worſe Way. In a 
Word, ſhe abominates all diſhonourable Con- 
tentions, ſcandalous Reflexions, reproachful 
Brawling, diſgraceful Raillery, and rueful Diſ- 
putes of Contradiction with her eſpouſed Lord 
and Maſter ;, only for the Sake of a little conceited 
Superiority, or Female Dominion: ſo that by 
her virtuous Behaviour and Super- eminence, in 
all Conditions of Life, either in a publick or 
private Capacity, ſne may well claim the Glory 
of this Text for her everlaſting Character, as in- 
delible as undeniable in the Recommendation. 
Happy will that King be, who marries ſuch a 
diſcreet, prudent, loyal Lady ! This will crown 
their Nuptial Bliſs. Their Royal Progeny will 
for ever flouriſh and abound, either by their in- 
herent Birth-Right, inheritable Government, 
immortal Monarchy, uninterrupted Reign, or 
Providential Preſervation. * 


— — — 


VERSE XXX. 


& FAVOUR is arceitful, and Beauty #; 
vain; but a Woman that feareth the Lord, 


ſhe ſhall be praiſed. 


PARAPHRASE. 


ITHOUT doubt, a fine hand- 
ſome Shape, a Majeſtick Mien, a 
£1 graceful Carriage, and a decent 
Behaviour, with a modeſt A ſpect; 
= are very taking Things, next to 
Charms, in the Eye of the World: And ſo 
likewiſe a good comely Complexion, with 1 
N 5 Eyes, 
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Eyes, healthful Looks, roſy Cheeks, ruby Lips, 
or other amiable Features, will always appear 
beautiful to Admiration. But then, alas! the 
Vanity, Deceitfulneſs, and Uncertainty of thoſe 

rſonal Excellencies, or periſhable Glories, are 
to be bewaild with little leſs Sorrow ſome- 
times, than we find partly applicable in the 34 
and 4th Chapters of FJeremiah's Lamentations. 
The greateſt Honours on Earth, as well as Fa- 
vour Or Beauty, may ſoon fail, fade, and vaniſh 
into Calamities, Misfortynes, or Deformities. 
By their fleeting Inconſtancy, as well as Deceit, 
they are ſcarce worth ſetting a Man's Heart 
upon them, for any laſting Felicity of future 
Expectation. It will not therefore be a Point 
of common Prudence to chooſe a Wife by her 
charming Out ſide or external Accompliſhments. 
There are many ill Qualities may lie hid, and 
lurk conceal'd under the fajreſt Cover, or moſt 
promiſing Countenance ; | which may utterly 
diſappoint an Admirer's ſudden Expectations, 
and defeat all the ſolid Happineſs that he flat- 
ter'd himſelf with, by making ſuch a forward 
Choice. But where Virtue and Beauty go togę- 
ther, as in the glorious Marriage here men- 
tion'd, the Match muſt needs be incomparably 
Great ; prove unexceptionably good; and ſtand 
celebrated as remarkably gracious, happy, or 
illuſtrioys, in future Generations. Far'a Woman 
truly religious, and an honourable Lady, that ſo 
devoutly fears the Lord, as not daring to offend 
her Maker, or controul her Creator in any Point 
of Duty, either in her Chriſtian or Conjugal 
State of Life; is really that deſirable, amiable, 
or admirable Perſon here repreſented : who 
alone will always pleaſe her God hy her ſacred 
Service; oblige her Spouſe by her ſincere Loving- 

J ²˙ SR cond - . T Kind- 
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Kindneſs; and deſerve perpetual Praiſes of the 
whole Univerſe by her ſociable Virtues of 
doing Good, or the ſenſible Influences of her 
exemplary Deportment, as well as other excellent 
Benefadions. 


REMARKS. 


TOTHING can be more deceitful than 

the Faveur of this World, except Hypo- 
crifie it ſelf in Grain, and downright Diſſimu— 
lation: whether it be taken for the pretended 
Kindneſs and Complaiſance of the Mind, or 
the external Air of the Face, and Mien of the 
Body. Tis full of Fraud, Falſhood, and De- 
ſign. Generally ſpeaking, it conſiſts altogether 
ot Craftineſs, and chiefly of Cozenage. There's 
no relying upon the moſt favourable Greet- 
ing, Reception, or Entertainment. It ſeems 
now-a-days to be all Artificial Breeding, or 
only good Manners extrinſecally; and lies no 
deeper than the Eye or the Lip; a civil Salute, 
a condeſcending Hand, a fly Conge, a low Cringe, 
a graceful Nod, or a gentee! Court ſy. Beauty is 
as vain, or full of Craft alſo, as the other proves 
for the moſt part fraudulent, in the Event. 
It may pleaſe the Eye perhaps, but make the 
Heart ake afterwards, and ſeverely ſmart for 
the Deception. But it 1s certainly what no 
Perſon ought to be proud of, or place any 
Delight in for Good ; becauſe it frequently be- 
comes ſo variable in it ſelf, ſo changeable in its 
Charms, and ſo diſappointing in its Circumſtan- 
ces or the very Injoyment. There ought to be 
no Confidence, abſtrated from Virtue, put in 
outward Beauty, Face-Formality, or Oral Friend- 
ſip, that does not reach the Bottom of the 

Heart ; 
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Heart; for Fear of being fruſtrated by Deſign, 
or impos'd upon by Reaſon of its Deceitfulneſs. 
But a good, virtuous, and religious Woman that 
fears God, whether well or ill-fayour'd, whether 
beautiful or not, as to her viſible Complexion and 
apparent Features; tis no Matter: She ought 
to have not only the Approbation, but alſo the 
Praiſes of the better Part of all Mankind out 
of Venus's Bedlam; ſhe ought to be extolPFd 
to the Heavens in Compariſon. And 'tis cer- 
tain, that the great Reverence which ſhe ſhews 
in Regard for her Maker, the omnipotent Lord, 
omnipreſent Maſter, and omniſcient Ruler of 
the whole World; infinitely wiſe, juſt, and 
merciſul from all Eternity, long before it ever 
had any Beginning, or there happen'd any Re- 
volutions of Government, Temporal or Spiritual, 
upon Earth, contrary to the Original Inveſtiture 
of univerſal Monarchy, and Dominion in Adam, 
twice repeated, as well as fully declar'd in the 
Firſt Chapter of Geneſis: I ſay, her conſtant 
Attachment to God, who can only change eſta- 
bliſh'd Governments juſtly, and give Right, or a 
transferring Power, by his own expreſs No- 
mination or providential Decree; which ſhe 
abundantly diſcovers by the ſincereſt Awe, de- 
vouteſt Obedience, and divineſt Adoration of her 
Soul to Himſelf, as well as by the Loyalty of her 
Affections, and Lawfulneſs of her Principles to 
his Jure-divino- King, in preferring a Patriarchal 
8 or inheritable Title, before any 
modern Contract, political Agreement, and Na- 
tional Compoſition, to the contrary: This will 
without any Doubt (let who will diſpute it) 
multiply the Number of her Admirers, and 
raiſe in the Minds of her happy Acquaintance, 
the moſt ſublime Ideas of Eſteem and Vene- 

ration, 
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tation, as well as Applauſe and Panegyricl, next 
to Superſtition or Idolatry. 

TH E Fear of the Lord is the great Founda- 
tion of all thoſe above-mentioned Virtues in 
this Eſſay. Virtues] which are either not to be 
found at all in Perſons that have no devout Senſe of 
God, or elſe found to be very imperfect, unfruitful, 
inconſtant, unequal, and inſufficient; varying as 
their ſeveral Paſſions over-rule their Minds, 
ſway their Spirits, gratiſie their Fancies, or go- 
vern their Inclivations. But our virtuous Lady 
delights wholly in the divine Law, and fincerely 
profeſſes this religious Fear to ſuch a high De- 
gree of Practice, that ſhe values her {elf for 
nothing more than her Devotion in the Beauty 
of Holineſs; of which ſhe her ſelf is the livelieſt 
Ornament : Inſomuch that her Virtues recom- 
mend Religion to others, and Religion it ſelf 
is honour' d by her eminent Virtues. Her pious 
Example makes People Proſelytes, and they can- 
not but praiſe her for their Converſion. This 
Fear, in fine, is not only the Beginning of all 
MWiſdom; but likewiſe the grand Fundamental 
of all Religion, as well as the Conſummation of 
Faith, Hope, and Charity in full Perfection. There 
is not one Atheiſt in Hell; for the Devils them- 
felves and All fear and tremble there, at the Ap- 

rehenſion. They know their Maler better than 

ubious Deiſts, or Atheiſtical Eternalizers of Mat- 
ter, which was made out of zothing; and can 
any Thing make it ſelt, by a flat Contradiction 
in Terms? But who can fairly look out of his 
Eye - lide, and fooliſtly deny the Being of a Cod, 
or not faithfully acknowledge his own incompre- 
henſible Creation? 1 

PHYSIOGNOMY often proves the moft 
miſtaken Gueſs- Work. The Face is generally 
EF. > -; .- o— 
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reckon'd the falſeſt Index of the Mind. Philo- 
ſophers are not beſt known by their long Beards 
or their ſevere rows. Tis not the right Way 
to diſcover Virtue, which does not lie ſo near 
the Skin. How ſhould ſtroling Gypſies, Chiro- 
mancers, Phyſrognomiſts, &c. know any Thing of 
People's Natures, Conditions, or Fortunze by 
their Features, and the outward View of their 
Bodies? All Fortune-telling ought to be explo- 
ded as a vain Foolery; Palmeſtry, as arrant 
Nonſenſe, or a palpable Deluſion; Phyſs- Gazing, 
as a plauſible Trick to get Money by a willing 
Deception; and Judicial Aſtrology it ſelf, as no 
more than a ridiculous Piece of Conjuration, in 
Pretence only, Conjecture or Amuzement, by 
caſting of Figures, or calculating of Nativities. 
Their Hands and Faces can never betray the 
inward Receſſes of their Souls, reveat the pre- 
ſent Secrets of their Hearts, ſhew the paſt 
Actions of their Lives, or foretel the future 
Contingencies of their Fates. But thoſe Things 
muſt be left wholly to Ommiſcience ; with abſo- 
lute Submiſſion to the Sovereign Judgment and 
Determination of God himſelf alone, the great 
Kardiognoſtes, or Heart-Searcher of the World, 
in his infinite Wiſdom. " 
EXTERNAL Form, Figure, or Shape; 
Colour, Complexion or Favour, be they never 
ſo fine and amiable, or fulſome and difagree- 
able to the Eye; are the moſt fallacious Crite- 
riont of knowing a good Womar's Character, or 
diſcovering the internal Qualifications, Embel- 
Iiſhments and Beauties of her nobler Part. For, 
what and if ſhe be hard- favourꝰ'd, ill- om plexion'd, 
deform'd, crooked, or ugly without, by an Error 
of Nature; ſhe may perhaps yet be All-glorious 
within, devout, uniform, beautiful, and —_— 
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That is, the moſt charming and angelick Crea- 
ture, for the Virtues of her Soul, the Brightneſs 
of her Underſtanding, the Exactneſs of her Judg- 
ment, the Regularity of her Will, the Upright- 
neſs of her Inclinations, and the moſt agreeable 
Government of her Paſſions, to the laſt Degree 
of Patience, or Perfection of Philoſophy. And 
then again, oa the other Hand; what and if 
ſhe be the faireſt of her Sex, the beſt-ſhap'd, 
and moit beautiful in external Shew or Appear- 
ance; ſhe may peradventure, notwithſtanding 
all theſe excellent Outſide- Ornaments, be internally 
vicious, deceitful, or diabolical: That is, foul 
in the Mouth, falſe in the Heart, fooliſh in her 
Tongue, and filthy in her Afections; frail in the 
Faculties of her Jztelle&, corrupt in her Judg- 
ment, perverſe in her Vill, looſe in her Thoughts, 
debauch'd in her Morals, and diſorder'd in her 
Paſſions, to the laſt Extremity of Uglineſs, 
Deformity, or Diſtraction. But it muſt he 
granted, that the Beauty of Beauties is our pru- 
dent Lady, here commended for her Modeſty 
and Devoutneſs in Religion, by preferring the 
Fear of the Lord far before all other vulgar 
Praiſes, or vain Charateriſticks : who evidently 
poſſeſſes the Excellencies of both the one and 


the other, the Inſide as well as Out ſide-Perſections, 


and the virtuous Accompliſhments of the Mind, 
as well as the gracefnl Gayeties of the Body. 

I. FAVOUR, if it be taken for real Xind- 
neſs, or pretended Friendſhip, is moſt notoriouſly 
deceitful, to a great Degree of Impoſition 


and Flattery. Pardon the Digreſſion. Nothing 


can be more rare than the former in Deed, an 
more common than the latter in Diſguiſe. There's 
ſcarce any Thing to be found upon Earth ſo 


fictitious or fallacious as humane Fayour in either 


 Acs 
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Acceptation. As to the latter, where is it lodg'd 
in Reality? What Breaſt does it live in, pure 
and ſincere as it ought to be in Action or Prin- 
ciple, without any ſiniſter Deſign of Selfiſhneſs ; 
either Self-Love, Self-Conceit, or Self-Intereſt, for 
ſome By-End or other, of a greater Recompence 
and Retaliation? Where ſhall we find the Re- 
ſidence of true Friendſhip in good Earneſt, with- 
out any ſly Diſſimulation? Very ſeldom at the 
Court, Or in the Camp, or about the Royal Exchange, 
in Veracity. It either lies hid in ſome humble 
Retreats and inferiour Cottages, or elſe it is quite 
baniſh'd the Country and Kingdom, as a Cri- 
minal or Malefactor, for its Fidelity. Perhaps 
Aſtræa carry'd it away for Company in her laſt 
Flight of Juſtice to Heaven. But what Coun» 
try Men are Friends, in Time of Need, Adver- 
ſity, or Tribulation ? Why truly, they are meer 
Urtopians, or a Sort of unknown People, as ima- 
ginary almoſt as thoſe that are thought to live 
in the World of the Moon. As to the former, it 
is all Pretence only or Grimace, generally 
ſpeaking; and nothing elſe but a politick coun- 
terfeiting of Kindneſs, for the moſt Part of 
Converſation. The Art of Wheedling is wonder- 
fully improv'd of late, and requires a New 
Edition of Hypocriſie, with many additional 
Gloſſes. People are all as kind as can be Teeth- 
outwards, and look very fair ia the Face; but 
try them to the Heart, and they are rotten cr 
not ſound at the Core. Their faireſt Promiſes, 
like ripe Fruit, often fall off the Tree by their 
Falſe- Heartedneſs. Their pretended Kinaneſſes 
generally prove all courtly Cajoleries, or Ludifi- 
cations only off the Lip; fickle, inconſtanr, 
and precarious; as they frequently appear upon 
many Occaſions of Knavery, Tricking, or ſerv- 
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ing their own private Turns; and not to he 
depended upon for any long Continuance or laſt. 
ing Faithfolneſs. Their moſt favourable Preten- 
ſions, in Expreſſion, are quickly gone in an 
After-Frown, or a fantaſtical Pet. They ſud- 
denly vaniſh in a Breath at a wry Face, a wrong 
Look, or the leaſt Word that 1s dropp'd out of 
Seaſon, to their irreconcileable Diſlike, Diſplea- 
ſare, and DiſſatisfaQtion. The minuteſt Circum- 
ſtance of an Action, how innocent or undeſign- 
ing ſoever, that looks a-fquint upon their 
Lip Services; highly diſobliges their Honour, 
offends their Humour, provokes their Indigna- 
tion, breaks-off all former Favours, and forfeits 
any new ones for the future. But of all tem- 
porary Things, Court-Favour is the fulleſt of 
Uncertainty and Variation, It looks big indeed 
with Diſſembling; but is often deliver d with 
Deceit, Deluſion, or Diſappointment. There 
is no Dependance upon the ſudden Performance 
of the kind Promiſes of ſome complaifant 
Conrtiers. But by conſtant Attendance, in Length 
of Time, a Man may perhaps become either 
like a Shittle-Cock, to be toſsd up into the Air 
for a while at their Pleaſure, or like a Tennis- 
Ball, to be thrown out of Play afterwards at 
their Diverhon. 

II. FAVOUR again, if it be taken for 
Female Beauty, as it moſt properly ought to be 
interpreted in this Place, is admirably captivat- 
ing, egregiouſly deluſive, and gloriouſly vain. 
But our forward Ladies would do well not to 
be over-fond of ſuch a periſhable Charm, ſuch 
a deceitful Gemm, or ſuch a changeable Load- 
ſtone; which may foon loſe all its Value, Vir- 
tue, and Attraction. They ſhould not be too 
proud of the moſt precious Bleſſing, that X ſo 
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ſnort-liv'd as Beauty ; which is liable to be loſt 
in an Inſtant by any ſudden Fit or unforeſeen 
Accident. We ſometimes ſee the fineſt Shape 
and the faireſt Face ſubject to the moſt ſur- 
prizing Deformities, either by Sorrow, Sickneſs, 
or other ſubitaneous Adverſities, Tis then all 
Metamorphoſe and Melancholy: All Vanity and 
Vexation of Spirit, inſtead of Admiration ! The 
moſt beautiful Countenance among the Fair Sex 
lies at the Mercy of the Small-Pox, from the 
Cradle to the Saddle, and fo to the Grave. It is 
obnoxious to a Fever or a Fright ; and often 
ſtarts into immediate Death. What Confidence 
then can they prudently put in the delicate Fair- 
neſs of their Complexions; which they may per- 
haps be depriv'd of e're long by a Chance- 
Blow, a little Indiſpoſition, or one ſingle Diſtem- 
per ? Beauty, alas! of how ſhort and uncertain 
a Duration is that fading Heliotrope, or Turn- ſol 
of Fancy! It opens only in a Shine of Praiſe, 
and ſhuts in a Shadow of Diſgrace. How quick- 
ly is the Glory of it ſully'd ! It is gone in a Puff 
of Pride, like a Swift, a Shade, or a Flaſh of Fire 
in and out again in a Moment. It flies-off the 
Ground in a Night's Time, as an aery Phantome, 
that never lives to ſee the Light of the Morn- 
ing, or the Suz at Noon-Day. One may juſtly 
compare it to a Flower, which ſometimes fades, 
withers, and dies on its Birth-Day, with every 
Breath of cold Air. It puts me in Mind of the 
Senſitive Plant, which droops and ſinks its Head 
upon the Approach of the leaſt unwelcome 
Touch. What, and if Beauty be never fo re- 
ſplendent? If it be as tranſparent as Glaſs ; 
the brighter, the brittler; and the more it 
ſhines, the ſooner it is broken. The glittering 
Vanity quickly * as a gaudy hu 
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deceives the Eye as a glaring Apparition; and 
vaniſhes as a gilded Dream into an empty no- 
thing, or a worſe Spectacle of Deformity. In 
a Word, who would dote upon ſuch a flatter- 
ing Bloſſom, that is often nipt in the Bud all on 
the ſudden, by the leaſt Blaſt of a bleek Wind 
withers into horrid Blackneſs, and becomes in- 
ſtantly barren or abortive ? 'Tis certain, that 
the moſt exquiſite, well-fayour'd, fair Lady, 
may happen to be accidentally, and unfortunately 
alſo, disfigur'd by a thouſand Flaws, like an old 
Acco for Uglineſs: And then it is no Matter 
whether the ſelfiſh Dorard condemns the Glaſs 
for a falſe Reflexion, or finds Fault with divine 
Providence for the diſagreeable Change. 55 
BUT a virtnous and pious Woman, whether 
fair or ill- favour'd, beautiful, or not ſo charming 
on the Outſide, who fears the Lord with the moſt 
reverential Devoutneſs of Soul, and puts her 
whole Truſt in his divine Providence, withont 
any Scruple or Ambiguity; She ſhall have the 
Praiſe and the Preheminence of an univerſal 
Encomium: She, | mean, who is entirely wean'd 
from all terreſtrial Pomps, Vanities, or Iniqui- 
ties of this wicked World; thoroughly cleans'd 
from all ſordid Sins, and Pollutions of Luſt, 
Laſciviouſneſs, or Libertiniſm; and inwardly 
beautify'd with all divine Gifts, Graces, or 
Virtues, that can adorn a humane Mind elevated 
far above the Celebration of this inferior State: 
She, in fine, whoſe Heart is ſet upon Heaven 
aml Happineſs ; whoſe Soul is fix'd upon God 
both in Faith and Practice; and whoſe Love 
is united with Erernity and immortal Glory. 
This is the Royal Bride, or virtuous Lady in 
King Lemuel's Leſſon. Lo her inimitable Cha- 
racter ! dhe is humble, and yet above all the 
proud 
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Proud World; empty of her ſelf, and yet full 
Of God as well as all other good Things; de- 
priv'd of temporal Benefits, and yet poſſeſs'd of 
all heavenly Bleſſings in her own Mind. See 
how conſtant ſhe is in her Loyalty; how faith- 
ful in her Love; how reſolute in her Life; un- 
daunted in Difficulties, unſhaken in Dangers, un- 
tainted in Yirtue, courteous in Converſation, 
generous in Correſpondence, chearful in Adverſity, 
undiſturb'd in Reproaches, and ſedate in the great- 
eſt Storms of State- Affairs! She places her Com- 
forts and Felicities out of the Reach of Violence, 
or the Inſolts of Misfortune, Viciſſitude, and 
humane Policy. She dreads no Diſappointments, 
and values no tranſitory Deluſions of her Happi- 
neſs. If ſhe ſaw Crowns and Scepters at her 
Feet, ſhe would deſpiſe them All with an inſy- 
perable Tranquillity of Mind, in compariſon of 
her greater Beatitudes. Her Scul ſtill keeps its 
ſtedtaſt Station, where it had its Firſt Original 
and Extraction. It is always in Heaven, while 
we enjoy its Company and Edification upon 
Earth. Her perſonal Converſe diffuſes the Powers 
of her Virtue as the Rays of the Sun; which, 
though they ſtrike the Bodies here below, with 
dhe moſt ſenſible Influences, remain yet at the 
ſame Time never the leſs glorious in the great 
Luminary that ſends them forth for our Con- 
ſolation. Her ſpiritual Contemplat ions of the 
Deity are almoſt ſuper natural; and, as it were, 
unbody'd; or abſtracted at leaſt from groſs 
Matter and Humanity. Her divine Meditations 
are all of pious and Seraphick Love. Her de- 
vout Ejaculations in Prayer are always warbling- 
up to the higheſt Seat of Bliſs. Her celeſtial- 
like Mind is ever calm and ſerene, next to 
igtuitive. The Elevation of her Eyes, Hands, 
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and Thoughts, ſtill ſeem fix'd upon ſome heati- 
fick Object, or happy Viſion in imperfect View; 
but in Hopes of a more perfect Bleſſed neſs here- 
after in full Poſſeſſion. Thus ſhe perpetually 
darts the Rays of her fervent Devotion upwards, 
and returns them back again upon the Fountain 
of all Light; from whence they came, to enliven 
her Mind, as well as illuſtrate her Life, Motion, 
and Being! U pon all Occaſions, her chief Exer- 
Ciſe is in preſerving the Law of the Lord; her 
ſacred Diverſion is in peruſing the Book of Books, 
the Bible ; and her ſole Delight is ig promoting 
the Beauty of Holineſs, to the Perfection of 
Prayer, and Practice of Belief. In ſhort, ſhe 
conſecrates her whole Life, and dedicates all her 
Actions to the Fear of God, and the Honour of 
his King, never neglecting the Service and 
Glory of his Church Militant, while ſhe aſpires 
to the Triumphant in ſolemn Vow and Expecta- 
tion. She deſires no better Place of Refuge 
here below; no greater Aſylum of Safety; no 
ſurer Sanctuary of Salvation in her imaginary 
Diſtreſſes and revolutionary Calamities. This 
is She, who is all real Beauty, both in Body 
and Mind, Spirit and Truth, Grace and good 
Government; the moſt remarkable Favourite of 
Heaven, and the unrival'd Darling of the 
Earth, without any farther taint Panegyrick. 


VERSE 
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VERSE XXXI. 
H GIVE her of the Fruit of her Hands; 


and let her own Works praiſe her in the 
Gates. 


PARAPHRASE. 


ls not in the Power of my Capaci- 
ty, to extol this noble Lady's Virtue 
| * [84] to the full Value of her Merits. 
MñMy feeble Bloquence is inſufficient. 
— Prophecy and Inſpiration can only 
reach the Height of that glorious Topick. But 
however, let every one praiſe her Worth accord- 
ing to his Ability; whether Poets, Orators, or 
Hiſtorians, &c : All ought to become Encomiaſts 
of her ſingular Excellencies. Her Moral and 
Religious Labours ſhould not want their juſt 
. Commendations. And therefore, while ſome 
honourable Perſonages are magnify'd for the 
Nobleneſs of their Birth; others, for the Great- 
neſs of their Fortune; ſome again, for the Ex- 
quiſiteneſs of their Beauty; and others at laſt, 
for the Politeneſs of their Breeding, Addreſs, 
or Ingenuity, among their ſeveral Admirers : 
Let the Fruit of her own Hands be given like- 
wiſe to this incomparable Queen of Glory, in 
Proportion to her great Goodneſs and reſpective 
Virtues of more ineſtimable Value. Give her 
what is ſo much her Due; beſtow upon her 
the deſerved Praiſes of her own performances; 
and let the good Deeds, which ſhe her ſelf has 
done for the Publick Advantage, be proclaimed 
Aa4 with 


» 5 N 
360 CLemuel' Leſſon 
with Applauſe in the fulleſt Aſemblies. But, 
and it all Men of Honour in the Senate of 
Juſtice, ſhould be filent vpon this illuſtrious 
Subject, her own Works would not. only declare 
her undeniable Character, and pronounce her 
excellent Endowments, but alſo condemn their 
Ingratitude and Taciturnity. However, her 
happy Parents, her Husband, her Children, her 
Servants, her Friends, her Relations, her Acquain- 
tance, and All, muſt readily acknowledge the 
rare Ozalifications of her Mind, in all the inge- 
nious Arts both of Wit and Invention. They 
cannot but confeſs the diligent Labours of her 
Body, in all the curious Works both of Pleaſure 
and Profit. They muſt needs commend the 
prudent Undertakings of her Life, in all the 
icduſtriovs Exerciſes both of Virtue and De- 
votion. Let them not deny her then the Re- 
wards and Advantages of her own laudable 
Employments; and never refuſe her the due 
Praiſe of her own deſerving Handy-works. 
Let her own commendable Actions certifie for 
her Prudence, and be the Credentials of her 
Wiſdom. She needs no other Recommendation 
of her Ingenuity, Diligence, Virtue, Piety, or 
Religion. The wonderful Productions of her 
Underſtanding, Operations of her Hands, and- 
Practices of her well- ſpent Life, will advance 
her Character both at the Court and in the 
Country. They will promote her publick Inte- 
reſt as well as private Reputation in all popu- 
lar Concourſes. They will publiſh her good 
Name, Honour, and Dignity, at the very Gates 
of Glory, as well as at the Helm of Government, 
or in the King's Palace. In fine, they will ſet 
forth her growing Fame all over the Univerſe, 
Without the Help of any other Royal Proclamation. 

- REMARKS, 
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H Us concludes the Character of our 
virtuous Woman, in her proper Colours of 
Honour and glorious Array of Wiſdom. Me- 
lanfthon calls this ſacred Deſcription, Speculum 
honeſte Matrone ; which, I hope, may be juſtly 
render'd here, the Looking-Glaſs of an honeſt 
Matron, an honourable Lady, or a Royal Con- 
ſort, without any great Abſurdity or Reflexion. 
Simonides, the Greek Poet, indeed has been very 
copious, as well as ſevere, in his Allegories con- 
cerning vicious Women; if not too ſatyrically 
familiar alſo with the Fair Sex 1n general, by 
ſuppoſing their ſeveral Productions, diverſify'd 
according to their various Frailties, to be either 
from the Som, the Wolf, the Bitch, the Earth, the 
Sea, the Aſs, the Weaſel, the Mare, or the Ape ; 
which are odious Names for rational Creatures, 
as if they were no better than a Generation of 
Brutes- But he fancy'd another Sort of Woman- 
kind of a more commendable Extraction; and 
faid, my ms wwlvy6 e, He was happy that mar- 
yd a Wife like a Bee; whom he excellently 
deſcribes with the moſt amiable CharaQer for 
her Beauty, Sweetneſs, Labour, Modeſty, and 
divine Grace. However, the ſole Obſervation I 
ſhall make in theſe Remarks is this; that the 
whole foregoing Encomium, how {imple or plain 
ſoever, is briefly comprehended by the eloquent 
Apoſtle to Timothy, Ch. ii. Ver, 15. in theſe 
Words, as a Summary of all her other Virtues : 
She ſhall be ſaved in Child-bearing, if they conti- 
nue in Faith, and Charity, and Holineſs, with So- 
briety. For by Faith, ſhe acknowledges the true 
Eternal God, both in Trinity and Unity; glories 
| in 
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in her Cyeator, confides in her Redeemer, and re- 
joyces in her Comforter: That is, firmly be- 
lieves both the Old and New Teſtament, and 
accordingly practiſes all the Duties both of 
Morality and Religion to a Tittle of her Chriſtian 
Profeſſion. From whence ariſes her divine 
Love of God the Father, Son, and Hely Ghoſt ; 
eſſentially One and the ſame, myſteriouſly, and 
ſignaliz d only in Time, or rather perſonaliz/d 
by thoſe diſtin& Offices of Creation, Redemption, 
and Sancti fication of the World; which ſeem to 
unveil the Myſtery a little for our better Belief, 
Underſtanding, or Edification. But, in ſhort, 
ſhe entirely acquieſces in ſuch incomprehenſible 
Arcana's of Heaven, without any farther de- 
ſigning Enquiries, diminiſhing Curioſities, or 
deſtructive Moduss of humane Invention. 
Hence flows, as from an Original Fountain of 
Love, her great Kindneſs to her Husband and 
Children, her profound Charity to her Neigh- 
bours, or her faithful Juſtice to the whole 
World. Hence proceeds her admirable Cha- 
ftity, Holineſs, or Sanctiſication of Life. Hence 
comes her celebrated Education, Induſtry, or 
Frugality. Hence, in fine, ſhe derives her re- 
markable Prudence, Temperance, or ſober Beha- 
viorr, in the good Government of her Family, 
and in the Moderation of all Manner of Ex- 
ences, as well as Meat, Drink, or Apparel, &c. 
in humane Affairs. By the particular Enumera- 
tion of which Virtues, this whole Chapter ſeems 
to be fully acconnted for by that elegant Epiſtle, 
and amply ſummd up in this accompliſh'd 

Charatter. 
THIS, this is the finiſhing Stroke of a per- 
fect Woman of Probity, a Lady of conſummate 
Love, a Wife of celebrated Virtue ; worthy of 
a 
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a Robe and a Diadem, worthy of a King, 
worthy of Solomon himſelf in Wedlock with all 
his Glory! Who can then forbear becoming 
her Encomiaſt, how unequal or inſufficient ſo- 
ever for her Merit, either by Word of Mouth 
or in Writing? Who can any longer doubt 
of it, or delay giving her what is fo much a 
Debt due to her Excellencies, as a Panegyrick 
upon her Life? *Tis nothing but a lawful Tri- 
bute, that ought to be paid to her /elf of Right, 
as well as to another Cæſar, upon their Mar- 
riage. | 8 
I. THE Fruits of her extraordinary Love 
and Goodneſs, as well as Labour and Induſtry, 
are highly commendable ; in all the good Offi- 
ces of humane Society, either Civil or Do- 
meſtick, for the particular Benefit of her own 
Houſhold, or the general Advantage of the 
whole World. She is no ſiniſter Partizan in 
Religion, nor dextrous Party-Woman of State; 
and yet ſhe loves no Neuters in either Senſe. 
She knows that the Revelations ſevercly condemn 
all Neutrality and Lukewarmneſs in the ſincere 
Profeſſion of Goſpel-Principles, Ch. III. Ver. 
15, 16. Becauſe thou art neither Cold nor Hot, 
1 will ſpue thee out of my Mouth. She engages 
in no Manner of oblique Views, or implacable 
Plots of Faction; and yet diſplays her own 
Honour, Veracity, or Integrity of Perſuaſion. 
She delights in the Pacification of publick Tu- 
mults, Troubles, and Animoſities. Her whole 
Inclination is, to compoſe private Differences, 
and accommodate politick Diſputes. But ſhe 
believes there is no Medium betwixt Reſiſtance 
and Non Reſiſtance, as contradictory Terms ; 
ſo that the former will always be a damnable 
Sin in it ſelf, and can never be otherwiſe in its 
| Own 


ä 7 

364 TLemuwel's Leſſon 

own Nature, by the great Apoſtle's irrefragable 
Authority. However, ſhe becomes ſtill ſo 
bleſſed a Peace maler, upon all revolving Divi- 
ſions, that ſhe can reconcile any Thing but 
downright Contradictions. She has ſo great a 
Regard for ſcrupulous Conſciences, that ſhe 
thinks the Liberty granted to our tender- hear ted 
Gentry, the Diſſenters, is highly adviſeable by 
political Prudence; provided, and if they can 
make a Conſcience of that Liberty ſo obtain'd 
for their Satisfaction, without taking an El of 
Toleration for an Inch given, ſtretching the 
Authority of their Commiſſions, and intrenching 
upon the eſtabliſhed Church and State-Govern- 
ment. But her univerſal Charity, great Faith, 
or extenſive Moderation, is almoſt as good as 
an Afurance-Office, for the civil Behaviour of 
the Conventicle, in this Point of political Confi- 
dence, This would hear a larger Repetition, 
But to recapitulate all her particular Excellencies 
of this Kind, would be an endleſs Piece of 
Work, or anelaborate Im poſſibility. 

II. THE Works of her great Charity and 
exemplary Virtue, in all Kinds of Moral and 
Religious Exerciſes, are likewiſe highly meri- 
torious or Praiſe-worthy. Nothing can diſturb 
her Righteous and Philoſophick Soul. No Bar- 
barity of Affronts and Indignities can excite 
her private Revenge, or ruffle her loving Tem- 
per, beyond a willing Forgiveneſs of her Ene- 
mies, and an eaſy Reconeiliation with publick 
Scorn. She looks upon Virtue, according to 
the wiſe Notions of the Anticnt Philoſophers, to 
be the Fountain and Foundation of all Happi- 
neſs; as it eſtabliſhes the moſt perfect Har- 
mony as well as Tranquillity of humane uo 

She 
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She allows Beauty to be a great Addition to 
Virtue, as well as a vaſt Acceſſion to true Ho- 
nour and Innocency in Poſſeſſion : but then, on 
the other Hand, ſhe is ſoon convinc'd by the 
Proverbs, Ch. XI. Ver. 22. that, As 4 Jewel 
of Gold in a Swine's Snout, ſo is a fair Woman 
which 1s without Diſcretion. She very well 
knows, that Virtue is always the conſtant Com- 
panion, Favourite, and Confident of Wiſdom ; 
whoſe ineſtimable Character we find gloriouſly 
ſet forth in Fob, Ch. 28. Ver. 16, x7, 18, 19. 
and as ſuitable in ſome Meaſure to the unva- 
luable Worth of a virtuous Woman. Wiſdom 
cannot be valued with the Gold of Ophir, with 
the precious Onyx, or the Sapphire. The Gold and 
the Chryſtal cannot equal it : and the Exchange 
of it ſhall not be for Jewels of fine Gold. No 
mention ſhall be made of Coral, or of Pearls e 
for the Price of Wiſdom is above Rubies. The 
Topaz. of Ethiopia ſhall not equal it, neither ſhall 
it be valued with pure Gold. Tis the Gift of 
God, and its Habitation is in Heaven. This 
would alſo bear a longer Diſcourſe, in deſ- 
canting upon the particular Act, of her lau- 
dable Bounty, and inexpreſſible Benevolence. 
But to recollect all her ſingular Glories of 
this Nature, would tire the moſt indefatigable 
Fabius, verboſe Author, or copious Panegyriſt ; 
and quickly make him drop his impracticable 

Deſign, or lay down his incompetent Pen. 
IIS not in the Power of any Art and 
Gloſs, or Remarks Moral and Divine, to make- 
up a ſufficient Recapitulation, either of her 


Gifts, Graces, or Endowments, good Manners, 


or Intellectuals, &c. more at large: in any 
tolerable Proportion to her tranſcendent Worth, 
| after 
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after all that can be ſaid of it; ſave only by 
Way of a fhort Abridoment, an imperfect 
Compendium, or à final deficient Repreſentation. 
But the Royal Pſalmiſt, in his Song of Love, 
hath prophetically given us the beſt Idea, and 
nobleſt Deſcription of this incomparable Fo- 
reign Queen's conſummated Marriage with King 
Solomon; as well as a Promiſe of the great 
ſucceſſive Bleſſings of a numerous Iſue, &c. 
which were to atrend the Happineſs. of their 
honourable Nuptials to the lateſt Poſterity of 
their hereditary Offspring; under the enſuing 
Alegorical Aluſion of the Church and Kingdom 


of Chriſt. Kings Daughters were among thy 


honour able Women : upon thy right Hand did ſtand 
the Queen in a Veſture of Gold, wrought about 
with divers Colours. Hearken, O Daughter, and 
conſider, incline thine Ear : forget alſo thine own 
People, and thy Father's Fiouſe. So ſhall the King 
have Pleaſure in thy Beauty: for he is thy 
Lord God, and worſhip thou him. And the 
Daughter of Tyre ſhall be there with a Gift, 
like as the Rich alſa among the People, ſhall 
make their Supplication before thee, and intreat 
thy Favour. The King's Daughter is all glorious 
within: her Cloathing is of wrought Gold. She 

all be browght unto the King in Raiment of 
Needle-Work: The Virgins that be her Fellows, 
ſhall bear her Company, and ſhall be brought 
unto thee, With Joy and Gladneſs ſhall they be 
brought; and ſhall enter into the King's Palace. 
Inſtead of thy Fathers, thou ſhalt have Children: 
whom thou mayeſt make Princes in all Lands. I 
will remember thy Name from one Generation to 
another: therefore "ſhall the People give Thanks 
unto thee, World without End; and praiſe thee for 


ever and ever in all future Ages. 
THUS 
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THUS is the ſuppoſed Royal Marriage 
Fniſh'd, according to the Intention of this 
ſacred Leſſon. Happy Pair! how well they are 
match'd, whoſe mutual Breaſts are fir'd with 
the pureſt Flames of Love, Honour, and Vir- 
tue! Equally good and gracious! Equally 
glorions! They are like the Glaſs and the Sun 
in their Turns; the one cannot burn without 
the Help of the other, upon Occaſion of gra- 
tifying the World. Happy are they, who do 
not live in a Hurry of Perils, Troubles, and Tri- 
bulations ; like. other aſpiring People, ambitious 
Princes, or imperious Potentates! How edi- 
fying an Example of conjugal Affection muſt 
they needs be in this looſe unmarrying Age, 
by their ſingular Conſtancy, Patience, and Com- 
placency, as well as entire Acquieſcence in di- 
vine Providence, and full Reſignation to God 
Almighty's good Government! How wonder- 
fully great muſt the Solemnity of Solomon's Mar- 
riage with King Pharaoh's Daughter have been 
in former Days: ſo that we could hardly 
| hitherto form any competent Idea of it, or 
ſcarce find any Parallel to it among our modern 
Kings; till one or two happen'd of later Years with 
Imperial, Poliſh, or Italian Ladies, far above the 
Reach of any preſent Celebration. But Time and 
Familiarity muſt firſt wear-off the Wonder, or 
make it contemptible, before we can taſte the 
Enjoyment, feel the Felicity, or perceive the 
Glory of their Royal Medlock; either for the 
private Welfare of themſelves, or the general 
Good of the World. In ſhort, this will be their 
Caſe in the Concluſion of all temporary Things or 
popular Affairs. Their reciprocal Virtues ſo 
well practiſed, according to theſe ſacred _—_ 
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oF Wiſdom, will bring them both at laſt (as 
the Text verbally declares) to the City of David, 
or a happier Jeruſalem of Joy, with univerſal 

eace, Plenty, Praiſe, Proſperity, or diviner 

cclamations. And then, O Lord of Hoſts, 

hom annable will thy Dwellings be, in Compariſon 

of changed Crowns, broken Scepters, and uſurp'd 
. Palaces upon Earth ! - 
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